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Worcestershire Partnership

County Hall

Spetchley Road

Worcester

WR5 2NP

Tel: 01905 822836

Email: asmith3@worcestershire.gov.uk
14 April 2011

Consultation on the Single Sustainable Community Strategy for Worcestershire
Last September the Worcestershire Partnership approved proposals for a single Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) for Worcestershire.

The purpose of the SCS is to set out the strategic vision for the future of Worcestershire and to focus on activity needed in the short term to improve the quality of life of people who live, visit or work in the County. 

Having a single SCS enables County and District Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) to streamline their processes and articulate priorities in light of reduced resources. It also improves links between countywide theme groups and the delivery of priorities in districts and help establish a robust local vision to underpin future and flexible partnership delivery arrangements. 

Following agreement by the Worcestershire Partnership Board a 12-week consultation period on the three draft priorities that have been identified for Worcestershire will now follow. This consultation will run from Thursday 14th April to Thursday 7th July 2011.
Alongside gathering priorities on a countywide level, District LSPs have been identifying their own priorities on a local level. These are included for information and where identified have requested comments back directly to their LSP Manager.
It is proposed that for the future monitoring arrangements of the revised SCS there will be a small number of high level outcome measures which will provide an overall assessment of the progress towards the vision of the County and the three main priorities. In addition to these would be a larger number of proxy performance indicators which would be established to assess delivery against the targets within the three priorities related to the local decision making partners.

We would welcome your contribution and comments on Worcestershire's draft priorities and have included some specific questions where your views would be particularly valuable. Your comments will be carefully considered and a note of what action has been taken will be published on our website at the end of the consultation period.
I do hope you'll take the opportunity to contribute to shaping this important strategy.

Yours sincerely
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Cllr Adrian Hardman
Chair, Worcestershire Partnership

	Please note that responses to this consultation document should be received no later than 5pm on Thursday 7th July 2011.

Responses and any comments about this consultation should be returned by writing to the Worcestershire Partnership, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2PN or by email to asmith3@worcestershire.gov.uk.

The consultation document will also be available on the Worcestershire Partnership website at: www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk
A summary of responses to this consultation paper will be published on the Worcestershire Partnership website within three months of the closing date of this consultation. Unless you specifically state that your response, or any part of it, is confidential, we shall assume that you have no objection to it being made publically available.

For further information on this consultation document please email asmith3@worcestershire.gov.uk or telephone Alan Smith on 01905 822836.
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Worcestershire Priorities
1. A skilled and prosperous economy
Supporting the local economy was a common priority emerging from partners at a county level.

LSP Partners recognise that supporting and encouraging business growth and investment is important as it stimulates wealth creation in the county during a period of economic recession. Business growth and investment provides the environment for residents to have access to opportunities for learning and training and a focus on providing appropriate training improves the employability of the workforce and benefits the economy.

2. Communities that are empowered

In Worcestershire there are a number of real benefits to be gained from taking a more local community based approach to delivering services and by giving communities a bigger say and a greater part to play in the delivery of those services.

Through engagement and empowerment we can support individuals and communities to get involved, volunteer and work together enabling them to own, manage and shape services that meet their local needs. 

Community involvement strengthens interactions between people, changes individuals' perceptions for example their fear of crime, and improves their sense of belonging to the local area. It also encourages communities to take ownership and action over local issues and make decisions, taking responsibility for projects within their community, reducing conflict and creating stronger communities with mutually supportive networks that are more resilient during times of crisis.

This priority will also help address the issues that partners are concerned with but none are solely responsible e.g. social cohesion and inequality, and recognises that that the empowerment of individuals and communities needs to be at the centre of action in order to reduce health inequalities.

3. An environment that is cherished and resilient

The quality of Worcestershire's environment is one of its most valuable assets; including its rich built heritage, varied and sensitive habitats and diverse landscape. A high quality environment contributes to both economic and social wellbeing and needs to be cherished.

Worcestershire has also experienced significant flooding which adversely impacts on its residents and also our economy too. We therefore need to build our resilience to severe weather events and consider how we manage the environment to alleviate rather than exacerbate flood risk and flooding. 

Single Sustainable Community Strategy

District Local Strategic Partnership Priorities
Bromsgrove Partnership
Draft priorities:

1. Changing the perception of crime and ASB
2. Intergenerational and diversionary activities
3. Reducing CO2 emissions

4. Adaptation
5. Town centre
6. Economic development

7. Staying healthy 

8. Mental health and wellbeing
9. Being healthy
10. Positive activities
11. Stronger communities

12. Balanced communities

13. Older people

Malvern Hills Partnership
Approved priorities:
1. Reduce the impact of rurality on our local communities

2. Tackle issues associated with inequalities, including health inequalities

3. Raise awareness of key environmental issues and to drive down our reliance on fossil fuels. climate change

4. Protect residents and businesses from the impact of flooding

Redditch Partnership
Approved priorities:

1. Health inequalities with a focus on smoking, alcohol and obesity / healthy lifestyles
2. Education attainment and raising aspirations of young people
3. The economy of Redditch with a focus on providing a larger and more diverse job offer

4. Areas of deprivation with a focus on Winyates and Church Hill

Worcester Alliance
Draft priorities:

1. Economy
2. Community
3. Environment
If you have any comments you would like to make on Worcester Alliance's priorities please email David Thorpe at david.thorpe@worcester.gov.uk.  
Wychavon Strategic Partnership
Approved priorities:

1. Support and improve the local economy

2. Develop skills and lifelong learning

3. Deliver housing that meets local needs

4. Reduce health inequalities and promote healthy lifestyles

5. Support older people

6. Provide positive activities for young people (we will firm up this one when the future of county youth services and the potential role of LSPs in commissioning is clearer)

7. Support people to play an active role in their communities and to take responsibility for improving their lives

If you have any comments you would like to make on Wychavon Strategic Partnership's priorities please email their Partnership Manager Cherrie Mansfield at cherrie.mansfield@wychavon.gov.uk. In particular they would like feedback on:
· Do you agree with the priorities put forward for the Wychavon section of the Sustainable Community Strategy?

· Are there any important issues, challenges or priorities for Wychavon that are missing?  If so what evidence do you have to support them?

Wyre Forest Matters
Approved priorities:

1. Boosting the economy and employment – focusing on Rewyre, getting people into work and retaining larger employers

2. Improving the local environment - ensuring Wyre Forest is an attractive place to live in and to visit and encouraging sustainable energy solutions.

3. Encouraging Health and Well-being – maintaining health in older people and encouraging healthy lifestyles for younger people with a focus on weight management, smoking and mental health.

4. Supporting education – preparing people for employment and helping to reduce inequality in opportunities.

If you have any comments you would like to make on Wyre Forest Matters' priorities please email their Partnership Manager Lucy Bennett at lucy.bennett@wyreforestdc.gov.uk 

Consultation Response Form
Worcestershire Priorities
1. Do you or your organisation agree with the three draft Worcestershire priorities identified for the Sustainable Community Strategy?

	Yes
	
	
	No  
	


If No, what would you like to see changed?
	


2. Are there any important issues, challenges or priorities for Worcestershire that are missing or you would like to see added?

	Yes
	
	
	No  
	


If Yes, please detail and reference what evidence you have to support them?

	


3. How would you define the term business growth?

	


4. What do you think should be the key measurement of success for business growth? 

	


5. "Getting along better together" a Strategy for Cohesive, Strong Communities in Worcestershire defines community cohesion as what must happen in all communities to enable different groups of people to get on well together.  Do you think this definition is still valid?
	Yes
	
	
	No  
	


If No, how do you think it should be defined?

	


6. What do you think should be the key measurement of success for social cohesion? 

	


7. What do you think should be the key measurement of success for community involvement? 

	


8. What do you think should be the key measurement of success for the quality of our environment? 

	


9. Any other comments?
	


	Name
	

	
	

	Organisation
	

	
	

	Email Address
	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. Please return this form by Thursday 7th July 2011 to: Worcestershire Partnership, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP or by email to asmith3@worcestershire.gov.uk. 

The final version of the sustainable community strategy will be published during the Summer 2011 on www.worcestershirepartnership.org.uk and will take account of the responses to this consultation.

For more information contact Alan Smith, asmith3@worcestershire.gov.uk or on 01905 822836.
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