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Wychavon Strategic Partnership
 

Sustainable Community Strategy consultation responses
The consultation on the Worcestershire Sustainable Community Strategy closed on 7 July, 2011.  I submitted a response on behalf of the Wychavon Strategic Partnership, reflecting the issues we discussed at our last meeting, mainly the absence of a priority on health and well-being.
As part of the consultation on the county wide Sustainable Community Strategy priorities, we invited feedback on the seven Wychavon priorities, which are:

1. Support and improve the local economy

2. Develop skills and lifelong learning

3. Deliver housing that meets local needs

4. Reduce health inequalities and promote healthy lifestyles

5. Support older people

6. Provide positive activities for young people

7. Support people to play an active role in their communities and to take responsibility for improving their lives

I received the following two responses:

From: Paul Booth – Transition Pershore
I am a little disconcerted to find that, in spite of the title, and in spite of the "Intelligently Green Initiative" workshop [at Wychavon District Council] in which we recently participated, there appears to be no reference to energy reduction/sustainability in the list of priorities. 

The document invites comments, in particular feedback on whether we agree with the priorities, and on any important issues, challenges or priorities for Wychavon that are missing; and if so what evidence we might have to support them. 
One could add a rider to almost each of the seven priorities listed with reference to energy and greenhouse gas reduction and local sustainability/resilience (e.g. reducing travel to access services), and certainly priority 3. "Deliver Housing that meets local needs" should read "Deliver low energy sustainable housing that meets local needs."
But it might be preferable to simply add an 8th priority along the lines of: 

"8.    Realise these 7 priorities within the imperative of reducing the district's energy use and carbon footprint, and the need to build resilient local communities".
With regard to evidence in support one only has to cite the evidence of rising fuel, energy and food prices, the challenge of population growth and the instability in certain oil producing regions
No doubt the wording can be improved - perhaps to make it more palatable?
From: Kemerton Parish Council

The Parish Council would like to see "Protect and improve the local environment" included in the list of Approved Priorities for the Wychavon Strategic Partnership.
Action for Wychavon Strategic Partnership

Please consider these comments and whether or not you want to amend the seven Wychavon priorities as a result.  I recommend that we don’t add another priority, however we could amend the wording of priorities 1 and 3 to take into account some of the evidence cited by Paul Booth, for example:

1. Support and improve a local, sustainable economy

3. Deliver sustainable housing that meets local needs

Next steps

We will work on writing the Wychavon section for the strategy over the next month.  This will include:

1. A vision for the district – I’d welcome your input on this
2. A short section about the district setting out our context and challenges – particularly focusing on issues that relate to our priorities

3. The district priorities including outcomes we are expecting to achieve

4. A short section on delivery setting out how LSP partners intend to address the priorities including, for example, the areas of highest need project
We will circulate a draft by e-mail to you to get your feedback as we are not meeting again until 21 September.  The Worcestershire Partnership is planning to sign off the whole strategy at the end of September 2011.
Cherrie Mansfield

Strategy & Performance Manager

Wychavon District Council
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