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Wychavon Strategic Partnership Meeting – 23 November 2011
Evesham Market Town Partnership Report

1. Evesham Events

1.1. Evesham’s events programme has, once again proved to be a cost effective method of promoting Evesham and the Vale to visitors and tourists. To understand the total financial value of such publicity, independent assessors have reviewed all media coverage for the 2011 season and have reported that this coverage was worth £1,500,000. This is a huge jump on last year’s figure and is largely thanks to the excellent publicity generated by the TV features by celebrity chefs Raymond Blanc and Jamie Oliver who has also featured the Vale of Evesham’s Asparagus in his new book ‘Jamie’s Great Britain’ which will undoubtedly be a best seller. 
2. Olympic Torch coming to Evesham

2.1. The route that the Olympic Torch will take was formally announced on 7th November. The route, which is somewhat convoluted, arrives in Evesham on Sunday 1st July. It will continue on to Wickhamford and Broadway.
2.2. It is anticipated that some activities will take place in Evesham and Broadway to celebrate this historic occasion and a sub group has been set up to develop ideas. EMTP will help where appropriate and may allocate resources through its local distinctiveness project to support appropriate activity.
3. Presentation to Evesham Town Council

3.1. EMTP’s annual report to Evesham Town Council (copy enclosed) was presented 10th October. Councillors received the report favourably and kindly agreed to the Partnership’s request for financial support to key projects supporting the local economy in 2012/13.
3.2. Three projects were put forward for financial support:
· Attracting Inward Investment £3,000
· Business Grants £3,000; and
· Local Distinctiveness £8,000;
3.3. This adds up to a total contribution of £14,000 towards the Partnership’s work, an increase of £500 on last year.
4. Evesham Pump out facility

4.1. Funding has been secured to install a Pump Out facility at Evesham Lock following the closure of the Severn Trent facility in Evesham. Funding has been secure from Avon Navigation Trust, Evesham Town Council, Worcestershire County Council and The Environment Agency. Evesham Market Town Partnership will facilitate the project in conjunction with ANT.

4.2. The Avon is seen as a key attraction within the Town Centre and boaters navigating the Avon Ring use Evesham as an overnight stop. To this end the partnership is also developing a proposal to dredge sections of the Avon in Evesham ready for next year’s anniversary celebrations of the opening of the Avon Navigation.

5. Abbey Road Bridge

5.1. Worcestershire County Council has asked Evesham Market Town Partnership to identify a series of proposals that together could form a ‘Package’ of measures that would help to minimise the impact of the disruption. The Package needs to engage all stakeholders and help to ensure that they are working together to help ensure that the economic viability of the town is supported throughout the period of disruption. 

5.2. The package is still under development and is dependant on the bid to the DfT being successful. An announcement is anticipated in December with the Bridge expected to be completely closed for no more than 6 months in 2013.
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