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EVESHAM MTP CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

June/July 2011


PROGRAMME 2011/12

Some new applications continue to be received by Evesham MTP, even though the 2011/12 programme has now been filled with bids, and approved.  The latest application to be scrutinized concerns “The Preedy Trail”.  Otherwise, the programme continues to be slowly rolled out, and projects monitored by their respective “champions” on the MTP Board.

FESTIVALS

The festival season is now well underway, and The Balloon Festival again proved an outstanding success with record crowds, despite the high winds necessitating cancellation of the great “burn” and mass flight of balloons. 

The annual River Festival took place over the weekend of July 9/10th, and proved to be another successful event. The Partnership Manager has committed a considerable amount of time to assist the new committee in establishing themselves following the retirement of many previous long standing committee members last year, including Secretary Hazel Hanlon. The Chair of the Partnership has similarly given significant support to the Festival of Sport Committee enabling this event (July 10 – 23rd)  to work consecutively with the River Festival. 

This Year’s National Morris Weekend saw 14 Morris sides from all over UK descending on the Vale of Evesham to compete for the ‘Evesham Stick’.    On the Saturday, Morris sides toured the Vale and danced in Ashton under Hill, Bretforton, Broadway, Fladbury and met up back in Evesham for the evening’s Ceilidh and celebrations. ‘The Trumpet’  in Merstow Green made a special effort to welcome the dancers and ensured that the sides had an enjoyable experience and great memories of Evesham’s hospitality.

On Sunday morning the bleary eyed Morris Sides gathered in Abbey Park ready to march up Bridge Street into Market Place where they competed for the ‘Evesham Stick’. Visitors and local residents joined in the fun and unanimously supported the decision that Wrigley Head, from Manchester was this year’s winner.   Thanks to Geoff and Judy Watkins who once again managed to organise this event and made it the success it was.

The Vale’s first Fresh Food Festival proved to be a great addition to the celebrations taking place in Evesham the weekend 18th & 19th June. The concept was inspired by Michael Amies who suggested that as the Vale of Evesham is officially the UK’s largest producer of salad crops surely we should celebrate this.

At the instigation of Evesham MTP Chairman, Gerry O’Donnell, Evesham and Pershore MTPs encouraged Transition Evesham Vale and Transition Pershore to come together and develop the Vale Fresh Food Festival as a joint venture.  The project drew support from the Midcounties Co-operative in Evesham who helped to promote the event and Pershore and Evesham Market Town Partnerships both contributed resources to enable the event to get off the ground.

A wide selection of stalls lined the beautiful tree lined avenue in Evesham Church yard featuring local growers, butchers and producers of preserves. A great atmosphere was created thanks to live jazz and brass bands playing and the Real Ale bar added the final touch. The event achieved all of its goals in that it promoted the best local produced food and created an excellent additional attraction for tourists, visitors and residents of the Vale of Evesham.

PROMOTING INVESTMENT

Evesham Market Town Partnership attended the Three Counties Show as guests of the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) on 17th to 19th June. The FSB had taken space in the ‘Supporting Rural Business’ marquee and provided stand space free of charge to the three Wychavon area based partnerships.

The Partnership Manager staffed the stand on Friday 17th and found this a great opportunity to get around the show and promote Evesham as an attractive location for diverse range of specialist retailers trading at the event. He also spoke with the land agents that were represented explaining the great offer that the Vale of Evesham represents and in particular drawing their attention to our unique selling points VIZ:

1.         An expanding population with 30% of residents in the abc1 demographic;

2.         Mainline rail links to London in under 2 hours;

3.         Excellent road access;

4.         Development opportunities for A1, B2 & B8 uses;

5.         Attractive retail centres with flexible space;

6.         Modern flexible commercial premises;

7.         A safe and healthy place to live with quality of living 

8.         An events programme with a national profile, attracting over 1,000,000 visitors;

9.         Investment support including business grants and assistance with planning issues; 

10.       Strong business networks including the Vale of Evesham Commerce and Tourism Association (VECTA).

This is the first event that Evesham MTP has attended with the specific aim of attracting inward investment. The Partnership has developed a multi-faceted strategy that includes 

· web based resources, 

· a responsive service to inquiries and 

· proactively seeking out potential investors.

 We passionately believe that the Vale of Evesham has a great offer and our aim is to ensure that it is not overlooked.

Gerry O’Donnell

Chairman
Agenda Item 10
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