EVESHAM  MARKET  TOWN  PARTNERSHIP

Programme  2011/12

Evesham Market Town partnership has started the process of scrutinising projects for 2011-12. The newly convened Scrutiny Committee which is chaired by the Partnership’s FSB representative has approved funding towards Promoting Evesham to Inward Investors, providing Business Support Grants, continuing the Better Welcome Initiative and supporting Evesham’s extensive events programme through the Local Distinctiveness project.

The panel has also approved funding for a project promoting the integration of the growing number of new migrant businesses into the existing business community. The project will kick off with a networking event, which will take place on Tuesday 22nd March in “Via Cracow”, a new restaurant run by Polish migrants in Port Street. Port Street is welcoming an increasing number of migrant businesses and it is important for the prosperity of the town that these businesses do integrate with the existing non migrant businesses.
MTP Website

The Partnership Manager has led a project to redesign Evesham’s portal web site www.eveshamtown.co.uk. The site is now back online and partners are invited to view the new site and feedback comments to Shawn at shawn.riley@wychavon.gov.uk .  The site will contain a link to the Evesham market Town Partnership website….currently under construction.

Closer Working
We will continue to pursue opportunities to work closer with our neighbouring Partnership viz. Pershore, and where feasible, enter undertake shared projects that can benefit both areas.  The planned “ Salad Days” event, on which both ‘Transition Evesham’ and ‘Transition Pershore’ are working, may be an early example of this.
Local Enterprise Partnerships
 

A total of 31 Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) have now been approved by the government. The LEPs benefit from being more local than the regional development agencies and are formed around more functional economic areas.  The key to the success of LEPs will be in their ability to engage local business. It is hoped that they will be a much more cost efficient way of promoting economic growth than RDAs being funded on a project based approach. 

 Local Implications
Clearly, by their very nature it is hoped that the impact of Local Enterprise Partnerships on local areas will be significant. The involvement of the local business community will be vital to ensuring the success of each LEP, and LSPs/MTPs clearly have a role to play here.  The support of local councils will also be critical in ensuring that their LEP is successful at encouraging growth in the local area. 
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