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Progress report for Wychavon LSP Meeting 21st September
1. Local Distinctiveness:

a. The festival season has been particularly successful this year with improved attendance at events. We were lucky that events were blessed with good weather and the pre publicity achieved ensured that there was a high awareness across the region and wider UK.
b. Media interest was unprecedented with Evesham’s festivals featuring on, amongst others, national and regional news, Country File and a new series featuring celebrity chef Jamie Oliver which will be screened in the autumn. To understand the total financial value of such publicity, independent assessors have reviewed all media coverage for the 2011 season and have reported that this coverage was worth £1,500,000 to Evesham and the Vale. This is a huge jump on last year’s figure of £660,000 demonstrating the continuing growth in national interest in what Evesham and the Vale has to offer.
2. Promoting Evesham to Investors:

a. Preparatory measures have been put in place to enable the effective promotion of Evesham to investors. The Partnership’s web site (www.rediscoverthevale.co.uk) which promotes The Vale of Evesham, its events and business support offer was redesigned earlier this year. This has lead to a continuing increase in visitor numbers month on month with a jump of 36% in the 3 months June to September on the previous 3 months. Visitor loyalty is showing a slight improvement and the bounce rate is reducing indicating that the site is increasingly fulfilling searchers’ requirements. The primary reason people access the site is to find out about our events, underlining the benefit of events in attracting visitors and footfall.
b. The production of the ‘Place’ leaflet and ‘Investment’ display stand has enabled the Partnership to quickly communicate Evesham’s offer to potential investors at events and conventions that attract our target audience. To date the Partnership has taken a stand at the Three Counties Show, Cotswold Professional Business Forum and at the events that are organised in Evesham. In September the Partnership will attend the British Council for Shopping Centres annual 2 day convention in Manchester where the countries top multiple retailers, retail developers and advisors meet to discuss the future of retailing in the UK. The Partnership’s Manager has secured a trade stand at this event (normally priced at £3,500) for £499 and together with the Partnership’s Chairman, will promote Evesham as an investment opportunity and challenge negative preconceptions that potential investors or their advisors may have about locating in Evesham.
3. Business Grants

a. Continuing the theme of promoting inward investment, 13 Business Grants have been awarded to new start-ups or businesses investing in growth within the Evesham Market Town Partnership area in this financial year.

b. The original MTP award of £3,000 has, to date, levered in additional £7,450 from Evesham Town Council and Worcestershire County Council to enable more grants to be offered.

c. Grant recipients have created 24 full time and 5 part time jobs as a result of undertaking the proposals supported by a grant.

4. Vehicle Activated Signs

a. The EMTP Manager has met with the Chairs of Norton Parish Council, Harvington Parrish Council and the Cllr for Harvington and Norton to assist in developing an application to purchase a Vehicle Activated Sign warning speeding drivers to slow down through their respective villages.

b. EMTP’s Action Plan has allocated £2,000 to support this proposal and the applicants have been encouraged to work together and share this resource so that the impact on speeding is optimised.

c. The progress of this project has been picked up by Church Lench Parish Council which has expressed an interest in applying for a grant. The Partnership Manager has advised Church Lench Parish Council that further funding might be identified in the Partnership’s 2012-13 Action Plan and has suggested that they may wish to develop a joint project with neighbouring Parish Councils in preparation.

Gerry O’Donnell 

Chairman
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