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Wychavon Strategic Partnership
 

NOT CONFIDENTIAL

Meeting notes: 21 September 2011, 10.15am

Committee Rooms Wychavon District Council, Pershore

Present: Chris Brooks (Wychavon DC), David Brotheridge (Pershore Market Town Partnership/LSP), Juliana Crowe (Rooftop), Sergeant Alistair Cathwood (West Mercia Police), Deb Dale (WCC), Kate Jones (Children’s Centres), Inspector Sean Kent (West Mercia Police), Cherrie Mansfield (Wychavon DC), Michael O’Brien (South Worcestershire College), Gerry O’Donnell (Evesham MTP/LSP), Lorna Pearcey (Community First), Tracy Perkins (Wychavon DC), Carol Pratt (Wychavon Community Action Partnership), Elaine Salter (Housing WDC), Audrey Steel (Chairman), Josie Wilkinson (Wychavon CALC Area Committee) and Karen Wright (NHS, Worcestershire),
Observing: Diane Wilson (CSA Wychavon DC) and Alex Kennedy (Apprentice Wychavon DC [Item 6])
Apologies: Michael Amies (Pershore Market Town Partnership/LSP), Bob Banks (WCC), Maggie Collins (Worcestershire CC), Fred Davies and Andrew Ford (WDC Planning) , Angela Fitch (Worcestershire Federation of Small Businesses), Dave Hemming (Wychavon DC & SW Community Safety Partnership), Ian Hughes (Rooftop Housing),  Mark Jackson (St Richard’s Hospice), Richard Quallington (Community First) and Phil Russell (H&W Fire & Rescue), 
	Agenda item & key points/decisions
	Actions agreed

	1. Welcome & introductions

Audrey welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
Round the table introductions were made.


	

	2. Notes of the last meeting & matters arising 

The notes of the meeting held on 20 July were agreed as a correct record subject to a minor amendment.

	Lorna to let Tracy have amendment


	Presentations & strategic issues
	

	3. Worcestershire Local Enterprise Partnership (WLEP) Business Board
Audrey welcomed Tony Hyde the Chairman of the WLEP who gave us a presentation on the Worcestershire Local Enterprise Partnership and the Business Board.  He told us what a LEP is, explained its history and the structure of the Partnership.  His presentation also covered the LEP’s  mission and vision, priorities and funding arrangements.  He highlighted the activities and measures that have taken place and described the risks particularly the impact on retail after Christmas   He ended the presentation by saying – We are all in this together.  This is our chance to make a difference.
Gerry agreed that a partnership approach is required.  He asked whether the banks had been approached, Tony said they are in talks with some banks.

Cherrie asked whether the Green Deal was on the LEP’s agenda as there could be potential opportunities for business in Worcestershire.  Tony said a sustainable working group had been set up.  
If you have any further questions you can contact Tony on 01299 827770 or email tony.hyde@thomasvale.com


	Tony to meet with Cherrie and Elaine



	4. NHS – personalisation work
Annie Dickson from Adult & Community Services at the County Council gave us a presentation on the “personalisation” agenda.   The Government wants to ensure that people have more control over the services and support they receive.  A 36 page template has been developed explaining what they are doing.
About four years ago a document called “Putting People First” was produced.  This identified four areas to be achieved:

1. Choice of control (personal budgets)

2. Early intervention and prevention (getting people back on their feet)

3. Developing social capital (looking at opportunities for social users)

4. Universal service (access to information, leisure, housing etc)

Annie explained that there is a link to all public services including a possible link to the WLEP.   She reminded the partnership that Wychavon have a high elderly population.  

The Opportunity Vale of Evesham is currently looking at a project in Harvington.
More details can be obtained from ADickson@worcestershire.gov.uk.

	Annie to let Tracy have template to circulate to Partnership

	5. Housing Strategy (action plan circulated at the meeting)
Elaine Salter, Wychavon’s Housing Services Manager gave us a presentation on the new Worcestershire Housing Strategy.   In 2009 the county and the six District Councils agreed to develop a new countywide strategy.  The strategy is shaped by communities and stakeholders who live in Worcestershire.  Two consultation events have been held to find out what the big housing issues are that they would like to be included in the strategy.  An on-line questionnaire was used to gauge the views of the various people.
For more information and a copy of the public consultation document please contact Elaine.salter@wychavon.gov.uk or ring 01386 565241.


	

	Operational issues
	

	6. South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)
Denise Duggan, Wychavon’s Planning Officer updated the partnership on the South Worcestershire Development Plan.   The Plan has been jointly prepared by Malvern Hills District Council, Worcester City Council and Wychavon District Council to guide economic, residential and environmental change in the area until 2030 when adopted in 2013.   The Preferred Options are open to public consultation from 26 September to 18 November 2011.  A number of roadshows are being held in the villages and town.

Copies of the consultation document, summary and road show leaflet are available from denise.duggan@wychavon.gov.uk or 01386 565267.

The partnership agreed 
· that a collective WSP response would be written (covering strategic issues) but also individuals be encouraged to respond.

· Wychavon Planners be invited to do a presentation to the WLEP.
	Cherrie to draft a  response to the SWDP
Andy/Fred contact Tony Hyde to arrange a date



	7. Wychavon section of Worcestershire Community Strategy (paper circulated with agenda)
In response to the consultation the countywide priorities have been redrafted to: 
· A skilled and prosperous economy

· An environment that is cherished and resilient

· Improving health and wellbeing 

The Worcestershire Partnership Board will meet on 26 September to approve the Strategy. 
The partnership agreed the Wychavon section for the new Worcestershire Community Strategy, subject to one minor amendment on skills delivery.

	

	Information Items
	

	8. Youth employment scrutiny report (paper circulated with agenda)
Cherrie introduced the Worcestershire County Council youth employment scrutiny report.  The purpose of the report was to investigate how the Council and its partners could mitigate the impact of funding costs on young people, given the current state of the economy and levels of youth employment.

Tony Hyde said he could offer LEP support.  Kate Jones said the Children Centres would be happy to host job clubs. 

The partnership agreed to draw up a response to the report


	Chris/Cherrie/Mike to meet to work on a response.


	9. Fee changes (paper circulated with agenda)
Michael O’Brien, Principal of South Worcestershire College let the Partnership know that funding had now changed and adults who are unemployed and in receipt of certain benefits will be able to qualify for free education.


	

	10. Opportunity Vale of Evesham (paper circulated with agenda)

The latest update on the Opportunity Vale of Evesham project was noted.


	

	11. Brief round the table updates
EMTP (paper circulated with agenda)
Gerry and Shawn Riley recently attended the British Council for Shopping Centres annual two day convention in Manchester to raise the profile of Evesham and encourage investment in the town.  The convention was very successful and this needs to be built on. 
PMTP (paper circulated with agenda)
DAP (paper attached)
New Chair and vice chair positions will be shared by Carol Pratt (the community rep) and Lyn Duffy (the lead Wychavon rep).  Carol will be attending the WSP meetings.

Other items

· Agenda length discussed
· Tony said the LEP are supporting the new Evesham bridge construction.

	 

	12. Dates & items for next meetings

Wednesday, 23 November at 10.15am in the Committee Rooms
Agenda items to include:

· Consultation on Wychavon’s Intelligently Green Plan
· FSB launch


	

	Distribution list:

Michael Amies: Pershore MTP 

Cllr Bob Banks: Worcs CC

Chris Brooks: Wychavon DC

Brian Browne: Worcs CALC 

Maggie Collins: Worcs CC 

Fred Davies: Wychavon DC

Cllr Pam Davey: Droitwich Area Partnership
Juliana Crowe, Rooftop

Andy Ford: Wychavon DC 

Carol Pratt: Wychavon Community Action Partnership
Dave Hemming: Wychavon DC

Ian Hughes: Rooftop 

Mark Jackson: St Richard’s Hospice
	Kate Jones, Children’s Centre

Sean Kent: West Mercia Police

Gerry O’Donnell: Evesham MTP

Michael O’Brien SW College

Richard Quallington: Community First 

Elaine Salter: Wychavon DC

Gary Jay H&W Fire & Rescue 
Angela Smith: Worcestershire Federation of Small Businesses

Cllr Audrey Steel: Wychavon DC

Karen Wright NHS Worcestershire
	For information:

Fiona Narburgh: Wychavon DC 

Deborah Dale, Worcestershire Partnership

Helen Gray, Evesham CVS

3 LSP Managers

Sue Roberts GOWM

Kate Walton Pershore Volunteers

Cllr Lynne Duffy

Wychavon DC Info. Pack

Website @ www.wychavon. gov.uk/communityplanning
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