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Wychavon Strategic Partnership
 

NOT CONFIDENTIAL

Meeting notes: 23 November 2011, 10.15am

Committee Rooms Wychavon District Council, Pershore

Present: Chris Brooks (Wychavon DC), David Brotheridge (Pershore Market Town Partnership/LSP), (WCC), Maggie Collins (Worcestershire CC), Angela Fitch (Worcestershire Federation of Small Businesses), Ian Hughes (Rooftop Housing), Kate Jones (Children’s Centres), Cherrie Mansfield (Wychavon DC), Michael O’Brien (South Worcestershire College), Gerry O’Donnell (Evesham MTP/LSP), Guy Palmer (H&W Fire & Rescue), Tracy Perkins (Wychavon DC), Carol Pratt (Wychavon Community Action Partnership), Richard Quallington (Community First) Audrey Steel (Chairman), Josie Wilkinson (Wychavon CALC Area Committee) 
Apologies: Michael Amies (Pershore Market Town Partnership/LSP), Bob Banks (WCC), Fred Davies and Andrew Ford (WDC Planning), Juliana Crowe (Rooftop Housing), Dave Hemming (Wychavon DC & SW Community Safety Partnership), Mark Jackson (St Richard’s Hospice), Inspector Sean Kent (West Mercia Police), Phil Russell (H&W Fire & Rescue), Elaine Salter (Housing WDC), and Karen Wright (NHS, Worcestershire),

	Agenda item & key points/decisions
	Actions agreed

	1. Welcome & introductions

Audrey welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
Round the table introductions were made.
	

	2. Notes of the last meeting & matters arising 

The notes of the meeting held on 21 September were agreed as a correct record.
· Response to South Worcestershire Development Plan consultation – generally supported, Cherrie has produced a response.  Deadline extended till 25 November.

· Update on Worcestershire Community Strategy – now published and available on the website. 

	TP email response with notes

	Presentations & strategic issues
	

	3. Localism Act (Plain English guide to the Act circulated with agenda)
Sheena Jones, Wychavon’s Support Services Manager, gave us an update on the Localism Act which received royal assent on 15 November.  The Act contains a number of proposals to give local authorities new freedoms and flexibility.  At this stage the Act is still a work in progress.
Sheena highlighted some of the key implications:
· Other freedoms for councils.

· Community right to challenge and right to bid.

· Assets of community value.

· Reform to make the planning system clearer, more democratic and more effective.

· Neighbourhood planning and community right to build.

A number of questions and concerns were raised and it was suggested that Sheena arrange an event for Town and Parish Councils to let them know about the Act and give them advice necessary.

The next meeting of the Localism Advisory Panel, which Audrey chairs, is taking place on 5 December, the agenda and minutes are available on the website.  If you would like to attend any of the meetings please contact Sheena.  

The Act can be viewed here in full.

	Parish Council event to be arranged

	Information Items
	

	4. Opportunity Vale of Evesham update
David Manning, Opportunity Vale of Evesham Project Manager, gave us a project update on key achievements so far.  

He told us about the many projects taking place.  Ruth Heptinstall, has been appointed to a new Skills Development Officer post and is starting on 29 November.  This role has been set up to develop the skills side of the project. 

On 2 November, the Areas of Highest Need Champions, Guy Weston and Councillor Phil Grove from the Worcestershire Partnership and Shenstone Group, paid a visit to the project.  They were shown round some of the project areas, told about the activities being delivered through the project and met with the Project Management Group.  They will be producing a written account of their reflections and recommendations.  David said he is keen to keep up the dialogue with the Champions.

	

	5. Youth Unemployment – South Worcestershire College’s response changes (paper circulated with agenda)
Michael O’Brien, Principal of South Worcestershire College, told the Partnership about the “Getting You Work Ready” programme which is designed for young adults who want a job but do not have the on-the-job experience to convince employers to take them on.
Angela Fitch let the group know that the FSB works with the colleges to help promote the schemes.  An event had recently taken place in Kidderminster called “young, gifted and seeking work” this involved the Mayor and had received successful feedback. 

David Manning said Opportunity Vale of Evesham would be happy to promote the programme and the new Skills Officer could work with Chris Brooks on developing a register for local businesses.
Carol Pratt also said the Volunteer Centres are happy to talk to young people about their career paths. 

For more details on the programme ring 01386 712600.

	

	6. Brief round the table updates (three LSP reports circulated with agenda)
Audrey thanked the three LSP chairs for providing their updates in advance of the meeting.
A short discussion was held on feedback to the Parishes, it was confirmed they receive “Communicate” and they have been contacted about LSP matters and Evesham LSP are using the villages for their meetings.  The Partnership agreed it is a two-way communication. 

Worcestershire Partnership update

· Compact agreement signed off on 26 September.
· Community awards recently took place and were well attended.

· There are now three WP Theme Groups: Placing-shaping, WP Environment Group and Health and Well-being Board.  Looking at how these will link in with district LSPs.
· Worcestershire Forum taking place 28 November at the Worcester Racecourse.  From now on there will be two events a year.

· Next Board meeting taking place on 12 December.

Other partners
· Community First – On 14 September over 130 people attended the Changing Landscape Conference to find out about some of the changes taking place in the County and to look at how the Voluntary and Community Sector in Worcestershire can help to shape and influence local policies. 
· H &W Fire &Rescue Service – 28th look at what they want from them at these events and whether the right officer level at right meeting
· FSB – Angela let us know about the Real-life Entrepreneurs scheme.   University of Worcestershire Scholarships - £1000 price for final year students.  The top priority for the FSB at the moment is fuel duty.  NI contributions – holiday for small businesses, pilot taking place in West Midlands.  Infra-structure event taking place 1 December.
· Chris Brooks – Broadband meeting taking place 12 December.  Fuel duty report early next year.  New Homes Bonus – good opportunity for LSPs to deliver projects.

· Children’s Centres – consultation on merging two of the centres in Evesham.
· Rooftop – New Homes Bonus, potential for this group to be part of spend.

· CALC – influx of new Councillors to train, absorb and apply.

· Wychavon Community Action Partnership – Funding Fair taking place on 5 March, 2.30-8.00pm at Worcester Rugby Club. 


	 

	7. Dates & items for next meetings

Wednesday, 1 February 2012 at 10.15am in the Committee Rooms
Agenda items to include:

· Green Deal 
· Consultation on Wychavon’s Intelligently Green Plan
· New Homes Bonus
· LEADER update (Chris Brooks)

	

	Distribution list:

Michael Amies: Pershore MTP 

Cllr Bob Banks: Worcs CC

Chris Brooks: Wychavon DC

Brian Browne: Worcs CALC 

Maggie Collins: Worcs CC 

Fred Davies: Wychavon DC

Cllr Pam Davey: Droitwich Area Partnership
Juliana Crowe, Rooftop

Andy Ford: Wychavon DC 

Carol Pratt: Wychavon Community Action Partnership
Dave Hemming: Wychavon DC

Ian Hughes: Rooftop 

Mark Jackson: St Richard’s Hospice
	Kate Jones, Children’s Centre

Sean Kent: West Mercia Police

Gerry O’Donnell: Evesham MTP

Michael O’Brien SW College

Richard Quallington: Community First 

Elaine Salter: Wychavon DC

Gary Jay H&W Fire & Rescue 
Angela Smith: Worcestershire Federation of Small Businesses

Cllr Audrey Steel: Wychavon DC

Karen Wright NHS Worcestershire
	For information:

Fiona Narburgh: Wychavon DC 

Deborah Dale, Worcestershire Partnership

Helen Gray, Evesham CVS

3 LSP Managers

Sue Roberts GOWM

Kate Walton Pershore Volunteers

Cllr Lynne Duffy

Wychavon DC Info. Pack

Website @ www.wychavon. gov.uk/communityplanning
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