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Opportunity Vale of Evesham Project – Update for Wychavon Strategic Partnership September 2011

The Opportunity Vale of Evesham project has been progressing well with several new initiatives, approaches and projects underway.

Over the summer the project has focused on looking at new approaches to engagement with residents and delivering services.  To this end two door-knocking exercises taking services into communities in Evesham have taken place with volunteers and officers from partner organisations calling house to house.  The events have been very successful with 78 questionnaires being completed and information packs left with 65 other properties.  In total 158 referrals were made from the events which broke down as follows

Heath Referrals -33

Skills and volunteering – 15

Fire Service – 47

Energy Efficiency – 28

Rooftop Housing – 25

Other – 10

The main cost to these events has been in staff time but this has been no more costly than a community drop in event and very much more effective.  Other areas of the Opportunity Vale of Evesham project will be covered in the coming months.

In addition several new projects are now underway including:

· A new handyman social enterprise with Rooftop housing

· A project to deliver a new range of adult education and skills sessions

· A project looking at how services to Young People and older people are delivered

· A Healthy Living project

· A Physical activity project (Zumba)
· A project delivering improvements to a community green space in Evesham

· A GP referral project for energy improvements

The project is also currently recruiting a Skills Development Officer to further develop the skills strand of the project.
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