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The PMTP is very pleased to learn that WDC has committed to supporting the Market Town Partnerships for the next six years. All three have demonstrated that they are expert at identifying and nurturing projects that will improve the life and performance of their local area. While it is too much to say that the survival of the economic centres of the three towns depends on this support, it is clear that the PMTP’s have contributed substantially to local well being - 
 economic, social, cultural and physical. With a view to the longer term, the PMTP is committed to finding ways in which it can either contribute to, or totally replace, the current WDC annual grants (£30,000 p.a.) by developing projects that themselves produce an income stream.

Based on this continuing support, Steven Knight has been appointed to the post of Pershore Market Town Manager to carry on the excellent work of his predecessors, Hilary Philpott and Susie Scott. Some of members will already know Steve, as he has been working at WDC for the last two years.  Initially he was there as a student on placement from the University of Gloucestershire, and for the last year the Council managed to secure funding to keep him on within the Regeneration Team where he has made a valuable contribution.  Steve has recently completed his degree in Business Management and has done so with flying colours, obtaining a first class honours degree. 

While the Partnership is indebted to the support given by Wychavon District Council to enable it to carry on its programme of delivering community regeneration, the Partnership understands these are challenging economic times. We also understand that the changes to car park charges are part of the Council’s efforts to balance the books. We hope that all options have been carefully considered and that a proper, professional review has taken place to ensure that any changes help, not hurt our very fragile economy. We have a wonderful array of independent traders but many of them are close to the brink. 

By the time this Report is tabled, the Midsummer Brass Festival, involving some 20 bands from all parts of the country, will have been held. The resurrection of this much-loved Festival has been made possible by a group of dedicated volunteers – like many similar events in the District, and a “seed” grant from the PMTP. An oral report will be given at the meeting.

The PMTP also supported the Vale Fresh Food Festival which took place in Evesham, coinciding with the Morris Dance Festival. The Food Festival, sponsored by the Transition Towns Committee of Evesham and Pershore was a relatively low-key affair, but there seemed to be a lot of interest and it is hoped that, with more participants and marketing, this could become a major event in the local calendar – especially as the title “Garden of England” is reported as having been removed from Kent and passed on to the Vale.

The Plum Festival, our biggest event of the year, is almost upon us and everything which is within the Festival Committee’s control is going well. We just have to hope that the plums do their bit by not ripening too early, or too late, or being to small etc.  The Banks have promised to lay in extra cash so we expect and even better return than last year.

Michael Amies, Chairman PMTP
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