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Theme Groups

All theme groups are now progressing with possible project ideas for 2012-13. Deadline for applications is Friday 20th January 2012.

The Children and Young People’s Action Group (led by Cllr Liz Tucker) has successfully re established with the group consisting of a wide range of organisations and partners discussing and influencing local services for children and young people in the Pershore area. The recent Action Group meeting was positive with the present priority identifying potential project ideas.  There are cutbacks in the current Youth Service Provision from £2.5 million to £1.1 million (including £100,000 for infrastructure) and the way Positive Activities are delivered through the Youth Service has been out for consultation. From a Pershore perspective a group such as the Children and Young Peoples’ could be used to steer how the money would be spent in the Pershore area.

Following the Health and Well-being group’s community consultation event in July, an action plan is currently in place. Included on this are projects that may benefit from Partnership money and will be encouraged to apply for a grant for 2012-13. Significantly, an Emergency Response day has been suggested to encourage volunteers and recruitment whilst promoting their services and getting people involved. This could involve a number of partners.

Improving the riverside

The Avon Navigation Trust’s Havon Project has been submitted as a planning application. The project supported by the PMTP and Pershore Town Council, will see a tip out point, two water points and a pump out facility for waste.  Mooring posts will be made higher to provide a safe mooring when the river is in flood.  Currently, the nearest points are at Tewkesbury and Stratford thus will be welcomed by users and provide a real boost to the town as ANT will designate Pershore as the first River Avon ‘Havon’ site. The completed project will allow for national marketing to take place amongst waterways media to showcase Pershore as a visitor destination. We are also hopeful that alongside the hydropower turbines a canoe channel, possibly with some white water features, will be constructed.  The hydropower unit is expected to be in place in the summer of 2012. Plans do not appear likely to change as a result of the Government’s announcement about a reduction in the feed-in tariffs.
General Situation

In light of the empty shop fronts in Pershore, discussions are taking place to improve the aesthetics of unoccupied units. It is hoped that by constructing a directory with empty shop owners, temporary measures can be implemented to enhance the short term visual appearance of Pershore.
The Pershore Town Council have proposed to buy and refurbish the Pershore Library at the current location with WCC continuing to run the Library as tenants in that location. An open meeting at the Town Hall about potential plans for Pershore Library will take place on Wednesday 23 November at 7pm in the Town Hall.
Christmas and the Economy

The annual Christmas Lights Switch on event takes place on Saturday November 26th, whilst Friday December 16th hosts the Late Night Shopping Event in Pershore which will see Pershore businesses open to the public until 8:30pm. The event organised by the Chamber of Trade and a PMTP supported project, aims to boost the economy of the Pershore businesses during the festive season and provide a foundation to enhance this activity in the future. Close community networking is illustrated with the large number of shops opening and other activities taking place during the evening.

