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Plum Festival

Virtually the whole month of August was given over to the Plum Festival, culminating in the Plum Fayre on Bank Holiday Monday, 29th August. Throughout the months series of exhibitions, markets and events were held in the centre of the town. Chapman’s Court was renamed “Plum Alley” every Saturday and stalls featuring many plum products and merchandise were kept very busy. The Plum Fayre attracted an estimated 19.000 visitors more than double the population of Pershore. There was a very wide range of stalls, entertainments, exhibitions and displays (including one of the biggest displays in the country of more than 600 Classic Cars) and larger number than ever of retail shops, cafes and restaurants opened for the event. All seem to have benefited.  The Plum Festival Committee, led by Angela Tidmarsh, is to be congratulated. The PMTP is more than ever convinced that sponsoring such events is very good use of the WDC grant money and expect to continue such support.
Music Festivals 

Similarly, the Midsummer Brass Festival grew in numbers of featured bands and attendance numbers. The organisers, including our own Vice Chairman, David Brotheridge, did a first class job and once again, local businesses benefited (especially the pubs – brass bands and beer are natural bedfellows, it seems). Pershore is host this year to the Wychavon Festival of Brass on the 17th and 18th of September and we look forward to another feast of excellent music in the town, along with the vital visitors spending their money here. The Jazz Festival also contributed to the cultural and economic life of Pershore - different crowd so an even wider population is now aware of what we have to offer to visitors and residents
General Situation
In spite of the above successes, we continue to see business closures in the retail sector and empty shop-fronts appearing in our high street. The importance of the forthcoming decision (expected in October) about the location of the library is causing much anxiety – there is no doubt in our minds that a move from the town centre would have an adverse effect on the footfall and spend in the shops, quite apart from the impact on library custom itself. Similarly, the traders continue to be concerned about the up-coming increase in parking fees and the impact this may have. Many of them are struggling to survive and the varied and high quality retail offering in the town – much admired and envied by the visitors to the various events described here – is at risk.
In the absence of any other nominations or candidates the Partnership decided to put up with the incumbent Chairman for a bit longer. David Brotheridge was unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.
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