Shindig Autumn/Winter/ 2009 - 2010 Tour

Shindig Autumn/Winter programme offered a range of wonderful shows! These exciting events enticed people to their local venue from September 2009 through to March 2010. As always there was a variety of high quality tours appealing across age ranges; and you could trust the Shindig brand to brought you very special and memorable evening. 

Below is a list of the shows that toured Wychavon venues from Sept 09 – March 10 and some comments from the promoters

Jackie Oates and James Dumbleton – In Concert
Performing acoustically, this show was a unique chance to see Jackie in an intimate setting, capturing all the charm of a mix of traditional and contemporary folk songs up close and personal. Jackie is well-known for her ability to fiddle-sing, a style of combining the difficult art of accompanying her own vocals on fiddle.

She was accompanied by her long-time collaborator, ace guitarist James Dumbleton, whose exciting yet subtle guitar and vocal work makes the perfect backdrop to Jackie’s beautiful vocals and fiddle playing. James has developed a style that is well matched in the folk/traditional world whilst remaining fresh, original and contemporary, a distinctive sound and approach to material that has a strong appeal to all. Together, they create an unforgettable atmosphere.
Birlingham Village Hall  (Sun 27th Sept) – ‘very nice pair – very friendly’. ‘The occasion when they interacted with the audience was gobbled up hungrily’
Bretforton Fleece Inn Barn (Sun 7th Feb) – ‘Good quality, audience loved it’
The Opera Dudes – Mission Improbable

This new show – their third on the rural touring scheme – was set to

be the wildest yet. Music included the great aria ‘Vesti La Giubba’

from I Pagliacci, Neopolitan Songs, Ivor Novello, Engelbert

Humperdinck and Simon and Garfunkel all given an operatic twist,

as well as favourites from the worlds of Broadway and Swing.

And to top it all, the great Italian duo Marco and Riccardo were back

with more stories of Ice Cream and Love.

Harvington Village Hall (Sun 4th Oct) – ‘Fabulous! Very well enjoyed by all’

Hampton Lovett Parish Rooms (Sun 1st Nov) – ‘That’s the best evening I have ever had in Hampton Hall’, ‘Great we all thought it was just right for the whole show, good quality mixed content, you felt the performers were enjoying the audience reaction and so worked even harder to please’

Littleton Village Hall (Sat 5th Dec) 
Elmbridge Village Hall (Sun 31st Jan) – ‘A brilliant show. High quality and very professional. Very suitable for audience who responded very well’
Oxfordshire Theatre Company – Dancing in my Dreams

A musical play written by award-winning playwright Neil Duffield (ACE 2006), is

inspired by the many children whose lives were changed for ever by the experience of living in war time Britain. With songs from the 1930s (Top Hat, Dancing Cheek to Cheek) and movement inspired by Hollywood, this enchanting play embraces the harsh reality of being an evacuee but also exposes the newfound freedom and fun of life in the British countryside.
Bishampton Villages Hall (Sun 11th Oct) -  ‘What an amzing show. Our audience were enthralled form start to finish. Such talent – beautiful singing & harmonies and energetic dance routines, all wonderful’
The Buffalo Gals – In concert

The Buffalo Gals are at the forefront of the emerging American roots music scene in the UK and Europe and represent a revival of the string band tradition in its most vibrant form.

Combining a love of traditional sounds with an enthusiasm for fresh arrangement and a talent for lively entertainment, they appeal to audiences of all ages and types, whether they be aficionados of old-time country music or completely new to its charms. This six-piece band (two of whom are definitely not Gals!), led by

champion Maryland USA fiddler, Kate Lissauer, specialises in

performance of the old songs and tunes of Appalachia, blues and

rags, ballads and work songs, dance numbers, spirituals and

gospel, all delivered with passion and flair and punctuated with the

stunning and thrillingly syncopated percussive step-dance that has

become one of their trademarks.

Eckington Village Hall (Fri 23rd Oct) – ‘ The content of the programme and its musicianship was excellent. Kate Lissauers command of the performance and her spontaneous humour allowed her to develop a strong relationship with the audience. The whole evening was a great success’

Asere – Sensational Cuban Band
Groundbreaking Cuban band Asere is a group of young, brilliant musicians who play traditional Cuban son (roots of salsa).

The band performs playing an exciting range of instruments including bongos, congas, cajon, cowbell, timbale, claves, maracas AND MORE!
Ashton Under Hill Village Hall (Sun 29th Nov) – ‘Exhilarating, superbly musical & professional, they played and sang an up beat programme that earned them a standing ovation. A world class act’

Musician of the Year 2009 – Tom Mcconville Trio in Concert

Tom McConville, aka ‘The Newcastle Fiddler’, has for many years been regarded as one of the top fiddle players in the country. A mixture of styles and techniques

learned from the masters; Sean McGuire, Stephane Grapelli and Bluegrass legend Byron Berline give Tom and endless variety of interpretations to his songs and tunes. His live performances are a rollercoaster of musical delights which include fast, rhythmic dance tunes and beautiful slow airs coupled with exciting Celtic tunes on fiddle, guitar and double bass and of course, great singing!
Cleeve Prior Memorial Hall (Sun 15th Nov) – Very high quality musicianship, good relations with audience, one or two very appalling jokes and very pleasant people to have visiting’
Eckington Village Hall (Fri 19th Feb) – ‘Excellent performance with a very high standard of musicianship. The timing was perfect and the programme very varied and enjoyable’
Sytchampton Village Hall (Sat 20th Feb) – ‘ Excellent performance – a good variety of songs, music and stories, much appreciated by the audience because it appealed to all tastes and ages’
Harvington Village Hall (Thurs 4th March) – ‘ Excellent show. Very well received by a reasonable sized audience.They all make playing their instruments so easythere must be a catch somewhere!!’
Bishampton Villages Hall (Sun 7th March) – ‘Very enjoyable evening, great music, audience enjoyed joining in with the choruses’
Bretforton, Fleece Inn Barn (Sun 21st March) – ‘Highly suitable for our barn, well received’

Travelling by Tuba – In Concert
Travelling by Tuba is a multi-instrumental extravaganza: tracing the history of brass instruments the journey begins with a Viking and his horn, the ancient aboriginal  idjeridu and the Fijian conch shell. Travel through time and hear the music of the  medieval courts played on a band of fourteenth century instruments including the sackbut and cornett. Hear the Postman’s posthorn played 400 years ago on the Royal Mail Coach. Meet the first tuba, the weird and wonderful serpent. Watch as it grows valves and becomes the tuba as we know it today. Discover how the tuba works as they assemble and play their amazing homemade hoseophones. Can you make them work? Cross the Atlantic and meet the swingin’ American cousin of the tuba, the sousaphone – straight from the heart of New Orleans. Finally, watch out for a Can Can dancing tubist and an exploding tuba!

Birlingham Village Hall (Sat 21st Nov) – ‘ Another excellent Show, something a bit different – enjoyed by all’
Ashton Under Hill Village Hall (Sat 13th Feb) – ‘Very interesting and different show which many approached with some trepidation. They were won over by Stuart & Chris’s enthusiasm and obvious talent. The audience tried the instruments in the interval and the children were enthralled. It was lovely to see an audience all smiling and obviously enjoying themselves’

The Outside Track – In Concert

The Outside Track are quickly earning themselves a reputation as one of the most exciting new bands on the scene playing cutting edge modern traditional music reminiscent of early Solas with a Canadian singer, and a hint of the Poozies with the occasional bluesy edge. Boasting a truly diverse international and award-winning line-up, they combine music from all their different cultures to form a distinct and

dynamic musical sound.
Inkberrow Village Hall (Sun 22nd Nov)
Coope Boyes & Simpson – Voice of the People

Voice of the People is the group’s new-words-and-music piece on Ralph Vaughan Williams’ folksong collection; their innovative arrangements of his work have already won international acclaim. Songs Vaughan Williams noted from the countryside are interlinked with his characteristically perceptive descriptions to give a first-hand account of this exciting period in English music. It’s a rare chance to hear the original sources of some of the composer’s bestloved music for concert hall and church, as well as lesser-known songs and carols he collected across England.

Eckington Village Hall (Sun 29th Nov) – ‘Very varied and enjoyable programme, interspersed with some most interesting history of Ralph Vaughn Williams, his era, friends, contacts, the characters he met and the places he visited. The singing and harmonising were superb and their timing perfect’.
NTC Touring Theatre – The Last Snow Rider

Jack knows nothing about Snow Riders – until one falls from the sky into his garden.

Freya is deep in trouble. Once there were many of her kind, riding on snow clouds and spreading Winter Magic across the land. Now, in a world where snow and ice are in retreat, the magic is failing and Freya is struggling to survive. If Jack is to rescue the fading Snow Rider, he must travel to the Far North on a quest that will test his courage and wisdom to the limit.

Can he save Freya before her cold, blue heart flickers out altogether?

This modern fairytale about friendship and belief is filled with magic, music, laughter – and a few, frosty tears.
Rous Lench Village Hall (Sat 16th Jan) – ‘The standard of performance was excellent. The reaction from the audience, especially the children was very good – lots of booing when the witch came on! Good feedback from all the audience – show appealed to all ages’
Chris Garrick Quartet – In Concert

The concert offers standard jazz favourites from Gershwin to Hancock combined with expansive thematic original compositions by this award-winning instrumental quartet “It is the way they make a range of music their own that is impressive. The players demonstrate an ensemble that reflects the best chamber music but has a rock band’s sense of drama. This is a band with a very individual voice that reminds me why I go to hear live music”. Leicester International Music Festival. A marvellous, virtuosi evening of jazz and chat from a fabulous line-up!
Cleeve Prior Memorial Hall (Fri 22nd Jan) – ‘Musicianship of the highest quality, a real treat’
Birlingham Villages Hall (Sun 24th Jan) – ‘Top quality entertainment enjoyed by all’
Harvington Village Hall (Mon 25th Jan) – ‘This was an exceptional jazz concert. All four members of the band were brilliant in their own way. Very well received and thoroughly enjoyed)
New Rope String Band – In Concert

The New Rope String Band is made up of four experienced, talented musicians playing beautiful, lively acoustic music from various traditions around the world. Pete Challoner and Tim Dalling (from The Old Rope String Band) have joined forces with two amazing musicians, Jock Tyldesley and Vera van Heeringen, and together they sing, dance and play their socks off, on fiddles, guitar, piano, accordion, mandolin and anything else that comes to hand.
Littleton Village Hall (Sun 7th Feb) – ‘An excellent show which kept the audience enthralled with much laughter’

Crowle Parish Hall (Sat 13th Feb) 

Mad Agnes – In Concert

Like a crazy three-headed alchemist, Mad Agnes’ harmony-driven performance offers an eclectic mix of contemporary singer-songwriter material with influences of classical, Celtic, folk/rock, PDQ Bach and a touch of street theatre. Their intelligent lyrics, intricate, whimsical harmonies and instrument prowess make their music

“music for thinking people”.

Playing an array of guitars – each with their own distinctive sound – plus piano, and using their three voices to produce harmonies so close they are almost indecent, Mad Agnes has charmed audiences from village halls in Cumbria to the main stage at Cropredy Festival, playing to 25,000 people.
Bredons Norton Severn Sailing Club (Sun 28th March)
