Shindig Spring - 2010 Tour

Shindig’s spring programme was full of great shows from the start April and going through to mid June! As always there was a variety of high quality tours appealing across age ranges; and you could trust the Shindig brand to brought you very special and memorable evening. 

Below is a list of the shows that toured Wychavon venues from Sept 09 – March 10 and some comments from the promoters

Louise Parker Sings Jazz with the Craig Milverton Trio – In Concert
Louise has a whole lifetime surrounded by music; growing up in a house filled with music, from the folk, calypso and opera enjoyed by her Jamaican born mother to the trad, swing and be-bop from her jazz-obsessed father, Louise Parker, aptly named after Louis Armstrong, was born to create the sort of soulful jazz she is rapidly gaining a big reputation for. Louise has a great personality too, warm, fun and responsive to her audience. Much admired by the late Humphrey Lyttelton (with whom she recorded the album ‘Cornucopia’ in 2008), she will be joined on stage by the Craig Milverton Trio for a relaxed, romantic evening of jazz standards, a little funk, daring scatting and a lot of soul that will uplift the heart and stir the soul.
Bretforton – The Fleece Inn – (Tues 6th April) – ‘Really Great, Something different for us but would love have more’ 

Ashton-under-Hill Village Hall – (Sun 11th April) – ‘Very pleased, was a pleasure to have her on our stage’
Badapple Theatre Company – Back to the Land Girls

It’s 1942, it’s wartime, and there are some new arrivals in the village. They’re turning heads and breaking hearts as the fine girls of the Women’s Land Army take to the hills. 

Buff is a city girl dreaming of being ‘just like Vera Lynn’. Biddy is a country girl who is a hopeless romantic, but right now all they can do is knuckle down to the hard graft of keeping the farmers happy and the country in fodder. Join them on a journey of blisters, backache and banter as they learn all there is to know about working on the land. Buff and Biddy show us how it would have felt to be an essential part of the war effort, despite initially knowing almost nothing themselves about farming, which only demonstrates more vividly that these were young lives sharply interrupted.
Bretforton – The Fleece Inn – (Thu 8th April) – ‘Excellent Performance, they really were brilliant and the audience loved every bit of it’
Reg Meuross and Bethany Porter – Artisans and Angels 

Two of Britain’s finest musicians combine their talents in a unique show exploring the lives of some of the most original craftsmen, artists and poets of England. The programme consists of original songs and tunes inspired by events that influenced the writer, designer and founding father of socialism, William Morris, the poets Rossetti and Shelley and the magnificently eccentric poetess Edith Sitwell amongst others. Gifted songwriter and superb singer Reg Meuross is known for his groundbreaking work in the Panic Brothers and for collaborations with Jackie Oates and Phil Beer and Hank Wangford, as well as his many solo achievements.
Harvington Village Hall – (Sun 25th Apr) – ‘what can you say about Reg but absolutely fabulous. Bethany’s Cello playing complimented him beautifully’

Maalstroom Meets Jo Freya – In Concert

An exciting new collaboration, to celebrate Maalstroom’s tenth anniversary, brings together mainstays of the Dutch and British folk scenes to create a unique new sound. 

And what a result! Five terrific musicians – all composers of exquisite, original music - one tight band sparkling with enjoyment. A feast of inventive harmony vocals, reed instrument duets and sophisticated arrangements of new and traditional material with a truly European flavour. The music is intertwined with a warm, witty and humorous stage presence.
Harvington Village Hall – (Tue 18th May) – ‘An excellent show’
Inkberrow Village Hall – (Sat 22nd May) – ‘A brilliant concert’
London Mozart Players – String Trio – In Concert 

The London Mozart Players Chamber Ensemble returns for another rural tour throughout Worcestershire – this time with a string trio.  The trio will play a selection of absolute gems from the string repertoire and talk to the audience in an informal but informative way about the work, the music and the composers.  Over the past two years audiences have been intrigued and delighted by this utterly wonderful and rare opportunity to promote artists of this calibre in their local venues, village halls and village churches. It’s a sensational chance to experience - close up - a performance by three virtuoso musicians from one of the UK’s leading orchestras. Your venue will be packed! 
Eckington Trinity Church – (Sun 18th Apr) – ‘the concert performed by the London Mozart Players-String Trio was superb in every respect’

Cleeve Prior Memorial Village Hall – (Sat 17th Apr) – ‘Audience loved it, an excellent evening for all concerned. Their professionalism was to be admired’ 
Rous Lench Village Hall – (Fri 16th Apr) – ‘Amazing concert, really well put together’
Pantabus Theatre – Tales of the Country
Brian Viner’s weekly dispatches from the country are among the most popular features in The Independent newspaper. Having moved with his family from a terraced house in north London to a rambling grange in rural Herefordshire, their first twelve months were duly detailed in the wildly successful book Tales of the Country. This small scale touring show takes on the story of the Viner family bedding into their new life deep in the English countryside. Full of hilarious incidents and compelling characters, Tales of the Country is a beguiling chronicle of the pleasures and pitfalls that await a family from the city chasing a rural idyll.
Peopleton Village Hall – (Fri 23rd Apr) – ‘Brilliant subject for a rural village audience, superb reaction from all customers’ 

Ratatat Theatre Company – Wind and the Willows

Written in 1908, this children’s bedtime favorite is a classic tale of mysticism, adventure, morality and camaraderie. The story is fast-paced, fun, full of pathos and gentle humor focusing on the four animal characters: the irrepressible Toad (played by Dominic Goodwin), Unassuming Ratty, Gentle Mole and the all-knowing, all-seeing Badger. 

The show is great fun; you are assured of a delightful evening for all the family….and you know it will be fun with these four pulling the raffle.

Eckington Village Hall – (sat 12th June) – ‘The quality & content of the show was excellent. We had people in the audience who had recently attended a local amateur performance of WITW. In there opinion this performance was by far superior, more fluent, more energetic and more convincing’ 

Bishampton Village Hall – (Tue 8th June) – ‘Performance was excellent, we were amazed how versatile the company were in adapting to our hall stage, lighting and sound equipment as if they had been rehearsing here for weeks not just under two hours!!’

New Perspectives Theatre Company – Those Magnificent Men

By any standards, it’s a classic tale of plucky British pioneers – Captain John Alcock, dashing World War 1 fighter pilot and Lieutenant Arthur Whittam Brown, navigational genius with a gammy leg, huddled together against the elements in the tiny cockpit of their converted Vickers Vimy biplane, made almost entirely of wood and canvass – talk about winging it! Now critically-acclaimed comedy-writing duo, Brian Mitchell and Joseph Nixon, have turned the story of the race to conquer the skies over the Atlantic into a fast and furious comic tour-de-force  
Elmbridge Village Hall – (Fri 16th Apr) – ‘An ideal show for this audience, the classic story combined with the humour and the brilliance of the performance and set delighted everyone’ 
