Shindig 2011/12 Tour
Duo Transatlantique - In Concert
Family friendly show - All ages welcome

Formed in 2002 in Baltimore, under the guidance of Julian Gray, an acclaimed chamber musician and founder of the Gray Pearl guitar duo, Duo Transatlantique combines the prize-winning talents of young guitarists Maud Laforest and Benjamin Beirs (pronounced to rhyme with ‘wires’). Duo Transatlantique is a celebration of the power of music and its ability to cross bridges, cultures and time zones.

The Duo gives concerts throughout France and America performing at such prestigious venues as the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the American Cathedral in Paris. Famed French composer, Eric Pénicaud has just dedicated his “little Suite for Children” to the duo.

Harvington Village Hall (Friday 8th October)
Promoters Comments - 'Truly fabulous'

Birlingham Village Hall (Sunday 10th October)
Promoters Comments - ' Wonderful performance, style, emotion and skill, it was all there'
Vamos Theatre - Nursing Lives
Family show best suited for children 8+

Nursing Lives originates from the true stories of nurses, doctors and patients at the former Worcester Royal Infirmary. The hospital has national significance being, amongst other things, the site where the British Medical Association was founded in 1834. At its heart, Nursing Lives is a human story that celebrates nurses at work and play during the years of World War II.

It’s 1939 and Florence is a young trainee nurse thrown directly into the harsh realities of work on the ward. She encounters the wrath of Sister Martin, endures and enjoys the pranks of fellow nurses, falls in love with her soldier sweetheart, Johnny, and confronts the heart wrenching inequalities in the use of the new super drug, penicillin…will her dream of saving lives come true?

Bishampton Villages Hall (Friday 8th October)
Promoters Comments - ' Such a clever idea and as the story came alive, we forgor that they were wearing masks as with the movement, posture and choreography all the characters became real people and we felt the joy and sorrow that was expressed in the story'

Evesham Arts Centre, WR11 4QH (Wed 24th November)
Promoter Comments - 'Quality and content of the show was excellent. Reaction from the audience was very positive'

Offenham Village Hall, WR11 8QD (Fri 4th February)



NTC Theatre Company - The Old Curiosity Shop
Adults and young people aged 11+

It’s not about a shop at all. Dickens changed his mind. It’s a journey, a flight undertaken by the girl Nell and her gamblingaddicted Grandfather. A flight from demons and enemies.

Dogging their footsteps are the bad guys, Quilp and the crooked lawyer Brass. Also hard on their trail is the single Gentleman, mysterious and rich. Along the road, Nell and her Grandfather meet a whole Fun and Horror House set of characters who help and hinder, amuse and bemuse, sucker and succour them. And then there’s Dick Swiveller and his Marchioness, the comedy second-leads who get dragged into full-screen close up as the lovers.

In this innovative and imaginative adaptation, Little Nell and Quilp are played by the same female actor reflecting the struggle between good and evil. True to the inner life of the book, this adaptation shows Dickens at his best, funniest and as a master of the grotesque.

Ashton Under Hill Village Hall, WR11 7SW (Saturday 23rd October)
Promoter comments - 'The quality of the play and players was very good, although could have been longer'

Offenham Village Hall, WR11 8QD (Sunday 24th October)


Alistair Anderson - In Concert
Families and young people aged 10+

Alistair Anderson has been at the forefront of traditional music for over 30 years. Internationally acknowledged as the master of the English Concertina, he has appeared on TV, radio and concert platforms across the world and has recorded and performed with artists ranging from Kate Bush to the Lindsay String Quartet and from the Northern Sinfonia Orchestra to Nigel Kennedy. He is also one of the leading performers on the Northumbrian Smallpipes, a much quieter and more subtle sounding type of bagpipe than its better known cousin from north of the border.

Alistair introduces the folk music of Northumberland, Scotland and Ireland with beguiling tales of the history of the tunes and the characters he learnt the music from. He is steeped in the tradition, having spent many years playing with the three older shepherd musicians of the Cheviot Hills, but also works at the cutting edge of music, collaborating with musicians from the world of jazz and classical music. On occasion, he draws on the tradition of dialect poetry and recitation to include a light-hearted story or poem in the concert.

Harvington Village Hall, WR11 8NQ (Thursday 11th November)
Promoters Comments - 'described to me as the best concertina player in the whole world'!

Cleeve Prior Memorial Hall, WR11 8LE (Friday 8th April)
Promoter Comments - 'Extremely good at what he did, amused the audience strongly'
New Century Theatre Company - Blue Remembered Hills
Suitable for adults and children aged 11+

Dennis Potter’s brilliant and often hilarious evocation of war-time childhood games, rivalries, jealousies – and tragedies – is brought to life in an exciting and original production by New Century Theatre Company, one of the West Midlands’ most dynamic and innovative theatre companies. This apparently simple tale relates the activities of seven-year-olds on a summer afternoon. Willie tags along as burly Peter bullies Raymond and is challenged by fair-minded John. Audrey is over-shadowed by Angela's prettiness and wreaks her angry frustrations on the boys.

All of them gang up on the terrified `Donald Duck' who, abused by his mother and ridiculed by his peers, plays his own dangerous game of pyromania.

In a unique twist, the children’s roles are acted out by a cast of adults. The original ground-breaking production featured Helen Mirren and Colin Welland and was truly unforgettable

Ashton Under Hill Village Hall, WR11 7SW (Saturday 20th November)
Promoters Comments - 'the quality of the play and players was very good', although felt tha the play was too short'

The Opera Dudes - The Codfathers of Croon
Family Friendly Show

They’ve been practising their scales, studying their ‘tuna day’ books, putting their heart and sole into preparations and now The Opera Dudes are ready to give you a whale of a time! Enough of the fishy humour, over the last four years The Opera Dudes have been causing a sensation, touring the country in a grey Fiat van and performing more than 200 gigs to universal acclaim. From Cumbria to Kent, audiences have been saying “I haven’t laughed so much in ages.”
These two have the style and sophistication of II Divo, the talent of Bocelli and Bublé and the comic timing of Gordon Brown! (oh dear!).

This year, they make you an offer you cannot refuse: two hours in the company of Opera’s answer to the Spice Girls – Posh and Bricks – with some of the most romantic music, the sharpest suits and the corniest jokes! Be invigorated by Verdi, ravished by Rachmaninov and bowled over by Bernstein. Expect the unexpected: this show features Swing, Grand Opera, Neopolitan songs, West End classics as well as daft sketches, surprising impersonations and plenty of audience particiaption.This show will satisfy genuine opera buffs but equally amuse and entertain those who love popular music. Entertainment with some great music and firstclass singing into the bargain. A unique opportunity to enjoy ‘salmon’ enchanted evening!

Cleeve Prior Memorial Hall, WR11 8LE (Sunday 28th November)
Promoters Comments - 'Top quality, plenty of audience participation, plenty of laughter'

Elmbridge Village Hall, WR9 0DA (Saturday 22nd January)
Promoter comments - 'A fantastic show, well recommended for a village hall audience'

Eckington Village Hall, WR10 3AU (Friday 11th March)
Promoters comments - 'extremely talented performers with excellent voices which complimented each other'

Harvington Village Hall, WR11 8NQ (Sunday 17th April)
Promoters Comments - 'Excellent show, very talented, very funny and ideal for a village hall setting'
Multi Story Theatre Company - The Twelve Wild Ducks
Families and children aged 5+

Be very careful what you wish for. That’s what the Queen discovers when, after having twelve sons, she wishes for a daughter. For, at the very moment her beautiful daughter is born, her sons are transformed into wild ducks.

When Princess Snow-Rose learns what happened to her brothers, she sets out on an epic journey to try and release them from their enchantment. She must weave and sew 12 shirts from nettles. And, as if that isn’t hard enough, for three years she must stay silent and neither smile nor weep. This traditional Norwegian tale is a fabulous fable of determination in the face of great hardship. The production is set in a dreamy, bedtime state – somewhere between sleep and wake - with performers/storytellers Gill Nathanson and Bill Buffery dressed in their pyjamas and dressing-gowns. Gentle songs weave through the piece.

Books become castles and wild ducks. Simple elements of physical theatre transport you from palaces to forests, to cottages, to nettle-patches and dungeons. Multi Story brings their customary magic to bear with a blend of live music, magical word-weaving and the engaging physicality that has become their hallmark.

Offenham Village Hall, WR11 8QD (Sunday 5th December)

Martin Simpson - In Concert
Family friendly show, all ages welcome

In the last two years, Martin Simpson has been busier, more successful and more visible than ever before in his 37 year career; a veritable overnight sensation at the age of 56! Televised appearances at the Albert Hall at the first ever Folk Prom and on Later with Jools Holland, radio appearances with Aled Jones, Mike Harding and Simon Mayo together with numerous festival appearances and a series of almost completely sold out UK tours garnered extraordinarily good reactions and continue to raise his profile. His 2007 release ‘Prodigal Son’ was nominated for five BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards, and won Album of the Year and Best Original Song for the deeply moving ‘Never Any Good’. At the end of 2008,

Simpson returned to the States for the first time in 5 years for a triumphant series of gigs. Having lived and worked in America for 14 years, he is regarded there as a guitar legend, and an enormously influential musician.

2009 saw the release of a new CD, ‘True Stories’, to wide critical acclaim (nominated for Rroots Album of the Year 2009) which features, for the first time, some of Martin’s own original compositions.

Bretforton, The Fleece Inn Barn, WR11 7JE (Sunday 5th November)

Fairgame Theatre Company - Cinderella
Family show best suited for children aged 7+

Fairgame’s new production spins the record back to the 1970s; the decade of discontent. Not your traditional panto, but a beautifully rich tale of family relationships, grief and first love all deliciously jumbled up with dangerously big flares and disco with a capital D.

From down-at-heart to the heart and soul of the party, Cinderella’s timeless story, combined with a lyrical script directed by Greg Banks, diamond-encrusted tunes composed and directed by Thomas Johnson and a live band on stage, all ensure a high-energy, moving and unforgettable night. (Platform boots optional!).

A lovely family show on your doorstep in the run-up to Christmas!

Drakes Broughton Village Hall, WR10 2AJ (Saturday 11th November)

Shoo Shoo Baby - The Entire History of Cabaret

Suitable for all ages: 9-99!

The effortlesly funny double act return to the stage to heroically perform The Entire History of Cabaret in just 90 minutes! In their new show, the Shoo Shoos whirl the audience breathlessly past the spectres haunting cabaret’s past. The journey begins in the Belle Époque Paris where famed raconteur Alphonse Allais’ chilling story of Dr Snowdrop is transformed into the operetta worthy of Le Chat Noir. As we rattle through the gloomily decadent Weimar Republic, Marlene Dietrich’s timeless torch songs illunminate the darkness. The ride then hurtles across the Atlantic through the Cotton Club, where Duke Ellington’s subversive jazz innovations are given an unexpectedly modern twist. The Shoo Shoos epic quest to resolve the modern cabaret performer’s dilemma – ‘art’ versus ‘entertainment’ - is satisfied with their macabre opera parody Benjamin Britten’s Got Talent.

The Entire History of Cabaret features witty new arrangements of songs such as Falling in Love Again, I Am A Vamp, Eleanor Rigby, New York New York, Hot Voodoo and Avenue C.

Cropthorne & Charlton Village Hall, WR10 3NH (Saturday 15th January)
Promoters Comments - 'Absolutely superb performance,thotoughly professional'
Bishampton Villages Hall, WR10 2LY (Friday 15th April)
Promoters Comments - 'Shoo Sjoo Baby were a hit with our audience. A talented trio'

The New Budapest Cafe Orchestra - In Concert
Family friendly show, all ages welcome The New Budapest Café Orchestra plays powerful, driving folk-based music from Eastern Europe inspired by the music of European gypsies. The music evokes vivid images of Tzigane fiddle maestros, Budapest café life and gypsy campfires.

Comprising five fabulous players and boasting some of the country’s most revered international stars:

Chris Garrick - violin and hair tricks (one of Europe’s most celebrated jazz violinists performing regularly with Cleo Lane and John Dankworth), Eddie Hession - free bass accordion (has accompanied Luciano Pavarotti, Placido Domingo and Jose Carreras and was supreme accordion champion of Great Britain), Julian Arnott - violin and box, Kelvin Cantlon - double bass and Adrian Zolotuhin - guitar, saz and balalaika - they cast an intoxicating spell on all those who witness their entrancing performances.

The band plays an impassioned but often tender mixture of blistering Hungarian Czardas, Russian and Ukranian folk songs, grief-stricken ballads and rollicking dances from Romania and Bulgaria as well as their own electrifying compositions.

Harvington Village Hall, WR11 8NQ (Monday 17th January)
Promoters Comments - 'All amazingly talented'

Crowle Parish Hall, WR7 4AZ (Saturday 22nd January)
Promoters Comments - 'Excellent performane - engaging and entertaining'
RO:TORO - In Concert
All ages welcome , family friendly show

RO:TORO plays traditional Estonian melodies with a female piper, an improvising saxophonist, electric guitar and a mad percussionist who plays plastic bowls on a waterbed! The saxophone and water drums provide a modern counterpoint to the bagpipes’ traditional sound.

The group has its origins in Viljandi Cultural Academy of the University of Tartu and works with traditional Estonian bagpipe tunes which also inspire its original compositions. RO:TORO has been collecting the songs of Khant (speakers of the Finno-Ugric language Khanty, who live in remote parts of Russia) and will be including some of them in their concert. You may also see the foot waltz, learn some Estonian words and marvel at the plethora of unusual items that can make percussive sounds as Silver Sepp creates percussion from planks of wood, bicycle wheels and other everyday objects!
A wonderful spectacle, witty and quirky, and a great family event.

Stoulton Village Hall, WR7 4RE (Saturday 12th March)
Promoters Coments - 'A very entertaining show with a varied content of music and songs'

Cleeve Prior Memorial Hall, WR11 8LE (Sunday 13th March)
Promoters Comments - 'musicianship - very good, amusement factor - very good, content was very good although of course we had no idea what he was singing about...'!

New Perspective Theatre Company - Lark Rise to Candleford
Adults and young people aged 12+

Flora Thompson’s enduring portrait of growing up in rural Oxfordshire in the twilight years of the nineteenth century, and her vivid account of the dawn of a new age of ‘progress’ that would sweep away the centuries-old way of life she knew so well, has captivated readers for more than half a century.

Now New Perspectives, acclaimed for its many productions exploring life in rural England, past and present, has transformed Flora Thompson’s gentle masterpiece into a funny, touching and engrossing new theatre show – a faithful account of this unsentimental yet deeply affectionate picture of village life, and a delightful introduction to an unforgettable cast of characters.

Ashton Under Hill Village Hall, WR11 7SW, (Sunday 8th May)
Promoters Comments - 'All enjoyed it immensley, very professional production as always'
Buffalo Gals - In Concert
Family friendly, suitable for all ages

The Buffalo Gals are at the forefront of the emerging American roots music scene in the UK and Europe and represent a revival of the string band tradition in its most vibrant form. Combining a love of traditional sounds with an enthusiasm for fresh arrangement and a talent for lively entertainment, they appeal to audiences of all ages and types, whether they be aficionados of old-time country music or completely new to its charms.

This six-piece band (two of whom are definitely not Gals!), led by champion Maryland USA fiddler, Kate Lissauer, specialises in performance of the old songs and tunes of Appalachia, blues and rags, ballads and work songs, dance numbers, spirituals and gospel, all delivered with passion and flair and punctuated by Sibs who performs stunning and thrillingly syncopated percussive step-dances that has become one of their trademarks.

The Buffalo Gals’ authentic style is infused with their own unique brand of excitement and energy and the visual and musical delights of their performances, as well as their humour and rapport with the audiences, have made the band a one of the most sought after acts on the roots music circuit. With their top-class instrumental work, the Buffalo Gals continue to surprise and delight people wherever they go. This is your chance to host an irresistible show in the timehonoured style of the old country string band. Don’t miss it!

Bredons Norton Sailing Club House, GL20 7HD (Sunday 20th March)
Promoters Comments - 'Absolutely excellent'
Hot Fingers - In Concert
Suitable for families and young people aged 10+

This trio welcomes you to an eclectic mix of vintage acoustic string music. The trio visit the hot jazz of 1920s New York and sophisticated 1930s Swing. From the ‘French Coffee House’ sound of the king of gypsy guitar Django Reinhardt, the early blues of Lonnie Johnson, the syncopated rhythms of artists such as Argentinean Oscar Aleman and the Swing Guitar pioneer Eddie Lang.

Featured vocals include earthy blues, sentimental ballads, novelty crooning and the Jump Jive style of Louis Prima. Although just a trio, the band can be seen removing three guitars, a double bass, a banjo, a mandolin, a ukulele, a clarinet, a sousaphone, a bass clarinet and a pair of castanets from the band van! Playing acoustically for a truly authentic sound, the band attracts audiences from all ages and musical tastes with their infectious enthusiasm and light-hearted approach; great chat and informative whilst entertaining.

Harvington Village Hall, WR11 8NQ (Friday 1st April)
Promoters Comments - 'a fantastic sho with 3 really talented musicians'

Birlingham Village Hall, WR10 3AB (Sunday 17th April)
Promoters Comments - 'Excellent perfromace in every respect'
Hang Wangford & Bad Breath - No Hall 2 Small
Age 10 -100 years!

Hank and Brad first played together in the 1980s and have stayed in touch ever since. They have now decided to pole their way up the river of pain once more, reviving the partnership which brought them together all those years ago.

Delving into the dark underbelly of Country music and finding laughter within the misery of life, Hank and Brad (aka Dr Sam Hutt and Andy Roberts respectively!) will be your guides; with original songs from their respective CDs and specially chosen obscure country classics. Their individual CVs are pretty impressive and they are both passionate about country music and seek to take the flame to nonbelievers (seeming to convert all those in their path!)! It promises to be a great evening of music and songs interspersed with Glimpses of Gloom and deadpan humour from Hank, and yodelling with a rope trick or two from Brad.

They will have you lapping up every ‘miserable’ minute with glee. Enjoy!

Bretforton, The Fleece Inn Barn, WR11 7JE (Sunday 10th April)
Promoters Comments - 'successful night'

James Hickman & Dan Cassidy - In Concert
Family friendly, suitable for all ages

James Hickman and Dan Cassidy are a newly formed transatlantic folk and roots duo. Dan Cassidy (USA), a virtuoso musician, provides an exciting array of fiddling renditions and harmony singing, while James Nathan Hickman (UK) brings his driving guitar playing and wonderfully unique interpretations of songs to their mixture of new and old roots music.

An evening of folk and roots music from America and Britain presented with voice, violin and guitar.

Stoulton Village Hall, WR7 4RE (Friday 6th May)
Promoters Comments - 'Excellent performance, skilful musicians with a great rapport with each other and the audience'

Sytchampton Village Hall, DY13 9SY (Saturday 7th May)
Promoters Comments - relaxed and polished performance and interacted extemely well'


'Badapple Theatre Company - The James Herriot Story
Families and young people aged 10+

This one man show from Badapple Theatre continues the long lineage of biography based dramas that the company has amassed since its first tours in 1998. Set in a Yorkshire pub in the farming heyday of the 1940s, The James Herriot Story sets off the early biography of the late Alf Wight – better known under his pen name of James Herriot – against a myriad of local characters inspired by the All Creature Great and Small novels.

Badapple gives an upbeat and entertaining performance as the local vet comes down from Glasgow and finds himself in an altogether different world…Originally conceived for village hall touring, the show is a lighthearted comic look at one of England’s best loved writers.

Cleeve Prior Memorial Hall, WR11 8LE (Saturday 14th May)
Promoters Comments - 'Excellent'

Elmbridge Village Hall, WR9 0DA (Sunday 15th May)
Promoters Comments - 'Fantastic perfromance, we all loved it'

Bishampton Villages Hall, WR10 2LY (Sunday 22nd May)
Promoters Comments - 'Lovely heartwarming story, audience loved it'

Daniel Smith Blues Band - In Concert
Suitable for everyone

A great night of old-style barrelhouse boogie woogie piano from exceptional pianist/vocalist, Daniel Smith, “A serious challenger to Jools Holland as the UK's No 1 boogie pianist” (Blues In Britain). Great technical artistry, strong voice and a good sense of humour!
Rip-roaring downhome Chicago blues are thrown into a heady mix of groovy blues-jazz material, classic tunes and excellent originals, all infused with Daniel’s phenomenal dexterity (“Dazzlingly accomplished”, The Guardian) and laconic on-stage humour. With eight albums, numerous BBC Radio, UK and European festival appearances, tours with Chicago bluesmen and over 15 years of performing, Daniel’s pedigree is without question.

Daniel and Jon plus Pete Miles on drums (has played world-wide with the likes of Eric Clapton and BB King) and Andy Jones on bass and vocals (long-time rhythm section partner of Pete Miles). A great line up with each musician complimenting the others.

Eckington Village Hall, WR10 3AU (Saturday 21st May)
Promoters Comments - 'Excellent in every respect apart from the noise levels, found it hard to hear vocals. The call for an encore was deafening'

The New Rope String Band - In Concert
All ages welcome! (occasional small bit of smoke from flash powder) 

The New Rope String Band is made up of four experienced, talented musicians playing beautiful, lively acoustic music from various traditions around the world. Pete Challoner and Tim Dalling (from The Old Rope String Band) have joined forces with two amazing musicians, Jock Tyldesley and Vera van Heeringen, and together they sing, dance and play their socks off, on fiddles, guitar, piano, accordion, mandolin and anything else that comes to hand.

But people just laugh at them.

Rous Lench Village Hall, WR11 4UN (Saturday 21st May)
Promoters comments - 'Fantastic performance,the audience loved them'

Maire Ni Chatasaigh & Chris Newman - In Concert
Adults and young people aged 11+

“Dazzling, dramatic, original, unique, revered, inspired, gloriously adventurous, bewitching, electrifying, influential, impassioned, achingly beautiful…”
…are just some of the adjectives used to describe this remarkable duo! Since their début at the 1987 Cambridge Folk Festival, England’s premier flatpicking guitar wizard, Chris Newman, and brilliant, innovative harper Máire Ní Chathasaigh (pronounced Moira Nee Ha-ha-sig) have toured 22 countries with their addictive and breathtaking cocktail of dynamic Irish dance music, gorgeous airs, evocative old songs and striking new compositions – spiced with shots of hot jazz and bluegrass thrown in!

Their latest CD, FireWire, has garnered extraordinary critical acclaim and was voted Best Celtic Instrumental Album in the 2009 Just Plain Folks Music Awards (Nashville, Tennessee - the largest music awards of any kind anywhere): "Máire Ní Chathasaigh is in a class of her own.” (The Guardian); “guitar playing of astonishing virtuosity and versatility” (Songlines).

Their “blazing guitar and dancing harp”, coupled with Máire’s wonderfully clear, warm and expressive voice and Chris’ “subversively witty introductions” guarantee a unique and captivating evening.

Bredons Norton Severn Sailing Club House (Saturday 11th June)
Promoters Comments - 'Excellent performance, well received'

Harvington Village Hall (Sunday 12th June)
Promoters comments - 'Outstanding'

If you are interested in becoming a promoter of Shindig please visit the Live and Local website
