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Wychavon District Council 
 
Notes of the Meeting of the Agriculture and Migrant Workers Policy Development 
Panel held at 2.00 p.m. on Monday, 12 May 2008 in the Training Room, Civic Centre, 
Pershore. 
 
 
 
Present:- Councillor Mrs A Steel – Chairman. 
  
 
Councillors:-  Officers:- 
 

Mrs J C Dowty 
Mrs J A Pearce 
Mrs E K Stokes 
K N Wright 
 

 Andrew Bilbrough 
Dee Bough 
Chris Brooks 
Gill Collin 
Kirstie May-Jones 
Phil Merrick 
Kath Smith 
Chris Wilkes 
 
 

 
  Guests:- 
 

  Andrew Rudd, Senior 
Research Officer, 
Worcestershire County 
Council. 
Sergeant Phil Stayte, West 
Mercia Police. 
Jamie Jackson, Employment 
Engagement Manager, Job 
Centre Plus. 
 

 
7. Apologies for absence and notification of substitutes.  
 
 There were none.  

 
8. Declarations of Interests.  
 
 There were none.  

 
9. Notes.  
 
 The Notes of the meeting of the Panel held on 14 April 2008 were received and 

noted.  Further to a request from a member, the Officers undertook to review the 
schedule annexed to the Notes and add further details, where appropriate.  The 
revised schedule is annexed to these notes. 
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10. Presentation.  
 
 The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Andrew Rudd, Senior Research Officer, 

Worcestershire County Council.  Andrew then made a verbal presentation based 
on the document appended to these Notes. 
 
Andrew Bilbrough outlined some of the housing issues relating to migrant 
workers, with particular reference to the Port Street area of Evesham. 
 
The following points/comments/questions were made/raised:- 
 

• that generally National Insurance Information was not publically available, 
but might be obtained under Freedom to Information legislation.  However 
it would probably have to come from Ministers and may not show country 
of origin, 

 
• that electoral register information, which was constantly updated would be 

looked at in due course, 
 

• that whilst data on the number of dependants was not currently available, 
it was accepted that it would be useful in determining housing need, 

 
• schools census did identify people not speaking English as their first 

language, but whilst being a priority for some schools was not a priority 
for the majority of them, 

 
• Wychavon research undertaken 2 years ago revealed that about half the 

numbers identified in the Vale of Evesham were registered with a GP, 
 

• that there was an impact on Evesham College English classes, 
 

• immigrants had a positive impact on the local economy, which had 
virtually full employment.  Growers were creating jobs both directly and 
indirectly, 

 
• a TUC survey on Economics and Migration had concluded that 

immigration had not led to unemployment, 
 

• most surveys concluded the positive economic impact of immigration, 
except the recent House of Lords Study which was broadly neutral, 

 
• that migrant workers claiming unemployment benefit was below 1 per 

cent and there was little evidence locally that they suppressed wages, 
 

• that crime was recorded by ethnic group and not nationality.  Crime 
statistics were given, 

 
• the majority of immigrant workers were Polish, but apart from a small 
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degree of problems with drink/drive and drink related violence amongst 
Poles there were not any significant crime problems with this group, 

 
• Poles tended to have a natural distrust of the police who had published 

literature in 8 different languages.  Generally they were not a problem, 
except when language problems were experienced when they were 
arrested.  This involved time and money with interpreters, but crime was 
minimal, 

 
• there were some traffic offences due to unawareness/misunderstanding 

of traffic laws.  Cars had to be roadworthy and obtaining correct paper 
work could be difficult, 

 
• that there was no easy way to establish houses in multiple occupation 

and data was collected informally.  Bad ones probably represented  
     about one third of the total, 
 
• Larger hostels were licensable and only 2 of the 15 in Wychavon were 

occupied by immigrants.  There was a total of 123 houses in multiple 
occupation, representing 250 immigrants.  Generally these represented 
2/3 bed houses, which could be sub-let, 

 
• there was a housing needs issue, but where would immigrants live if 

displaced from current accommodation?   
 

• help was given financially e.g. smoke alarms, 
 

• there was a substantial turnover in housing occupation and the Council 
Tax Department was constantly chasing up arrears, 

 
• parts of Port Street and Waterside, Evesham were the main areas of 

houses in multiple occupation.  Photographic examples were circulated, 
 

• a survey ‘operation swan’ to establish numbers up to the old cinema in 
Port Street, Evesham had established 80 per cent of occupants, 

 
• there were rogue landlords who treated tenants badly and evicted them 

illegally, which had a homelessness impact for Wychavon.  There was 
however contact with some landlords who were encouraged to contact 
Wychavon with any tenant problems.  Notwithstanding this there was a 
need for an overall strategy, 

 
• there was evidence of unauthorised development, mainly by businesses, 

 
• revenues regulation was a problem, but there were few difficulties on the 

benefits side, 
 
• housing statistics revealed occupants were mainly in the 18-34 age 

group, 
 
• there was evidence of an underground cash economy, 
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• that some 30 per cent of the private rental market had been taken by 

immigrants, 
 

• Some members considered that immigrants were involved in anti social 
behaviour mainly with gypsies and were not brought to book.  The Police 
refuted this, 

 
 

• other members wondered what integration initiatives we had.  A member 
commented that some staff at Wychavon’s contact centres were learning 
polish and that there was now a web site in polish, 

 
• that housing standards in Port Street, Evesham should be raised and that 

a strategic overview of Port Street/Waterside considered and resources 
put in, 

 
• that local housing should be improved for immigrants and the press 

encouraged to play a part in immigrant perceptions.  Also that a welcome 
pack be considered, 

 
• that the myth that immigrants lived on benefits should be dismissed, 

 
• that a strategy and welcome pack on race relations promoting equality be 

considered, 
 

• that there should be more support for local data generation to pass on to 
appropriate persons.  Also that Government should look at existing 
immigrant numbers on a local basis, 

 
• there was a need for all relevant service departments to work with 

planning a lot more, look at all housing data and come up with actual 
issues, 

 
• there was also a need to look at Rural mobile home issues, 

 
• that during the visit to Hereford the Panel would be talking to migrant 

workers,  
 

• that a separate visit to a Wychavon rural patch be considered, and 
 

• that National statistics were considered to be woefully inadequate.  
However Chris Brookes would try and get information from the Local 
Government Association. 

 
The Chairman thanked all for attending the meeting 
  

11. Future meetings.  
 
 The Head of Planning advised that there would not be a meeting with S A Davies 

during the afternoon of the Herefordshire Visit on 23 June, but that another option 
was being explored.  However, S A Davies would be invited to a future meeting 
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of the Panel.   
 
 
 
Agreed 
 
That the Panel be split up for meetings and discussions with migrant workers.  In 
this regard Phil Merrick and Chris Brookes will produce a list of sample 
questions/locations. 
 

 
 
The Meeting closed at 4.06 p.m. 
 
CEW 
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st
ra

te
d 

th
at

 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

ov
er

rid
in

g 
re

as
on

s 
th

at
 

th
ey

 
ne

ed
 to

 b
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

on
 a

 fa
rm

 h
ol

di
ng

. T
he

 
ne

ed
 

to
 

co
ns

id
er

 
su

ch
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
ts

 
ou

ts
id

e 
of

 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
se

ttl
em

en
t 

bo
un

da
rie

s 
w

ill 
ne

ed
 to

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
. 

O
ng

oi
ng

.  
Th

is
 is

 d
ep

en
de

nt
 u

po
n 

pl
an

ni
ng

 a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 fo
r n

ew
 p

ac
kh

ou
se

s 
be

in
g 

su
bm

itt
ed

. 

31
. 

Th
at

 e
xt

en
si

on
s 

to
 e

xi
st

in
g 

pa
ck

ho
us

es
 

an
d 

fo
od

 p
ro

ce
ss

in
g 

pr
em

is
es

 s
ha

ll 
on

ly
 

be
 a

llo
w

ed
 w

he
re

 it
 c

an
 b

e 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
d 

th
at

 t
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
w

ill 
no

t r
es

ul
t 

in
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

se
 in

 H
G

V
 m

ov
em

en
ts

, o
r 

th
ey

 a
re

 
re

qu
ire

d 
to

 
se

rv
e 

th
e 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 
la

nd
 

ho
ld

in
g.

 S
ec

tio
n 

10
6 

ag
re

em
en

ts
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 
re

qu
ire

d 
to

 
en

su
re

 
th

e 
pa

ck
ho

us
e 

re
m

ai
ns

 li
nk

ed
 to

 a
 fa

rm
ho

ld
in

g.
 

O
ng

oi
ng

. R
el

ev
an

t p
ol

ic
ie

s 
in

 W
D

C
 L

oc
al

 P
la

n 
20

06
.  

S
uc

h 
S

10
6 

A
gr

ee
m

en
ts

 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ag
re

ed
 o

n 
m

an
y 

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
 p

ro
po

sa
ls

 fo
r e

xt
en

si
on

s 
to

, a
nd

 n
ew

, 
pa

ck
ho

us
es

 s
in

ce
 th

is
 re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
w

as
 a

cc
ep

te
d 

by
 th

e 
C

ou
nc

il.
 

  

32
. 

Th
at

 a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 f
or

 n
ew

 o
r 

im
pr

ov
ed

 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

at
 t

he
 p

re
m

is
es

 o
f 

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

gr
ow

er
s 

ar
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 o

n 
th

ei
r 

m
er

its
, 

ta
ki

ng
 

in
to

 
ac

co
un

t 
th

e 
ne

ed
s 

of
 

th
e 

in
du

st
ry

, 
th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

on
 l

oc
al

 r
es

id
en

ts
, 

an
d 

th
e 

ab
ilit

y 
of

 t
he

 
lo

ca
l 

ro
ad

 n
et

w
or

k 
to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
an

y 
ad

di
tio

na
l t

ra
ffi

c 
lik

el
y 

to
 b

e 
ge

ne
ra

te
d 

by
 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

O
ng

oi
ng

. R
el

ev
an

t p
ol

ic
ie

s 
in

 W
D

C
 L

oc
al

 P
la

n 
20

06
.  

A
ny

 s
uc

h 
pl

an
ni

ng
 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
ns

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 b

e 
sc

ru
tin

is
ed

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 p
ol

ic
y 
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ria
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 33
. 

Th
at

 g
ro

w
er

s 
ar

e 
en

co
ur

ag
ed

 t
o 

de
ve

lo
p 

a 
w

or
ki

ng
 

C
od

e 
of

 
B

es
t 

P
ra

ct
ic

e 
th

at
 

w
ou

ld
 

al
lo

w
 t

he
m

 
to

 s
ha

re
 p

ac
kh

ou
se

 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s,

 i
n 

pa
rti

cu
la

r 
to

 d
ire

ct
 i

m
po

rte
d 

pr
od

uc
e 

to
 p

ac
kh

ou
se

s 
si

te
d 

in
 t

he
 m

os
t 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 l

oc
at

io
ns

 f
or

 p
ro

ce
ss

in
g 

an
d 

on
w

ar
d 

di
st

rib
ut

io
n.

 

N
o 

pr
og

re
ss

 o
n 

a 
C

od
e 

of
 P

ra
ct

ic
e 

fro
m

 th
e 

in
du

st
ry

. 

34
. 

Th
at

 p
ub

lic
 b

od
ie

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
D

ef
ra

, 
w

ho
 

pr
ov

id
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 s
up

po
rt 

fo
r n

ew
 fo

od
 a

nd
 

fa
rm

in
g 

in
ve

st
m

en
t, 

w
ill 

be
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

d 
to

 
ta

ke
 in
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 a

cc
ou

nt
 th

is
 re

po
rt 

w
he

n 
m

ak
in

g 
in

ve
st

m
en

t 
de

ci
si

on
s.

 
 

In
de

ed
, 

th
ei

r 
fu

nd
in

g 
op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

us
ed

 a
s 

a 
po

si
tiv

e 
to

ol
 f

or
 e

nc
ou

ra
gi

ng
 i

nv
es

tm
en

t 
in

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 lo
ca

tio
ns

. 

N
o 

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f p

ro
gr

es
s 

in
 th

is
 m

at
te

r. 

35
. 

Th
at

 lo
ca

l g
ro

w
er

s 
an

d 
pr

od
uc

er
s 

al
w

ay
s 

se
ek

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l 
pl

an
ni

ng
 a

dv
ic

e 
fro

m
 

th
e 

Lo
ca

l 
P

la
nn

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
pr

io
r 

to
 

un
de

rta
ki

ng
 a

ny
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t o

r 
ch

an
ge

s 
on

 th
ei

r s
ite

s.
 

P
re

-a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

di
sc

us
si

on
s 

en
co

ur
ag

ed
. 

36
. 

Th
at

 l
oc

al
 g

ro
w

er
s,

 p
ro

du
ce

rs
 a

nd
 l

oc
al

 
an

d 
na

tio
na

l t
ra

ns
po

rt 
op

er
at

or
s 

en
ga

ge
d 

in
 s

er
vi

ci
ng

 l
oc

al
 s

ite
s 

de
vi

se
 t

ra
ns

po
rt 

pl
an

s 
ut

ilis
in

g 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 
lo

ca
l 

an
d 

st
ra

te
gi

c 
ro

ut
es

 
su

ita
bl

e 
fo

r 
ac

co
m

m
od

at
in

g 
H

G
V

 t
ra

ffi
c 

aw
ay

 f
ro

m
 

ce
nt

re
s 

of
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
w

ith
in

 t
he

 V
al

e 
of

 
E

ve
sh

am
. 

A
s 

fa
r 
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 i

s 
pr

ac
tic

ab
le

, 
al

l 
‘c

on
tra

ct
ed

’ 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n 
co

m
pa

ni
es

 a
ls

o 
ad

he
re

 to
 s

uc
h 

m
ea

su
re

s.
 

O
ng

oi
ng

 th
ro

ug
h 

Fr
ei

gh
t Q

ua
lit

y 
P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
. 

 W
e 

ne
ed

 t
o 

dr
aw

 a
tte

nt
io

n 
to

 lo
ca

l p
ro

bl
em

s 
w

ith
 s

at
el

lit
e 

na
vi

ga
tio

n,
 a

nd
 it

 is
 

an
tic

ip
at

ed
 a

 re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e 
of

 th
e 

FQ
P

 w
ill 
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te

nd
 th

e 
m

ee
tin

g 
on

 1
4 

Ju
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 2
00
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or

ta
tio

n 
M

at
te

rs
: 

5.
 

Th
at

 
al

l 
ap

pl
ic

an
ts

 
fo

r 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
af

fe
ct

in
g 

ne
w

 o
r 

ex
is

tin
g 

pr
oc

es
si

ng
 o

r 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n 
fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
pa

ck
ho

us
es

 
su

bm
it 

tra
ns

po
rt 

as
se

ss
m

en
ts

 a
nd

, w
he

re
 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
, 

w
or

kp
la

ce
 t

ra
ve

l 
pl

an
s 

an
d 

lo
rr

y 
co

nt
ro

l 
pl

an
s 

w
ith

 
an

y 
pl

an
ni

ng
 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
ns

 
to

 
en

ab
le

 
th

e 
C

ou
nc

il 
to

 
pr

op
er

ly
 

co
ns

id
er

 
th

e 
pr

op
os

al
s.

 
Th

e 
ab

se
nc

e 
of

 
su

ch
 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

co
ul

d 
re

su
lt 

in
 a

 r
ef

us
al

 o
f 

pe
rm

is
si

on
 i

f 
th

e 
C

ou
nc

il 
is

 n
ot

 s
at

is
fie

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
n 

tra
ffi

c 
m

ov
em

en
ts

. 

O
ng

oi
ng

. 
 Th

er
e 

ha
s 

be
en

 p
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 th
is

 m
at

te
r t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
pl

an
ni

ng
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n 
pr

oc
es

s,
 

in
 a

cc
or

da
nc

e 
w

ith
 L

oc
al

 P
la

n 
po

lic
ie

s.
 

6.
 

In
 m

ak
in

g 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t c
on

tro
l d

ec
is

io
ns

, 
th

e 
D

is
tri

ct
 

C
ou

nc
il 

an
d 

th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 
hi

gh
w

ay
 a

ut
ho

rit
y 

sh
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

du
e 

re
ga

rd
 

to
 t

he
 u

ni
qu

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

tic
s 

of
 t

he
 r

oa
d 

ne
tw

or
k 

an
d 

th
e 

pa
tte

rn
 

of
 

lo
rry

 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 in
 th

e 
V

al
e 

an
d 

m
or

eo
ve

r, 
th

e 
im

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 f

or
 t

ra
ffi

c 
gr

ow
th

 a
w

ay
 f

ro
m

 
th

e 
lim

ite
d 

pr
in

ci
pa

l r
oa

d 
ne

tw
or

k.
 

O
ng

oi
ng

. 
 Th

e 
vi

ew
s 

of
 th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 A

ut
ho

rit
y 

ar
e 

al
w

ay
s 

ta
ke

n 
in

to
 a

cc
ou

nt
 w

he
n 

pl
an

ni
ng

 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 a

re
 c

on
si

de
re

d.
 

8.
 

Th
e 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t 

sh
ou

ld
 i

nv
es

tig
at

e 
th

e 
m

er
its

 
an

d 
fe

as
ib

ilit
y 

of
 

re
gu

la
tin

g 
th

e 
tra

ffi
c 

m
ov

em
en

ts
 o

f 
no

n-
 U

K
 r

eg
is

te
re

d 
lo

rr
ie

s 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 a
t w

ee
ke

nd
s 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 

th
e 

ad
ve

rs
e 

am
en

ity
 im

pa
ct

 o
n 

lo
ca

l r
ur

al
 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

. 

N
o 

pr
og

re
ss

. P
et

er
 L

uf
f M

P
 u

nd
er

to
ok

 to
 ra

is
e 

th
is

 m
at

te
r i

n 
P

ar
lia

m
en

t f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

la
st

 m
ee

tin
g 

of
 P

an
el

 2
 M

ar
ch

 2
00

6.
 

9.
 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 c

om
m

en
ds

 t
he

 w
or

k 
of

 t
he

 
Fr

ei
gh

t 
Q

ua
lit

y 
P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 i

n 
pr

od
uc

in
g 

an
d 

di
st

rib
ut

in
g 

th
e 

m
ul

ti-
lin

gu
al

 m
ap

 o
f 

W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 

to
 

as
si

st
 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
dr

iv
er

s.
 

O
th

er
 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 
C

ou
nt

ie
s 

ar
e 

ur
ge

d 
to

 fo
llo

w
 th

is
 e

xa
m

pl
e.

 

M
ul

ti-
lin

gu
al

 m
ap

 p
ro

du
ce

d.
  

 A
 w

id
er

 c
irc

ul
at

io
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

.  
It 

is
 a

nt
ic

ip
at

ed
 th

at
 a

 re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e 
of

 th
e 

FQ
P

 w
ill 

at
te

nd
 th

e 
m

ee
tin

g 
on

 1
4 

Ju
ly

 to
 in

fo
rm

 th
e 

P
an

el
 o

f p
ro

gr
es

s.
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Th
at
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 r

ev
ie

w
 o

f 
hi

gh
w

ay
 s

ig
na

ge
 in

 t
he

 
V

al
e 

of
 

E
ve

sh
am

 
an

d 
th

e 
af

fe
ct

ed
 

st
ra

te
gi

c 
ro

ad
 

ne
tw

or
k 

in
 

th
e 

ar
ea

 
(in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

M
5 

an
d 

A
46

 
lin

ka
ge

s)
 

sh
ou

ld
 

be
 

un
de

rta
ke

n 
by

 
bo

th
 

th
e 

af
fe

ct
ed

 h
ig

hw
ay

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

po
ss

ib
ly

 v
ia

 
th

e 
Fr

ei
gh

t 
Q

ua
lit

y 
P

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 

an
d 

in
 

co
nj

un
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 a
nd

 s
up

po
rte

d 
by

 t
he

 
in

du
st

ry
 it

se
lf 

w
ith

 th
e 

ai
m

 o
f r

at
io

na
lis

in
g 

an
d 

cl
ar

ify
in

g 
ro

ad
 s

ig
na

ge
 o

n 
a 

st
ra

te
gi

c 
ba

si
s.

 

S
ig

ni
ng

 h
as

 im
pr

ov
ed

. W
C

C
 a

w
ar

e 
of

 re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n.

 
 Th

at
 th

is
 n

ee
ds

 to
 b

e 
re

vi
ew

ed
.  

It 
is

 a
nt

ic
ip

at
ed

 th
at

 a
 re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
e 

of
 th

e 
FQ

P
 

w
ill 

at
te

nd
 th

e 
m

ee
tin

g 
on

 1
4 

Ju
ly

. 

11
. 

Th
at

 b
ot

h 
hi

gh
w

ay
 a

ut
ho

rit
ie

s 
in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
th

e 
m

er
its

 o
f 

an
d 

le
ga

lit
y 

of
 m

ul
ti-

lin
gu

al
 

si
gn

ag
e 

fo
r 

lo
rr

y 
dr

iv
er

s 
on

 th
e 

lo
ca

l r
oa

d 
ne

tw
or

k.
 

N
o 

pr
og

re
ss

.  
D

ep
en

de
nt

 u
po

n 
ac

tio
ns

 o
f C

ou
nt

y 
H

ig
hw

ay
 A

ut
ho

rit
ie

s.
 

12
. 

Th
at

 
sp

ee
d 

re
st

ric
tio

ns
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
fe

as
ib

ilit
y 

of
 

20
m

ph
 

zo
ne

s 
in

 
vi

lla
ge

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 t
hr

ou
gh

 r
ou

te
s 

fo
r 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 

nu
m

be
rs

 o
f 

la
rg

e 
ve

hi
cl

e 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 b
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

C
ou

nt
y 

C
ou

nc
il 

w
he

re
 

lo
ca

l c
om

m
un

iti
es

 in
 th

e 
P

ar
is

he
s 

su
pp

or
t 

th
is

 
ap

pr
oa

ch
. 

Th
e 

S
ou

th
 

E
as

t 
W

or
ce

st
er

sh
ire

 T
ra

ns
po

rt 
Fo

ru
m

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
us

ed
 a

s 
a 

fo
ru

m
 fo

r d
eb

at
in

g 
su

ch
 is

su
es

.

N
ot

hi
ng

 to
 re

po
rt.

  D
ep

en
de

nt
 u

po
n 

P
ar

is
h 

C
ou

nc
ils

 ra
is

in
g 

sp
ee

di
ng

 is
su

es
 w

ith
 

W
C

C
.  

Fu
tu

re
 o

f S
E

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 T

ra
ns

po
rt 

Fo
ru

m
 u

nk
no

w
n 

at
 p

re
se

nt
. 

14
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 s

tro
ng

ly
 b

el
ie

ve
s 

th
at

 t
he

 u
se

 
of

 s
in

gl
e 

na
tio

na
l 

co
nt

ra
ct

s 
fo

r 
su

pp
lie

rs
 

in
 t

er
m

s 
of

 f
oo

d 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n 
is

 n
ot

 a
n 

en
vi

ro
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en
ta

lly
 

su
st
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na

bl
e 

ap
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oa
ch

 
an

d 
ca

nn
ot

 
m

in
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e 

ro
ad

 
m

ile
ag

e 
by
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e 

ve
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 o
n 

th
e 

ro
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 n
et

w
or

k.
  

In
 

ar
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s 
su

ch
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e 

V
al

e 
of

 
E

ve
sh
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w
he

re
 

th
er

e 
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e 
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e 

nu
m

be
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of

 
es
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he

d 
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n 
co

m
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se

t 
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be

 
ex
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d 

by
 

th
e 

su
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ke
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. 

N
o 

pr
og
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ss

 o
n 

th
is
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te
r. 

D
ep

en
de
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 u
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n 
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tio

n 
by

 s
up
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m
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ts
. 
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19
. 

Th
at

 a
ny

 p
ro

po
sa

ls
 f

or
 lo

rr
y 

pa
rk

s 
in

 t
he

 
V

al
e 

sh
ou

ld
 

be
 

ba
se

d 
on

 
a 

so
un

d 
st

ra
te

gi
c 

ca
se

 s
up

po
rte

d 
by

 t
he

 F
re

ig
ht

 
Tr

an
sp

or
t 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

an
d 

ot
he

r 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
e 

bo
di

es
. 

S
uc

h 
pr

op
os

al
s 

sh
ou

ld
 o

nl
y 

be
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
fa

vo
ur

ab
ly

 i
f 

su
ffi

ci
en

t 
de

m
an

d 
is

 p
ro

ve
n 

lo
ca

lly
 a

nd
 

th
e 

si
te

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 in

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t c
on

tro
l 

te
rm

s 
ar

e 
fa

vo
ur

ab
le

. 

N
o 

fir
m

 e
vi

de
nc

e 
of

 n
ee

d 
fo

r l
or

ry
 p

ar
k 

in
 th

e 
V

al
e 

pr
es

en
te

d 
to

 d
at

e.
 

20
. 

Th
e 

C
ou

nc
il 

an
d 

th
e 

C
ou

nt
y 

C
ou

nc
il 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
po

si
tiv

el
y 

in
vo

lv
ed

 i
n 

m
ak

in
g 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

ns
 

to
 

th
e 

Tr
af

fic
 

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s 

on
 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
ns

 
fo

r 
O

pe
ra

to
rs

 
Li

ce
nc

es
 

an
d 

th
e 

re
ce

nt
 

re
lu

ct
an

ce
 to

 d
o 

so
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 re
vi

ew
ed

. 

B
ot

h 
W

C
C

 a
nd

 W
D

C
 h

av
e 

be
en

 a
ct

iv
e 

in
 o

bj
ec

tin
g 

to
 in

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 

fo
r O

pe
ra

to
rs

’ L
ic

en
ce

s.
 

 Th
at

 a
n 

ite
m

 ‘O
pe

ra
to

rs
 L

ic
en

ce
s’

 b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
A

ge
nd

a 
fo

r 
th

e 
ne

xt
 C

ro
ss

 
B

ou
nd

ar
y 

Is
su

es
 M

em
be

r G
ro

up
 –

 P
la

nn
in

g 
M

at
te

rs
 o

n 
25

 A
pr

il 
20

08
.  

It 
w

as
 fe

lt 
th

at
 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
ns

 
sh

ou
ld

 
be

 
ad

ve
rti

se
d 

in
 

bo
th

 
G

lo
uc

es
te

rs
hi

re
 

an
d 

W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 b

ec
au

se
 o

pe
ra

to
rs

 w
er

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 in

 b
ot

h 
co

un
tie

s.
 [

P
os

ts
cr

ip
t: 

 
Th

is
 w

as
 n

ot
ed

 a
t m

ee
tin

g 
on

 2
5 

A
pr

il]
 

21
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 b

el
ie

ve
s 

th
at

 t
he

re
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 
le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
ch

an
ge

 to
 a

llo
w

 th
ird

 p
ar

tie
s 

to
 

be
 

pr
op

er
ly

 
in

vo
lv

ed
 

an
d 

m
ak

e 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tio
ns

 / 
ob

je
ct

 to
 a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 fo

r 
O

pe
ra

to
rs

 L
ic

en
ce

s.
 

N
o 

pr
og

re
ss

. P
et

er
 L

uf
f M

P
 a

w
ar

e 
of

 o
ur

 c
on

ce
rn

s 
on

 th
is

 m
at

te
r. 

 

22
. 

Th
e 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ho
ul

d 
le

gi
sl

at
e 

to
 a

llo
w

 
fo

r 
ne

ig
hb

ou
r 

no
tif

ic
at

io
n 

/ 
be

tte
r 

lo
ca

l 
pu

bl
ic

ity
 a

s 
pa

rt 
of

 t
he

 O
pe

ra
to

r 
Li

ce
nc

e 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e.

 

N
o 

pr
og

re
ss

. P
et

er
 L

uf
f M

P
 a

w
ar

e 
of

 o
ur

 c
on

ce
rn

s 
on

 th
is

 m
at

te
r. 

23
. 

Th
e 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t 

sh
ou

ld
 

al
lo

w
 

Tr
af

fic
 

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s 

to
 in

te
rp

re
t t

he
 le

gi
sl

at
io

n 
m

or
e 

ra
tio

na
lly

 t
o 

al
lo

w
 p

er
so

ns
 a

ffe
ct

ed
 

by
 

th
e 

tra
ffi

c 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 
fro

m
 

an
 

O
pe

ra
tin

g 
C

en
tre

 
to

 
m

ak
e 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tio

ns
 /

 o
bj

ec
tio

ns
 a

nd
 n

ot
 j

us
t 

th
os

e 
pe

rs
on

s 
in

 t
he

 i
m

m
ed

ia
te

 v
ic

in
ity

. 
Th

e 
im

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 

of
 

tra
ffi

c 
m

ov
em

en
ts

 
fro

m
 

an
 

O
pe

ra
tin

g 
C

en
tre

 
ca

n 
af

fe
ct

 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
 a

nd
 i

nd
iv

id
ua

ls
 m

uc
h 

w
id

er
 

th
an

 ju
st

 th
os

e 
ad

ja
ce

nt
 to

 a
 s

ite
. 

N
o 

pr
og

re
ss

. P
et

er
 L

uf
f M

P
 a

w
ar

e 
of

 o
ur

 c
on

ce
rn

s 
on

 th
is

 m
at

te
r. 
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  25
. 

Th
e 

D
is

tri
ct

 C
ou

nc
il 

sh
ou

ld
 c

on
tin

ue
 to

 b
e 

re
pr

es
en

te
d 

in
 th

e 
FQ

P
 a

nd
 a

ls
o 

th
e 

ne
w

 
V

al
e 

of
 

E
ve

sh
am

 
FQ

P
 

an
d,

 
eq

ua
lly

 
im

po
rta

nt
ly

, t
he

 lo
ca

l f
oo

d 
an

d 
di

st
rib

ut
io

n 
se

ct
or

 
sh

ou
ld

 
en

su
re

 
th

ey
 

ar
e 

w
el

l 
re

pr
es

en
te

d 
on

 th
is

 G
ro

up
. 

W
D

C
 re

pr
es

en
te

d.
 It

 is
 a

nt
ic

ip
at

ed
 th

at
 a

 re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e 
of

 th
e 

FQ
P

 w
ill 

at
te

nd
 

th
e 

m
ee

tin
g 

on
 1

4 
Ju

ly
. 

26
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 d

oe
s 

no
t r

eg
ar

d 
th

e 
fin

di
ng

s 
of

 
th

e 
H

al
cr

ow
 

S
tu

dy
 

to
 

be
 

pa
rti

cu
la

rly
 

he
lp

fu
l t

o 
fu

tu
re

 d
ec

is
io

n 
m

ak
in

g 
an

d 
th

e 
B

ad
se

y/
B

re
tfo

rto
n 

by
-p

as
s 

co
nc

ep
t i

s 
on

e 
w

hi
ch

 m
ay

 g
iv

e 
un

re
al

is
tic

 e
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

 
to

 
lo

ca
l 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

. 
 

M
or

eo
ve

r, 
th

e 
P

an
el

 
ar

e 
no

t 
co

nv
in

ce
d 

by
 

th
e 

su
gg

es
te

d 
ce

llu
la

r 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 

to
 

w
ei

gh
t 

re
st

ric
tio

ns
. 

N
ot

hi
ng

 to
 re

po
rt.

 
 Th

is
 m

at
te

r s
ho

ul
d 

be
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 P
an

el
’s

 fi
na

l r
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
ns

. 

28
. 

Th
at

 t
he

 L
oc

al
 H

ig
hw

ay
 A

ut
ho

rit
ie

s 
be

 
aw

ar
e 

of
 t

he
 c

on
ce

rn
s 

of
 t

he
 i

nd
us

try
 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
co

-o
rd

in
at

io
n 

an
d 

ex
ec

ut
io

n 
of

 
ro

ad
 

m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 

an
d 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
 b

us
in

es
s 

op
er

at
io

ns
. 

N
o 

re
sp

on
se

 fr
om

 W
C

C
. 

 To
 b

e 
ke

pt
 u

nd
er

 re
vi

ew
. 

La
bo

ur
 M

at
te

rs
: 

37
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 

su
pp

or
ts

 
th

e 
ca

ll 
fo

r 
th

e 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t 
to

 
ca

rr
y 

ou
t 

de
ta

ile
d 

re
se

ar
ch

 i
nt

o 
ac

cu
ra

te
 m

ea
su

re
m

en
t 

of
 

th
e 

nu
m

be
rs

 o
f 

ca
su

al
 w

or
ke

rs
 i

n 
th

e 
Fo

od
 a

nd
 F

ar
m

in
g 

se
ct

or
. 

Th
is

 s
ho

ul
d 

as
se

ss
 

al
l 

fo
rm

s 
of

 
ca

su
al

 
w

or
ki

ng
 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
S

ea
so

na
l 

A
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l 
W

or
ke

rs
 

S
ch

em
e 

(S
A

W
S

) 
an

d 
W

or
ki

ng
 H

ol
id

ay
 

S
ch

em
e 

as
 

w
el

l 
as

 
th

e 
ga

ng
 

m
as

te
r 

sy
st

em
. 

Th
e 

re
se

ar
ch

 
sh

ou
ld

 
al

so
 

ex
am

in
e 

th
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

f c
as

ua
l w

or
ke

rs
 o

n 
lo

ca
l 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 
ru

ra
l 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

. 
Th

e 
V

al
e 

of
 

E
ve

sh
am

 

S
ub

st
an

tia
lly

 m
or

e 
re

se
ar

ch
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 in

 th
e 

la
st

 3
 y

ea
rs

 a
t d

is
tri

ct
, 

co
un

ty
, r

eg
io

na
l a

nd
 n

at
io

na
l l

ev
el

s.
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38

. 
Th

at
 t

he
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t 
sh

ou
ld

 r
ev

ie
w

 t
he

 
st

ud
ie

s 
lo

ok
in

g 
at

 t
he

 s
ca

le
 o

f 
m

ig
ra

tio
n 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
E

U
 e

nl
ar

ge
m

en
t a

nd
 a

ss
es

s 
th

is
 

in
 

te
rm

s 
of

 
th

e 
ag

ric
ul

tu
re

/h
or

tic
ul

tu
re

 
se

ct
or

s 
an

d 
th

e 
im

pa
ct

 
on

 
ru

ra
l 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

. 

S
ub

st
an

tia
l 

pr
es

su
re

 o
n 

th
e 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t 

lim
ite

d 
ex

tra
 f

un
di

ng
 i

n 
20

08
/0

9 
fo

r 
so

m
e 

lo
ca

l a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

to
w

ar
ds

 c
om

m
un

ity
 c

oh
es

io
n 

(n
ot

 W
yc

ha
vo

n)
 

 39
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 

su
pp

or
ts

 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 a
 n

at
io

na
l 

G
an

g 
m

as
te

r 
C

od
e 

of
 

P
ra

ct
ic

e.
 

H
ow

ev
er

, 
th

e 
P

an
el

 b
el

ie
ve

s 
th

at
 it

 s
ho

ul
d 

in
cl

ud
e 

a 
re

qu
ire

m
en

t 
fo

r 
ba

si
c 

sk
ills

 
i.e

. 
en

gl
is

h 
la

ng
ua

ge
 

an
d 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 

dr
iv

er
 

tra
in

in
g.

 
Th

e 
P

an
el

 
w

ill 
su

pp
or

t 
ef

fo
rts

 
by

 
W

yc
ha

vo
n 

D
is

tri
ct

 
C

ou
nc

il 
in

 p
ar

tn
er

sh
ip

 w
ith

 r
el

ev
an

t 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
 

an
d 

bu
si

ne
ss

es
 t

o 
se

ek
 f

un
di

ng
 

fo
r 

th
e 

de
liv

er
y 

of
 

a 
pi

lo
t 

tra
in

in
g 

sc
he

m
e.

 

G
an

g 
m

as
te

r L
ic

en
si

ng
 A

ut
ho

rit
y 

no
w

 b
ee

n 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d.
 T

he
 c

ou
nc

il 
ha

s 
or

ga
ni

se
d 

a 
nu

m
be

r o
f t

ra
in

in
g 

ev
en

ts
 fo

r l
oc

al
 

bu
si

ne
ss

es
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

th
at

 th
ey

 m
ee

t G
LA

 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
. 
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40
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 

su
pp

or
ts

 
th

e 
H

ou
se

 o
f 

C
om

m
on

s 
S

el
ec

t 
C

om
m

itt
ee

’s
 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n 

th
at

 
in

 
ar

ea
s 

w
he

re
 g

an
g 

la
bo

ur
 is

 
co

m
m

on
ly

 
us

ed
 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n 
sh

ou
ld

 
be

 
gi

ve
n 

to
 t

he
 im

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 f

or
 

ru
ra

l 
se

rv
ic

es
 

an
d 

ho
w

 
th

es
e 

ca
n 

be
 

be
st

 
m

an
ag

ed
. 

W
e 

re
co

m
m

en
d 

th
at

 th
e 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t s

ho
ul

d 
su

pp
or

t 
lo

ca
l 

ag
en

ci
es

 
to

 
pi

lo
t a

nd
 d

el
iv

er
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 

in
iti

at
iv

es
 

in
 

th
e 

V
al

e 
of

 
E

ve
sh

am
.  

W
yc

ha
vo

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

fo
r s

up
po

rt 
vi

a 
ID

E
A

 

 41
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 

re
co

gn
is

es
 

th
at

 
th

e 
su

pe
rm

ar
ke

ts
 a

re
 k

ey
 to

 d
riv

in
g 

up
 e

th
ic

al
 

st
an

da
rd

s 
in

 th
e 

fo
od

 a
nd

 fa
rm

in
g 

se
ct

or
. 

W
e 

w
el

co
m

e 
th

e 
st

ep
s 

cu
rr

en
tly

 b
ei

ng
 

ta
ke

n 
su

ch
 a

s 
th

e 
G

an
g 

m
as

te
r 

C
od

e 
of

 
P

ra
ct

ic
e 

an
d 

et
hi

ca
l a

ud
its

. 
H

ow
ev

er
 t

he
 

P
an

el
 b

el
ie

ve
s 

th
at

 e
th

ic
al

 is
su

es
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 
se

en
 

in
 

a 
w

id
er

 
co

nt
ex

t 
an

d 
th

at
 

su
pe

rm
ar

ke
ts

 
an

d 
su

pp
lie

rs
 

sh
ou

ld
 

be
 

pa
rt 

of
 f

in
di

ng
 b

ro
ad

er
 s

ol
ut

io
ns

 t
o 

th
ei

r 
im

pa
ct

 o
n 

lo
ca

l 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
. 

Th
e 

P
an

el
 

re
co

m
m

en
ds

 
th

at
 

W
yc

ha
vo

n 
D

is
tri

ct
 

C
ou

nc
il 

w
or

ks
 

w
ith

 
th

es
e 

bo
di

es
 

in
 

he
lp

in
g 

to
 p

ilo
t s

om
e 

lo
ca

l i
ni

tia
tiv

es
. 

Li
m

ite
d 

su
cc

es
s 

w
ith

 s
up

er
m

ar
ke

ts
 

Tr
ai

ni
ng

 a
nd

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
M

at
te

rs
: 

47
. 

A
 d

et
ai

le
d 

tra
in

in
g 

ne
ed

s 
an

al
ys

is
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 u
nd

er
ta

ke
n 

fo
r 

th
e 

fo
od

 a
nd

 f
ar

m
in

g 
bu

si
ne

ss
es

 in
 th

e 
D

is
tri

ct
. T

hi
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
pr

od
uc

ed
 

as
 

a 
co

lla
bo

ra
tio

n 
in

vo
lv

in
g 

bu
si

ne
ss

es
, P

er
sh

or
e 

G
ro

up
 o

f C
ol

le
ge

s,
 

Lo
ca

l r
es

ea
rc

h 
co

m
pl

et
ed

. 
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E
ve

sh
am

 
C

ol
le

ge
, 

Le
ar

ni
ng

 
&

 
S

ki
lls

 
C

ou
nc

il 
(L

S
C

) 
an

d 
th

e 
C

ou
nc

il.
 F

un
di

ng
 

to
 c

ar
ry

 o
ut

 th
e 

st
ud

y 
an

d 
its

 fi
nd

in
gs

 w
ill 

be
 

so
ug

ht
 

fro
m

 
pa

rtn
er

s 
su

ch
 

as
 

A
dv

an
ta

ge
 W

es
t 

M
id

la
nd

s 
(A

W
M

), 
D

ef
ra

 
an

d 
th

e 
LS

C
. 

48
. 

Th
e 

in
du

st
ry

 (
gr

ow
er

s,
 p

ro
du

ce
rs

 a
nd

 th
e 

di
st

rib
ut

io
n 

se
ct

or
) 

ne
ed

 t
o 

ha
ve

 b
et

te
r 

lin
ks

 w
ith

 t
he

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
se

ct
or

 a
nd

 t
he

re
 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
m

or
e 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
an

d 
in

iti
at

iv
e 

am
on

gs
t 

em
pl

oy
er

s 
to

 
as

ce
rta

in
 

th
e 

ra
ng

e 
of

 t
ra

in
in

g 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

an
d 

in
flu

en
ce

 
th

e 
fu

tu
re

 d
ire

ct
io

n 
of

 v
oc

at
io

na
l 

tra
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