29 June 2018

Supporting communities event
Please see the programme below for our supporting communities event on 5
July. This event is for representatives from parish and town councils across
Wychavon and will provide information about a range of topical issues
including the new Community Legacy Grant scheme (funded through New
Homes Bonus), South Worcestershire Development Plan review and
Wychavon Village of Culture competition. We would like to encourage as
many parishes as possible to attend, to book a place please contact Tracy
Perkins on 01386 565517 or email tracy.perkins@wychavon.gov.uk.

Intelligently Green Awards – winners announced
The winners of our Intelligently Green Awards were recently announced at
a special ceremony hosted by leading British environmentalist and writer,
Jonathon Porritt, at Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, Lower Smite Farm. The 12
finalists from across the district gathered to see if they were amongst the
winners of the awards that recognise, celebrate and promote local green
projects, activities and lifestyles that are not only good for the environment but
also benefit the community or save money. Councillor Emma Stokes gave
some words of welcome, highlighted a few of the intelligently things that we’re
doing and helped present the awards. The Leader and Deputy Leader also
attended.
The winners (all pictured below) were:
Individual and household category – sponsored by HERU


Chris and Kathy Haynes (joint winner) for their roles in the green
refurbishment of Harvington Village Hall, active involvement in
Harvington Neighbourhood Plan, Worcestershire Heat Networks project
and local food projects.



Robin Walker (joint winner) for his active involvement in Transition
Evesham Vale, Cyclefest, cycle training for schools and Evesham’s
Green Plan.

Business and public sector category – sponsored by Walsh Mushrooms


The Orchard Getaway an off-grid, luxury glamping site set in a plum
orchard at Hinton-on-the-Green.

Community group category – sponsored by Severn Waste Services


Evesham Adventure Playground Association for their community
pantry, playground peddlers and adventure playground.

Schools/college and youth group category – sponsored by University of
Worcester


The DeMontfort School, Evesham for eco-school projects including a
plastic reduction campaign and development of outside space.

Ashton under Hill First School received a special commendation for its
campaign to promote the use of glass instead of plastic milk bottles in schools.

The overall winner of the 2018 Intelligently Green Awards was Evesham
Adventure Playground Association (photo below).
Dave Boucker from Evesham Adventure Playground Association, said:
“We are surprised and very proud to have won these awards and get some
recognition for the things we’re doing. We hope this will encourage even more
children and their parents to think green.”

Jonathon Porritt said, “It’s been wonderful to be part of such an inspiring
event and to hear about local people taking action in their communities. I’m a
firm believer in the power of small numbers of people coming together to make
a big difference and inspiring others in their communities. That’s what this
event has been all about."
Councillor Emma Stokes, who is our Executive Board Member for
Environment and Street Scene, said: “Our judges had a tough enough time
selecting the finalists and it was even more challenging selecting the winners
from such a high standard of entries. We want them all to act as an inspiration
to other individuals, businesses and community groups in showing how
creative projects that are both intelligent and green can really work for
everyone in Wychavon. What an inspiring evening!”
We have made some films of the winners– they are well worth watching and
you will find them here, along with more information about the awards and all
the finalists.

Funding available to help deliver affordable homes
We have secured some Government funding that we want to use to help
encourage Community Led Housing (CLH) in the district and the delivery of
more affordable homes.
CLH encourages communities to get involved with and be at the heart of
schemes that will help deliver affordable housing to meet the needs of people
who live and work locally.
Examples of Community Led Housing schemes would include developing
innovative models of affordable housing such as setting up a Community Land
Trust, groups getting together to build their own homes or having custom-built
homes, or bringing empty properties back into use and then selling or renting
the properties at a price in line with local wages so that local people can afford
to live there.
Our allocation of £252,653 from a national £60 million fund will help pay for our
dedicated Community Led Housing Enabler, Kim Barton. Kim can provide
advice and support to those interested in setting up a scheme, and the funding

will also be used to contribute towards the overall delivery of affordable
housing projects. This could include a range of activities such as:
·

conducting a housing needs survey;

·

contributing towards a land purchase for the delivery of a community-led

housing scheme;
·

contributing to planning application fees or architects’ costs;

·

skills training as part of a scheme – give unemployed or young people

the chance to develop their skills in construction, refurbishment or property
management; or
·

community engagement activities such as group consultation events,

workshops and publicity.
Community groups interested in Community Led Housing – whether they have
a scheme in mind or just want some more information – can contact Kim
Barton on 01386 565252 or email kim.barton@wychavon.gov.uk. More
information about Community Led Housing is also available online at
www.wychavon.gov.uk/community-led-housing-fund.

Village hall workshops
As part of our promise to run a two year programme of workshops for
community groups, parish councils and town councils, we are putting on a day
of workshops around the theme of running a successful community hall. This
will take place on Saturday 20 October, at the Civic Centre in Pershore.
There will be four or five workshops on offer during the day relating to running
a successful community hall. These will run twice from 10am until 12 noon,
and will then repeat again from 1pm until 3pm. The exact details for each
workshop are yet to be confirmed, but they are likely to be based around
finance, bookings, making a planning application, health and safety, recruiting
and retaining volunteers, and greening your community building.

In addition, you will be able to pick up information at the event from others who
run successful projects, such as community transport schemes and community
shops.
If you would like to attend the event, please register your interest with
either Sophie King at sophie.king@wychavon.gov.uk or Tracy Grubb at
tracy.grubb@wychavon.gov.uk by 27 July, and we will send you details
of the workshops on offer.
We’ll be announcing details about the other workshops at the Supporting
Communities event on 5 July.

Get Wychavon Active roadshows
Our Get Wychavon Active roadshows are back for the sixth year and may be
coming to an event near you. Some events will be supported by an activity only
and some will be attended by the Community Development Team – the dates
and venues are listed below.
·

July 14, Harvington Fete – Circus skills, 12noon to 2pm.

·

July 21, Fun on the Brum – Smoothie bike, 12noon to 4pm.

·

July 28, Badsey Flower Show – Climbing wall, 1-5pm.

·

August 3, Westlands Family Fun Day – Sports, climbing wall, circus

skills, Batak, recycling challenge, – 1.30-4.30pm.
·

September 1, Peopleton Autumn Show – Climbing Wall, 12noon to

5.30pm.
·

September 8, Broadway Horticultural and Craft Fayre – Climbing wall,

sports, circus skills, Batak, recycling challenge, 11am to 4pm.
·

September 15, Fladbury Fete – Climbing wall, circus skills, archery,

Batak, recycling challenge.

For any information regarding workshops, please contact
tracy.grubb@wychavon.gov.uk or click here.

House in Multiple Occupation (HMO) Licensing
From 1 October 2018, the Government is set to extend the scope of mandatory
HMO licensing, which will mean that more properties with multi-occupancy will
need to be licensed. This will apply to properties occupied by five or more
persons in two or more households, regardless of the number of storeys the
property has.
There will also minimum space requirement for sleeping adults as follows:


One adult – the room must be no smaller than 6.51 square metres.



Two adults – the room must be no smaller than 10.22 square metres.



Rooms slept in by a child of 10 years or younger must be no smaller
than 4.64 square metres.

The HMO licence must specify the maximum number of people (if any) who
may occupy any room, and the total number of people across the different
rooms must be the same as the number for whom the property is suitable. If
you require further clarification on this, please contact Joanne Lomax, Property
Standards and Enforcement Officer on 01386 565000 or e-mail
joanne.lomax@wychavon.gov.uk.

New Homes Bonus
Following Council approval, our latest New Homes Bonus Protocol has been
published and is available on our website. Here is the link to the New Homes
Bonus Protocol 2018-2022.

The protocol sets out ambitious plans for using in the region of £16 million New
Homes Bonus (NHB) to make a real and long-lasting difference to communities
across Wychavon. As town and parish councils, you will be particularly
interested in Section 6 – Operation of the Community Legacy Grant Scheme,
and Section 7 – Support and Advice. In addition, there will be an event for town
and parish councils on 5 July 2018, when we will explain the new process and
give advice regarding a successful bid (details of this event are published
above in this news bulletin).
If you would like to see what NHB funds are available for your town or parish
council under our previous New Homes Bonus Protocol, go to
www.wychavon.gov.uk/newhomesbonus and follow the link at the top of the
page.

Community transport across Wychavon

Who are they?
Community transport in Wychavon is provided by a network of not-for-profit
operators to residents who have difficulty accessing or have no access to
public transport. This enables people to make essential journeys for health,
social, leisure and other purposes.
What do they do?
They provide door-to-door transport enabling access to shops, the GP and
dentist visits, hospital appointments, leisure facilities, places of education,
community facilities, events and festivals, as well as for visiting friends and
relatives.
Residents must register with the service and ideally give at least 48 hours’
notice for journey requests. There is a charge for the service to cover costs.

Where are they?
Community Transport operate from Droitwich Spa Council for Voluntary
Service (01905 779778), from Evesham Volunteer Centre (01386 45035) and
Pershore Volunteer Centre (01386 554299).
Can you volunteer?
Volunteers play a huge part in this service and they are always needed. If you
would like to become a Community Transport driver, be a passenger assistant
or help in the office, please contact them on the numbers above. Training will
be given and expenses can be paid.
For additional information about community travel, please go to the website for
Community Travel Worcestershire.

More music workshops in Wychavon

Our latest series of musical performances for people living with dementia are
now well and truly underway. All of the music workshop performances are part
of a continuing series taking place at the Number 8 Arts Centre in Pershore.
They start at 1.30pm and finish at approximately 3pm, and the cost to attend is
just £2, with the price including a hot drink and biscuits.
The workshops have been running since 2014 and will continue to run through
the summer and into March 2019, with a variety of music genres represented
including Latin American, contemporary, classical and folk. They have a very
positive impact on people by reducing isolation, getting them involved and
helping them to make new friends.
The current run of workshops will continue into 2019 with the following
musicians:
·

18 July 2018, A Merrie Noyse

·

22 August, Remi Harris

·

19 September, Drumming (Samba workshops)

·

17 October, Meraki

·

21 November, A Merrie Noyse

·

19 December, Corinne Frost

·

16 January 2019, Carol Sampson

·

20 February, Orchestra of the Swan

·

20 March, Drumming (Samba workshops).

To book a place on any of the workshops, please contact the Number 8 Box
Office on 01386 555488 or www.number8.org.

What a buzz

We’re pleased to announce that we have become one of the latest
beneficiaries of the ‘Places for Pollinators’ campaign following the planting of a
new demonstration garden at the Civic Centre – and we hope that it will show
what can be achieved in a relatively small area, and that it will inspire others to
follow our example. The new Pollinators Garden is one of 10 Places for
Pollinators that West Midlands Butterfly Conservation will be helping to create
in different parts of the region over the next two years. With pollinating insects
in serious decline in Britain, the Places for Pollinators project aims to
encourage people to create habitats in their gardens or at workplaces that are
filled with plants and flowers rich in nectar and pollen. Doing this in an area like

the Vale of Evesham is particularly important, especially considering its long
tradition of market gardening and its reliance on insects to pollinate the plants
that provide the food.
For further details of the project and the Places for Pollinators campaign,
contact Mike Williams on 07802 274552, email wmbutterflies@gmail.com or go
to www.westmidlands-butterflies.org.uk.
We are very grateful to West Midlands Butterfly Conservation and the
volunteers for their work at the Civic Centre.

Pinvin arts
Oil painting, pottery, mosaic tile making and more have once again be on offer
at a Pinvin pub as a fun social arts and crafts group returns to the village.
Along with Pinvin Parish Council, we jointly fund these ever-popular arts and
crafts classes, which take place at the Coach and Horses pub. Below are the
latest details of what’s taking place and when. Art classes take place from
10.30am until 12 noon and cost £4 per person (with refreshments included).
The art classes run every other Tuesday as follows:


3 July – learn the art of mosaics and make your own mosaic tile.



17 July – reusing paper and the art of origami.

For more information contact Jenny Davis on 01386 565396 or email
jenny.davis@wychavon.gov.uk. We’ll have some more dates for you soon as
funding for these classes will continue until March 2019.

Meet your Safer Neighbourhood Team
West Mercia Police has created a handy contact document that contains the
contact details of the Safer Neighbourhood Teams for Droitwich, Evesham,
Kempsey and Alfrick, Link and Dyson, Pickersleigh and Chase, Priory and
Wells, Tenbury Wells and Upton-upon-Severn. If you would like a copy (in the
form of a PDF file) please email spencer.winnett@wychavon.gov.uk to request
one. Alternatively, you can find the information online here. The Safer
Neighbourhood Team policing covers crime prevention, targeting criminals,
tackling anti-social behaviour, working with the public and partners, listening to
and addressing local concerns and more. If you’d like more information just go
to www.westmercia.police.uk. For help and advice on who to call on a range of
issues – from neighbourhood problems and noise to home burglary and civil
disputes – go to www.westmercia.police.uk/maketherightcall.

Garden waste collections

Please remind residents that they can order one of our brown garden collection
bins and have their compostable garden waste collected all year round for less
than £1 a week.

Household waste and bulky waste collections

Should they do this it's vitally important to remember that householders have a
duty of care - a legal responsibility - to make sure that only registered waste
carriers collect their waste. Anyone offering a waste collection service, such as
odd jobbers, gardeners or builders, must have a licence to carry waste.
Householders must always remember to:


ask to see their waste carriers' licence and make note of the number.



ask for a company headed receipt.



note down telephone number and vehicle registration.

If the waste carrier does not have the correct licence, and then disposes of the
waste illegally by fly-tipping it, the householder will be held responsible and
may be liable to prosecution and could be fined up to £5,000.
Householders can check the Environment Agency's website to see if a person
or company they were thinking of using has a valid licence to carry and
dispose of waste.
Alternatively they can use our bulky waste collection service. There's lots of
other information and advice on our website to show people how they can
waste less and recycle more, so please do share this information and the links
in your own newsletters.
This news bulletin has been compiled and written by Spencer Winnett,
Communications Officer at Wychavon District Council. Please feel free to copy
and paste the news items and links and share them with your parishioners.
If you have any feedback, please email spencer.winnett@wychavon.gov.uk.

