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It’s been an exciting few months 
since our last edition. As you 
will see on these pages, we 
continue to invest in improving 
the district with several new 
spending announcements across 
Wychavon. This includes plans for 
a new leisure centre in Droitwich Spa and 
support for Pershore Railway Station. On top 
of this we have also celebrated the opening 
of a world class facility in Evesham VeloPark. 
These decisions are a sign of our continuing 
determination to invest in our communities and 
support our local economy.

We know times are tough right now with the cost 
of living rising. You will find information within this 
magazine about the help and support available to 
you if you are struggling. Please seek help if you 
need it.

We are doing everything we can to play our part 
in helping you through these challenging times 
including freezing our share of the Council Tax for 
the fifth year in a row, which will have kept £1.9 
million in residents’ pockets by March 2023. We are 
currently in the process of developing and setting 
our budget for 2023/24. Making sure we keep costs 
down for our residents, while putting every penny we 
take from you to work to further improve our district, 
will be at the forefront of our minds.

Cllr Bradley Thomas 
Leader of Wychavon District Council
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£2 million investment in Pershore station
Wychavon has agreed 
to invest £2 million to 
help boost the number 
of people using Pershore 
Railway Station.

We have agreed to put £500,000 
towards the building of a new £1.5 
million footbridge, linking the station 
to council owned land at Dawes Way 
in Pinvin.

No timetable for work to start is 
currently available as the design still 
needs to be finalised and funding 
found from other partners.

One of the options being explored for 
the new bridge is a flow crossing. This 
is a recent innovation from Network 
Rail and the name reflects its modern 
flowing design. Flow crossings are 
made from fibre-reinforced polymer, 
so are lighter and cheaper than steel 
bridges. 

We have also agreed to invest another 
£1.5 million into developing a car park 
with about 250 spaces at Dawes Way 
once the bridge is finished. This would 
either be leased to the train operator 
– currently Great Western Railway – to 
deliver a return for Council Taxpayers 
or run by us.

Improving parking provision at 
Pershore Railway Station is one of the 
promises in our corporate strategy. 
A lack of parking is one of the major 
deterrents to people using Pershore 
Railway Station to travel by train.

Improving parking, walking and 
cycling links to the station is also 
crucial to support the proposed 
new housing development at 
Throckmorton. It also supports our 
ambition to encourage people to travel 
more sustainably.
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The new £2 million 

Evesham VeloPark 
is now officially open to the public

Work finished on the 
cycle track at the end 
of October and it has 
been available for club 
bookings during the last 
month. 

Following the installation of new 
booking software, the public can now 
pay for hourly slots on the track. Once 
you have paid, you will be given a 
code to access the track.

Sessions cost between £4 and £6. 
Full pricing details are available on the 
website.

You must bring your own helmet with 
you, although there will be some 
available to hire. You are also advised 

to wear knee and elbow pads on the 
pump track.

The park was designed by Jack 
Williams, a member of Wychavon’s 
Engineering Services team.

It features a 1km closed road circuit 
that can be divided into three smaller 
loops for coaching sessions. There 
is a learn to ride area, which includes 
street markings and speed bumps to 
help children and adults increase their 
skills and confidence on the roads.

The pump track is one of the 
largest in the UK and there is an all 
ability circuit, aimed at providing 
cycling opportunities for riders with 
disabilities. There is also a cyclo-cross 
course within the park including a 
unique ‘mogul’ area. New football 

pitches have been installed to replace 
ones lost by the development.

The project was part-funded by a 
£500,000 grant from Sport England 
and British Cycling with the rest 
coming from section 106 money for 
sports infrastructure. This is money 
provided by housing developers 
to provide new sports facilities in 
Evesham.

Evesham United will look after the 
day-to-day management of the facility 
and have supported Wychavon 
to deliver the project, along with a 
steering group made up of local 
cycling groups and British Cycling.

It’s not only cyclists that will benefit 
from the new park. Running clubs 
have also expressed an interest in 
using it for training.

Visit the Evesham Velo Park website 
for more information
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Water play replacement plan

Work is well underway on 
a new water play area in 
Evesham’s Abbey Park 
as part of a £630,000 
investment programme 
in our parks and open 
spaces.

The water play will include hydro 
blast jets, a water spider, a spray 
cannon, an archway with jets and a 
water curtain. There will also be tipper 
buckets, an accessible wavy bridge 
and a new seating area amongst other 
things.

All three of our popular water play 
areas are coming to the end of 
their useful life and are in need of 
replacement.

The new water play area in Abbey 
Park, Evesham is expected to open in 
the spring. The aim is to open the new 
water play in Abbey Park in Pershore 
by summer 2024 and in Lido Park, 
Droitwich Spa by summer 2025.

Other projects included in the 
programme include a new play 
area for St Richards Open Space in 
Evesham, improvements to Lawley 
Way Play Area in Droitwich Spa and a 
series of upgrades to footpaths and 
resurfacing in various locations.

It follows on from recent investments, 
including a new embankment slide 
in Lido Park in Droitwich Spa and the 
installation of table tennis tables in 
Workman Gardens, Evesham.

Cllr Emma Stokes, Executive Board 
Member for Resident and Customer 
Services on Wychavon District 
Council, said:

“It’s fantastic to see work start on 
the new water play area in Evesham 

and another example of how we 
continue to invest in our award-
winning parks because we know 
how much people value them.”

4



New leisure 
centre plan
Details of Droitwich Spa’s 
proposed new leisure 
centre will be presented 
to councillors for 
approval early next year.

Earlier this year, Wychavon’s decision-
making Executive Board gave the 
green light to work up plans to replace 
the current leisure centre which is 
more than 40 years old.

A recent condition report found the 
centre was showing signs of its age 
and was operating way beyond 
its expected lifespan. The building 
no longer meets energy efficiency 
standards, with the technology used 
to heat the swimming pool a particular 
issue, as parts are becoming difficult 
to find. The layout of the building also 
means it is not fit for purpose to meet 
the demands of modern-day leisure 
centre users.

Refurbishing the existing building is 
not an option as it would require major 
reconstruction, which would close the 
centre for up to 18 months.

A feasibility study is currently being 
finalised, exploring building a new 
centre at the back of the current site 
and on the older 3G pitch in Salwarpe 
Valley. The cost is currently estimated 
at between £20 million to £25 million.

The proposed centre would have the 
same facilities as Evesham Leisure 
Centre but with a six-lane swimming 
pool, seating for about 200 spectators 
and two squash courts.

A new multi-level soft play facility 
could also be included and a large 
café to attract visitors. It would also 
be built to modern energy efficiency 
standards, with the potential to 
significantly reduce the centre’s 
carbon emissions or potentially make 
it carbon neutral depending on the 
final design. Once the new centre is 
completed, the current centre will be 
demolished to make way for increased 
car parking.

Cllr Chris Day, Executive Board 
Member for Housing, Health and 
Wellbeing on Wychavon District 
Council, said: 

“This is an exciting proposal 
which can deliver a much-needed, 
modern and fit for purpose facility 

to meet Droitwich Spa’s leisure 
needs for the next 30 years. 

This is yet another example of 
our commitment to investing in 
supporting our residents’ health 
and wellbeing. I look forward to 
seeing the full, detailed plan.”
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Bold new vision  
for South 

Worcestershire

The updated South Worcestershire Development Plan sets out 
a bold vision for the future of the area over the next 20 years.

The plan is currently out for public consultation until 13 
December 2022. We know what is proposed has raised 
lots of questions and concerns. 

Here is a brief summary that we hope will help answer 
some of those questions and explain how you can still get 
involved.

Why are we reviewing the Plan?
The South Worcestershire Development Plan is jointly 
produced by Worcester City, Malvern Hills District and 
Wychavon District Councils. It was first adopted in 2016. 
Planning regulations state we must review and update 
the Plan every five years. If we don’t, then we risk the 
Government imposing a Plan we don’t want on us or 
developers will apply for development we don’t support. 
Without a Plan we will be in a weakened position to resist.

What are we proposing?
The Plan allocates land for 13,240 additional new homes 
and 290.7 hectares of employment land to be delivered by 
2041. 

This will help meet the Government requirement to allocate 
land to build 26,360 new homes and 350.5 hectares of 
employment land across South Worcestershire from 2021 
to 2041. 

Not all sites in the Plan are new, with some being carried 
over from the last version of the SWDP and sites that 
already have planning permission being taken into 
account.

Where will new housing go?
The majority of the new housing will be met through 
strategic growth sites at Worcestershire Parkway, 
Throckmorton, Rushwick and Mitton.

What we are proposing for the strategic growth 
sites:

 Worcestershire Parkway 

5,000 homes up to 2041 (with another 5,000 after that)

50 hectares of Employment Land up to 2041

Town centre with community facilities and four local 
neighbourhood centres

40% green infrastructure provision

Educational facilities – one secondary school, four 
primary schools, sixth form and special school (up to 
2041)

Renewable energy infrastructure

Active travel and road infrastructure (including a 
network of mobility hubs)

Two traveller sites (up to 2041)

 Throckmorton Airfield 

2,000 homes up to 2041 (another 3,000 after that)

20 hectares of employment land to 2041 (with 
another 40 hectares after that)

Local centre, expanding to a town centre beyond 
2041

40% green infrastructure provision

Sufficient education provision – one all-through 
school and four primary schools

Renewable energy infrastructure

Active travel, road and railway infrastructure 
improvements

One traveller site (up to 2041)
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 Rushwick 

1,000 homes

Five hectares of employment land

Local centre (including retail, sports facilities, 
two parks, allotments and community orchard)

40% green infrastructure provision

One primary school

New railway station and car park

Active travel and road infrastructure 
improvements

One travelling showpeople site

 Mitton 

1,000 homes (500 to meet Tewkesbury Borough 
Council’s need)

New community facilities

40% green infrastructure provision and provision 
of biodiversity corridor alongside Carrant Brook

One primary school

Active travel and road infrastructure 
improvements

What about roads, schools and 
other infrastructure?
Development will be completed in phases over time 
and developers will be asked for payments to support 
and, where necessary, deliver local infrastructure.

An Infrastructure Delivery Plan has been produced 
which explains what will be needed to support the new 
settlements.

How can I 
comment on the 
Plan?
A six-week public 
consultation on the review 
of the Plan started on 1 
November and finishes 
on 13 December 2022. 
You can read the Plan, 
the technical evidence behind it and 
fi ll in the online comment form and find out 
more on the SWDP website (opens in new 
window)

Paper copies of the Plan, and a paper comment form, 
are available from Customer Contact Centres, local 
libraries and some parish and town council offices.

Comments must be based on whether you believe the 
Plan is sound and legally compliant.

To be considered sound the Plan must be positively 
prepared, justified, effective and consistent with 
national policy. It must also comply with planning laws 
and show how the three South Worcestershire councils 
have met the legal duty to cooperate with neighbouring 
councils to meet their strategic housing need. This is 
why 500 of the 1,000 homes planned for Mitton are to 
support Tewkesbury Borough Council’s housing need.

More information about how to comment can be found 
on the SWDP website.

What happens next?
After the consultation all comments will be passed on 
to the Planning Inspectorate. The Plan will then go 
for Examination where it will be scrutinised in detail 
to make sure it is sound and legal. A series of public 
hearings may also be held where people will have the 
chance to make representations and ask questions, 
providing they have responded to the consultation.

It is expected the Plan will be formally adopted by the 
South Worcestershire Councils in late 2023.

For more information visit

www.swdevelopmentplan.org/review
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Cost of living support
We know times are tough for everyone right now. If you are struggling to 
make ends meet then please seek help. On these pages you will find some 
basic advice you may find useful. There are also details of organisations you 
can contact for more help.

Make sure you are 
claiming what you are 
entitled to
If you are struggling financially make 
sure you are claiming all the money 
you are allowed to. 
Use a benefits calculator (opens 
in new window) to see if there is 
anything you could claim.

Council Tax
If you are struggling to pay your 
Council Tax, then please get in 
touch with us as soon as possible 
so we can discuss your options.

If you are on a low income or 
claiming benefits then you may 
qualify for Council Tax Support 
which can reduce your bill. Other 
discounts are available and you may 
be able to spread your payments 
over 12 months instead of 10.

For more information call  
03004 560560 or email  
revenues@southworcestershire 
revenues.gov.uk

Pension Credit
About a third of eligible 
pensioners are missing out 
on a top up to their monthly 
income. Claiming Pension 
Credit means you can also get help 
with other costs such as heating bills, housing 
costs, Council Tax and NHS dental care.

If you, or someone you know, are of 
pensionable age please check to make sure 
you are claiming the money you are entitled to. 
Search ‘Pension Credit’ on the 
Government’s website for more 
information (open in new window).
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Food
If you are struggling to 
afford food then please  
visit Worcestershire Here to Help (open 
in new window) which can direct you to 
support available. 

Your local food bank may be able to provide you with an 
emergency food parcel, but you will need to be referred 
by organisations such as Citizens Advice. If you can’t 
afford food then please call the Trussell Trust’s free 
helpline on 0808 208 2138 to talk to a trained Citizens 
Advice adviser. They will talk you through the issues you 
are facing, provide support and issue you with a food 
bank voucher if needed.

Community pantries operate in Droitwich Spa, Evesham 
and Pershore. They offer free and low cost food to 
people, regardless of their situation, and unlike food 
banks you do not need to be referred. The aim is to 
stop as much food as possible from going to waste. 
These are available at Droitwich Baptist Church and for 
Westlands residents at Westlands Community Centre, 
Meadow Way, Westlands. They can also be found at 
Evesham Adventure Playground and Pershore Baptist 
Church. Visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/moneyadvice for 
more information.

Help with 
energy bills
Most energy companies now have a fund to help people 
in hardship. If you need help then please contact your 
supplier. 

British Gas supplies grants for customers and non-
customers so, even if you get your gas and electricity 
elsewhere, you may still be able to get help. 
Call 0121 348 7797 or 
visit the British Gas Energy Saving Trust website 
(opens in new window).

If you can’t afford to top up your prepayment meter, you 
may be able to get a fuel voucher. This is a code given 
to you in a letter, text or email. You use it to add credit to 
your gas card or electricity key. If you don’t have one of 
these, contact your supplier to get one.

Heat the human 
not the home

Sometimes it may be more effective to heat the human rather than the home. The table shows a few examples of the estimated 
cost of running various appliances. Remember, not using the heating at all can cause issues with damp and frozen pipes. The 
Energy Saving Trust recommends ventilating rooms and having the heating on for some of the time during winter. Living in 
cold conditions can also cause health problems. Please carefully consider if this advice is appropriate for your circumstances.

Source: www.moneysavingexpert.com. Correct as of October 2022

Item Heating 
method

Initial 
cost

Running cost (based on 
34p per kwh)

Estimated cost per week 
(based on 7 hours use per day)

Microwaveable 
wheat bag

Microwave for 
60 seconds £4 Less than 1p 22p

Hot water bottle 
(1.5L)

Boil water in 
kettle £5.50 7p (based on a 3000W 1.7L 

kettle, boiled for 4 mins) £1 (based on filling twice a day)

Reusable hand 
warmers

Boil in water on 
hob

£5 for a 
pair Less than 1p £1.38 (gas hob), £4.43 (electric)

Electric heat pad Plug into mains £15 3p £1.47

Electric single 
blanket Plug into mains £18 3p £1.47
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Water bills
Severn Trent offers a reduction on its bills to 
customers with a household income below £16,480. 
Other schemes are also available. Visit the Wychavon 
money advice page to find out more or call Seven 
Trent directly on 0345 7500 500.

General money management 
and debt advice 
If you are worried about your finances, then seek 
help as soon as possible. Call South Worcestershire 
Citizens Advice Adviceline on 03444 111 303. The 
government backed Money Advice Service also 
offers free and impartial advice on 0800 138 7777.

Household Support Fund
A third round of the Government’s Household 
Support Fund is available to help people with 
everything from buying food to paying for white 
goods.

If you need help, please contact South 
Worcestershire Citizens Advice or your local volunteer 
centre for more information. 

Droitwich Spa CVS 
admin@droitwichcvs.org.uk or call 01905 779115.

Evesham Volunteer Centre 
co@eveshamvolunteers.org.uk or call 01386 570530.

Pershore Plus 
admin@pershorevolunteers.org.uk or call 
01386 554299.

Visit Wychavon’s website for more cost of 
living support (opens in new window).

Don’t get

SCAMMED

Criminals are taking advantage of 
the cost of living crisis to scam 
people out of money. 

They are targeting people by email, text message 
or sometimes by phone. These messages or 
calls impersonate official government bodies, 
energy providers, council officers or similar. They 
may be offering fake cost of living payments, 
energy rebates or phoney competitions.

Some common scams include bank card refund scams, food 
giveaways, fuel gift cards or fake investments.

Here are some ways you can spot a scam and questions to 
ask yourself: 

Have you been contacted out of the blue?  
It is unusual for genuine organisations to contact 
you unexpectedly and ask for sensitive information. 

Have you been asked to share personal details?  
Never share personal details with anyone if you 
can’t confirm they are who they say they are.

Are the contact details vague?  
Scam websites are often very 
vague. Contact details could be 
a mobile number, premium rate 
number (starting 09) or a PO box.

Is the offer too good to be 
true?  
If an offer seems too good to be 
true then it probably is.

Are there spelling and 
grammar mistakes?  
This could be a telltale sign of a 
phishing email.
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£4.8 million to help 
level up Wychavon

We have been given 
more than £4.8 million 
from the Government 
to help support the 
development of the 
district over the next three 
years.

Almost £4 million comes from the UK 
Shared Prosperity Fund, which is part 
of the Government’s ambition to level 
up the country. Each local area is free 
to decide exactly how the money is 
spent but projects must meet the main 
aim of the fund, which is to build pride 
in the places people live and increase 
life chances.

Our Economic Development team has 
been consulting with partners to draw 
up an investment plan, which will set 
out how the money will be spent to the 
end of March 2025.

The exact details cannot be revealed 
until they have been signed off by the 
Government, which had not happened 
at the time we went to press. But we 
hope to be able to share these details 
with residents in the near future.

The kind of projects the 
money can be spent on 
includes:

Boosting 
productivity, pay, 
jobs and living 
standards by 
growing the private 
sector

Spreading 
opportunities and 
improving public 
services

Restoring a sense 
of community, 
local pride and 
belonging

Empowering 
local leaders and 
communities

On top of this we have been given 
£819,286 from the Rural England 
Prosperity Fund.

The money supports our UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund investment plan but 
is specifically aimed at targeting low 
productivity, poor connectivity and 
poor access to key services in rural 
areas.

With the money, we will be able 
to support new and existing rural 
businesses to develop new products 
and facilities that benefit the wider 
local economy. This includes helping 
farming businesses looking to find 
new ways of generating income.

It can also fund new and improved 
community infrastructure to provide 
essential community services 
and assets for local people and 
businesses.

Cllr Bradley Thomas, Leader of 
Wychavon District Council, said: 

“We’re serious about our mission to 
be a leading and innovative council 
that improves the lives of the people 
of Wychavon. This significant new 
funding will support the already 
considerable investment we are 
making in our economy and our 

communities, to make Wychavon an 
even better place for people to live, 

work and visit.”
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Wychavon’s 
ambitious plan to
slash its carbon 
emissions 
to help the fight against 
climate change is on track

The Intelligently Green 
Plan sets out how 
Wychavon will reduce 
carbon emissions from 
our own activities by at 
least 75% by 2030.

Latest data shows between 2018/19 
and 2021/22 we have reduced our 
emissions by 21% from 3,066 tonnes 
of greenhouse gas emissions to 
2,403. An upgrade to the heating and 
lighting system of our main office in 
Pershore, plus the replacement of 
all the windows earlier this year, will 
further help us meet our target as will 
installing energy saving measures in 
our toilet blocks. Our waste contractor 
FCC Environment has also been 
trialling alternative ways of powering 
our waste and recycling fleet.

The plan also includes a target to help 
lead the district to reduce its carbon 
emissions by 50% by 2030 and reach 
net zero by 2050.

Figures are published by the 
Government’s Business Energy 
and Industrial Strategy department 
but the data is a few years behind. 
The latest available data from 2020 
shows households and businesses 
in Wychavon generated 614.69 
thousand tonnes of greenhouse gas 
emissions, down 36.5% compared to 
2005. Lockdowns during the Covid-19 
pandemic will have affected this figure 

though and emissions are expected 
to bounce back for 2021. However, 
emissions have still been steadily 
falling toward the net zero target.

Draft policies included in the 
review of the South Worcestershire 
Development Plan require all major 
developments to calculate and 
reduce their carbon emissions and 
reduce energy use by being built to 
high energy efficiency standards. 
In addition, new development over 
100 square metres gross, or of one 
or more homes, will be required 
to provide at least 20% of energy 
generation from renewable sources. 
This will further support our efforts to 
help the district decarbonise.

We have also introduced refunds 
for pre-application enquiries, where 
low carbon or renewable energy 
technology is included on a new 
or existing development, and the 
Developer’s Intelligently Green 
Declaration. This is a voluntary 
scheme, where developers will 
be recognised for demonstrating 
how they are using sustainable 
construction techniques. Those 
who go above and beyond building 
regulations to improve the energy 
efficiency and renewable energy 
requirements of construction projects, 
will also be highlighted.

Licence fees for zero emission taxis 
and private hire vehicles have also 
been scrapped.

We also have a target to double 
the size of Wychavon’s low carbon 
economy by 2030. A study published 
in 2021 revealed there was a 5.95% 
increase in the district’s low carbon 
economy between 2017/18 and 
2019/20 with 194 companies working 
in the sector, employing 1,802 people, 
with sales totalling £266.9 million. 
We are currently developing a new 
economic vision for the district which 
will show how we will support the 
growth of the low carbon economy.

Renewable energy production is also 
increasing with a 64% rise in 2020 
compared to 2014, largely driven 
by an increase in energy produced 
by solar panels. The review of the 
South Worcestershire Development 
Plan includes potential new sites for 
renewable energy schemes.

Work is also taking place to restore 
and enhance our natural environment 
to capture at least 500 tonnes of 
carbon emissions by 2025. This 
includes our ambitious project with 
Heart of England Forest, Stratford-on-
Avon and Warwick District Councils 
to plant an extra 363 hectares of 
woodland by 2025 across the three 
council areas.

Read more about Wychavon’s carbon reduction plans 
(opens in new window).
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Could you help 
provide a home to one of our 

Ukrainian guests?
Many Ukrainian refugees have now 
arrived in Wychavon under the Homes 
for Ukraine scheme hosted by our 
generous residents.

Unfortunately, some hosts are not able to look after 
their Ukrainian guests beyond the minimum six month 
commitment. While some Ukrainian guests are moving into 
their own accommodation, affordability and availability of 
suitable housing are major challenges.

That’s why we have set up our rematching service to try and 
find new hosts for guests who need to leave their current 
accommodation. 

We have employed two rematching officers, who are 
themselves Ukrainians, who have been housed under the 
Homes for Ukraine scheme in Wychavon. Together with 
our Housing team they are working hard to make sure new 
homes are found for those who have fled the war in Ukraine.

Keiran Bingle is one of our hosts and is currently housing 
two Ukrainian refugees.

As an ex-member of the armed forces serving in Bosnia and 
Kosovo, Keiran has seen the impact of war first-hand. So 
when the Homes for Ukraine scheme was launched he said 
it was an easy decision to open up his family’s home.

“The whole experience has been surprisingly easy,” Keiran 
said. “I’m aware it hasn’t been like that for everyone but 
Mariia and Anya really have been an absolute godsend.

“My advice to anyone considering hosting would be make 
sure you consider their needs rather than just your desire to 
do good. Offering a summer house on a massive country 
estate is great, but if there is no public transport and they 
can’t get around, you will place a big burden on them.

“Build up the relationship with your potential sponsor using 
social media before they arrive and be aware their needs 
will vary depending on which part of Ukraine they have 
come from.

“But if you have got the space I 
would encourage you to go for it, 

it’s a great thing to do.”

How you can help

1
The main way you can offer space in 
your home to a Ukrainian guest is to find 
someone directly to match with. More 
information can be found on our website. 

2
You can also contact us by emailing 
homesforukraine@wychavon.gov.uk to 
join our rematching service. You will need 
to be DBS checked and our officers will 
need to come and do a basic check on 
your home to make sure it is suitable. 

3
Once accepted we will add you to our 
list. When a suitable match becomes 
available we will contact you with further 
information. If you decide to accept the 
guest then you will qualify for a monthly 
thank you payment, which will be paid as 
long as your guest is in your home for a 
maximum of 12 months.

Find out more about the Homes for Ukraine 
scheme in Wychavon (opens in new window).13
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Blossom trail gets set to mark 40th anniversary
In 1983, in a small office 
in Pershore High Street, 
an idea was born to 
capitalise on the natural 
beauty and horticultural 
fame of the Vale of 
Evesham.

That idea became the Vale of 
Evesham Blossom Trial – an 8-mile 
route around the Lenches where 
people could enjoy the beautiful 
kaleidoscope of colour offered up 
by the Vale’s array of fruit trees.

Over the years, the trail has 
grown in popularity and has been 
extended to a route that now covers 
more than 50 miles and takes in two 
thirds of the district.

The trail will mark its 40th 
anniversary in spring next year. 
Angela Taylor, Wychavon’s 
Pershore and Rural Tourism and 
Regeneration Officer, who was also 
one of the creative minds behind 
the trail, has exciting plans to mark 
the occasion.

“We never expected when we came 
up with the idea it would still be 
going 40 years later,” she said.

“Pre-1983 we realised there were 
already a lot of people coming 
from the West Midlands to enjoy 
the blossom and our beautiful 
district. We’re world famous for our 
horticulture and our produce so it 
was a natural step to take that and 
build on it.

“You try things and you put 
something out there and you hope, 
but to see it grow and develop the 
way it has – it gives me a lot of 
pride.”

The trail is signposted between mid-
March and May and can be enjoyed 
by car, coach, bike or on foot. It 
takes in some of the most beautiful 
villages across the district, with 
visitors able to enjoy the delicate 
white blossom of the pear and plum 
to the variable degrees of pink of 
the cherry and apple.

It is one of just five major blossom 
events on Earth, with people having 
to travel to America or Japan to see 
a similar sight.

“We don’t quite have the same 
visual impact as Japan but it is still 
very special,” Angela added.

Discussions are already taking 
place with businesses to encourage 
them to join in the blossom trail 40th 
anniversary celebrations.

“We’ve got offers to create a 
blossom trail cider, a special cream 
tea and there is the potential to 
plant new orchards as well, to 
continue to support and sustain the 
trail in the future,” said Angela.

“We’re also looking at how we 
can bring Droitwich Spa into the 
celebrations in some way, as it 
would be lovely to extend the link 
with the trail across the entire 
district.

“I really want businesses to get 
behind the celebrations and 

for people to go out and see it 
and experience it in whatever 

way they can. It’s going to be a 
special year.”

If any business would like to discuss how they can 
get involved in the 40th anniversary celebrations, 

then please email angela.taylor@wychavon.gov.uk.
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Shape our new 
design code

You have the chance 
to influence how your 
town, village or street 
is developed with the 
creation of Wychavon’s 
first ever design code.

We have joined forces with Create 
Streets to come up with the design 
code, which will guide how buildings 
and streets look and function.

Create Streets is a social enterprise 
with an associated charity, the 
Create Streets Foundation, which 
exists to help neighbourhoods and 
communities create and steward 
places to be more beautiful, 
sustainable, healthy and popular.

Design codes will become an 
important part of the planning 
system in the future. They will set out 
to developers, housebuilders and 
architects what is required in detail 
from their proposed plans before they 
are even submitted, guaranteeing 
standards are upheld and removing 
the uncertainty which can lead to 
delays in the planning process. 

The code can include everything, from 
the type of material that can be used 
to whether buildings should avoid 
being north facing, so it’s easier to 
install solar panels on them.

Having a design code will not replace 
the need for planning permission 
or remove the rights of residents 
to object or comment on individual 
planning applications. 

But by requiring developers to build 
to the design code, it means planners 
can ensure new development is better 
suited to towns and villages and is 
good quality, sustainable and helps 
communities flourish. 

The code is being created with critical 
input from residents. A consultation 
aimed at residents living in Broadway 
and around Bredon Hill has already 
taken place.

A consultation is currently running for 
residents who live in the central area 
of the district which includes Pershore, 
Evesham and surrounding areas. 
A third consultation for residents in 
Droitwich Spa and the north of the 
district is also underway. 

To take part, all you have to do is visit 
the Create Streets interactive map 
where you can zoom in on an area, 
street or building. You can then say if 
you think something is well designed, 
as well as select buildings in an area 
you like and say whether or not you 
would like to see similar buildings 
where you live in the future.

Have your say on Wychavon’s 
consultation page (opens in 

new window).

The consultations are open until 
early next year.

You can also reach the maps by 
scanning the QR codes:

Wychavon 
Central

Wychavon 
North
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Wychavon’s 
loos are 
true gems

We are flushed with 
success once again after 
cleaning up at this year’s 
Loo of the Year awards. 

Judges awarded nine of our toilet 
blocks diamond status, the highest 
possible, with the other two graded as 
platinum and platinum plus.

Toilets in Milestone Ground in 
Broadway and Lido Park in Droitwich 
improved their grade from Platinum to 
Diamond.

Our new Waterside toilets in Evesham 
were graded for the first time following 
their major overhaul and were also 
given diamond status.

The toilets are the greenest of our 
loos and include rainwater harvesting 
tanks, combined taps and dryers, 
solar panels and a battery storage 
unit. 

The ventilation system and LED lights 
work on motion sensors so will only 

operate when the toilets are being 
used, also helping to cut energy use. 

Two bat boxes and 18 bug and bee 
hotels have been added to the block 
to support biodiversity. There is also 
a new Changing Places toilet which 
will cater for the needs of people with 
various disabilities. 

As an added feature, the back of the 
toilet block has also been decorated 
with a piece of public art, specially 
produced by Pershore blacksmith 
Steve Cooper. 

The copper whale is a link to the 
famous whalebone jaws that stood in 
Workman Gardens for over a century 
after being donated to the town.

New toilet 
improvement plan

Disabled residents 
and visitors will have 
increased access to 
specialist toilet facilities 
as part of our new 
investment programme.

We have been given £210,000 from 
a government fund to put in more 
Changing Places toilets. A Changing 
Places toilet has specialist equipment, 
including a ceiling hoist and 
adjustable height changing bench, 
as well as extra space compared to a 
standard disabled toilet.

The first toilet to be upgraded is 
Oat Street toilets in Evesham. The 
toilets have not been improved 
inside for more than 20 years. A full 
internal refurbishment is taking place 
including new floor and wall tiles, 
Propelair toilets and energy saving 
LED lighting.

Work started this month and the aim 
is to have the project completed by 
spring 2023. When completed it will 
mean six of the 11 toilet blocks in 
Wychavon will have specialist facilities 
available. Locations for other new 
Changing Places toilets in the district 
are being considered. 

16



Exciting clue 
to our past 
discovered 

near Evesham
A major discovery that could be 
of national significance has been 
unearthed under a field near Evesham. 

The find was made after a resident contacted Wychavon’s 
archaeology advisor, Aidan Smyth, to tell him workmen 
had dug up what appeared to be a Roman road. After 
reviewing the photos of the site, Aidan instantly suspected 
something very special had been found.

“To me it looked very much like a ford, because it drops 
down and it also ties in with the archaeology of the area, 
which is mainly Roman. It looks like it crossed a brook 
and runs directly on an alignment to the south side of a 
villa site we excavated in 2018,” Aidan said.

“When we find things that are difficult to date we try to 
compare and contrast it to known features. In this case 
we can’t find anything like this in Britain. We can only find 
features like this in Pompeii and Rome.”

Aidan’s job has been to scour the site for clues as to the 
age and identity of the creators of the road and everything 
currently points to it being a Roman structure that could 
be up to 1,900-years-old.

Not only is the structure constructed like a wall with 
large stones laid in bands, which is a well-known Roman 
building technique, it is also 2.95 metres wide.

“That’s the right width for a single track Roman road, just 
perfect to allow a chariot or cart to cross the brook. You 
can see faint rut (wheel) marks,” Aidan added.

“There is a second phase that has been added at a later 
date, possibly to allow people and animals to cross at the 
same time. The fact that it was extended shows there is 
some age to it.

“It is possible the road fell quickly out of use and flood 
events have covered it in alluvium (silt, clay and gravel) 
which is why it is so well preserved.”

Another fascinating discovery is the presence of an 
ammonite fossil within the road. Ammonites were shelled 
marine creatures that died out about 66 million years 
ago.

“It looks very meaningfully placed and they have used it 
that side up almost like a centre piece. It looks like the 
structure’s builders were aware of fossils and found them 
as beautiful and interesting as we do.”

So far no pieces of pottery, coins or fragments of bone 
have been found which would usually be used to help 
date the site. Instead, a section of the road is being sent 
off for Optically Stimulated Luminescence testing, which 
will measure the last time the sediment was exposed to 
sunlight.

This process could take several months. In the meantime 
the site may be reburied to protect it from deteriorating. 
Historic England are being kept informed in the hope 
they will schedule the find as an ancient monument, 
protecting it from future development.

“At the moment everything is ticking the boxes for it to 
be Roman, but it still feels too good to be true so we are 
keeping an open mind. It may be that we have to bury it 
undated, but I hope not,” Aidan said.

“If it turns out to be medieval then it could still be 
considered to be nationally significant as nothing 
similar has been found in Britain to date. If it is a 
1st century Roman structure, with its only known 
comparisons in Rome and Pompeii, then it is not 

only the only one of its kind found in Britain to 
date, making it nationally important, but you could 
also argue it is of international significance as we 

would gain more information on the feature through 
analysis of similar structures found in Italy.”
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Be curious this Christmas
Rediscover your high street

Broadway  |  Droitwich Spa  |  Evesham  |  Pershore
Choose to shop local where you can and check out what’s 

happening near you this festive period

Imagine if you could turn your passion 
into a business. Well our high streets 
are full of people who have done 
exactly that. That’s why when you 
shop with an independent business 
you are not only helping someone 
live out their dream, but you know 
they will go the extra mile to give you 
a personal experience you can’t get 
anywhere else.

Our ‘Be Curious this Christmas’ 
campaign highlights the personal 
stories behind the businesses that 
are the heartbeat of our towns and 
villages and why your support means 
so much to them.

From the young boy with a passion for 
art who now runs his own card shop 
to the girl with a love of the outdoors 
who became a florist, you will get to 
know the people behind the service.

Because when you shop small 
you support local people and your 
community. Research shows more 
of your money stays local when 
spent with small or medium-sized 
businesses.

So give the gift of your custom to our 
local businesses this festive season 
and help make someone’s dream 
come true.

The benefits of 
shopping local
Here are some reasons why 
choosing local traders will make 
a real difference.

Choosing to spend money with 
local businesses will help our 
local and national economic 
recovery
Supporting high streets creates 
and safeguards jobs for local 
people
Local businesses generate 
money to support local services 
such as libraries, parks and 
roads that benefit communities
Independent retailers give great 
deals and are competitive on 
price
You are spoilt for choice as 
local businesses often stock 
items you won’t find anywhere 
else
Small businesses are often run 
by local people and they offer 
a friendly, personal shopping 
experience
Local shops often source their 
goods locally which helps our 
environment by reducing their 
carbon footprint

Visit our tourism 
website to…

Remind yourself of the wonderful 
businesses on your doorstop by

browsing the shopping directory 
on the Vale and Spa website 

(opens in new window).

Check out what festive events and 
activities are taking place (opens 

in new window). 

Watch our shop local campaign 
videos (opens in new window) 

to see why shopping locally means 
so much to local businesses.
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A free, family 
Christmas adventure 
comes to Wychavon
This festive season, 
families in Droitwich Spa, 
Evesham and Pershore 
will be able to have a 
great day out with an 
augmented reality story 
trail.

As part of local Christmas 
celebrations, from mid-November 
until the New Year, we have teamed 
up with High Street Safari to run a free 
family trail in the towns. This innovative 
experience lets families choose what 
happens in the story as they go 
around the trail and enables anyone 
with a smartphone to take part.

Players not only hunt down missing 
Christmas presents along the route, 
but they can also make story choices, 
choose-your-adventure style. At each 
stop players can then ‘release’ the 
cheeky Christmas Imps and see them 
burst to life in augmented reality. 

Hunt for the Lost Toys is located at 
ten stops around each town centre, 
where families will be guided on their 
trip by The Luminauts, a team of 
superheroes, on an adventure as they 
find the lost presents and conclude 

the story. The trail works by using QR 
codes without the need for players to 
download or sign up to anything and 
consists of 10 vinyl window characters 
to scan.

The trail takes about 45 minutes to 
complete but can be completed in 
more than one visit. It’s completely 
free to take part and you win a free, 
digital fun pack at the end.

Find out more about the Hunt the Toys trail on the Vale and 
Spa website (opens in new window).19

http://www.valeandspa.co.uk/christmas


Support hub dream  
becomes a reality

A new support hub 
for people who are 
homeless or in poverty, is 
set to open in Evesham 
next year backed by 
funding from Wychavon. 

The Lighthouse, based near the Vale 
of Evesham Christian Centre, will 
be a safe haven for those in need 
and is the realisation of a 20 year 
vision for Caring Hands in the Vale, 
the Christian charity who will run the 
building and its services.

Work is nearing completion and, 
once open, The Lighthouse will offer 
a range of services to homeless 
people including showers, a laundry 
service, healthcare services, a place 
to store valuables, mobile phone 
charging, IT services and meals. 
The existing homelessness bank will 
also move to The Lighthouse and 
continue to provide essentials on 
referral to rough sleepers.

The charity works closely with our 
Housing team and our outreach 
service to provide long-term support 
to homeless people and help them 
into accommodation.

Diane Bennett, Community Outreach 
Manager for Caring Hands in the 
Vale, said: 

“We have a number of rough 
sleepers in Evesham but they are 
outweighed by the hidden homeless. 
The people you don’t see who are 
sofa surfing. 

“We see The Lighthouse as a safe 
haven for homeless people, where 
they can receive positive guidance, 
companionship and help towards 
accommodation. It’s about providing 
temporary help while people get 
their circumstances in order. We 
want people to find positive ways 
out of the difficult situation they find 
themselves in and support them as 
they do so.

“Sometimes the little things you can 
do can make a massive difference, it 
doesn’t have to be grand gestures. 
Just a simple thing like being a ‘care 
of’ address can provide someone 
with the opportunity to change their 
life.”

The Lighthouse won’t just support 
homeless people though. It will also 
house the charity’s other services 
which include an emergency 
food bank and a household bank 
providing cleaning materials. There 
is also a toiletries bank and a baby 
bank, all of which people in need can 
be referred to by one of 130 different 
organisations. 

The meal service currently provided 
from the Vale of Evesham Christian 

Centre, which is open to anyone, 
will also be run from The Lighthouse 
in future, as well as the community 
pantry.

We provided almost £32,000 towards 
the £200,000 cost of the project from 
our New Homes Bonus scheme and 
Covid-19 Recovery Fund. The Hilda 
Farr Charitable Trust, John Martin’s 
Charity and other generous donations 
have made up the rest of the funding.

If you can help support the project, 
then you can 
donate or find out more on the 
Evesham Lighthouse page (opens 
in new window).

Cllr Chris Day, Executive Board 
Member for Housing Health and 
Wellbeing on Wychavon District 
Council, said: 

“This is a wonderful project that, 
working with our housing officers, 

will provide hope to homeless 
people and those in need as well 
as the opportunity to change their 

life for the better. I’m delighted 
we have been able to support 

The Lighthouse through our New 
Homes Bonus scheme.”

Your small change 
can make a BIG 

difference

The Lighthouse is part of our small change 
BIG difference campaign. This encourages 
people to give money to projects in 
Wychavon supporting people who are 
homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. 
It is a safe and secure way for you to help 
fund practical support to people who are 
homeless in our district.

Other projects in the campaign include 
the youth homelessness project we are 
running in Evesham with St Basils and 
Maggs Day Centre.

You can find out more about the 
campaign and how you can 
donate on our small change BIG 
difference page (opens in new 
window).
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Scheme to 
help cut fuel 
poverty

Private rented homes with 
poor energy efficiency 
are being targeted by 
Wychavon as part of a 
new scheme to reduce 
fuel poverty and boost 
efforts to tackle climate 
change.

Our Private Sector Housing team has 
been given £50,000 to identify homes 
being privately rented that fall below 
the minimum band E energy efficiency 
standard required by law.

It follows a successful bid to the 
Private Rented Sector Domestic 
Minimum Energy Efficiency Standard 
Compliance and Enforcement 
Competition. The competition 
is funded by the Department for 
Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy and managed by the 
Midlands Net Zero Hub.

The money will be used to advise 
landlords of their legal obligation 
and the support available to them. 
Landlords will be expected to carry 
out improvements, such as installing 
double glazing, switching to energy 
efficient lighting and improving loft 
installation, to bring their property 
up to scratch. An estimated 631 
properties could be improved as a 
result of the scheme.

Landlords will be banned from letting 
their property until upgrades are made 
and those who fail to comply face a 
fine of up to £5,000.

Landlords will be expected to pay up 
to £3,500 to carry out required work. 
Above that amount they can claim an 
exemption but work is expected to 
cost much less. Grants can also be 
applied for to help with costs.

Homes are given an Energy 
Performance Certificate rating from A 
to G, based on the energy efficiency of 
the property. Since 1 April 2020, it has 
been the law that homes cannot be let 
for private rent if they are rated F or G. 

This is to protect tenants from living in 
cold and draughty properties that are 
expensive to heat and power.

Improving the energy efficiency of 
homes also reduces their carbon 
footprint, supporting our action on 
climate change.

We were one of 26 authorities to 
receive funding and it is estimated 
more than 95,000 of the worst 
performing homes across the country 
could be targeted by the scheme.

Cllr Chris Day, Executive Board 
Member for Housing, Health and 
Wellbeing on Wychavon District 
Council, said:

“Most landlords take pride in their 
property but there are those that 
have allowed the homes they 
have let to fall below standard. 
We want to work with landlords 
to raise awareness of their 
responsibilities under the law and 
of the grants available to help 
them carry out the necessary 
work. 

“But landlords should be in no 
doubt we will take action against 
those who choose not to work 
with us. We will not allow cold 
and expensive to heat homes to 
be offered for rent in our district.”

Landlords looking to improve the energy performance of their 
property, or tenants who have concerns about the energy 
performance of the home they are renting, should email  

mees@wychavon.gov.uk for help and advice.
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Who is dumping your waste?
With the cost of just about everything going up at the moment it may be 
tempting to cut corners when disposing of your waste. 

A ‘man with a van’ knocking on your door offering a 
too good to be true price to take away your unwanted 
household items or garden cuttings may seem like 
something you cannot afford to turn down. 

But we are urging our residents to think twice before 
taking advantage of out of the blue doorstep offers. 
That’s because that discounted price may turn out to 
be more costly than you think if your waste is dumped 
illegally. 

Under the Environmental Protection Act you have 
a legal ‘duty of care’ to make sure your waste is 
disposed of properly. That means if you pass your 
waste to a company or individual who then fly-tips it 
or, disposes of it incorrectly, you can be prosecuted 
even if you didn’t dump the waste yourself. Even 

leaving your waste out for the ‘scrap man’ to take 
away is a risk as you have made no attempt to check 
how the waste will be disposed of.

The penalty for breaching your 
duty of care ranges from a 
£400 Fixed Penalty Notice to 
court action.

About two thirds of fly-tips are 
household waste and this is 
largely because people do not 
check who they are using to 
dispose of their waste. With the 
current cost of living crisis we 
expect more rogue traders to 
begin to operate.

You can help protect yourself from prosecution, and our 
beautiful district, by following the S.C.R.A.P code.

Suspect all waste carriers. Do not let anyone take your 
waste until they have proven they are genuine and properly 
licensed. A professional waste carrier should be happy to 
answer questions and produce their licence if asked to.

Check a company you intend to use is properly licensed by 
searching on the Environment Agency’s website. You can 
also find a link on our website at www.wychavon.gov.uk/
fly-tipping.

Refuse any unexpected offers to have your rubbish 
taken away.

Ask what will happen to your rubbish and seek evidence 
that it is going to be disposed of appropriately.

Paperwork must be obtained. If our officers find your waste 
has been illegally dumped, they will want to see proof you 
took all reasonable steps to dispose of your waste correctly. 
Make sure you get a proper invoice and a waste transfer 
note or receipt, including a description of the waste being 
removed and the waste carrier’s contact details.

You can report fly-tipping on the Wychavon website (opens 
in new window).
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Sporting hub 
proves popular
Our new £2.5 million 
sporting hub in Droitwich 
Spa is already proving 
popular with the next 
generation of potential 
Lions and Lionesses.

The development at King George V 
playing fields includes a new floodlit all-
weather 3G artificial pitch, a refurbished 
pavilion and new changing rooms. The 
project has increased the playing and 
training time available to local clubs 
and community groups, particularly 
junior footballers.

Work also included an upgrade to 
Droitwich FC’s seating and dugouts. 
As a result of the investment the club 
has been able to return home this 
season. For the last four years they 
have been forced to play at Stourport 
as the ground would not meet the 
requirements to compete at a higher 
level. The new facilities meet current 
and future requirements to allow the 
club to play matches in Droitwich Spa 
and provide the potential for further 
promotions.

The Football Foundation backed the 
project with a £460,000 grant while the 
rest of the funding came from Section 
106 money. This is money given by 

developers to invest in 
sports and leisure facilities 
in Droitwich Spa as part of 
planning agreements.

Cllr Rob Adams, Executive 
Board Member for Stronger 
Communities, Culture and 
Sport on Wychavon District 
Council, said:

“Three years ago we started 
to talk about this project 

and it’s wonderful to see the 
transformation that’s taken place. 

This couldn’t have happened 
without the help of the many great 

partners we have worked with.

“It’s a wonderful facility for people 
of all ages, the whole community, 

and another example of how 
Wychavon is investing in sports 
and leisure facilities across the 

district.”

Rob Lamb, Director and Treasurer of 
Droitwich FC, said: 

“This facility is already being used 
by people of all ages from juniors to 
those playing walking football. It’s 
created a real buzz of excitement 
and we know from conversations 

we’ve been having that people are 
excited by the return of Droitwich 

FC to the town.”
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Share your finds to  
protect our 
environment

Did you know you could 
help protect our wildlife 
while enjoying our 
beautiful district at the 
same time?

Recording information about 
the types of insects and animals 
living in our natural environment 
is an essential activity that can 
help policymakers make informed 
decisions. Everything from where 
to create a new nature reserve to 
building a new supermarket depends 
on accessible wildlife information. 
The more people are reporting what 
they see, the better the quality of 
information available.

You can record information from your 
own garden or what you see while 
out and about. Don’t worry if you 
haven’t done it before, there is plenty 
of advice out there to help you. One 
of the easiest ways is to download 
a reporting app that works with the 
Biological Records Centre or National 
Biodiversity Network.

You can also find support and 
like-minded people who share 
your enthusiasm by visiting the 
Worcestershire Biological Records 
Centre website, which has links to 
local and national groups covering 
all types of wildlife recording and 
conservation.

Winter is a great time to start 
recording. If you are walking 
through our woodlands then 
look out for the rare Mistletoe 
Marble moth. This insect 
becomes more obvious in 
winter, as its caterpillars burrow 
through the leathery leaves 
of mistletoe leaving behind 
twisted brown tracks, called 
leaf mines.

Lots of creatures turn up in 
unexpected places over winter. 
They could be buried in piles of 
leaves, at the bottom of grassy 
tussocks, under flakes of bark, 
buried in mud at the bottom of 
a pond or even trusting their 
eggs will survive the cold on a 
slender stem.

If you do come across any 
slumbering wildlife while 
gardening, let it sleep on and 
remember, when you’re out 
and about in the countryside, 
especially in nature reserves, 
there are whole special 
communities of plants and 
animals trying to survive the 
winter in different ways, so walk 
softly and let them rest.

Find out more about how you 
can help Wychavon’s wildlife 
Opens in new window).
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Blow the 
whistle on 
domestic abuse
There are few better feelings in sport than 
cheering England on to victory during a 
major tournament.

But beneath the anthems, the jubilation at seeing the ball hit the 
back of the net and the feeling of national pride, there is a darker 
side.

Because research shows there is a spike in incidents of domestic 
violence against women when the England men’s team are taking 
part in a major tournament. 

A study carried out in 2014 found reported cases of intimate 
partner violence increased by 38% when England lost and by 26% 
when they won or drew.

Research by the Metro newspaper found during the 2021 
European Championships 26 of the 39 police forces that answered 
its FOI request reported an increase in reports of domestic abuse. 

Sadly, the current tournament in Qatar is likely to result in a similar 
spike in reports. Perhaps more worryingly though is the fact the 
majority of domestic abuse incidents will not be reported.

We are encouraging those being domestically abused to ‘blow the 
whistle’ by reporting it and seeking help. 

Cllr Rob Adams, Executive Board Member responsible for 
Community Safety on Wychavon District Council, said:

“There is no justification whatsoever for domestic 
abuse, and certainly not the performance of the 

England men’s team.

“Through the ‘blow the whistle on domestic abuse’ 
campaign we want people to know they aren’t alone 

and if they reach out help is available.”

If you, or a loved one, are being domestically abused 
then the following organisations will be able to help: 

Report domestic abuse to the police by 
calling 101 or if you are in immediate danger 
999. If you can’t speak, cough or make another 
noise so the operator knows you are there 
and the call is genuine. If you are transferred 
to the police and still can’t talk, press 55 and 
they will continue to listen. You can also call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or 
visit Crimestoppers (opens in new window).

Call West Mercia Women’s Aid 24/7 on 0800 
980 3331 or visit www.westmerciawomensaid.org. 
They can offer a safe place for you if you need to 
flee your home as well as advice and support.

Download a personal safety app. These can 
alert a close contact to seek help if you are in 
danger. Two examples are Hestia Brightsky app 
and Hollieguard personal safety app (opps in 
new window).

If you need a safe space to call for help 
then you can visit HSBC bank in Evesham and 
Droitwich Spa, TSB bank in Evesham, Boots in 
Evesham, Droitwich Spa and Pershore, Morrisons 
pharmacy in Evesham and CM Ogle Pharmacy in 
Pershore. Once there ask for ANI (Action Needed 
Immediately).

You can also call the Refuge’s National 
Domestic Abuse Helpline on 0808 2000 247.

Respect runs a confidential advice line 
specifically for men available on 0808 801 0327 
or info@mensadviceline.org.uk.

Spot the signs of 
domestic abuse

Domestic abuse can be psychological, 
physical, sexual, financial and emotional. 

These are just some of the signs you or 
someone you know may be being abused:

 ☛ being withdrawn, or being isolated 
from family and friends

 ☛ having bruises, burns or bite marks
 ☛ having finances controlled, or not 

being given enough money to buy 
food or pay bills

 ☛ not being allowed to leave the house, 
or being stopped from going to 
college or work

 ☛ having your internet or social media 
use monitored, or someone else 
reading your texts, emails or letters

 ☛ being repeatedly belittled, put down or 
told you are worthless

 ☛ being pressured into sex
 ☛ being told that abuse is your fault, or 

that you’re overreacting
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Don’t give 
your bin 
a gift this 
Christmas

Food is an important part of most 
people’s Christmas celebrations. 
Why not mix it up this year and 
have a low-waste #FoodSavvy 
Christmas? In previous years, the 
festive season has been known to 
lead to large levels of wasted food.

Food waste isn’t just a problem at Christmas though. 
The average UK family puts about £60 worth of food 
into the bin every month. 

Cutting your food waste doesn’t have to be a chore. 
With a pinch of planning and a dollop of enthusiasm 
you can start saving the environment and your money.

To help you get #FoodSavvy 
this Christmas, here are 
some top tips:

Plan ahead – only buy enough food for the meals 
you’ll be cooking and the guests who will be there, 
and check expiry dates when you’re shopping.

Avoid panic buying ahead of the bank holidays – 
the shops are only closed for a couple of days.

If you’re having turkey, choose the size carefully 
– how big was last year’s and how much did you 
throw away?

Make room in your freezer in the run up to 
Christmas so you have plenty of storage space and 
check out www.wychavon.gov.uk/food-savvy for 
our helpful guide to what food you can freeze – it’s 
more than you think!

Plant power your Christmas – according to the 
University of Oxford, going vegetarian can save 
you money. But it’s not all brussels sprouts and nut 
roasts, check out some delicious veggie Christmas 
ideas at www.wychavon.gov.uk/food-savvy.

Don’t overdo how much food you put out at one 
time if you’re entertaining buffet-style, and put 
leftovers away in the fridge rather than leave them 
out overnight so you end up binning them.

Check your fridge before travelling away from 
home and freeze or pass on any food that will be 
out of date by the time you get back

Try out apps, such as OLIO, to share food with 
those nearby, as well as family and friends.

Remember that food can still be eaten after its 
best before date – check it looks and smells okay. 
Food past its best can still be enjoyed in other 
ways, like a healthy home-made soup to get you 
back on track after the excesses of Christmas. Do 
not eat or freeze food past its use by date.

Before you reach that point where you can’t take 
any more leftover turkey, cook up a batch of stew 
or curry and freeze it for January.

Find more #Foodsavvy tips on our website 
(opens in new window).
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Don’t be confused about 
what to recycle this 
Christmas

Search the thousands of items in our recycling database to help get the right waste, 
in the right place. Search our recycling database (opens in new window).

What CAN be recycled
(these go in your green bin/clear sack or can be taken 
to a Household Recycling Centre where indicated)

Wrapping paper - if it is 
not glittery or metallic/plastic 
lined. Scrunch your wrapping 
paper into a ball and if it 
holds its shape it can be 
recycled.
Cardboard packaging - 
please flatten before putting 
in your green bin/clear sack.
Glass bottles - all colours 
can go in your green bin. If on 
a sack collection, please take 
to a Household Recycling 
Centre or one of our bring 
banks.
Crackers - if the wrapper can 
be scrunched and holds its 
shape then it can be recycled 
along with the cardboard 
tube, paper joke, paper hat 
and the snapper. Any plastic 
prize inside needs to go in 
your black bin/sack.
Plastic bottles - all colours 
except black can go in your 
green bin/clear sack. Leave 
lids on.
Plastic or metal sweet/
biscuit tins - these go in your 
green bin/clear sack.

Christmas cards - without 
glitter or bows/ribbons on can 
go in your green bin/clear 
sack or save them to reuse as 
tags next year.
Advent calendars - the outer 
cardboard and plastic inner 
can go in your green bin/clear 
sack if it is free from foil or 
chocolate and is not made of 
black plastic.
Plastic tubs - pots or trays, 
such as those used for 
nibbles or dips (as long as 
not black plastic), can go in 
your green bin/clear sack.
Metal drinks cans - these 
go in your green bin/clear 
sack.
Tin foil - if clean and free 
from food this can be 
recycled at a Household 
Recycling Centre. Please do 
not put in your green bin/clear 
sack.
Cardboard takeaway boxes 
- if not too greasy and free 
from food these can go in 
your green bin/clear sack.

What CAN’T be recycled
(these go in your black bin/sack)
Tinsel - and other non-paper-based decorations.
Black plastic - of any kind.
Polystyrene - like the kind used in packaging.
Paper napkins - and plates.
Metallic or plastic - backed wrapping paper (do the 
scrunch test to check).
Glitter - covered products and bows or ribbons 
(unless you can save them to use next year).

Reduce and reuse
Christmas trees - real ones can be taken to 
Household Recycling Centres.
Food waste - portion plan and use up leftovers. 
Visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/food-savvy for top tips. 
Clothing - if good quality, donate them to a charity 
shop or put them out for collection with your black 
bin/sack in a plastic bag and we will take them to 
be reused or recycled.
Unwanted toys/gifts - donate them to a charity 
shop.
Batteries - take them to any supermarket or retailer 
that sells batteries and use their battery recycling 
point. You can also put them in a plastic bag and 
leave them on top of your black bin 
for recycling.

Visit www.letswasteless.com 

for more information on how to reduce 

your waste.
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Email updates 
sign up now
Get updates on the things that 
matter to you:

Waste and recycling tips

Latest news

Planning updates

Elections updates

Sign up for email alerts (opens 
in new window)

Christmas collection dates 2022/23
Revised collection dates for:  household waste and recycling  garden waste
Between the 19 and 23 December 2022 collections take place as normal.
The following changes will be made to bin collections over the Christmas and New Year period:

Usual collection day Festive collection day

Monday 26 December Tuesday 27 December

Tuesday 27 December Wednesday 28 December

Wednesday 28 December Thursday 29 December

Thursday 29 December Friday 30 December

Friday 30 December Saturday 31 December

Collections will be carried out as normal from 
Monday 2 January 2023

Download your collection calendar for 
2023 (opens in new window).

Extra waste and recycling: 
From Tuesday 27 December 2022 to Friday 6 
January 2023 only, residents can put out up to two 
extra sacks of general waste next to their black bin. 

Extra recycling can be put out next to the green bin 
in clear sacks. You can get these from libraries in 
Broadway, Droitwich Spa and Evesham. You can also 
get them from the Civic Centre in Pershore. 

Please make sure bins are out by 7am as collection 
times may be different to normal.

Garden waste customers 
If you have a real Christmas tree, you can cut it 
up and put it in your garden waste bin. You can 
also cut it into manageable sections, no more 
than 4ft in height, and leave it by the side of your 
garden waste bin. If you are not one of our 
garden waste customers, then you can sign up 
for £51 a year if paying by Direct Debit. 
Sign up for our garden waste service (opens in 
new window).

WYCHAVON is produced and published by Wychavon District Council. 
All information correct at time of going to print.
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