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Supporting our communities 
to recover from Covid-19
We have launched a £150,000 
Community Recovery Fund to 
support community groups and 
organisations affected by the 
Covid–19 pandemic.
Applications are open to any community group or 
organisation operating in Wychavon, or providing services 
in our district, who need help with running costs or meeting 
increased demand due to the impact of the pandemic. The 
fund is not to support businesses with running costs.

Funding of between £300 and £10,000 is available to 
successful applicants depending on their needs. The fund 
is open until the end of October 2023, but will close earlier if 
all the money is allocated before then.

Applicants will be expected to prove the impact the 
pandemic has had on their organisation, how the funding 
will be used to directly help communities recover from the 
pandemic, and the difference it will make to Wychavon 
residents.

If a group does not have a formal constitution and its 
own bank account, they can partner with an appropriate 
constituted organisation in their area, such as their town or 
parish council or another community organisation. They will 
then receive and administer the funds on their behalf.

Make an application for Wychavon Community 
Recovery Fund (opens in new window)

More information 
can be found on the web page or contact Tracy Perkins 

by emailing tracy.perkins@wychavon.gov.uk.

Email updates 
sign up now
Get updates on the things 
that matter to you:

Waste and recycling tips

Latest news

Planning updates

Elections updates

Sign up for email alerts (opens in new window)
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Renewed pledge of support for 
Ukrainian refugees

More than 180 Ukrainian refugees have now 
arrived in Wychavon.

Up to 355 refugees could eventually 
arrive in the district with as many 
as 152 households offering them 
accommodation under the Homes 
for Ukraine scheme.

We are working with hosts offering 
shelter to their Ukrainian guests – as 
well as the community and partners 
including Worcestershire County 
Council – to make sure their basic 
needs are met.

Support provided so far:

Carried out 110 property 
checks to make sure guests are 
welcomed into safe and suitable 
accommodation.
Paid out £36,000 in initial £200 
support payments to help people 
get on their feet.
Provided toys for younger 
guests and linked up with 
charities to offer mental health 
support, access to education, 
clothing and other support as 
appropriate.
Worked with Worcestershire 
County Council to secure access 
to English language classes.
Held virtual meetings with hosts 
to help resolve issues and 
discuss support for them and 
their guests.
Rehoused guests that have been 
unable to stay with their hosts.
Produced a detailed information 
guide for hosts and guests to 
help them settle into the area.

We have strengthened the support 
we offer to Ukrainian guests by 
employing two liaison support 
officers from the Ukrainian 
community.

We have also joined forces with 
Wychavon Leisure to offer free use 
of leisure centres in Droitwich Spa, 
Evesham and Pershore to Ukrainian 
guests. To register for a free pass, 
Ukrainian guests should email  
info@riversfitness.co.uk.

The support we are providing is 
being paid for using money given to 
local authorities by the Government 
to support Ukrainian refugees.

Cllr Bradley Thomas, Leader 
of Wychavon District Council, 
said:

“I’m proud of the way our 
communities have stepped 
up to open their homes and 
their hearts to our Ukrainian 
guests and the dedication 
of our staff in supporting 
the fantastic community 
response. Together with our 
partners, we will continue to 
provide support for as long as 
is necessary.”

Donate to 
support Ukrainian 
refugees here in 
Worcestershire
Worcestershire Community 
Foundation, one of the county’s 
main funding bodies, has created 
a new public appeal to support 
Ukrainian refugees who are being 
hosted by local families across 
Worcestershire.

All money donated will be used to 
meet the needs of our Ukrainian 
guests, as well as host families, 
so they can continue to support 
refugees in their homes.

We are working closely with the 
foundation.

To donate or find out more visit 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/
wcf-ukraine-welcome-fund or 
contact Lucy Wells by emailing 
lucy.wcf@comfirst.org.uk.

More information
Information on all the support on offer to 
hosts and guests under the Homes for 
Ukraine scheme can be found at   
www.wychavon.gov.uk/support-for-ukraine
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Bold new vision 
for our town centres 

Our town centres are under pressure and have 
been for some time. An increase in online 
shopping, the aftershock of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and a rise in homeworking have left them facing a 
perfect storm of issues.

To meet these challenges, town 
centres need to switch from being just 
a place where people go shopping 
to somewhere people have shared 
experiences, spend their leisure time 
and live, as well as go shopping. 

To help our town centres prepare for 
this change, we have been working 
with consultants CBRE to create 
investment prospectuses for Droitwich 
Spa, Evesham and Pershore. 

The prospectuses have been created 
based on consultation with the public 
and a range of partners, including 
local businesses and Worcestershire 
County Council. 

Each town has its own prospectus. 
They look at everything from the way 
people move around the town centre 
to improvements to the physical 
appearance of the place. 

The prospectuses will be used to 
help attract investment from the 
Government as well as the private 
sector to bring about change. 

In each town a series of Game 
Changer sites have been identified. 
These are sites that have the greatest 
potential to bring about change. Not 
all of them are owned by Wychavon, 
so discussions and partnerships with 
landowners and the private sector will 
be crucial.

Place Boards, made up of 
representatives from businesses and 
the community, will now work with 
Wychavon’s Economic Regeneration 
Team to bring projects forward.

Cllr Bradley Thomas, Leader of 
Wychavon District Council, said:

“This isn’t about what 
Wychavon wants to see 
happen but a shared, 
ambitious vision of what’s 
possible based on what 
people have told us. 

“While we will be working 
hard to get projects going as 
soon as possible, this is a 20 
to 30–year vision so nothing 
will happen overnight and 
there will be opportunities 
for people to engage and 
comment further as each 
project comes forward. 

“We can’t go back to how we 
did things before the Covid–19 
pandemic. The future for our 
town centres is limited if we do 
that. But by thinking differently 
about our places, reimagining 
what’s possible, being bold 
and working together, they 
have a bright future.”
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So what are we proposing?

Evesham Game 
Changer sites

• The redevelopment of the Riverside 
Shopping Centre into a modern, 
mixed–use development of high 
quality new homes, alongside 
leisure and retail space. This will 
also open up views of the river 
and Abbey Park, reconnecting the 
jewels of the town’s rich heritage 
assets with the high street.

• Improvements to the appearance 
of Bridge Street.

• Bringing the Public Hall back into 
use as a new arts centre.

• Developing a new vision for the 
area including the former Aldi and 
Oat Street Car Park, Chapel Street 
Car Park and Cowl Street Car Park. 

• Creating active travel links for 
walking and cycling along the High 
Street so it is less dominated by 
vehicles and more pedestrian–
friendly.

• Tree planting along the High Street, 
including rain gardens and new 
seating areas.

• Enhancing the riverside parkland.
• Expanding the town’s events 

programme.
• Using the Christmas Tree Farm 

site as an active community space 
with natural and wild play spaces, 
allotments and new walking trails.

Droitwich Spa Game 
Changer sites

• Redeveloping the Union Lane 
(Baxenden) site, Netherwich Basin 
and Fire Station sites into a new 
urban village offering canalside 
town centre living. As well as 
housing, the opportunity includes 
cafés, shops and a permanent 
home for the Pamela May Canal 
Boat and Museum.

• New independent shops and 
eateries as well as extended 
opening hours in the St Andrews 
Centre.

• Improvements to the physical 
appearance of the High Street, 
such as new seating, are proposed 
as well as closing the space to 
allow events and markets to take 
place and turning vacant units into 
pop–up shops.

• Making more of Droitwich Lido 
and the commercial opportunities 
presented by our Brine when 
marketing and developing the 
town and exploring options for a 
permanent restaurant at the Lido.

• Making more of the museum, 
Norbury Theatre, heritage trails 
and creating an expanded events 
programme.

Pershore Game 
Changer sites

• The Pershore Market site offers 
an opportunity to create a new 
landmark development that 
transforms the arrival into the 
town from the High Street, Avon 
Meadows and the River Avon. We 
will work closely with landowners 
and existing businesses to examine 
options.

• Broad Street has the potential to 
be transformed into a pedestrian 
space that can also be used to host 
some of Pershore’s regular events 
and expand the programme. 
A new permanent car parking 
arrangement could be maintained 
within Broad Street while also 
allowing enough flexibility for 
alternative uses as well as places 
to sit, relax and experience what 
the town has to offer.

Read the town centre 
prospectuses in full (opens in 
new window) 

Scan the QR code to watch 
our town centre prospectus 
explainer video.

6

http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/town-centres


Investing 
in our communities 

Amphitheatre takes shape

An exciting new outdoor 
performance space has been 
created in a rural part of the 
district, thanks to the backing of 
our Community Legacy Grant 
scheme.
Work on the 250–seat amphitheatre on the grounds of 
the Lenches Sports and Recreation Club is expected 
to be completed by April next year.

The design makes innovative use of the natural 
landscape, turning the gentle slope behind the club’s 
tennis courts into a curved, terraced seating area. The 
existing pavilion will be extended to include a dressing 
room, green room, costume area and storage facility.

With a stunning view across the Severn Valley, and 
set against the backdrop of the Malvern, Abberley 
and Clent Hills, the venue opens up new opportunities 
for outdoor drama, dance, music and sporting 
performances.

The Lenches Sports and Recreation Club worked with 
South Lenches Parish Council to make their vision a 
reality, while we backed the project with a £95,000 
Community Legacy Grant in 2019.

Legacy grant bears 
fruit in Badsey

A new community orchard and burial 
ground have been created in Badsey 
with support from Wychavon.
Badsey and Aldington Parish Council received £163,000 
from us to help fund the project, which has delivered 
long–needed facilities for residents in the area.

Pear Tree Fields, off Willersey Road, now provides a 
tranquil resting place for people to bury their loved ones 
after the local churchyard had to be closed as it was full 
up. Some 2,400 trees have been planted, including 240 
fruit trees, to create a community orchard residents will be 
invited to pick when ready.

Allotments have 
also been created to 
meet demand from 
villagers and there 
are other features to 
support wildlife and 
biodiversity.

The project has been 
six years in the making 
and cost more than 
£250,000 in total. 
Our contribution was 
funded through our 
Community Legacy 
Grant scheme and 
New Homes Bonus 
money.
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£4.7 million 
investment in 
community sports 
facilities

Work is well underway 
on a new £2 million cycle 
hub in Evesham that will 
be the first of its kind in 
the region.

The hub is being built next to the 
ground of Evesham United FC and will 
cover 30,000 square metres in total. It 
will include:

A 3,600 square metre pump 
track which will be one of the 
largest tracks in the UK. This 
will include multiple routes for 
cyclists and interlinked loops for 
competition.

A 590 square metre Learn to 
Ride track that includes a mini 
road layout and speed bumps.

A cyclo–cross training track that 
will give riders the ability to use 
more rugged terrain. 

1km closed road circuit

This means the hub can be used 
by both professional and novice 
cyclists. It is expected the track 
will host national competitions 
and will bring users into the town 
from not just the district, but 
further afield as well.

Extra car parking is also being 
provided and new football 
pitches are being created to 
replace those lost as part of the 
development.

The project is being partly funded 
by a £500,000 grant from Sport 
England as well as money linked 
to planning agreements – known 
as Section 106 money – which 
specified it had to be spent for 
sport and leisure uses. Work is 
expected to last until October 
2022.

It is the latest investment we 
are making in community and 
sporting facilities across the 
district, which totals more than 
£4.7 million so far.

In Droitwich Spa, work has 
recently finished transforming 
King George V Playing Fields into 
a £2.5 million community sports 
hub. The project includes a new 
floodlit 3G artificial pitch, a floodlit 
stadia pitch, a new changing 
room block and new storage.

The changing rooms and pavilion 
have also been refurbished, 
including the installation of 
photovoltaic panels and other 
energy–saving measures.

The project is being funded 
through Section 106 money, 
our Community Legacy Grant 
scheme and £450,000 from the 
Grassroots Fund of the Football 
Foundation. It is being delivered 
in partnership between us, 
Wychavon Leisure and Droitwich 
Spa Community Football Club 
Ltd.

It follows the £1.4 million 
investment in a 3G pitch and 
pavilion at Evesham United last 
September – the first full–sized, 
floodlit, artificial grass pitch to 
be installed in the district to FA 
and FIFA standards. The project 
was funded with the help of a 
£576,000 grant from The Football 
Foundation as well as Section 
106 money.

We have also committed 
£300,000 for a new 3G pitch 
at Prince Henry’s High School, 
which will benefit pupils and the 
wider community.
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Supporting you 
through the cost of 
living crisis

We know times are tough 
right now with the cost of 
just about everything going 
up. We have put together 
some simple advice to help 
you find support.

Council Tax Energy Bills Rebate
Everyone who pays their Council Tax by Direct Debit 
and  lives in a property in Band A to D should have been 
paid their £150 Energy Bills Rebate at the end of May. 
Vouchers were sent by post for households in Band A 
to D who do not pay their Council Tax by Direct Debit at 
the end of June and early July. These allowed people 
to claim the money through the Post Office. If you 
haven’t received your payment yet then please email 
revenues@southworcestershirerevenues.gov.uk with 
Energy Bills Rebate in the subject line or, if you do not 
have access to email, call 03004 560560.

Households in Band E and above and on low incomes 
can also claim help through our discretionary scheme.

Details of the discretionary scheme were being finalised 
at the time we went to print. Please visit the benefits and 
Council Tax section of our website for more information.

Council Tax
We froze our share of the Council Tax bill this year for 
the fifth year in a row. By April 2023 this will have kept 
£1.9 million in the pockets of our residents.

If you are struggling to pay your Council Tax then please 
get in touch with our team as soon as possible so we 
can discuss your options.

If you are on a low income or claiming benefits then you 
may qualify for Council Tax Support which can reduce 
your bill. This applies whether you own or rent your 
home and whether you are unemployed or working.

There are other discounts you may qualify for and you 
can also ask to spread your payments over 12 months 
instead of ten to lower the monthly cost, although the 
total bill remains the same.

Energy bills
Act on Energy has money available 
to support people in certain 
circumstances with their energy 
costs.

To find out more about the criteria 
visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/
moneyadvice and follow the link or 
call the Act on Energy free advice 
line on 0800 988 2881.

Talk to your energy supplier if 
you are struggling to pay. Certain 
energy suppliers offer grants to 
customers to help with their bills.

If you can afford to do so, another 
way of potentially cutting your 
energy bills is to install renewable 
technology like solar panels. 
You can also get help from the 
Government up until 2025 to 
replace your boiler with a greener 
alternative that, depending on 
your circumstances, could also 
save you money long–term. The 
scheme offers £5,000 off the cost 
and installation of an air source 
heat pump or a biomass boiler, or 
£6,000 off the cost and installation 
of a ground source heat pump.
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Water bills
Severn Trent offers a reduction on its bills to customers with 
a household income below £16,480. Other schemes are also 
available. Visit the Wychavon money advice page to find out 
more or call Seven Trent directly on 0345 7500 500.

General money management and debt advice
If you are worried about your finances, then seek help as 
soon as possible.

Call South Worcestershire Citizens’ Advice Adviceline on 
03444 111 303.

The Government backed Money Advice Service also offers 
free and impartial advice on 0800 138 7777.

Food
If you are struggling to afford food then please visit  
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/Here2Help which can direct 
you to support available. Children receiving free school meals 
and vulnerable families can get support during the school 
summer holidays from Ready Steady Worcestershire. Visit 
our money advice page for more information.

Your local food bank may be able to provide you with an 
emergency food parcel but you will need to be referred. If 
you can’t afford food then please call the Trussell Trust’s free 
helpline on 0808 208 2138 to talk to a trained Citizens Advice 
adviser. They will talk you through the issues you are facing, 
provide support and issue you with a food bank voucher if 
needed.

Community pantries operate in Droitwich Spa, Evesham 
and Pershore. They offer free food to people, regardless of 
their situation and, unlike food banks, you do not need to 
be referred. The aim is to stop as much food as possible 
from going to waste. These are available at Droitwich Baptist 
Church and for Westlands residents at Westlands Community 
Centre, Meadow Way, Westlands. They can also be found 
at Evesham Adventure Playground and Pershore Baptist 
Church. See our money advice page for more information.

Household Support Fund
We are working with 17 local organisations to distribute 
the Government’s Household Support Fund. This is aimed 
at providing essential goods and services to support 
households. The funding is being distributed locally to 
support charities to provide food and white goods, fuel 
vouchers and direct support to families to help reduce 
poverty through advice and information. This time, a 
proportion of the funding is also aimed at older people over 
the age of 66, as well as families.

If you need help, please contact South Worcestershire 
Citizens Advice or your local volunteer centre for more 
information.

Droitwich Spa CVS
admin@droitwichcvs.org.uk or call 01905 779115.
Evesham Volunteer Centre
co@eveshamvolunteers.org.uk or call 01386 570530.
Pershore Volunteer Centre
admin@pershorevolunteers.org.uk or call 01386 554299.

Loan sharks
Please do not borrow money from unregulated money 
lenders – called loan sharks. We expect more of these people 
to begin targeting low income families during the current 
cost of living crisis. They offer large amounts of money with 
limited checks but charge very high interest rates and will use 
illegal methods to collect money owed including violence and 
removing valuables, credit cards or passports from people.

If your income is low, you have a poor credit rating or you 
only need a small amount for a short period of time then there 
are alternatives to loan sharks that are legal and safe, such 
as a Credit Union.

If you are struggling financially then please seek proper 
advice.

More information is available on our website at 
www.wychavon.gov.uk/moneyadvice.
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Are you 

#FoodSavvy?
Could you be throwing away 
£700 a year? That’s the 
amount the average family in 
Worcestershire is estimated 
to be putting in the bin every 
year by wasting food.

Across the UK some 6.6 million tonnes of food is thrown 
away by households every year. Almost three–quarters 
of that food could have been eaten.

In Wychavon we estimate about 9,000 tonnes is being 
binned across the district every year.

That’s why we have joined forces with Worcestershire 
County Council and environmental charity Hubbub to 
raise awareness of how much our wasteful food habits 
are hurting our pocket and the planet.

The year–long #FoodSavvy campaign will focus on the 
simple ways people can cut down on food waste and 
save money.

Check out our top #Foodsavvy tips on the 
page opposite or find out more at  
www.wychavon.gov.uk/food-savvy

Did you know?

Every day in UK homes we throw away approximately:

20 
MILLION 
whole slices of 
bread

4.4 
MILLION 
whole potatoes

920,000  
whole bananas

1.2 
MILLION 
whole tomatoes

720,000  
whole oranges

800,000  
whole apples

2.7 
MILLION 
whole carrots

970,000  
whole onions

86,000  
whole lettuce

3.1 
MILLION 
glasses’ worth 
of milk

2.2 
MILLION 
slices’ worth of 
ham

The main reasons we 
throw away food

Not used in time 
1.9 million tonnes

Personal preference 
1.3 million tonnes

Cooked, prepared,  served 
too much 

1.1 million tonnes

Other 
300,000 tonnes

Source: WRAP – Food surplus and 
waste arisings in the UK
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Try our top #FoodSavvy tips
Your family could save over £60 a month whilst doing your bit for the 
environment, by eating more of the food you buy. Sounds simple? 
That’s because it is. Below are our tips to get you started.

PLAN like a pro

Planning your meals is one of the 
easiest ways to keep good food 
from going to waste. Get the whole 
family involved.

You could put a chalkboard in the kitchen to write up a 
meal plan. Make it fun by getting the whole family to write 
down meals that they would like to eat before planning 
out the week.

Remember to include a day to use up what you have in 
your fridge and cupboards and create a meal with that 
food. Also, remember to keep a day free if you fancy a 
takeaway or a night out.

You haven’t written a meal plan before? 
No problem!
You can download a handy meal planner from our 
#FoodSavvy web page to keep you and your family in 
delicious dinners throughout the week. Remember to 
look for common ingredients across recipes, so you 
don’t buy too much.

STORE it right

Storing food correctly is one 
of the best ways to reduce 
food waste. It will help it last 
longer and taste better.

Not sure where to store your bread or your beans? 
These are our top tips:

• Keep cool, dark and dry – bread, onions, potatoes, 
and mushrooms (keep onions separate from other 
food).

• Keep in the fridge – vegetables, fruit, eggs, leftover 
meals, dairy, meat, gravy.

• Use your freezer – it’s like a pause button for 
everything from slices of bread to cartons of milk and 
much more.

Still not sure how to store something? 
Check out the A to Z of food storage on the 
#FoodSavvy web page.

#USE your loaf

Want to love your loaves 
for longer? Store your bread 
the right way to cut down the 
amount wasted, by following our top tips below:

• Location, location, location – Store your bread 
in the original packaging in a cool, dark and dry 
location (e.g. a cupboard or bread bin).

• No to the fridge – Don’t keep bread in the fridge, as 
it will go stale sooner!

• Best before dates – Packaged bread can often be 
eaten up to a week after its best before date. Unless 
it’s gone mouldy!

• Freeze it – All bread can be frozen and stored for 
longer. Defrost it when you need a slice or even pop 
it straight into the toaster.

LOVE your leftovers

Turning leftovers into a delicious 
new meal or a tasty snack is one of 
the best ways to help tackle food waste.

Make sure to cool leftovers as quickly as possible. Then 
store them in the fridge or freezer (if saving for a later 
date). Eat them within two days if stored in the fridge 
(one for rice) and reheat until piping hot.

If eating the same meal two days in a row isn’t for you, 
try one of our cheffy tips to reimagine your leftover food 
into a brand–new meal:

• Leftovers from a Sunday roast? Create a bubble 
and squeak brunch or add them to a curry.

• Cooked too much rice? Fry it with some leftover 
vegetables, some soy sauce and an egg or two, heat 
thoroughly and you’ve got egg fried rice.

• Overdone it on the pasta? You can’t go far wrong 
with a delicious mac and cheese.

More information 
visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/food-savvy

12



New fuels 
trialled to help cut carbon emissions 

Wychavon’s waste and recycling collections 
could be cleaner and greener in the future 
thanks to trials of alternative fuels.
FCC Environment, our waste and recycling collections contractor, 
has been using Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil (HVO) to replace diesel 
as a fuel for the collection and street cleaning fleet. The fuel is made 
from different kinds of vegetable oils and can reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by as much as 90% compared to diesel. It also means there 
is no need to change vehicles.

The trial has now been completed and data is being analysed to decide 
whether or not to make the switch permanent.

A trial of an electric refuse collection vehicle (e–RCV) also took place 
in the district earlier in the year. The e–RCV has a battery range of 125 
miles and can operate for about nine hours on a single charge.

The e–RCV trial was part of a wider national study involving seven other 
councils and is understood to be the most comprehensive long–term 
study of its kind. The study is ongoing.

The trial will help FCC Environment and its partners understand what 
they will need from e–RCVs in the future, as well as other adaptions the 
UK may need to make such as upgrades to the electricity network and 
changes to how the trucks are used.

Decarbonising waste 
and recycling collections 
is one of the key actions 
in our Intelligently Green 
Plan, to help meet our 
target to cut our carbon 
emissions by 75% by 
2030.

Cllr Tony Rowley, Executive Board Member 
for Climate Change, Environmental Policy 
and Regulatory Services on Wychavon 
District Council, said:

“This demonstrates the commitment 
of Wychavon and FCC Environment to 
cutting our carbon emissions. I hope the 
data from this trial will bring us a step 
closer to the day when we can have a 
fleet picking up waste and recycling 
across our district that is completely 
powered by low or zero carbon fuel 
sources.”

Dr. Mike Burgess, Head of Development 
and lead for the e–RCV initiative at FCC 
Environment, said:

“By 2050, by law, we will have to stop 
using vehicles powered by fossil 
fuels. This presents a challenge to 
companies and local authorities using 
big vehicles for essential services like 
waste collection. It’s not as simple as 
just replacing the trucks – we need to 
consider how we upgrade the electricity 
distribution network and change the way 
the trucks are used. Through these trials, 
we hope to examine the problems and 
find solutions to help local authorities 
decarbonise their waste collection.” 
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Planting the 

woodlands 
of the future

Wychavon is part of 
an ambitious project 
to plant thousands 
of trees, support 
green jobs and 
develop a plan for 
the woodlands of the 
future.

We are working with Heart of England 
Forest and Stratford and Warwick 
District Councils to plant an extra 363 
hectares of woodland by 2025 across 
the three council areas.

It is part of a three–year project 
being led by the Heart of England 
Forest which has just been awarded 
£499,446 from the Trees Call to Action 
Fund, led by Defra, the Forestry 
Commission and The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund.

The project will engage with 50 
landowners and 205 parish councils 
to identify suitable land for tree 
planting and opportunities for 
community engagement. Some 500 
volunteers will also be involved in 
helping to plan, design and deliver 
tree planting as well as maintain them 
in the future.

The new woodlands created will help 
capture carbon contributing to efforts 
to combat climate change, boost 
biodiversity and provide havens for 
people to enjoy. Four full–time roles 
and four forestry apprentices will also 
be created to help meet the demand 
for skilled people to help plant and 
maintain the new woods.

Creating new woodland and restoring 
wildlife habitats is one of the promises 
in our four–year corporate strategy.

Beth Brook, Chief Executive at the 
Heart of England Forest, said

“Through our partnership, we 
will grow momentum within 
communities and landowners 
towards creating an environment 
with more trees, where people 
understand the wider benefits of 
woodland and can enjoy them, 
where we restore lost skills and 
lost landscapes, and look to a 
future where forests are once 
more at the heart of England.”

Cllr Tony Rowley, Executive Board 
Member for Climate Change, 
Environmental Policy and Regulatory 
Services on Wychavon District 
Council, said:

“This is a major step forward in 
delivering on our climate change 
targets and our promise to restore 
and improve our natural habitat. 
This is an ambitious, large–scale 
project that will develop a plan for 
the woodlands of the future, that 
supports green jobs and gives 
young people vital traditional 
woodland management skills. I’m 
delighted that partnership working 
with the Heart of England Forest, 
colleagues in Warwickshire and 
our communities, is at the heart of 
this project.”
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New tool launched 
to help get your recycling right

What do a skateboard and a baking tray have in common with 
children’s toys? They are all items that have wrongly been put into 

green recycling bins by Wychavon residents in recent months.

When an item not meant for the green 
bin is put in with your recycling it is 
called contamination. Contamination 
is a problem as it can cause issues 
with sorting machinery and affect the 
quality of other recyclable materials, 
meaning they cannot be sent for 
recycling into other products.

It is also expensive to deal with as 
it means more use of hand–sorting 
to remove incorrect items, which 
is expensive and costs us all as 
taxpayers.

The good news is our residents are 
keen recyclers, sending about 28,500 
tonnes of recyclable items a year to be 
turned into new items. But more than 
2,000 tonnes of that is contamination.

Clothes, food waste and electrical 
items are amongst the things most 
commonly put incorrectly into the 
green bin.

While some people may be 
deliberately contaminating their 
recycling, most people do so with 
the best of intentions. They are either 
confused about what can and cannot 
be recycled or they are wishcyclers 

– people who put items in the bin in 
the hope they will be recycled even 
if they are not on the list of accepted 
materials.

To help residents get their recycling 
right we have launched our new 
search tool called Right Waste, Right 
Place. It has a database of more than 
10,000 items and will tell you how best 
to dispose of a particular item. This 
could be in the black or green bins or 
it could be by using one of the other 
methods available such as: charity 
shops, reuse centres, supermarket 
recycling schemes or Household 
Recycling Centres.

If you cannot find something in the 
database, then there is the option to 
suggest an item to us. We can then 
find out how to dispose of it and add it 
to the list.

You can also try out our new recycling 
sorting game to test your knowledge.

If you aren’t online, then our 
comprehensive waste reduction and 
recycling guide is available from the 
Civic Centre in Pershore and local 
libraries.

More information
Visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/
recycling-search to try out the 
tool or scan the QR code on this 
page with your smartphone.

You can also sign up for our 
waste and recycling e–newsletter 
for updates on changes to our 
bin services as well as regular 
advice and tips. Visit www.
wychavon.gov.uk/email-alerts

THE TOP 10 
items incorrectly put 
into green recycling 
bins in Wychavon

• Food waste
• Clothes
•  Shoes, 

slippers and 
boots

• Wood
• Polystyrene
•  Electrical 

items

• Textiles
•  Coat 

hangers
• Toys
•  Metals  

(other than 
food, drink 
and aerosol 
cans)
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Flushed with 
success

Wychavon’s public 
toilets are once again 
amongst the best 
in the country after 
scooping a host of 
prestigious awards.

We were awarded the best Local 
Authority Public Toilets in the UK award 
for 2021 at a ceremony earlier this year, 
following on from our overall national 
title win in 2020.

Pershore High Street toilets were also 
named Best Toilet in a Car Park in 
the UK, Church Walk in Pershore won 
the Best Toilet in a Park in the UK 
award and St Andrews Square toilets 
in Droitwich are officially the Best 
Unattended Toilet in the UK.

Diamond awards – the highest award 
possible – have also been given to 
seven of Wychavon’s toilet blocks with 
the others receiving platinum status. 
Wychavon is now second in the toilet 
Premier League roll of honour.

The awards from the British Toilet 
Association recognise the significant 
investment we have continued to 
make in our public loos. Improvements 
include installing solar panels, energy 
and water–saving Propelair toilets, LED 
lighting and combined tap/hand dryers.

Loos in Church Close in Broadway 
and Pershore High Street have been 
completely refurbished with a new block 
built at Church Walk in Pershore.

And the investment doesn’t stop there. 
Work on waterside toilets in Evesham 
was set to be completed this month 
(July). They have been rebuilt to a 
modern standard with new water and 

energy–saving features including grey 
water harvesting tanks – that capture 
and reuse water from sinks to flush 
the toilets – and solar panels.

Wychavon has also successfully 
secured £210,000 from the 
Government to create four new 
Changing Places toilets. These will 
support residents and visitors who 
need space and specialist equipment 
not available in standard disabled 
toilets.

These will be added to toilet blocks 
at Oat Street in Evesham, Lido Park 
in Droitwich Spa and the Activity Park 
and Milestone Ground in Broadway. 
Work will be carried out over three 
years. Once completed it will mean 
nine of Wychavon’s 11 toilet blocks 
will have Changing Places facilities.

16



A new way 
to support our 
communities

The Covid–19 pandemic 
highlighted that across 
Wychavon there are many 
groups and organisations 
doing amazing things for 
their local area.

As we put the pandemic behind us, we wanted to take that 
tremendous community spirit and build on it. That’s why we have 
introduced changes to the way we work with our communities.

Rather than focusing on what an area is missing, we want to work 
with residents to identify what it is that makes their area a great place 
to live. Put simply who are the people, buildings and groups that add 
value to their community and make living in it such a great experience?

Having identified those strengths, we will then work with communities 
to build on them and develop solutions to meet local needs and fill any 
gaps.

That doesn’t mean we will be taking a back seat. We will continue to 
invest in our communities in many ways, including community funding 
schemes, events to provide inspiration and practical advice and a 
revamped community awards scheme. But this new approach means 
we can target our resources where they can make the biggest impact.

To help us do that, we have three new Communities Officers who have 
each been allocated an area of the district. Their role will be to work 
closely with communities and a wide range of organisations across 
Wychavon including the district’s three volunteer centres, parish and 
town councils, food banks and community groups.

covers 
Droitwich Spa 
and the north 
of Wychavon 
spanning from 
Crowle to Hartlebury. He has a 
background in the arts and higher 
education with a specific focus on 
well–being and community.

“This role is a great opportunity 
to develop a sense of belonging 
with local people in my area. I 
am here to identify the needs 
of the community, to support 
existing initiatives and encourage 
the uptake of new ones, whilst 
fulfilling the council’s promises to 
our communities.”

Patrick 
Connelly 

Get in touch with Patrick at  
patrick.connelly@wychavon.gov.uk

who covers 
Evesham, 
Broadway and 
surrounding 
rural areas, joins 
Wychavon from 
Gloucestershire County Council 
where he worked with vulnerable 
groups within the community.

“I love having the chance to 
meet and discover new people 
and communities, to explore 
their passions and seek ways to 
work with others to bring people 
together.

My hope is to work within the 
community and alongside 
partners, to build connections 
and find ways for communities to 
thrive.”

Ben Price 

Contact Ben at  
ben.price@wychavon.gov.uk

Branwen 
Bingle 

looks after 
Pershore 
and the 
surrounding 
area, stretching from 
Bredon to Dormston and across 
to Whittington and Norton. She 
is a former teacher and senior 
lecturer in Primary Education at the 
University of Worcester.

“I have lived in Wychavon for 15 
years and this is an opportunity 
to contribute to my community 
and work with different groups 
and residents to improve the 
quality of their lives within their 
neighbourhood.”

Get in touch with Branwen at 
branwen.bingle@wychavon.gov.uk
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Do you have an idea to 

get your community moving?

Residents and 
community groups 
with ideas about how 
to improve transport in 
Wychavon can bid for 
a share of £150,000 to 
turn their ambition into 
reality.
We have joined forces with 
Worcestershire County Council and 
crowdfunding platform Spacehive to 
launch the second round of our Ticket 
to Ride Fund.

Residents or groups with a community 
transport project can register it on 
the Ticket to Ride crowdfunding 
page. They will then be able to pitch 
for funding worth up to half of the 
total cost of their project from us and 
Worcestershire County Council, up to 
a maximum of £50,000.

The rest of the money must then be 
raised by donations from the public, 
businesses or other organisations that 
wish to support the project.

We are particularly looking for 
community–led projects that 
improve access to services and 
opportunities for social interaction, 
boost connectivity of communities, 
encourage more active forms of travel, 
reduce social isolation or cut carbon 
emissions.

In April, we held a showcase event 
at the Civic Centre where we 
demonstrated some of the successful 
community–led transport schemes 
already working across South 
Worcestershire.

They included an e–bike ‘try before 
you buy’ loan scheme, a car share 
club, community minibuses and the 
Evesham Adventure Playground e–
bus (pictured above) which is used 
to take children from schools to the 
playground.

The deadline to register a project is 
28 September 2022. If you have an 
idea and need help developing it, then 
please contact our community officers 
(see previous page).

The scheme supports one of our 
promises to help communities to 
develop community–based transport 
options through funding, mentoring 
and advice.

More information
Visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/

crowdfunding

18

http://www.wychavon.gov.uk/crowdfunding


Help change 
the lives of people 
sleeping 
rough

A new campaign has 
been launched to 
encourage residents 
to support people 
sleeping rough in a way 
that will have the most 
impact.
We already work in partnership with 
many organisations to help prevent 
people from sleeping rough in the 
first place, and to make the long–term 
changes needed to get them off 
the streets for good, if they do find 
themselves in that situation.

The Small Change, Big Difference 
campaign aims to highlight this work 
and encourage people to donate to 
projects already working to improve 
the lives of those on the streets, or at 
risk of ending up there.

It also encourages people to use the 
Street Link service to tell us when they 
see a rough sleeper, so our outreach 
team can find those people and begin 
supporting them.

Projects involved in the campaign 
include the Evesham youth 
homelessness project run by the 
charity St Basils in partnership with 
Wychavon. The project takes on 
young people aged 16 to 25 at risk 
of being made homeless and works 
with them to build independence and 

skills that will allow them to go on to 
successfully rent and sustain their own 
home.

Maggs is a charity that runs day 
centres in Worcester and Malvern. 
People sleeping rough on the streets 
of Wychavon are also often referred to 
one of these day centres for help.

They provide homeless people 
somewhere warm and dry to go as 
well as access to the basics we all 
take for granted – a safe place to 
be, toilets, showers, a hot drink and 
someone to talk to. They also provide 
hot meals, clothing and mentoring 
and support for those ready to make 
changes to get off the streets and 
back into mainstream community life.

Caring Hands in the Vale supports 
people who are homeless and at risk 
of homelessness, by offering a range 
of support including food parcels, 
toiletry packs, bedding, clothing and 
blankets for free, depending on their 
circumstances.

They are also developing a new 
project – The Lighthouse – which will 
become a drop–in centre. As well as 
offering everything they already do, 
this will allow them to provide advice 

and support sessions including 
access to IT facilities, a health hub, 
shower, laundry, lockers for the 
homeless, haircuts, and provide a 
‘care of address’.

Cllr Chris Day, Executive Board 
Member for Housing, Health and 
Well–being on Wychavon District 
Council, said:

“People often ask us how 
they can help people they 
see sleeping rough. The 
way people can make the 
biggest difference is to 
support projects already doing 
tremendous work with those 
on the streets and at risk of 
homelessness, so they can 
carry on helping people.”

People can find out more about the 
projects and how to donate by visiting 
www.wychavon.gov.uk/small-change. 
Money donated will go directly to 
the charities themselves. We will not 
receive or take anything. It is hoped 
more projects will want to be involved 
with the campaign in the future and 
details of how to get involved can be 
found on the web page.

How you can help someone you see sleeping rough:
Donate to the Small Change, Big Difference campaign at  
www.wychavon.gov.uk/small-change.

Tell us when you see someone sleeping rough  
by visiting www.streetlink.org.uk or call 0300 500 0914.
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New timetable for review of 

South Worcestershire 
Development Plan

A new timetable is being 
drawn up for the review of 
the South Worcestershire 
Development Plan (SWDP).

A draft of the document – known as the Regulation 19 publication – was 
supposed to go out for consultation this month (July). But publication 
was delayed because work on key documents relating to development 
sites, and the infrastructure needed to support them, had not been 
completed in time.

More work is needed to finalise the Infrastructure Delivery Plan, which is a 
crucial evidence document setting out how strategic infrastructure, such 
as roads and new schools, will be delivered to support proposals in the 
SWDP.

A new timetable will be considered by councillors in the next few weeks.

The review of the SWDP sets out where an extra 

14,000 HOMES  
will be built across Wychavon, Malvern Hills 
District and Worcester City by 2041.

Cllr Aaron Powell, Chair of the SWDP Joint 
Advisory Panel, said: 

“We know that infrastructure and 
how it will be delivered is one of the 
key concerns of our residents. We 
are disappointed by this latest delay 
to the review of the SWDP but the 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan is a critical 
piece of evidence, to demonstrate the 
proposed strategic housing sites are 
viable. It is better we take the time 
now to make sure we are getting it 
right, as we look to deliver a Plan that 
will have a profound impact on South 
Worcestershire over the coming years.”
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Park life 
the latest news from 
our parks team

Habitat improvement in 
Abbey Park and Crown 
Meadow Evesham
As an experiment, we have replaced the 
formal bedding in the circular bed at the 
quay in Abbey Park with wildflowers in red, 
white and blue in recognition of the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. The area floods so the result 
was not guaranteed but, despite flooding 
soon after seeding, the result is good.

The areas of Crown Meadow that were sown 
with wildflowers last year are now developing 
well, as this picture shows.

Latest improvement to 
Lido Park
There is now even more fun to be had in Lido 
Park in Droitwich with the opening of the new 
embankment slide.

The old slide was rotting and had to be 
replaced. In its place is a modern double–
width inclusive wavy slide with a climbing 
slope, steps and talking flowers

It is the latest upgrade to Lido Park, which 
in recent years has seen the tennis courts 
revamped, the multi–use games area rebuilt 
and works to resurface and widen most of 
the paths to make it easier for wheelchair 
and pushchair users to enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings. A completely new 170–metre 
path was also created.
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Barrier work completed in Abbey 
Park
Work to install a barrier to protect Pershore’s Abbey Park 
from illegal encampments has been completed. The barrier 
includes a knee–high rail and lockable gates. The rail has 
been painted black to help it fit in with the surroundings and 
wildflowers have been planted to help reduce the rail’s visual 
impact. Boulders have been placed around pedestrian 
access points as a decorative feature to help them stand 
out.

Anyone for (table) tennis?
We are always looking to add new features to our parks. 
Brand new table tennis tables have been installed in 
Workman Gardens in Evesham, perfect for single or group 
games.

There is also a new sensory wheel and see–saw in Charity 
Brook Park to try out and the basket swing is back in action 
after recent repairs.

Droitwich Woods becomes a 
Local Nature Reserve
Droitwich Community Woods has officially been recognised 
as a Local Nature Reserve by Natural England. The site 
is jointly managed by Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and 
Wychavon and achieving official designation will give it 
greater protection from any future development in the area.

Droitwich Community Woods is made up of deciduous 
woodland, blackthorn scrub, grassland, wildflower 
meadows, and established and developing river banks 
which include saltmarsh and canal sides.

There are three themed nature trails for people to enjoy. The 
woods can be found off Ombersley Way, near to the junction 
with the A38.

Have a splash in our water play 
fountains
Our parks team is working hard on coming up with new 
designs to replace the water play fountains in our parks, 
which are coming to the end of their useful life. We hope 
to be able to tell you more soon but in the meantime, they 
are open every day from 10am to 6pm until a date to be 
confirmed in September.

You can find them in Abbey Park in Evesham, Abbey Park 
in Pershore and Lido Park in Droitwich Spa. They do break 
down because of their age but we try to make repairs as fast 
as possible. During busy times the water will stop while the 
system refills.
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Could you help 

watch out for 
your neighbours?

The man behind 
the largest 
Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme in the 
West Mercia Police 
area is encouraging 
others to get involved 
to help drive down 
crime in Wychavon.

Ian Baldry became Head Coordinator 
for Fladbury Neighbourhood Watch 
three years ago. Working with 
Wychavon, Neighbourhood Watch 
West Mercia, the local policing team 
and West Mercia Citizens in Policing, 
it has now grown to become a model 
of how to create an effective village 
Neighbourhood Watch.

“My goal was to ensure all Fladbury 
residents were part of creating a 
safe community by encouraging 
everyone to be part of their 
Neighbourhood Watch,” 
Mr Baldry said.

“Without the assistance of the 
Wychavon Community Safety 
Officer, Elliott Nixon and the local 
West Mercia policing team, I would 
not have achieved an almost 90% 
sign–up rate of households across 
our village.”

The Fladbury model has now 
been used to create another 15 
Neighbourhood Watch schemes 
across the area.

Wychavon provides guidance and 
assistance to anyone looking to start 
up a Neighbourhood Watch in their 
community.

Members of the Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme will receive crime 
prevention advice as well as local 
information and alerts about crime 
in the area and things to look out for 
from the local policing team through 
the Neighbourhood Matters system.

They also provide a valuable link 
between the community and police, 
helping to gather information about 
criminal activity in the Neighbourhood 
Watch area.

Each scheme runs in its own way that 
is suited to the community. This could 
be using messaging apps, social 
media or email.

Cllr Rob Adams, Executive Board 
Member for Stronger Communities, 
Culture and Sport on Wychavon 
District Council, said:

“Wychavon district is a low–crime 
area, and we want to keep it that 
way. Having a Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme not only assists 
in keeping crime low by raising 
awareness amongst local residents, 
but also strengthens community 
resilience by bringing people closer 
together. This partnership approach 
to community safety ensures better 
communication to our residents 
when it really matters.”

Anyone interested in starting up a  
Neighbourhood Watch scheme in their community  

should email communitysafety@wychavon.gov.uk  
or call 01684 862213
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£500 on offer 
to apprentices and trainees to help fill skills gap

People are being 
helped to take their 
first steps into the 
world of work, or 
switch to a new 
career, with a £500 
apprenticeship and 
training payment from 
Wychavon.
The incentive is designed to 
promote apprenticeships and 
trainee programmes and is part of 
the Wychavon and Malvern Hills 
Upskilling Project. The project is 
being partly funded by more than 
£283,000 from the UK Government 
through the UK Community Renewal 
Fund to support a range of activities 
to boost skills, help businesses 
grow and support people into work.

So far 26 apprentices have 
benefited from the payment in 
our district and they are now 
encouraging others to take 
advantage of the scheme, which 
runs until the end of September.

Zander Marshall from Ombersley 
was just 16 and had recently left 
school when he joined Amada as 
an apprentice in mechanical and 
electronic engineering.

“An apprenticeship mixes work 
and training so it meant that 
I could get a head start in my 
career while also gaining a 
qualification. I have definitely 
learnt a lot so far, both about 
engineering and the world of 
work,” says Zander.

“The incentive payment was 
a big help when it came to 
buying my car, which has made 
travelling to and from work much 
easier.”

After being made redundant, Carly 
Wardle, a 21–year–old from Evesham, 
started an apprenticeship in business 
administration with Certified Quality 
Systems.

“I’m gaining a lot of hands–
on experience of working in 
a professional environment 
and developing new skills. 
I’m enjoying my role and I’ve 
become much more confident in 
it,” says Carly.

“The incentive payment has 
really helped in the current 
situation, especially with the 
petrol price increases.”

New apprentices or trainees of any age 
are eligible to receive the £500 payment if 
they meet the criteria.

To qualify, they must live or work in 
Wychavon, earn less than £15,000 
a year, have completed at least the 
first month of their course and claim 
the payment themselves.

There is also a separate support 
payment of up to £1,000 available 
for new apprentices and trainees, 
which can help them to cover the 
cost of travel, equipment, clothing 
and other associated expenses. 
Grants of up to £2,000 are also 
available to businesses to help with 
the cost of taking on an apprentice.

Businesses are increasingly turning 
to apprenticeships as a way of filling 
skills gaps in their workforce. A 
survey of more than 600 businesses 
across Wychavon and Malvern 
Hills District found 82% agreed an 
apprentice would help fulfil their 
recruitment or training needs over 
the next two years.

More information
To find out more or to apply for 
the apprenticeship incentive or 

support payments, visit  
www.wychavon.gov.uk/business 

and choose ‘Wychavon and 
Malvern Hills Upskilling Project’24
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