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1.0

Introduction

1.1

Hackney carriage (taxi) and private hire vehicles are used by almost everyone in our society
occasionally, but they are used regularly by particularly vulnerable groups: children; the elderly;
disabled people; and the intoxicated, and a taxi driver has significant power over a passenger
who places themselves, and their personal safety, completely in the driver’s hands.

1.2

Wychavon District Council is responsible for the issuing of licences in respect of those vehicles
used as hackney carriages and private hire vehicles as well as those who drive the vehicles and,
in the case of private hire vehicles, those who operate them by inviting and accepting bookings.

1.3

In all there are five categories of licence that the Council is responsible for issuing:






Licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage
Licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle
Licence to drive hackney carriage
Licence to drive private hire vehicles
Licence to operate private hire vehicles

1.4

In relation to all of these categories of licences, the Council has a discretion over whether to
grant a licence to an applicant or not.

1.5

The aim of local authority licensing of the hackney carriage and private hire trades is to protect
the public by ensuring vehicles are safe and fit for use and that drivers and operators are suitable
people to undertake these roles.

1.6

The Council is also responsible for monitoring the activities of the hackney carriage and private
hire trades and taking appropriate action if the standards expected of those to whom it has
issued a licence are not maintained.

1.7

This document sets out the policies that the Council has adopted in respect of carrying out its
hackney carriage and private hire licensing functions and the standard conditions that the
Council will attach to the licences that it issues. The primary and overriding objective of the
Council in formulating this policy is to protect the public.

1.8

In formulating these policies and licence conditions, the Council has had due regard to the
statutory guidance issued by the Secretary of State for Transport under section 177(1) of the
Policing and Crime Act 2017. The recommendations in the statutory guidance have been
implemented except where there is a compelling local reason not to.

1.9

The Council has also carried out consultation at a local level before adopting the policies and
licence conditions detailed in this document. The Council will always consult on proposed
changes in licensing rules that may have a significant impact on passengers and / or the trade.

1.10

The Council will conduct a review of this policy at least every five years. The policy may also
carry out interim reviews in light of any future developments in legislation, guidance and in the
way that the hackney carriage and private hire trades conduct their business.
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2.0

Licences to Drive Hackney Carriage and / or Private Hire Vehicles

2.1.0

Types of Licence Issued

2.1.1

The Council will normally only issue the following two types of licence:



A licence to drive hackney carriage and private hire vehicles (a “dual licence”)
A licence to drive private hire vehicles only

2.1.2

Where a person held a licence issued by Wychavon District Council to drive hackney carriage
vehicles only at the time this policy took effect, they will be granted a licence that authorises them
to drive both hackney carriage and private hire vehicles when they next renew their licence.

2.1.3

The Council will, at the request of an applicant, grant a licence to drive hackney carriage vehicles
only, but the application requirements for a licence of this nature will be exactly the same as
those for a dual licence.
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2.2.0

Application Requirements – New Applicants

2.2.1

An applicant for a licence to drive hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles must:






2.2.2

Have the right to work in the United Kingdom (UK)
Have held a UK driving licence for a period of at least 3 year(s).
Be over the age of 21.
Have been awarded the Worcestershire Taxi and Private Hire Competency Certificate
Be deemed by the Council to be a “fit and proper person” to hold a licence

Before a licence to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles can be issued, the
applicant must have submitted all of the following:









Completed application form
Worcestershire Taxi and Private Hire Competency Certificate
An enhanced Criminal Record Check Certificate issued by the Disclosure and Barring
Service (DBS) along with proof that they have subscribed to the DBS “Update Service”
A valid DVLA licence check code
Proof of their right to work in the United Kingdom
A recent passport sized photograph of themselves
Application fee
A copy of the Council’s prescribed medical fitness certificate, which has been completed
by a registered medical practitioner with access to their medical records and history.

2.2.3

In addition, those wishing to be granted a licence to drive hackney carriage vehicles must have
passed the Council’s topographical knowledge test.

2.2.4

Any person who has lived outside of the UK for a period of three or more continuous months
after they reached the age of 18 must provide criminal records information or a “Certificate of
Good Character” from each country outside the UK in which they have lived.

2.2.5

In the interests of public safety, the Council will not licence any individual that appears on either
of the children and adult barred lists maintained by the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).

2.2.6

The Council will not issue a licence to any person who does not meet the DVLA’s “Group 2
Medical Standards” as set out in the DVLA publication “Assessing fitness to drive – a guide for
medical professionals.”

2.2.7

Licences to drive hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles will normally be issued for a
period of 3 years and will then expire. Licences of a shorter duration may be issued when the
licensing authority thinks it is appropriate in the specific circumstances of the case, or where
required (e.g. when the licence holder’s leave to remain in the UK is time-limited).
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2.3.0

Worcestershire Taxi and Private Hire Competency Certificate

2.3.1

To obtain the Worcestershire Taxi and Private Hire Competency Certificate, a person must
demonstrate they possess a suitable level of skills, knowledge and understanding in the following
key areas:








2.3.2

English language proficiency – both spoken and written
Numeracy
Legislation affecting taxi and private hire licence holders
Practical driving proficiency
Safeguarding – including Child Sexual Exploitation, County Lines and Modern Slavery
Equalities – including assisting passengers with disabilities
Customer care

The Worcestershire Taxi and Private Hire Competency Certificate is delivered on the Council’s
behalf by an approved training provider that is suitably qualified and experienced.
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2.4.0

Previous Licensing History and Use of the National Register of Revocations and Refusals
(NR3)

2.4.1

Applicants and licence holders will be required to disclose if they hold or have previously held a
licence with another authority. An application will also be required to disclose if they have had an
application for a licence refused, or a licence revoked or suspended by any other licensing
authority.

2.4.2

The National Register of Revocations and Refusals (NR3) allows Councils to record details of
where a licence to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles has been refused or
revoked and allows local authorities to check new applicants against the register.

2.4.3

Details of all applicants for licences to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles will be
checked against NR3 to confirm that there is no record of them having been revoked or refused
elsewhere.

2.4.4

Where this search reveals that the applicant has had a licence refused or revoked elsewhere,
further information will be sought from the relevant Council and this information will be
considered in determining whether or not the individual is a fit and proper person to be granted a
licence.

2.4.5

The Council will also use NR3 to record details of licences that have been refused or revoked by
the Council.
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2.5.0

The Fit and Proper Person Test – Drivers of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles

2.5.1

The Council cannot grant a licence to someone to permit them to drive hackney carriage and/or
private hire vehicles unless they are satisfied that that person is a fit and proper person to hold
such a licence.

2.5.2

In considering whether an applicant or licence holder is fit and proper, those making the decision
on behalf of the Council will ask themselves the following question:

2.5.3

Without any prejudice, and based on the information before you, would you allow a person for
whom you care, regardless of their condition, to travel alone in a vehicle driven by this person at
any time of day or night?

2.5.4

If, on the balance of probabilities, the answer to the question is ‘no’, the individual should not hold
a licence. An applicant or licence holder will not be given “the benefit of the doubt”. If those
making the decision are only “50/50” as to whether the applicant or licence holder is fit and
proper, they will not be licensed.

2.5.5

In determining whether an applicant or licence holder is fit and proper, those making the decision
on behalf of the Council will consider:








Whether an applicant has met the Council’s application requirements
Any information revealed by DBS certificates relating to the applicant / licence holder
Any information revealed under Common Law Police Disclosure provisions
Any information revealed by checks undertaken on the applicant or licence holder’s DVLA
driving licence records
Any information revealed on the medical fitness certificate
Any information revealed during checks on NR3
Any information regarding complaints received about an applicant or licence holder

2.5.6

In considering the information above, those making a decision on behalf of the Council will have
regard to Council’s guidelines on the assessment of previous convictions which are shown at
Annex A.

2.5.7

The financial and other personal circumstances of the applicant or licence holder will not be
taken into account when reaching a decision.
Delegated Decisions

2.5.8

Where the applicant has met the Council’s application requirements and no information has been
revealed by any of the checks set out above that brings into question whether the applicant is a
fit and proper person, officers have delegated authority to grant applications and issue licences
to applicants.

2.5.9

Authority is also delegated to officers to grant applications and issue licences to applicants who
have no more than 6 current penalty points on their DVLA driving licence.

2.5.10

Authority is also delegated to officers to grant licences and issue licences to applicants whose
DBS certificate reveals a single isolated conviction or caution that is more than five years older
than any relevant rehabilitation period set out in the Council’s guidelines on the assessment of
previous convictions shown at Annex A.
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2.5.11

For example, authority is delegated to officers to grant a licence where the applicant has an
isolated conviction or caution for an offence of violence against the person, or connected with
any offence of violence, once 15 years have elapsed since the completion of any sentence
imposed.
Referral to a Licensing Sub-Committee

2.5.12

An application cannot be determined by officers under delegated powers where:








An applicant has more than 6 points on their DVLA driving licence
An applicant’s DBS certificate reveals more than one previous conviction / caution
An applicant’s DBS certificate reveals an isolated conviction or caution that is less than
five years older than any relevant rehabilitation period set out in the Council’s guidelines
on the assessment of previous convictions shown at Annex A.
Information has been provided about an applicant under Common Law Police Disclosure
provisions
An applicant does not appear to meet the DVLA Group 2 Medical Standards
An applicant has previously had an application for a licence to drive hackney carriage or
private hire vehicles refused
An applicant has previously had a licence to drive hackney carriage or private hire
vehicles suspended or revoked

2.5.13

Where an application cannot be determined by officers under delegated powers, the applicant
may request that their application is determined by a Licensing Sub-Committee.

2.5.14

Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, each case will be considered on its merits and where
there is any doubt about whether an applicant is a fit and proper person, then the application will
be referred to a Licensing Sub-Committee for determination.
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2.6.0

DBS Update Service Checks

2.6.1

All those to whom the Council has issued a licence to drive hackney carriage or private hire
vehicles must subscribe and remain subscribed to the DBS Update Service. They must also give
their consent to the Council carrying out update checks on the status of their DBS certificate
throughout the period that they remain licensed.

2.6.2

The Council will then carry out regular checks in relation to those individuals to whom it has
issued a licence to drive hackney carriage or private hire vehicles, to ensure no new information
has come to light since the licence was issued.

2.6.3

Where a DBS Update Check reveals that new information in available, the licence holder will be
required to co-operate with the requesting of a new DBS certificate.

2.6.4

A licence holder who fails to remain subscribed to the DBS Update Service or fails to co-operate
with obtaining a new DBS certificate may be subject to a review to determine if they remain a fit
and proper person to hold a licence.
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2.7.0

Common Law Police Disclosure and Working with the Police

2.7.1

The DBS is not the only source of information that will be considered as part of a fit and proper
assessment for the licensing of hackney carriage and private hire vehicle drivers.

2.7.2

Common Law Police Disclosure (CLPD) ensures that where there is a public protection risk, the
police will pass information to the employer or regulatory body to allow them to act swiftly to
mitigate any danger.

2.7.3

The Council will maintain close links with the police to ensure effective and efficient information
sharing procedures and protocols are in place and are being used.

2.7.4

Any information provided to the Council under CLPD will be reviewed and will be considered
when determining whether an individual remains a fit and proper person to hold a licence.

2.7.5

The police are an invaluable source of intelligence when assessing whether a licensing applicant
is a ‘fit and proper’ person. It is vital that the Council has a partnership with the police service to
ensure that appropriate information is shared as quickly as possible. As part of building an
effective working relationship between the Council and the police, action taken by the Council as
a result of information received will be fed-back to the police.

2.7.6

To further aid the quality of information available to all parties that have a safeguarding duty,
where there is a revocation or refusal of a licence on public safety grounds, steps will be taken to
advise the Police of this.
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2.8.0

Referrals to the Disclosure and Barring Service and the Police

2.8.1

In some circumstances it may be appropriate under the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act
2006 for the Council to make referrals to the DBS. A decision to refuse or revoke a licence as the
individual is thought to present a risk of harm to a child or vulnerable adult, will be referred to the
DBS.

2.8.2

The Council will make a referral to the DBS when it is thought that:





2.8.3

an individual has harmed or poses a risk of harm to a child or vulnerable adult;
an individual has satisfied the ‘harm test’; or
received a caution or conviction for a relevant offence and;
the person they are referring is, has or might in future be working in regulated activity;

If the above conditions are satisfied, the DBS may consider it appropriate for the person to be
added to a barred list.
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2.9.0

Application Requirements – Applicants Renewing a Licence

2.9.1

An applicant seeking to renew a licence to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles
must:



2.9.2

Continue to benefit from the right to work in the United Kingdom (UK)
Be deemed by the Council to remain a “fit and proper person” to hold a licence

Before a licence to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles can be renewed, the
applicant must have submitted all of the following:





Completed application form
A valid DVLA licence check code
Application fee
A recent passport sized photograph of themselves

2.9.3

In addition, any person who has lived outside of the UK for a period of three or more continuous
months since their last licence was issued, must provide criminal records information or a
“Certificate of Good Character” from each country outside the UK in which they have lived.

2.9.4

In addition any person renewing their licence for the first time after they reach the age of 45, 50,
55 or 60, must provide a copy of the Council’s prescribed medical fitness certificate, which has
been completed by a registered medical practitioner with access to their medical records and
history.

2.9.5

Once a licence holder reaches 65 years of age they will be required to provide a copy of the
Council’s prescribed medical fitness certificate, which has been completed by a registered
medical practitioner with access to their medical records and history.

2.9.6

If an application to renew a licence to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles is
received more than 14 days after the previous licence has expired, the applicant will be treated
as if they were applying for a licence to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles for the
first occasion.

2.9.7

Licences to drive hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles will normally be issued for a
period of 3 years and will then expire. Licences of a shorter duration may be issued when the
licensing authority thinks it is appropriate in the specific circumstances of the case, or where
required (e.g. when the licence holder’s leave to remain in the UK is time-limited).
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2.10.0

Amending a licence to drive private hire vehicles so as to authorise the holder of the
licence to also drive hackney carriage vehicles

2.10.1

Where a person who holds a licence to drive private hire vehicles licensed by the Council also
wishes to be authorised to drive hackney carriage vehicles, they may apply to amend their
licence in the following way.

2.10.2

Before being able to amend their licence the holder must pass the Council’s topographical
knowledge test.

2.10.3

The licence holder must then submit:



2.10.4

The relevant application form
The relevant application fee

When amending a licence to authorise the holder to drive hackney carriage vehicles, the expiry
date of the licence will not be changed and the licence will still expire on the date that it would
have expired had the application not been made.
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2.11.0

Review of Licences Issued to Driver of Hackney Carriage and/or Private Hire Vehicles

2.11.1

As the Council cannot grant a licence to someone to permit them to drive hackney carriage
and/or private hire vehicles unless they are satisfied that that person is a fit and proper person to
hold such a licence, it therefore follows that they should not continue to licence a person if they
are no longer satisfied that they remain a fit and proper person.

2.11.2

Therefore where information comes to light that brings into question whether the holder of a
licence remains a fit and proper person, their licence may be referred to a Licensing SubCommittee for review.

2.11.3

Such information could include:










2.11.4

Information revealed by DBS certificates or DBS update checks carried out in relation to
the licence holder
Information revealed under Common Law Police Disclosure
Information revealed by checks undertaken on the licence holder’s DVLA driving licence
records
Information revealed on the medical fitness certificate
Information regarding immigration penalties paid by the licence holder
Information regarding the licence holder’s right to work in the United Kingdom
Information revealed during checks on NR3
Information regarding complaints received about a licence holder
Information received from the licence holder themselves

When conducting a review of a driver’s licence, the Licensing Sub-Committee will treat each case
on its merits and have regard to all of the evidence and information that they are provided and
will then reach a decision as to whether they believe the licence holder remains a fit and proper
person to hold a licence and which of the following steps (if any) needs to be taken:





Issue a warning to the licence holder
To require the licence holder to undertake additional training / assessments
To suspend the driver’s licence
To revoke the driver’s licence

Suspending or revoking a licence with immediate effect
2.11.5

In normal circumstances, any decision to suspend or revoke a licence to drive hackney carriage
and/or private hire vehicles will not take effect until after the period given for appealing against
the decision has elapsed or, if an appeal is lodged, until the appeal has been determined.

2.11.6

However, if it appears that the interests of public safety require the suspension or revocation of
the licence to have immediate effect, then notice of the reasons for this will be given to the driver
and the suspension or revocation will take effect when that notice is given to the driver.

2.11.7

Where a Licensing Sub-Committee has decided to suspend or revoke a driver’s licence, they will
also consider whether the interests of public safety require that suspension or revocation to have
immediate effect.
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Suspending a licence with immediate effect on medical grounds under delegated powers
2.11.8

If information is received that suggests that a driver is no longer medically fit to act as a driver or
a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle the Head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services, in
consultation with the Council’s Legal Department, will have the delegated authority to
immediately suspend a driver’s licence without referring the matter to a Licensing Sub-Committee
for consideration.

2.11.9

Any licence suspended under this section will remain suspended until the licence holder has
provided satisfactory evidence that they meet the DVLA’s “Group 2 Medical Standards” as set
out in the DVLA publication “Assessing fitness to drive – a guide for medical professionals.”

2.11.10 Once satisfactory evidence of this has been received, the Head of Worcestershire Regulatory
Services, in consultation with the Council’s Legal Department, will have the delegated authority
to lift the suspension without referring the matter to a Licensing Sub-Committee for consideration.
2.11.11 Where these delegated powers are used the Chair of the Council’s Licensing Committee will be
notified as soon as is reasonably practicable.
Revoking a licence with immediate effect under delegated powers
2.11.12 From time to time information may be received about a licence holder that is of such a serious
nature that action needs to be taken very quickly to ensure public safety.
2.11.13 These circumstances may arise where a licensed driver has been arrested or charged with a
serious offence. Serious offences can include but are not limited to:






Driving or being in charge of a vehicle whilst under the influence of drink or drugs
A drug related offence
An offence of a sexual nature
An offence involving violence
An offence involving dishonesty

2.11.14 A licence may also need to be revoked with immediate effect where information received raises
grave doubts as to the fitness of a driver, regardless of whether criminal charges are brought.
2.11.15 In such circumstances the Head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services, in consultation with the
Council’s Legal Department, will have the delegated authority to immediately revoke a driver’s
licence without referring the matter to a Licensing Sub-Committee for consideration.
2.11.16 Where these delegated powers are used the Chair of the Council’s Licensing Committee will be
notified as soon as is reasonably practicable.
Reinstatement of licences revoked with immediate effect under delegated powers
2.11.17 This section applies where a driver’s licence has been revoked with immediate effect under
powers delegated to the Head of Worcestershire Regulatory Services.
2.11.18 In exceptional circumstances, where further information comes to light that clearly indicates that
that the individual whose licence was revoked in fact remains a fit and proper person, the Head
of Worcestershire Regulatory Services, in consultation with the Council’s Legal Department, will
have the delegated authority to immediately reissue a licence of the type that was revoked to the
individual concerned without referring the matter to a Licensing Sub-Committee for consideration.
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2.11.19 Such exceptional circumstances could for example arise where it comes to light that the initial
serious information received did not in fact relate to the licence holder at all and there has been a
case of “mistaken identity.”
2.11.20 The licence holder will not be required to submit an application or meet any of the requirements
normally placed on other individuals applying for a licence for the first time.
2.11.21 Any licence reissued in accordance with this section will be issued with the same expiry date as
was shown on the licence that was revoked.
2.11.22 Where these delegated powers are used the Chair of the Council’s Licensing Committee will be
notified as soon as is reasonably practicable.
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2.12.0

Licence Conditions

2.12.1

All licences issued authorising a person to drive hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles
will be granted subject to the standard conditions shown at Annex B

2.12.2

In addition to these standard conditions, individually tailored conditions may be attached to
specific licences on a case by case basis where the circumstances justify this approach.
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3.0

3.1.0

Licences to Use a Vehicles as a Hackney Carriage or Private Hire Vehicle
Obtaining a licence to use a vehicle as a Hackney Carriage for the first occasion Application Requirements
General vehicle requirements

3.1.1

An applicant for a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage must ensure the vehicle is a
fully enclosed four wheel passenger vehicle with a M.1 or M.2 European Community Whole
Vehicle Type Approval (ECWVTA) or a UK Low Volume Approval, or an Individual Vehicle
Approval (IVA) and which meets the following criteria meets the following criteria:












manufactured from new as a right hand drive vehicle;
constructed or adapted to seat in comfort at least 4 passengers and not more than 8
passengers;
has sufficient doors of sufficient size to allow safe ingress and egress of passengers;
where only one passenger door is fitted, that door is on the near-side (kerbside) of the
vehicle;
has no side facing seats;
each provided seat has a minimum width of 407 mm per passenger measured at the
narrowest part of the seat and each passenger seat is fitted with a seat belt
each provided seat is accessible without the need to remove or fold, or tip up any other
seat
the boot or luggage compartment is of sufficient size to carry a reasonable amount of
luggage relative to the seating capacity;
the boot or luggage compartment is separated from the passenger compartment by a
suitable barrier
Vehicles that have been subject to conversion must have appropriate SVA / IVA type
approval from VOSA.
The rear passenger windows of the vehicle must not be fitted with “privacy glass.”

Vehicle inspection standards
3.1.2

The vehicle must meet the Council’s vehicle inspection standards which are set out at Annex C
of this policy.
Vehicle age requirements

3.1.3

Where the vehicle IS NOT capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in
their wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 10 years of age.

3.1.4

Where the vehicle IS capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 12 years of age.

3.1.5

The above dates will be calculated based on the date of first registration shown on the vehicle
registration certificate (VC5).
Vehicles written off for insurance purposes

3.1.6

The Council will not licence any vehicle to be used as a hackney carriage if it has been graded
as a Category A, Category B or Category C or Category S write-off for insurance purposes.
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Vehicles licensed by other local authorities
3.1.7

The Council will not issue a licence in respect of any vehicle that is already licensed another local
authority to be used as either a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.

Documentation required to be submitted
3.1.8

Before a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage can be issued, the applicant must have
submitted all of the following:







Completed application form
A current MOT certificate issued within the previous 30 days.
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for public hire
or in accordance with a hackney carriage licence.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle or other equivalent proof of ownership
The appropriate application fee
A basic criminal record disclosure certificate in respect of all relevant individuals.

3.1.9

“Relevant individuals” means any person named as a proprietor of the vehicle on the application
and in the case of an application made by a limited company, each director of that company.
The requirement to provide a basis criminal record disclosure certificate will be waived in respect
of any person licensed by the Council to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles.

3.1.10

The vehicle will be inspected by an authorised officer to ensure it meets both the required criteria
and the Council’s vehicle inspection standards.
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3.2.0

Obtaining a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle for the first occasion Application Requirements

General requirements
3.2.1

An applicant for a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle must ensure the vehicle is a
fully enclosed four wheel passenger vehicle with a M.1 or M.2 European Community Whole
Vehicle Type Approval (ECWVTA) or a UK Low Volume Approval, or an Individual Vehicle
Approval (IVA) and which meets the following criteria:










manufactured from new as a right hand drive vehicle;
constructed or adapted to seat in comfort at least 4 passengers and not more than 8
passengers;
has sufficient doors of sufficient size to allow safe ingress and egress of passengers;
where only one passenger door is fitted, that door is on the near-side (kerbside) of the
vehicle;
has no side facing seats;
each provided seat has a minimum width of 407 mm per passenger measured at the
narrowest part of the seat and each passenger seat is fitted with a seat belt
the boot or luggage compartment is of sufficient size to carry a reasonable amount of
luggage relative to the seating capacity;
the boot or luggage compartment is separated from the passenger compartment by a
suitable barrier
Vehicles that have been subject to conversion must have appropriate SVA / IVA type
approval from VOSA.

Vehicle inspection standards
3.2.2

The vehicle must meet the Council’s vehicle inspection standards which are set out at Annex C
of this policy.
Vehicle age requirements

3.2.3

Where the vehicle IS NOT capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in
their wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 10 years of age.

3.2.4

Where the vehicle IS capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 12 years of age.

3.2.5

The age of the vehicle will be calculated based on the date of first registration shown on the
vehicle registration certificate (VC5).
Vehicles written off for insurance purposes

3.2.6

The Council will not licence any vehicle to be used as a private hire vehicle if it has been graded
as a Category A, Category B or Category C or Category S write-off for insurance purposes.
Vehicles licensed by other local authorities

3.2.7

The Council will not issue a licence in respect of any vehicle that is already licensed another local
authority to be used as either a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.
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Documentation required to be submitted
3.2.8

Before a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle can be issued, the applicant must have
submitted all of the following:







Completed application form
A current MOT certificate issued within the previous 30 days.
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for private hire
hire or in accordance with a private hire licence.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle or other equivalent proof of ownership
The appropriate application fee
A basic criminal record disclosure certificate in respect of all relevant individuals.

3.2.9

“Relevant individuals” means any person named as a proprietor of the vehicle on the application
and in the case of an application made by a limited company, each director of that company.
The requirement to provide a basis criminal record disclosure certificate will be waived in respect
of any person licensed by the Council to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles.

3.2.10

The vehicle will be inspected by an authorised officer to ensure it meets both the required criteria
and the Council’s vehicle inspection standards.
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3.3.0

Renewing a licence to use a vehicle as a Hackney Carriage –
Application Requirements

3.3.1

An applicant seeking to renew a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage must ensure the
vehicle continues to meet the Council’s requirements set out at paragraph 3.1.1 of this policy.
The vehicle must also continue to meet the Council’s vehicle inspection standards shown at
Annex C of this policy.
Requirements as to the age of the vehicle upon renewal of licence

3.3.2

A licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage will not be renewed if the vehicle concerned
does not meet the following requirements at the time that the existing licence is due to expire:

3.3.3

Where the vehicle IS NOT capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in
their wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 10 years of age.

3.3.4

Where the vehicle IS capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 12 years of age.

3.3.5

The age of the vehicle will be calculated based on the date of first registration shown on the
vehicle registration certificate (VC5).
Vehicles written off for insurance purposes

3.3.6

The Council will not renew any licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage if the vehicle has
been graded as a Category A, Category B or Category C or Category S write-off for insurance
purposes.
Vehicles licensed by other local authorities

3.3.7

The Council will not issue a licence in respect of any vehicle that is already licensed another local
authority to be used as either a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.
Documentation to be submitted:

3.3.8

Before a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage can be renewed, the applicant must have
submitted all of the following:







Completed application form
A current MOT certificate
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for public hire
or in accordance with a hackney carriage licence.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle.
The appropriate application fee
A basic criminal record disclosure certificate in respect of all relevant individuals.

3.3.9

“Relevant individuals” means any person named as a proprietor of the vehicle on the application
and in the case of an application made by a limited company, each director of that company.
The requirement to provide a basis criminal record disclosure certificate will be waived in respect
of any person licensed by the Council to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles.

3.3.10

The vehicle will be inspected by an authorised officer to ensure it meets both the required criteria
and the Council’s vehicle inspection standards.
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3.3.11

If an application to renew a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage is received more than
14 days after the previous licence has expired, the application will be treated as if it were an
application to licence the vehicle to be used as a hackney carriage for the first occasion and will
have to meet the stated criteria for such vehicles.
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3.4.0

Renewing a licence to use a vehicle as a Private Hire Vehicle
Application Requirements

3.4.1

An applicant seeking to renew a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle must ensure
the vehicle continues to meet the Council’s requirements set out at paragraph 3.2.1 of this policy.
The vehicle must also continue to meet the Council’s vehicle inspection standards shown at
Annex C of this policy.
Requirements as to the age of the vehicle upon renewal of licence

3.4.2

A licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle will not be renewed if the vehicle concerned
does not meet the following requirements at the time that the existing licence is due to expire:

3.4.3

Where the vehicle IS NOT capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in
their wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 10 years of age.

3.4.4

Where the vehicle IS capable of carrying a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, the vehicle must be under 12 years of age.

3.4.5

Where the vehicle IS capable of carrying two or more wheelchair users at the same time whilst
they each remain seated in their wheelchair there is no upper age limit.

3.4.6

The above dates will be calculated based on the date of first registration shown on the vehicle
registration certificate (VC5).
Vehicles written off for insurance purposes

3.4.7

The Council will not renew any licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle if the vehicle has
been graded as a Category A, Category B or Category C or Category S write-off for insurance
purposes.
Vehicles licensed by other local authorities

3.4.8

The Council will not issue a licence in respect of any vehicle that is already licensed another local
authority to be used as either a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.
Documentation to be submitted:

3.4.9

Before a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle can be renewed, the applicant must
have submitted all of the following:








Completed application form
A current MOT certificate issued within the previous 30 days.
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for private hire
or in accordance with a private hire licence.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle.
A certificate from the Council’s appointed testing station for hackney carriage and private
hire vehicles confirming the vehicle remains fit for use.
The appropriate application fee
A basic criminal record disclosure certificate in respect of all relevant individuals.
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3.4.10

“Relevant individuals” means any person named as a proprietor of the vehicle on the application
and in the case of an application made by a limited company, each director of that company.
The requirement to provide a basis criminal record disclosure certificate will be waived in respect
of any person licensed by the Council to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles.

3.4.11

The vehicle will be inspected by an authorised officer to ensure it meets both the required criteria
and the Council’s vehicle inspection standards.

3.4.12

If an application to renew a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle is received more
than 14 days after the previous licence has expired, the application will be treated as if it were an
application to licence the vehicle to be used as a private hire vehicle for the first occasion and will
have to meet the stated criteria for such vehicles.
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3.5.0

Obtaining a licence to use a vehicle as a Hackney Carriage on a temporary basis
Application Requirements

3.5.1

This section applies where an application is being made to licence a vehicle for a short period of
time as a temporary replacement for a vehicle that is licensed to be used as a hackney carriage
but that needs to be replaced for a short period of time as it has become temporarily unfit for use
– for example due to accident damage.
Vehicle criteria

3.5.2

An applicant for a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage on a temporary basis must
ensure the vehicle meets the criteria set out in paragraphs 3.1.1 to 3.1.4 of this policy and must
also meet the Council’s vehicle inspection standards shown at Annex C of this policy.

3.5.3

Where the vehicle that is being temporarily replaced is a vehicle that is capable of carrying a
wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their wheelchair, the temporary replacement vehicle
must also be capable of doing so.
Accident reporting

3.5.4

If the vehicle being temporarily replaced has been involved in an accident, the proprietor of that
vehicle must have reported that accident to the Council in writing before an application for a
temporary replacement vehicle can be accepted.
Vehicles written off for insurance purposes

3.5.5

The Council will not licence any vehicle to be used as a hackney carriage if it has been graded
as a Category A, Category B or Category C or Category S write-off.
Vehicles licensed by other local authorities

3.5.6

The Council will not issue a licence in respect of any vehicle that is already licensed another local
authority to be used as either a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.
Documentation to be submitted:

3.5.7

Before a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage can be issued, the applicant must have
submitted all of the following:






3.5.8

Completed application form
A current MOT certificate issued within the previous 30 days.
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for public hire
or in accordance with a hackney carriage licence.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle or other equivalent proof of ownership
The appropriate application fee

The vehicle will be inspected by an authorised officer to ensure it meets both the required criteria
and the Council’s vehicle inspection standards.
Duration of licence

3.5.9

A licence issued in accordance with this section will be issued for a period of no more than four
months and will then expire.
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3.6.0

Obtaining a licence to use a vehicle as a Private Hire Vehicle on a temporary basis
Application Requirements

3.6.1

This section applies where an application is being made to licence a vehicle for a short period of
time as a temporary replacement for a vehicle that is licensed to be used as a private hire vehicle
but that needs to be replaced for a short period of time as it has become temporarily unfit for use
– for example due to accident damage.
Vehicle criteria

3.6.2

An applicant for a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle on a temporary basis must
ensure the vehicle meets the criteria set out in paragraphs 3.2.1 to 3.2.4 above and the vehicle
must also meet the Council’s vehicle inspection standards shown at Annex C of this policy.

3.6.3

Where the vehicle that is being temporarily replaced is a vehicle that is capable of carrying a
wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their wheelchair, the temporary replacement vehicle
must also be capable of doing so.
Accident reporting

3.6.4

If the vehicle being temporarily replaced has been involved in an accident, the proprietor of that
vehicle must have reported that accident to the Council in writing before an application for a
temporary replacement vehicle can be accepted.
Vehicles written off for insurance purposes

3.6.5

The Council will not licence any vehicle to be used as a hackney carriage if it has been graded
as a Category A, Category B or Category C or Category S write-off.
Vehicles licensed by other local authorities

3.6.6

The Council will not issue a licence in respect of any vehicle that is already licensed another local
authority to be used as either a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.
Documentation to be submitted:

3.6.7

Before a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle can be issued, the applicant must have
submitted all of the following:






3.6.8

Completed application form
A current MOT certificate issued within the previous 30 days.
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for private hire
or in accordance with a private hire licence.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle or other equivalent proof of ownership
The appropriate application fee

The vehicle will be inspected by an authorised officer to ensure it meets both the required criteria
and the Council’s vehicle inspection standards.
Duration of licence

3.6.9

A licence issued in accordance with this section will be issued for a period of no more than four
months and will then expire.
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3.7.0

Transferring a licence to use a vehicle as a Hackney Carriage (Change of Proprietor)
Application Requirements
Documentation to be submitted:

3.7.1

An applicant for the transfer of a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage must submit:







Completed application form
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for public hire
or in accordance with a hackney carriage licence.
Written confirmation from the existing licence holder that they have sold the vehicle
concerned to the applicant for the transfer.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle or other equivalent proof of ownership
The appropriate application fee
A basic criminal record disclosure certificate in respect of all relevant individuals.

3.7.2

“Relevant individuals” means any person named as a proprietor of the vehicle on the application
and in the case of an application made by a limited company, each director of that company.
The requirement to provide a basis criminal record disclosure certificate will be waived in respect
of any person licensed by the Council to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles.

3.7.3

Where a licence is transferred to a new proprietor, the licence will expire on the same date as it
would have if the licence had not been transferred.
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3.8.0

Transferring a licence to use a vehicle as a Private Hire Vehicle (Change of Proprietor)
Application Requirements
Documentation to be submitted:

3.8.1

An applicant for the transfer of a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle must submit:







Completed application form
Valid insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and reward for private hire
or in accordance with a private hire licence.
Written confirmation from the existing licence holder that they have sold the vehicle
concerned to the applicant for the transfer.
The V5C certificate for the vehicle or other equivalent proof of ownership
The appropriate application fee
A basic criminal record disclosure certificate in respect of all relevant individuals.

3.8.2

“Relevant individuals” means any person named as a proprietor of the vehicle on the application
and in the case of an application made by a limited company, each director of that company.
The requirement to provide a basis criminal record disclosure certificate will be waived in respect
of any person licensed by the Council to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles.

3.8.3

Where a licence is transferred to a new proprietor, the licence will expire on the same date as it
would have if the licence had not been transferred.
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3.9.0

Changing the vehicle that you are licensed to use as a hackney carriage

3.9.1

If a person who holds a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage wishes to change the
vehicle that they are licensed to use for this purpose, they must submit an application in
accordance with the requirements for submitting an application to licence a vehicle as a hackney
carriage for the first occasion.
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3.10.0

Changing the vehicle that you are licensed to use as a private hire vehicle

3.10.1

If a person who holds a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle wishes to change the
vehicle that they are licensed to use for this purpose, they must submit an application in
accordance with the requirements for submitting an application to licence a vehicle as a private
hire vehicle for the first occasion.
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3.11.0

Consideration of applications to licence vehicles that do not meet the required criteria

3.11.1

This section applies where an application is received for the grant or renewal of a licence to use
a vehicle as a hackney carriage or a private hire vehicle and the vehicle concerned does not
meet the required criteria detailed in this policy.

3.11.2

The application will be determined at a hearing of the Council’s Licensing Sub-Committee.

3.11.3

In determining the application, the starting point will be that the application should be refused
unless the vehicle is of such an exceptional standard as to justify a departure from this policy.

3.11.4

In considering whether the vehicle is of an exceptional standard, regard will be had to:








The age of the vehicle
The mileage of the vehicle
The make, model and specifications of the vehicle
The emissions standards met by the vehicle
The MOT and service history of the vehicle
The interior and exterior condition of the vehicle
Whether the vehicle has any exceptional features or performs or is designed for any
specific function or use that the majority of other vehicles cannot perform.

3.11.5

The financial and other personal circumstances of the applicant for the grant or renewal of a
licence will not be taken into account when reaching a decision.

3.11.6

The primary and overriding consideration will be whether the vehicle is safe and fit for use.
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3.12.0

The Fit and Proper Person Test – Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Proprietors

3.12.1

As well as the suitability of the vehicle, in determining whether to grant a licence to use a vehicle
as a hackney carriage / private hire vehicle, those making the decision on behalf of the Council
will consider whether the applicant is a fit and proper person to be issued such a licence.

3.12.2

A person who has already been deemed fit and proper by the Council to hold a licence to drive
hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles will automatically be considered a fit and proper
person to hold a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage / private hire vehicle.

3.12.3

In considering whether an applicant or licence holder is fit and proper, those making the decision
on behalf of the Council will ask themselves the following question:

3.12.4

“Would I be comfortable allowing this person to have control of a licensed vehicle that can travel
anywhere, at any time of the day or night without arousing suspicion, and be satisfied that they
would not allow it to be used for criminal or other unacceptable purposes, and be confident that
they would maintain it to an acceptable standard throughout the period of the licence?”

3.12.5

If, on the balance of probabilities, the answer to the question is ‘no’, the individual should not hold
a licence. An applicant or licence holder will not be given “the benefit of the doubt”. If those
making the decision are only “50/50” as to whether the applicant or licence holder is fit and
proper, they will not be licensed.

3.12.6

When considering this those making the decision on behalf of the Council will consider:






whether an applicant has met the Council’s application requirements
Any information revealed by basic disclosure relating to the applicant
Any information revealed under Common Law Police Disclosure provisions
Any information revealed during checks on NR3
Any information regarding complaints received about an applicant or licence holder

3.12.7

In considering the information above, those making a decision on behalf of the Council will have
regard to Council’s guidelines on the assessment of previous convictions which are shown at
Annex A.

3.12.8

The financial and other personal circumstances of the applicant or licence holder will not be
taken into account when reaching a decision.

3.12.9

In the case of an application from a company, the Council will apply the “fit and proper person”
test to all directors of that company.

3.12.10 In the case of an application from a number of joint proprietors, the Council will apply the “fit and
proper person” test to each proprietor identified in the application for the licence.
Delegated Decisions
3.12.11 Where the applicant has met the Council’s application requirements and no information has been
revealed by any of the checks set out above that brings into question whether the applicant is a
fit and proper person, officers have delegated authority to grant applications and issue licences
to applicants.
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3.12.12 Authority is also delegated to officers to grant licences and issue licences to applicants whose
DBS certificate reveals a single isolated conviction or caution that is more than five years older
than any relevant rehabilitation period set out in the Council’s guidelines on the assessment of
previous convictions shown at Annex A.
3.12.13 For example, authority is delegated to officers to grant a licence where the applicant has an
isolated conviction or caution for an offence of violence against the person, or connected with
any offence of violence, once 15 years have elapsed since the completion of any sentence
imposed.
Referral to Licensing Sub-Committee
3.12.14 An application cannot be dealt with by officers under delegated powers where:






An applicant’s basic disclosure certificate reveals more than one previous conviction or
caution
An applicant’s basic disclosure certificate reveals an isolated conviction or caution that is
less than five years older than any relevant rehabilitation period set out in the Council’s
guidelines on the assessment of previous convictions shown at Annex A.
Information has been provided about an applicant under Common Law Police Disclosure
provisions
An applicant has previously had an application for a licence to drive hackney carriage or
private hire vehicles refused
An applicant has previously had a licence to drive hackney carriage or private hire
vehicles suspended or revoked

3.12.15 Where an application cannot be determined by officers under delegated powers, the applicant
may request that their application is determined by a Licensing Sub-Committee.
3.12.16 Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, each case will be considered on its merits and where
there is any doubt about whether an applicant is a fit and proper person, then the application will
be referred to a Licensing Sub-Committee for determination.
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3.13.0

Licence Conditions

3.13.1

All licences issued authorising a person to us a vehicle as a hackney carriage will be granted
subject to the standard conditions shown at Annex D.

3.13.2

All licences issued authorising a person to us a vehicle as a private hire vehicle will be granted
subject to the standard conditions shown at Annex E.

3.13.3

In addition to these standard conditions, individually tailored conditions may be attached to
specific licences on a case by case basis where the circumstances justify this approach.
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3.14.0

CCTV cameras in hackney carriage and private hire vehicles

3.14.1

The Council recognises that CCTV systems can act as an additional safeguard, providing
protection, confidence and reassurance to the public when they are travelling in a hackney
carriage or private hire vehicle as well as to drivers, who can also be victims of violence and
abuse.

3.14.2

The Council therefore will allow the proprietor of any vehicle that it has authorised to be used as
a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle to install CCTV cameras in their vehicle subject to the
following requirements:


No installation of a CCTV system shall take place within a licensed vehicle unless the
proprietor of the vehicle has notified the Council in advance.



All CCTV systems which are installed into licensed vehicles must be compliant with the
requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018. The system must also be compliant with
the Information Commissioner’s requirements in respect of registering the system and the
capturing, storing, retaining and using any recorded images.
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3.15.0

Inspection of hackney carriage and private hire vehicles

3.15.1

In order to ensure the safety of the public, the Council will do all it can to ensure that the vehicles
it licences to be used as hackney carriages or private hire vehicles are safe and fit for use.
Programmed Inspections of Licensed Vehicles

3.15.2

A licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle will not be granted or
renewed unless the relevant vehicle has been issued with an MOT certificate within the previous
30 days and the vehicle has been inspected by an authorised officer and found to be suitable
and fit for use in accordance with the Council’s criteria for licensing vehicles for the relevant use.

3.15.3

Additionally, where a vehicle is more than seven years of age on the date the licence was issued,
it must be presented for further inspection by an authorised officer within a four week period
beginning on the date six months after the licence issue date. During this inspection the
proprietor must also produce a further MOT certificate in respect of the vehicle issued with within
the previous 30 days
Other inspections of Licensed Vehicles

3.15.4

As well as these programmed inspections of licensed vehicles, the Council has the power at all
reasonable times to inspect and test any hackney carriage or private hire vehicle it has licensed
to ascertain its fitness for use.

3.15.5

Therefore from time to time, the proprietor or driver of a licensed vehicle may be directed to
present their vehicle for inspection. Failure to present the vehicle for inspection as directed may
lead to formal action being taken against the relevant proprietor or driver.
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3.16.0

Powers to suspend and revoke vehicle licences
Suspension of a licence on grounds of vehicle condition

3.16.1

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 provides authorised officers of the
Council with two mechanisms for suspending the licence of a vehicle that is found to be unfit for
use.

3.16.2

Section 68 of the Act provides a power to suspend the licence with immediate effect until such
time as an authorised officer is satisfied the vehicle is fit for use again.

3.16.3

Section 60 of the Act provides a further power to suspend a licence for a vehicle, on any of the
following grounds:—
(a)

that the hackney carriage or private hire vehicle is unfit for use as a hackney
carriage or private hire vehicle;

(b)

any offence under, or non-compliance with, the provisions of the Act of 1847 or of
this Part of this Act by the operator or driver; or

(c)

any other reasonable cause.

3.16.4

However, a decision to suspend a licence under section 60 does not take effect until after the
period given for appealing against the decision has elapsed or, if an appeal is lodged, until the
appeal has been determined by the relevant court.

3.16.5

Therefore, in order to ensure the safety of the travelling public, any suspension of a licence that
needs to be undertaken due to the relevant vehicle being unfit for use, will normally be
undertaken using the powers afforded by section 68.
Revocation of a licence on grounds of vehicle condition

3.16.6

If a licence is suspended in accordance with section 68 of the Act and the vehicle is not deemed
to be fit for use again within a period of two months, the Act states that the licence is deemed to
have been revoked.

3.16.7

Section 60 of the Act provides a further power to revoke a licence for a vehicle, on any of the
following grounds:—

3.16.8

(a)

that the hackney carriage or private hire vehicle is unfit for use as a hackney
carriage or private hire vehicle;

(b)

any offence under, or non-compliance with, the provisions of the Act of 1847 or of
this Part of this Act by the operator or driver; or

(c)

any other reasonable cause.

The Council revoke any licence issued authorising a vehicle to be used as a hackney carriage or
private hire vehicle it that vehicle is graded as a Category A, Category B or Category C or
Category S write-off.
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Applying for a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle after a
licence has been deemed to be revoked in accordance with section 68
3.16.9

This section applies where a licence to use a vehicle has been deemed to have been revoked by
virtue of section 68 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

3.16.10 The proprietor may apply for a licence to use the same vehicle for the same purpose as it was
previously licensed. The proprietor must provide all the relevant documents required when
applying to licence a vehicle as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle for the first occasion
and the vehicle must meet the relevant criteria with the exception of having to be vehicle of a
particular categorisation or age.
3.16.11 An application made in reliance on this section of the policy must be made within a period of 2
months from the date that the licence was deemed to have been revoked.
Suspension and revocation of a licence on grounds of licence holder suitability
3.16.12 Where information comes to light that brings into question whether the holder of a licence
remains a fit and proper person, their licence may be referred to a Licensing Sub-Committee for
review.
3.16.13 Such information could include:








Information revealed by DBS certificates or DBS update checks carried out in relation to
the licence holder
Information revealed under Common Law Police Disclosure
Information revealed by checks undertaken on the licence holder’s DVLA driving licence
records
Information regarding immigration penalties paid by the licence holder
Information revealed during checks on NR3
Information regarding complaints received about a licence holder
Information received from the licence holder themselves

3.16.14 When conducting a review of a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage or private hire
vehicle, the Licensing Sub-Committee will treat each case on its merits and have regard to all of
the evidence and information that they are provided and will then reach a decision as to whether
they believe the licence holder remains a fit and proper person to hold a licence and which of the
following steps (if any) needs to be taken:





Issue a warning to the licence holder
To require the licence holder to undertake additional training / assessments
To suspend the licence
To revoke the licence

3.16.15 Any decision to suspend or revoke a licence under section 60 does not take effect until after the
period given for appealing against the decision has elapsed or, if an appeal is lodged, until the
appeal has been determined by the relevant court.
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3.17.0

Position on Maintenance of a List of Designated Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles

3.17.1

Sections 165 – 167 of the Equality Act 2010 came into force in April 2017. The legislation places
obligations on the drivers of designated wheelchair accessible vehicles to:




transport wheelchair users in their wheelchair
provide passengers in wheelchairs with appropriate assistance
charge wheelchair users the same as non-wheelchair users

3.17.2

Drivers found to be discriminating against wheelchair can be fined up to £1,000. Drivers may
also face having their taxi or private hire vehicle licence suspended or revoked by their licensing
authority. Drivers unable to provide assistance for medical reasons are able to apply to the
Council for an exemption from the requirements.

3.17.3

The new powers only apply in those areas where the licensing authority has decided to maintain
a list of designated vehicles under section 167 of the Equality Act 2010, and where the driver is
driving a vehicle included on the list of designated vehicles maintained by the licensing authority.

3.17.4

Wychavon District Council has adopted a position statement on sections 165 – 167 of the
Equality Act 2010, which can be seen at Annex F.
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3.18.0

Exempting Proprietor’s from Displaying External Licence Plate on a Private Hire Vehicle

3.18.1

The Council has adopted a policy on the very limited circumstances where it will provide an
exemption to the proprietor of a private hire vehicle from the requirement to display an external
licence plate on the vehicle. This policy can be seen at Annex G.
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4.0

Licences to Operate Private Hire Vehicles

4.1.0

Application Requirements – New Applicants

4.1.1

An applicant for a licence to operate private hire vehicles must:




4.1.2

Have the right to work in the United Kingdom (UK)
Be over the age of 18.
Be deemed by the Council to be a “fit and proper person” to hold a licence

Before a licence to operate private hire vehicles can be issued, the applicant must have
submitted all of the following:





Completed application form
An basic Criminal Record Check Certificate issued by the Disclosure and Barring Service
(DBS).
Proof of their right to work in the United Kingdom
Application fee

4.1.3

Any person who has lived outside of the UK for a period of three or more continuous months
after they reached the age of 18 must provide criminal records information or a “Certificate of
Good Character” from each country outside the UK in which they have lived.

4.1.4

Where the applicant for the licence is a company, the requirement to provide a Basic Criminal
Record Check Certificate, “Certificates of Good Conduct” (where applicable) and proof of right to
work in the United Kingdom, will apply to all directors of that company.

4.1.5

The requirement to provide a basic Criminal Record Check Certificate and “Certificates of Good
Character” will be waived in respect of any person licensed by Wychavon District Council to drive
hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles.

4.1.6

Licences to operate private hire vehicles will normally be issued for a period of 5 years and will
then expire. Licences of a shorter duration may be issued when the licensing authority thinks it is
appropriate in the specific circumstances of the case, or where required (e.g. when the licence
holder’s leave to remain in the UK is time-limited).
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4.2.0

Application Requirements – Renewal Applications

4.2.1

An applicant to renew a licence to operate private hire vehicles must:



4.2.2

Continue to have the right to work in the United Kingdom (UK)
Continue to be considered by the Council as being a “fit and proper person” to hold a
licence

Before a licence to operate private hire vehicles can be renewed, the applicant must have
submitted all of the following:





Completed application form
A basic Criminal Record Check Certificate issued by the Disclosure and Barring Service
(DBS).
Proof of their right to work in the United Kingdom
Application fee

4.2.3

Any person who has lived outside of the UK for a period of three or more continuous months
after they reached the age of 18 must provide criminal records information or a “Certificate of
Good Character” from each country outside the UK in which they have lived.

4.2.4

Where the applicant for the licence is a company, the requirement to provide a Basic Criminal
Record Check Certificate, “Certificates of Good Conduct” (where applicable) and proof of right to
work in the United Kingdom, will apply to all directors of that company.

4.2.5

The requirement to provide a basic Criminal Record Check Certificate and “Certificates of Good
Character” will be waived in respect of any person licensed by Wychavon District Council to drive
hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles.

4.2.6

Licences to operate private hire vehicles will normally be issued for a period of 5 years and will
then expire. Licences of a shorter duration may be issued when the licensing authority thinks it is
appropriate in the specific circumstances of the case, or where required (e.g. when the licence
holder’s leave to remain in the UK is time-limited).
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4.3.0

The Fit and Proper Person Test – Private Hire Operators

4.3.1

In determining whether to grant a licence to operate private hire vehicles, those making the
decision on behalf of the Council will consider whether the applicant is a fit and proper person to
be issued such a licence.

4.3.2

A person who has already been deemed fit and proper by the Council to hold a licence to drive
hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles will automatically be considered a fit and proper
person to hold a licence to operate private hire vehicles.

4.3.3

In considering whether an applicant or licence holder is fit and proper, those making the decision
on behalf of the Council will ask themselves the following question:

4.3.4

“Would I be comfortable providing sensitive information such as holiday plans, movements of my
family or other information to this person, and feel safe in the knowledge that such information
will not be used or passed on for criminal or other unacceptable purposes? Would I also be
confident that this person would operate a professional and reliable service, at a time it is
needed, and take reasonable steps to safeguard both passengers and the ability of the local
licensing authority to protect the public if required?”

4.3.5

If, on the balance of probabilities, the answer to the question is ‘no’, the individual should not hold
a licence. An applicant or licence holder will not be given “the benefit of the doubt”. If those
making the decision are only “50/50” as to whether the applicant or licence holder is fit and
proper, they will not be licensed.

4.3.6

When considering this those making the decision on behalf of the Council will consider:






whether an applicant has met the Council’s application requirements
Any information revealed by basic disclosure relating to the applicant
Any information revealed under Common Law Police Disclosure provisions
Any information revealed during checks on NR3
Any information regarding complaints received about an applicant or licence holder

4.3.7

In considering the information above, those making a decision on behalf of the Council will have
regard to Council’s guidelines on the assessment of previous convictions which are shown at
Annex A.

4.3.8

The financial and other personal circumstances of the applicant or licence holder will not be
taken into account when reaching a decision.

4.3.9

In the case of an application from a company, the Council will apply the “fit and proper person”
test to all directors of that company.
Delegated Decisions

4.3.10

Where the applicant has met the Council’s application requirements and no information has been
revealed by any of the checks set out above that brings into question whether the applicant is a
fit and proper person, officers have delegated authority to grant applications and issue licences
to applicants.
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4.3.11

Authority is also delegated to officers to grant licences and issue licences to applicants whose
DBS certificate reveals a single isolated conviction or caution that is more than five years older
than any relevant rehabilitation period set out in the Council’s guidelines on the assessment of
previous convictions shown at Annex A.

4.3.12

For example, authority is delegated to officers to grant a licence where the applicant has an
isolated conviction or caution for an offence of violence against the person, or connected with
any offence of violence, once 15 years have elapsed since the completion of any sentence
imposed.
Referral to Licensing Sub-Committee

4.3.13

An application cannot be dealt with by officers under delegated powers where:







An applicant’s basic disclosure certificate reveals more than one previous conviction or
caution
An applicant’s basic disclosure certificate reveals an isolated conviction or caution that is
less than five years older than any relevant rehabilitation period set out in the Council’s
guidelines on the assessment of previous convictions.
Information has been provided about an applicant under Common Law Police Disclosure
provisions
An applicant has previously had an application for a licence to drive hackney carriage or
private hire vehicles refused
An applicant has previously had a licence to drive hackney carriage or private hire
vehicles suspended or revoked

4.3.14

Where an application cannot be determined by officers under delegated powers, the applicant
may request that their application is determined by a Licensing Sub-Committee.

4.3.15

Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, each case will be considered on its merits and where
there is any doubt about whether an applicant is a fit and proper person, then the application will
be referred to a Licensing Sub-Committee for determination.
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4.4.0

Licence Conditions

4.4.1

All licences issued authorising a person to operate private hire vehicles will be granted subject to
the standard conditions shown at Annex H.

4.4.2

In addition to these standard conditions, individually tailored conditions may be attached to
specific licences on a case by case basis where the circumstances justify this approach.
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4.5.0

Review of Licences Issued to Operators of Private Hire Vehicles

4.5.1

As the Council cannot grant a licence to someone to permit them to operate private hire vehicles
unless they are satisfied that that person is a fit and proper person to hold such a licence, it
therefore follows that they should not continue to licence a person if they are no longer satisfied
that they remain a fit and proper person.

4.5.2

Therefore where information comes to light that brings into question whether the holder of a
licence remains a fit and proper person, their licence may be referred to a Licensing SubCommittee for review.

4.5.3

Such information could include:








4.5.4

When conducting a review of an operator’s licence, the Licensing Sub-Committee will treat each
case on its merits and have regard to all of the evidence and information that they are provided
and will then reach a decision as to whether they believe the licence holder remains a fit and
proper person to hold a licence and which of the following steps (if any) needs to be taken:





4.5.5

Information revealed by DBS certificates or DBS update checks carried out in relation to
the licence holder
Information revealed under Common Law Police Disclosure
Information regarding immigration penalties paid by the licence holder
Information regarding the licence holder’s right to work in the United Kingdom
Information revealed during checks on NR3
Information regarding complaints received about a licence holder
Information received from the licence holder themselves

Issue a warning to the licence holder
To require the licence holder to undertake additional training / assessments
To suspend the driver’s licence
To revoke the driver’s licence

Any decision to suspend or revoke a licence to operate private hire vehicles will not take effect
until after the period given for appealing against the decision has elapsed or, if an appeal is
lodged, until the appeal has been determined.
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5.0

General

5.1.0

Complaints against licence holders

5.1.1

Complaints about drivers and operators provide a source of intelligence when considering the
renewal of a licence or to identify problems during the period of the licence. Patterns of behaviour
such as complaints against drivers, even when they do not result in further action in response to
an individual compliant, may be indicative of characteristics that raise doubts over the suitability
to hold a licence.

5.1.2

Therefore the Council will maintain a robust system for recording complaints, including analysing
trends across all licensees as well as complaints against individual licensees.

5.1.3

Guidance for passengers and other members of the public on making complaints about licence
holders will be provided on the Council’s website. Ways of making complaints will also be
provided on the internal licence plate that must be displayed in all licensed vehicles.

5.1.4

Licensees with a high number of complaints made against them will be contacted by licensing
officers and concerns will be raised with the driver and operator (if appropriate). Further action in
terms of the licence holder will be determined by licensing officers, which could include no further
action, warnings, the offer of training, a formal review of the licence, or formal enforcement
action.
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5.2.0

Duties on licence holders in relation to assistance dogs

5.2.1

Part 12 of the Equality Act 2010 imposes duties on the drivers of hackney carriage vehicles that
have been hired:



5.2.2

The driver of the hackney carriage must:



5.2.3

by or for a disabled person who is accompanied by an assistance dog, or
by another person who wishes to be accompanied by a disabled person with an
assistance dog.

carry the disabled person's dog and allow it to remain with that person;
not make any additional charge for doing so.

In respect of private hire vehicles, part 12 of the Equality Act 2010 provides that the operator of a
private hire vehicle commits an offence by failing or refusing to accept a booking for the vehicle:



if the booking is requested by or on behalf of a disabled person or a person who wishes to
be accompanied by a disabled person, and
the reason for the failure or refusal is that the disabled person will be accompanied by an
assistance dog.

5.2.4

The operator also commits an offence if they make an additional charge for carrying an
assistance dog which is accompanying a disabled person.

5.2.5

The driver of a private hire vehicle commits an offence by failing or refusing to carry out a
booking accepted by the operator:



if the booking is made by or on behalf of a disabled person or a person who wishes to be
accompanied by a disabled person, and
the reason for the failure or refusal is that the disabled person is accompanied by an
assistance dog.

5.2.6

Wychavon District Council places particular importance on the need for those that they licence to
comply with these duties. Where complaints are received regarding non-compliance with the
requirements, they will be investigated thoroughly and formal action will be taken wherever
possible.

5.2.7

If a licence holder commits an offence under Part 12 of the Equality Act 2010 in relation to the
carriage of assistance dogs, serious consideration will be given to whether the licence holder
remains a fit and proper person to hold a licence.

5.2.8

Part 12 of the Equality Act 2010 does provide the Council with authority to grant certificates to
drivers exempting them from their duties in relation to the carrying of assistance dogs on medical
grounds. The Council’s policy on how they will deal with requests for exemption certificates is set
out at Annex I.
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5.3.0

Duration of Licences Issued
Licences to drive hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles

5.3.1

Licences to drive hackney carriage and / or private hire vehicles will normally be issued for a
period of 3 years and will then expire. Licences of a shorter duration may be issued when the
licensing authority thinks it is appropriate in the specific circumstances of the case, or where
required (e.g. when the licence holder’s leave to remain in the UK is time-limited). Licences will
not be issued on a “probationary” basis.
Licences to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle

5.3.2

Licences to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle will normally be issued for
a period of 1 year and will then expire.

5.3.3

A licence issued in respect of a vehicle being used as a temporary replacement for a vehicle that
is licensed to be used as a hackney carriage but that needs to be replaced for a short period of
time as it has become temporarily unfit for use, for example due to accident damage, will be
issued for a period of no more than four months and will then expire.
Operator Licences

5.3.4

Licences to operate private hire vehicles will normally be issued for a period of 5 years and will
then expire. Licences of a shorter duration may be issued when the licensing authority thinks it is
appropriate in the specific circumstances of the case, or where required (e.g. when the licence
holder’s leave to remain in the UK is time-limited). Licences will not be issued on a
“probationary” basis.
Licence holders whose leave to remain in the UK is time-limited

5.3.5

5.3.6

This section applies where the Council has to issue a licence of a shorter duration to those above
as the licence holder’s leave to remain in the UK is time-limited. When the licence holder
provides evidence that their leave to remain has been extended or made permanent, the Council
will extend their licence period so that the licence expires on whichever of the following dates is
the earliest:


The date the licence would have expired if the licence holder’s leave to remain was not
time-limited at the time of their application



The expiry of the licence holder’s extended leave to remain in the UK

Licence holder’s whose licences are extended in accordance with this section will not be charged
any fee in order to have their licence extended.
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5.4.0

Surrender of Licences

5.4.1

The holder of a licence to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles, use a vehicle as a
hackney carriage or private hire vehicle or operate private hire vehicles may at any time
surrender the licence to the Council by giving notice in writing and returning their licence and any
associated licence plates or ID badges they have been issued.
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5.5.0

Refund of Fees Paid When a Licence is Surrendered

5.5.1

Where a licence holder surrenders a licence that they have been issued, refunds may be given
on request, of the fee paid when applying for that licence in accordance with the following
formulas.
Licences of 1 year duration

5.5.2

1/12 of the fee paid may be refunded for every FULL month remaining of the licence period at the
time when the licence is surrendered. The maximum amount that will be refunded is 9/12 (75%)
of the licence fee paid.
Licences of 3 year duration

5.5.3

1/36 of the fee paid may be refunded for every FULL month remaining of the licence period at the
time when the licence is surrendered. The maximum amount that will be refunded is 27/36 (75%)
of the licence fee paid.
Licences of 5 year duration

5.5.4

1/60 of the fee paid may be refunded for every FULL month remaining of the licence period at the
time when the licence is surrendered. The maximum amount that will be refunded is 45/60 (75%)
of the licence fee paid.

5.5.5

Any fees paid in respect of DBS Checks, vehicle inspections, training and assessment
requirements etc. are non-refundable.
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Annex E

Standard conditions attached to a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle
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Equality Act 2010 – Position Statement on Sections 165 – 167

Annex G

Plate exemption policy for licensed private hire vehicles
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Standard conditions attached to a licence to operate private hire vehicles

Annex I

Granting of certificates exempting drivers from the duties in respect of carrying assistance dogs
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Annex
A

Guidelines on the Assessment of Previous Convictions
General approach

A.1

The Council will always consider each case on its own merits and will ensure applicants / licence
holders have a fair and impartial consideration of their application.
Cautions

A.2

Cautions are given to anyone aged 10 or over for minor criminal offences. You have to admit an
offence and agree to be cautioned. Whilst a caution is not a criminal conviction, it can be used
as evidence of bad character. Therefore for the purpose of these guidelines, references to
convictions will also be taken to include cautions accepted for offences.
Rehabilitation periods

A.3

Where a period is given below, it should be taken to be a minimum in considering whether a
licence should be granted or renewed in most cases. This places passenger safety as the
priority while enabling past offenders to sufficiently evidence that they have been successfully
rehabilitated so that they might obtain or retain a licence.
Crimes resulting in death

A.4

Where an applicant or licence holder has been convicted of a crime which resulted in the death
of another person or was intended to cause the death or serious injury of another person they
will not be licensed.
Exploitation

A.5

Where an applicant or licence holder has been convicted of a crime involving, related to, or has
any connection with abuse, exploitation, use or treatment of another individual irrespective of
whether the victim or victims were adults or children, they will not be licensed. This includes
slavery, child sexual abuse, exploitation, grooming, psychological, emotional or financial abuse,
but this is not an exhaustive list.
Offences involving violence against the person

A.6

Where an applicant has a conviction for an offence of violence against the person, or connected
with any offence of violence, a licence will not be granted until at least 10 years have elapsed
since the completion of any sentence imposed.
Possession of a weapon

A.7

Where an applicant has a conviction for possession of a weapon or any other weapon related
offence, a licence will not be granted until at least seven years have elapsed since the
completion of any sentence imposed.
Sexual offences

A.8

Where an applicant has a conviction for any offence involving or connected with illegal sexual
activity, a licence will not be granted.

A.9

In addition to the above, the licensing authority will not grant a licence to any applicant who is
currently on the Sex Offenders Register or on any barred list.
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Dishonesty
A.10

Where an applicant has a conviction for any offence where dishonesty is an element of the
offence, a licence will not be granted until at least seven years have elapsed since the
completion of any sentence imposed.
Drugs

A.11

Where an applicant has any conviction for, or related to, the supply of drugs, or possession with
intent to supply or connected with possession with intent to supply, a licence will not be granted
until at least 10 years have elapsed since the completion of any sentence imposed.

A.12

Where an applicant has a conviction for possession of drugs, or related to the possession of
drugs, a licence will not be granted until at least five years have elapsed since the completion of
any sentence imposed.

A.13

In these circumstances, any applicant may also have to undergo drugs testing for a period at
their own expense to demonstrate that they are not using controlled drugs.
Discrimination

A.14

Where an applicant has a conviction involving or connected with discrimination in any form, a
licence will not be granted until at least seven years have elapsed since the completion of any
sentence imposed.
Motoring convictions

A.15

Hackney carriage and private hire drivers are professional drivers charged with the responsibility
of carrying the public. It is accepted that offences can be committed unintentionally, and a single
occurrence of a minor traffic offence would not prohibit the granting of a licence. However,
applicants with multiple motoring convictions may indicate that an applicant does not exhibit the
behaviours of a safe road user and one that is suitable to drive professionally.

A.16

Any motoring conviction while a licensed driver demonstrates that the licensee may not take
their professional responsibilities seriously. However, it is accepted that offences can be
committed unintentionally, and a single occurrence of a minor traffic offence may not necessitate
the revocation of a taxi or private hire vehicle driver licence providing the authority considers that
the licensee remains a fit and proper person to retain a licence.
Drink driving/driving under the influence of drugs

A.17

Where an applicant has a conviction for drink driving or driving under the influence of drugs, a
licence will not be granted until at least seven years have elapsed since the completion of any
sentence or driving ban imposed. In the case of driving under the influence of drugs, any
applicant may also have to undergo drugs testing at their own expense to demonstrate that they
are not using controlled drugs.
Using a hand-held device whilst driving

A.18

Where an applicant has a conviction for using a held‐hand mobile telephone or a hand‐held
device whilst driving, a licence will not be granted until at least five years have elapsed since the
conviction or completion of any sentence or driving ban imposed, whichever is the later.
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Annex
B

Standard conditions attached to a licence to drive hackney carriage and / or
private hire vehicles
Conduct

B.1

The licence holder must behave in a civil, orderly and respectful manner at all times whilst acting
as the driver or a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.

B.2

The licence holder must not discriminate against any person whilst acting as the driver or a
hackney carriage or private hire vehicle because of their:










Age
Disability
Gender reassignment
Marriage & Civil Partnership
Pregnancy & Maternity
Race
Religion or Belief
Sex
Sexual Orientation

B.3

The licence holder must not engage in inappropriate conversations with passengers.
Inappropriate topics of conversation include (but are not limited to) references to a persons
personal life, relationship status, appearance, religion or political beliefs.

B.4

The licence holder must not eat any food whilst carrying a hirer in their vehicle.

B.5

The licence holder must not smoke or use any e-cigarette or other vaping device inside any
licensed hackney carriage or private hire vehicle at any time.

B.6

The licence holder must not play any audio in a licensed hackney carriage or private hire vehicle
at such a level as to cause annoyance to the hirer.

B.7

The licence holder must only use the horn of a vehicle in accordance with the Highway Code
and specifically shall not sound their horn to announce their arrival / presence to the hirer.

Appearance
B.8

Whilst acting as the driver of a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle, a licence holder must be
dressed suitably and be of clean and tidy appearance.
Assisting Passengers

B.9

A licence holder must offer passengers with reasonable assistance with the loading and
unloading of any luggage or baggage into and out of, any licensed vehicle they are in control of.

B.10

A licence holder must offer reasonable assistance to any person with a disability or other mobility
issue, when that person is entering or leaving a licensed vehicle they are in control of.
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Changes of Circumstances
B.11

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority as soon as reasonably practicable and within
no more than 48 hours in any of the following circumstances:



if they been arrested or charged by the police in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)
if they receive a conviction, caution or fixed penalty in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)

B.12

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority as soon as reasonably practicable and within
no more than 72 hours if they have a developed a medical condition that might impair their ability
to drive a motor vehicle.

B.13

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority within 7 days of any change to their name
and / or address
DBS Update Service

B.14

A licence holder must retain a valid subscription to the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)
Update Service at all times whilst they remain licensed to drive hackney carriage and/or private
hire vehicles.
Wearing and Display of Badges

B.15

A licence holder must wear one of the ID badges issued to them by the Council at all times when
acting as the driver of a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle. The badge must be worn on
the licence holder’s person in a way that it can be seen by passengers.

B.16

A licence holder must display one of the ID badges issued to them by the Council inside any
hackney carriage or private hire vehicle they are in control of in such a way as to be clearly
visible to any passengers.
Lost property

B.17

After passengers alight the licensed vehicle, a licence holder should check the vehicle to ensure
no property has been left in the vehicle by that passenger.

B.18

If any property belonging to a passenger is discovered in a licensed vehicle after that passenger
has left the vehicle, the driver should take reasonable steps to return the lost property to the
person that it belonged to.

B.19

If the licence holder cannot identify who the lost property belongs to in order to return it to them,
they must seek advice from the local police on what to do with the property by calling the nonemergency number 101.
Receipts

B.20

Upon request, a licence holder must provide his passenger with a clear and legible receipt for
the cost of their journey. This receipt must also identify the licence holder’s name or licence
number and the registration number of the vehicle that the journey was undertaken in.
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Production of Documents
B.21

The licence holder must produce such of the following as requested to an authorised officer of
the Council within 72 hours of receiving a request to do so:





Their DVLA driving licence card
Proof of their right to work in the United Kingdom
Proof of their residential address
Any DBS certificate relied upon when their licence was granted

Return of licence and ID badge
B.22

The licence holder must return the licence and any related ID badges issued by the Council
when requested to do so. The licence and ID badges must be returned as soon as reasonably
practicable and in any case not more than 7 days after such a request has been made by an
authorised officer of the Council.
Production of medical certificate

B.23

Any licence holder aged 65 or over must provide the Council with a copy of the Council’s
prescribed medical fitness certificate, completed by a registered medical practitioner with access
to their medical records and history, on the anniversary of the issue of the licence each year.
Deposit of Copy of Licence

B.24

A licence holder must deposit a copy of their licence with:



The proprietor of any licensed hackney carriage or private hire vehicle that they have
been authorised to drive
Any licensed private hire operator who accepts bookings in respect of a licensed vehicle
that they are authorised to drive

Charging of fares
B.25

Before commencing a journey, a licence holder must establish that their passenger understands
what fare they will be charged for the journey or the method by which that fare will be calculated
(e.g. in accordance with a taximeter installed in the vehicle).

B.26

A licence holder must not charge a passenger for their journey more than:



B.27

A fixed fare that has either been agreed before the commencement of the journey; or
The fare that has been calculated in accordance with the agreed method of calculation.

When acting as the driver of a hackney carriage and undertaking a journey entirely within the
Council’s administrative boundaries, the licence holder must engage the taximeter installed in
the vehicle and must not charge more than is permitted in accordance with the Council’s
approved table of fares.
Carriage of animals

B.28

A licence holder must not carry any animal in a licensed hackney carriage or private hire vehicle
without the express permission of the hirer.
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Annex
C

Vehicle inspection standards
Hackney carriage vehicle inspection standards
General requirements

C.1

The vehicle must be a fully enclosed four wheel passenger vehicle with a M.1 or M.2 European
Community Whole Vehicle Type Approval (ECWVTA) or a UK Low Volume Approval, or an
Individual Vehicle Approval (IVA) and which meets the following criteria meets the following
criteria:












manufactured from new as a right hand drive vehicle;
constructed or adapted to seat in comfort at least 4 passengers and not more than 8
passengers;
has sufficient doors of sufficient size to allow safe ingress and egress of passengers;
where only one passenger door is fitted, that door is on the near-side (kerbside) of the
vehicle;
has no side facing seats;
each provided seat has a minimum width of 407 mm per passenger measured at the
narrowest part of the seat and each passenger seat is fitted with a seat belt
each provided seat is accessible without the need to remove or fold, or tip up any other
seat
the boot or luggage compartment is of sufficient size to carry a reasonable amount of
luggage relative to the seating capacity;
the boot or luggage compartment is separated from the passenger compartment by a
suitable barrier
Vehicles that have been subject to conversion must have appropriate SVA / IVA type
approval from VOSA.
The rear passenger windows of the vehicle must not be fitted with “privacy glass.”

MOT testing standards
C.2

The vehicle must meet the required standards set by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency
(DVSA) to be issued an MOT certificate.
Equipment to be present in the vehicle (all vehicles)

C.3

The following must be present in the vehicle:




A suitable and road legal spare wheel or a tyre inflation kit that is supplied as standard by
the manufacturer of the vehicle
A powder fire extinguisher of not less than 600g capacity and not more than 12 years old
from the date of manufacture
A first aid kit containing as a minimum, a selection of dressings, plasters and a pair of
plastic gloves that are in date.

Equipment to be present in the vehicle (wheelchair accessible vehicles)
C.4

Where the vehicle is designed to carry a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, all required equipment to safely load and secure a wheelchair must be present and
in good repair.
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Lifting equipment
C.5

Where the vehicle has lifting equipment fitted for the purpose of loading passengers into the
vehicle, this must comply with the requirements of the Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment
Regulations 1998 and be certified as safe.
Fuel conversions

C.6

If the vehicle has been converted or modified after manufacture to run on an alternate fuel
supply, a valid fuel conversion installation certificate or safety report must be presented for
inspection and any additional fuel cut-off switches must be correctly identified.
Display of licence plates

C.7

The external licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the outside rear of the
vehicle below the window line.

C.8

The internal licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the inside of the
windscreen on the passenger side of the vehicle so that the front of the licence plate is visible
from the outside of the vehicle and the rear of the licence plate is visible from inside the vehicle.

C.9

The above requirements do not apply where the vehicle is being licensed as a hackney carriage
for the first occasion as no licence plates will yet have been issued.
Roof signs

C.10

A sign containing the word “TAXI” must be displayed on the roof of the vehicle at all times when
it is being driven on a public road or otherwise used as a hackney carriage.

C.11

The lettering on the sign must be a minimum of 80mm high.

C.12

The roof sign must be appropriately and safely wired so that the sign is illuminated when the
vehicle is available for hire and not illuminated when the vehicle is hired or is not available for
hire.
Taximeters and tariff cards

C.13

A taximeter must be installed and calibrated in accordance with the Council’s current table of
fares.

C.14

The taximeter must be fitted securely in a position where it can be easily read by passengers in
the vehicle and must not be obscured from view in any way.

C.15

The licence holder must ensure that a copy of the current table of fares (tariff card) set by the
Council is carried in the vehicle at all times in a position where it can be accessed and read by
any passenger as required.
Exterior condition of the vehicle

C.16

The vehicle exterior must be in a good clean condition.
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C.17

The external bodywork must be of a satisfactory appearance with no evidence of:




significant damage to the external body panels,
crudely repaired or, insecure body panels,
significant rusting or corrosion,

Interior condition of the vehicle
C.18

The vehicle interior must be in a good clean condition.

C.19

The upholstery, headlining, carpets, door trims must not be damaged or soiled.

C.20

All passenger doors must close securely and passenger courtesy lights must operate.

C.21

Devices designed for opening any passenger windows must be in place and operate correctly.

C.22

All passenger doors must be capable of being opened from inside and outside the vehicle
correctly.

C.23

Passenger seat adjustment mechanisms must in good working condition.

C.24

The luggage space must be clear and uncluttered.

C.25

Any two way radio equipment, in-car mobile phone equipment, in-car navigation system or in-car
CCTV must be fitted safely and securely and must not present a risk to the safety of passengers
or the driver.

63

Private hire vehicle inspection standards
General requirements
C.26

The vehicle must be a fully enclosed four wheel passenger vehicle with a M.1 or M.2 European
Community Whole Vehicle Type Approval (ECWVTA) or a UK Low Volume Approval, or an
Individual Vehicle Approval (IVA) and which meets the following criteria:










manufactured from new as a right hand drive vehicle;
constructed or adapted to seat in comfort at least 4 passengers and not more than 8
passengers;
has sufficient doors of sufficient size to allow safe ingress and egress of passengers;
where only one passenger door is fitted, that door is on the near-side (kerbside) of the
vehicle;
has no side facing seats;
each provided seat has a minimum width of 407 mm per passenger measured at the
narrowest part of the seat and each passenger seat is fitted with a seat belt
the boot or luggage compartment is of sufficient size to carry a reasonable amount of
luggage relative to the seating capacity;
the boot or luggage compartment is separated from the passenger compartment by a
suitable barrier
Vehicles that have been subject to conversion must have appropriate SVA / IVA type
approval from VOSA.

MOT testing standards
C.27

The vehicle must meet the required standards set by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency
(DVSA) to be issued an MOT certificate.
Equipment to be present in the vehicle (all vehicles)

C.28

The following must be present in the vehicle:




A suitable and road legal spare wheel or a tyre inflation kit that is supplied as standard by
the manufacturer of the vehicle
A powder fire extinguisher of not less than 600g capacity and not more than 12 years old
from the date of manufacture
A first aid kit containing as a minimum, a selection of dressings, plasters and a pair of
plastic gloves that are in date.

Equipment to be present in the vehicle (wheelchair accessible vehicles)
C.29

Where the vehicle is designed to carry a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, all required equipment to safely load and secure a wheelchair must be present and
in good repair.
Lifting equipment

C.30

Where the vehicle has lifting equipment fitted for the purpose of loading passengers into the
vehicle, this must comply with the requirements of the Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment
Regulations 1998 and be certified as safe.
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Fuel conversions
C.31

If the vehicle has been converted or modified after manufacture to run on an alternate fuel
supply, a valid fuel conversion installation certificate or safety report must be presented for
inspection and any additional fuel cut-off switches must be correctly identified.
Display of licence plates

C.32

The external licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the outside rear of the
vehicle below the window line.

C.33

The internal licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the inside of the
windscreen on the passenger side of the vehicle so that the front of the licence plate is visible
from the outside of the vehicle and the rear of the licence plate is visible from inside the vehicle.

C.34

The above requirements do not apply where the vehicle is being licensed as a hackney carriage
for the first occasion as no licence plates will yet have been issued.
Roof signs

C.35

If any sign is displayed on the roof of or above the roof of a vehicle licensed to be used as a
private hire vehicle, this must contain the words “Advance Booking Only” displayed towards the
front of the vehicle in black lettering on a white background. Any sign must in good clean and
legible condition.
External signage required

C.36

Signage must be displayed on the vehicle with wording that makes clear that the vehicle must be
booked in advance and is not available for immediate hiring. Such wording could include
“Advance Booking Only” “This vehicle must be booked in advance” “No booking, no ride” or
similar.
Prohibited words on a private hire vehicle

C.37

The words “Taxi” or “Cab” either in singular or plural or words of a similar meaning or
appearance either alone or as part of a name must not be displayed anywhere on the vehicle
licensed to be used as a private hire vehicle.
Taximeters and table of fares

C.38

Where a taximeter is fitted in a vehicle licensed to be used as a private hire vehicle the must be
fitted securely in a position where it can be easily read by passengers in the vehicle and must
not be obscured from view in any way. A table of fares must be available in the vehicle for
inspection by passengers to explain clearly the basis on which any hiring charges will be
calculated by the taximeter.
Exterior condition of the vehicle

C.39

The vehicle exterior must be in a good clean condition.
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C.40

The external bodywork must be of a satisfactory appearance with no evidence of:




significant damage to the external body panels,
crudely repaired or, insecure body panels,
significant rusting or corrosion,

Interior condition of the vehicle
C.41

The vehicle interior must be in a good clean condition.

C.42

The upholstery, headlining, carpets, door trims must not be damaged or soiled.

C.43

All passenger doors must close securely and passenger courtesy lights must operate.

C.44

Devices designed for opening any passenger windows must be in place and operate correctly.

C.45

All passenger doors must be capable of being opened from inside and outside the vehicle
correctly.

C.46

Passenger seat adjustment mechanisms must in good working condition.

C.47

The luggage space must be clear and uncluttered.

C.48

Any two way radio equipment, in-car mobile phone equipment, in-car navigation system or in-car
CCTV must be fitted safely and securely and must not present a risk to the safety of passengers
or the driver.
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Annex
D

Standard conditions attached to a licence to use a vehicle as a hackney carriage
Condition of Vehicle

D.1

The vehicle and all its fittings and equipment shall at all times when the vehicle is in use or
available for hire be kept in an efficient, safe, tidy and clean condition. In particular all data
boxes, radios, PDA’s or any other equipment installed in the vehicle must be affixed to the
vehicle by use of secure fittings so they cannot be easily removed, to prevent injury or harm to
the driver or passengers.
Making Alterations to a Vehicle

D.2

Once a vehicle has been inspected and a licence has been granted the vehicle must be
maintained in that form and condition. No change in the specification, design or appearance of
the vehicle or addition of any body work accessories shall be made within the duration of the
licence without the prior written approval from an authorised officer of the Council. This includes
the addition of any tinting film or similar products to the windows of the vehicle.
Licensing a Vehicle with Another Council

D.3

No hackney carriage licensed by the Council may be licensed in any other authority as a
hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.
Insurance Cover

D.4

The licence holder must at all times that the vehicle is licensed to be used as a hackney
carriage, maintain a valid policy of insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and
reward for public hire or in accordance with a hackney carriage licence.

D.5

You must retain the above documents for a period of 12 months following their expiry and these
documents must be available for inspection at any time to an authorised officer.
Allowing Other Persons to Drive the Vehicle

D.6

Only a person licensed by the Council to drive hackney carriages can drive a vehicle that the
Council has licensed to be used as a hackney carriage. If the licence holder proposes to allow
someone else to drive their vehicle at any time, before doing so they must obtain from the driver
the following documents:
a)
b)

D.7

A copy of their current licence issued by Wychavon District Council authorising
them to drive hackney carriage vehicles, and
A copy of their insurance documentation covering them to use the vehicle as
hackney carriage.

The licence holder must ensure that the driver’s licence to drive hackney carriage vehicles and
insurance remain current for the duration of the period they are permitted to drive the vehicle.
Display of External Licence Plate

D.8

The external licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the outside rear of the
vehicle below the window line.
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Display of Internal Licence Plate
D.9

The internal licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the inside of the
windscreen on the passenger side of the vehicle so that the front of the licence plate is visible
from the outside of the vehicle and the rear of the licence plate is visible from inside the vehicle.
Roof Signs

D.10

A sign containing the word “TAXI” must be displayed on the roof of the vehicle at all times when
it is being driven on a public road or otherwise used as a hackney carriage.

D.11

The lettering on the sign must be a minimum of 80mm high.

D.12

The roof sign must be appropriately and safely wired so that the sign is illuminated when the
vehicle is available for hire and not illuminated when the vehicle is hired or is not available for
hire.
Return of Licence Plate(s)

D.13

The licence holder must return the internal and / or external licence plates issued by the Council
when requested to do so. The licence plates must be returned as soon as reasonably
practicable and in any case not more than 7 days after a request to return the plates has been
made by an authorised officer of the Council.
Changes of Circumstances

D.14

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority as soon as reasonably practicable and within
no more than 48 hours in any of the following circumstances:



D.15

if they been arrested or charged by the police in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)
if they receive a conviction, caution or fixed penalty in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority within 7 days of any change to their name
and / or address
Advertising on Licensed Vehicles

D.16

Any advertising displayed on a licensed vehicle must be approved in advance by an authorised
officer of the Council. This condition does not apply to any advertisements displayed on a
vehicle which relate to any business that accepts and despatches bookings in respect of the
vehicle concerned.
Production of Documents

D.17

The licence holder must produce such of the following as requested to an authorised officer of
the Council within 72 hours of receiving a request to do so:





Vehicle insurance certificate
Vehicle registration certificate (V5C)
Vehicle MOT test certificate
Proof that the appropriate vehicle excise duty has been paid in respect of the vehicle
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Presentation of Vehicle for Inspection
D.18

The vehicle must be presented for inspection in accordance with any reasonable direction
properly made by an authorised officer of the Council.

D.19

Where a vehicle is more than seven years of age on the date the licence was issued, it must be
presented for further inspection by an authorised officer within a four week period beginning on
the date six months after the licence issue date. The age of the vehicle will be calculated based
on the date of first registration shown on the vehicle registration certificate (VC5).

Table of Fares (Tariff Card)
D.20

The licence holder must ensure that a copy of the current table of fares (tariff card) set by the
Council is carried in the vehicle at all times in a position where it can be accessed and read by
any passenger as required.
CCTV

D.21

Where CCTV is installed so as to record any part of the inside of a licensed vehicle, the
proprietor must be compliant with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018. The system
must also be compliant with the Information Commissioner’s requirements in respect of
registering the system and the capturing, storing, retaining and using any recorded images.
Seating Capacity

D.22

The vehicle must not be used to carry more passengers than the number authorised to be
carried by the licence issued by the Council and shown on the vehicle licence plates issued by
the Council.
Equipment to be Carried in the Vehicle

D.23

The following must be carried in the vehicle at all times:




A suitable and road legal spare wheel or a tyre inflation kit that is supplied as standard by
the manufacturer of the vehicle
A powder fire extinguisher of not less than 600g capacity and not more than 12 years old
from the date of manufacture
A first aid kit containing as a minimum, a selection of dressings, plasters and a pair of
plastic gloves that are in date.

Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles
D.24

Where the vehicle is designed to carry a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, the licence holder must ensure that all required equipment to safely load and secure
a wheelchair is carried in the vehicle at all times.
Reporting of Accidents

D.25

The licence holder must report any accident involving the licensed vehicle to the Council within
72 hours, regardless of whether any damage is caused to the vehicle in the accident.
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Annex
E

Standard conditions attached to a licence to use a vehicle as a private hire vehicle
Condition of Vehicle

E.1

The vehicle and all its fittings and equipment shall at all times when the vehicle is in use or
available for hire be kept in an efficient, safe, tidy and clean condition. In particular all data
boxes, radios, PDA’s or any other equipment installed in the vehicle must be affixed to the
vehicle by use of secure fittings so they cannot be easily removed, to prevent injury or harm to
the driver or passengers.
Making Alterations to a Vehicle

E.2

Once a vehicle has been inspected and a licence has been granted the vehicle must be
maintained in that form and condition. No change in the specification, design or appearance of
the vehicle or addition of any body work accessories shall be made within the duration of the
licence without the prior written approval from an authorised officer of the Council. This includes
the addition of any tinting film or similar products to the windows of the vehicle.
Licensing a Vehicle with Another Council

E.3

No private hire vehicle licensed by the Council may be licensed in any other authority as a
hackney carriage or private hire vehicle.
Insurance Cover

E.4

The licence holder must at all times that the vehicle is licensed to be used as a private hire
vehicle, maintain a valid policy of insurance showing the vehicle is insured for use for hire and
reward for private hire or in accordance with a private hire licence.

E.5

You must retain the above documents for a period of 12 months following their expiry and these
documents must be available for inspection at any time to an authorised officer.
Allowing Other Persons to Drive the Vehicle

E.6

Only a person licensed by the Council to drive private hire vehicles can drive a vehicle that the
Council has licensed to be used as a private hire vehicle. If the licence holder proposes to allow
someone else to drive their vehicle at any time, before doing so they must obtain from the driver
the following documents:
a)
b)

E.7

A copy of their current licence issued by Wychavon District Council authorising
them to drive private hire vehicles, and
A copy of their insurance documentation covering them to use the vehicle as a
private hire vehicle.

The licence holder must ensure that the driver’s licence to drive private hire vehicles and
insurance remain current for the duration of the period they are permitted to drive the vehicle.
Display of External Licence Plate

E.8

The external licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the outside rear of the
vehicle below the window line.
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Display of Internal Licence Plate
E.9

The internal licence plate issued by the Council must be securely fixed to the inside of the
windscreen on the passenger side of the vehicle so that the front of the licence plate is visible
from the outside of the vehicle and the rear of the licence plate is visible from inside the vehicle.
Roof Signs

E.10

If any sign is displayed on the roof of or above the roof of a vehicle licensed to be used as a
private hire vehicle, this must contain the words “Advance Booking Only” displayed towards the
front of the vehicle in black lettering on a white background. The sign must be maintained in
good clean and legible condition.
Advertising on Licensed Vehicles

E.11

Any advertising displayed on a licensed vehicle must be approved in advance by an authorised
officer of the Council. This condition does not apply to any advertisements displayed on a
vehicle which relate to any business that accepts and despatches bookings in respect of the
vehicle concerned.
External Signage

E.12

Signage must be displayed on the vehicle with wording that makes clear that the vehicle must be
booked in advance and is not available for immediate hiring. Such wording could include
“Advance Booking Only” “This vehicle must be booked in advance” “No booking, no ride” or
similar.
Prohibition on Display of Certain Words

E.13

The words “Taxi” or “Cab” either in singular or plural or words of a similar meaning or
appearance either alone or as part of a name must not be displayed anywhere on the vehicle
licensed to be used as a private hire vehicle.
Return of Licence Plate(s)

E.14

The licence holder must return the internal and / or external licence plates issued by the Council
when requested to do so. The licence plates must be returned as soon as reasonably
practicable and in any case not more than 7 days after a request to return the plates has been
made by an authorised officer of the Council.
Changes of Circumstances

E.15

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority as soon as reasonably practicable and within
no more than 48 hours in any of the following circumstances:



E.16

if they been arrested or charged by the police in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)
if they receive a conviction, caution or fixed penalty in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority within 7 days of any change to their name
and / or address

71

Production of Documents
E.17

The licence holder must produce such of the following as requested to an authorised officer of
the Council within 72 hours of receiving a request to do so:
 Vehicle insurance certificate
 Vehicle registration certificate (V5C)
 Vehicle MOT test certificate
 Proof that the appropriate vehicle excise duty has been paid in respect of the vehicle
Presentation of Vehicle for Inspection

E.18

The vehicle must be presented for inspection in accordance with any reasonable direction
properly made by an authorised officer of the Council.

E.19

Where a vehicle is more than seven years of age on the date the licence was issued, it must be
presented for further inspection by an authorised officer within a four week period beginning on
the date six months after the licence issue date. The age of the vehicle will be calculated based
on the date of first registration shown on the vehicle registration certificate (VC5).
Taximeters

E.20

Where a taximeter is fitted in a vehicle licensed to be used as a private hire vehicle the must be
fitted securely in a position where it can be easily read by passengers in the vehicle and must
not be obscured from view in any way. A table of fares must be available in the vehicle for
inspection by passengers to explain clearly the basis on which any hiring charges will be
calculated by the taximeter.
CCTV

E.21

Where CCTV is installed so as to record any part of the inside of a licensed vehicle, the
proprietor must be compliant with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018. The system
must also be compliant with the Information Commissioner’s requirements in respect of
registering the system and the capturing, storing, retaining and using any recorded images.
Seating Capacity

E.22

The vehicle must not be used to carry more passengers than the number authorised to be
carried by the licence issued by the Council and shown on the vehicle licence plates issued by
the Council.
Equipment to be Carried in the Vehicle

E.23

The following must be carried in the vehicle at all times:




A suitable and road legal spare wheel or a tyre inflation kit that is supplied as standard by
the manufacturer of the vehicle
A powder fire extinguisher of not less than 600g capacity and not more than 12 years old
from the date of manufacture
A first aid kit containing as a minimum, a selection of dressings, plasters and a pair of
plastic gloves that are in date.
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Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles
E.24

Where the vehicle is designed to carry a wheelchair user whilst they remain seated in their
wheelchair, the licence holder must ensure that all required equipment to safely load and secure
a wheelchair is carried in the vehicle at all times.
Reporting of Accidents

E.25

The licence holder must report any accident involving the licensed vehicle to the Council within
72 hours, regardless of whether any damage is caused to the vehicle in the accident.
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Annex
F

Equality Act 2010 – Position Statement on Sections 165 – 167
Introduction

F.1

The Government commenced sections 165 and 167 of the Equality Act 2010, in so far as they
were not already in force, on 6th April 2017.

F.2

Section 167 of the Act provides licensing authorities with the powers to make lists of wheelchair
accessible vehicles (i.e. “designated vehicles”), and section 165 of the Act then place duties on
the drivers of those vehicles to carry passengers in wheelchairs, provide assistance to those
passengers and prohibits them from charging extra.

F.3

The requirements of section 165 do not apply to drivers who have a valid exemption certificate
and are displaying a valid exemption notice in the prescribed manner. An exemption certificate
can be issued under section 166 of the Act.

F.4

This allows Local Authorities to exempt drivers from the duties under section 165 where it is
appropriate to do so, on medical grounds or because the driver’s physical condition makes it
impossible or unreasonably difficult for them to comply with those duties.

F.5

In adopting this position statement, Wychavon District Council has had regard to the guidance
issued by the Secretary of State under section 167(6) of the Equality Act 2010.
Maintaining a List of Designated Vehicles

F.6

Section 167 of the Act permits, but does not require, licensing authority to maintain a designated
list of wheelchair accessible hackney carriage and private hire vehicles.

F.7

Whilst not being under a specific legal duty to maintain a list of designated vehicles, Wychavon
District Council has decided that it will do so.

F.8

The list of designated vehicles will be published and maintained by Wychavon District Council
with effect from 1st December 2017. This will provide a reasonable amount of time for drivers to
make applications for exemption from the duties that will be placed upon them once a list of
designated vehicles is published.

F.9

Once published, the list of designated vehicles will be available to access via the Wychavon
District Council website. A hard copy of the list of designated vehicles will also be provided on
request. To request a hard copy of the list of designated vehicles you will need to contact
Worcestershire Regulatory Services by emailing enquiries@worcsregservices.gov.uk or
telephoning 01905 822799.
Accessibility Requirements for Vehicles Included on the List of Designated Vehicles

F.10

The Act states that a vehicle can be included on a licensing authority’s list of designated vehicles
if it conforms to such accessibility requirements as the licensing authority thinks fit. However, it
also goes on to explain that vehicles placed on the designated list should be able to carry
passengers in their wheelchairs should they prefer.

F.11

Wychavon District Council has decided that a vehicle will only be included in the authority’s list if
it would be possible for the user of a “reference wheelchair” to enter, leave and travel in the
passenger compartment in safety and reasonable comfort whilst seated in their wheelchair. For
this purpose, a “reference wheelchair” is as defined in Schedule 1 of the Public Service Vehicle
Accessibility Regulations 2000.
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The Duties Placed on Drivers of Designated Vehicles
F.12

Section 165 of the Act sets out the duties placed on drivers of designated wheelchair
accessible hackney carriage and private hire vehicles.

F.13

The duties are:






F.14

The Act then goes on to define mobility assistance as assistance:





F.15

to carry the passenger while in the wheelchair;
not to make any additional charge for doing so;
if the passenger chooses to sit in a passenger seat to carry the wheelchair;
to take such steps as are necessary to ensure that the passenger is carried in safety and
reasonable comfort; and
to give the passenger such mobility assistance as is reasonably required.

To enable the passenger to get into or out of the vehicle;
If the passenger wishes to remain in the wheelchair, to enable the passenger to get into
and out of the vehicle while in the wheelchair;
To load the passenger¡¦s luggage into or out of the vehicle;
If the passenger does not wish to remain in the wheelchair, to load the wheelchair into or
out of the vehicle.

It is an offence for the driver (unless exempt) of a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle which
is on the licensing authority’s designated list to fail to comply with these duties.
Exemptions from the Duties Placed on Drivers of Designated Vehicles

F.16

Some drivers may have a medical condition or a disability or physical condition which makes it
impossible or unreasonably difficult for them to provide the sort of physical assistance which
these duties require. That is why the Act allows licensing authorities to grant exemptions from
the duties to individual drivers.

F.17

Section 166 allows licensing authorities to exempt drivers from the duties to assist passengers in
wheelchairs if they are satisfied that it is appropriate to do so on medical or physical grounds.
The exemption can be valid for as short or long a time period as the LA thinks appropriate,
bearing in mind the nature of the medical issue. If exempt, the driver will not be required to
perform any of the duties.

F.18

If a licensed driver wishes to obtain an exemption from the duties placed on them under section
165, they must complete the relevant application form and submit this to the licensing authority
alongside relevant supporting evidence. The supporting evidence must include a letter or report
from the licensed driver’s general practitioner.

F.19

If required, a licensed driver seeking to obtain an exemption from the duties, must submit to an
examination by an independent medical practitioner appointed by the licensing authority.
The decision as to whether an exemption is granted and for how long, will be taken by the Head
of Worcestershire Regulatory Services

F.20

If the exemption application is successful then the licensing authority will issue an exemption
certificate and provide an exemption notice for the driver to display in their vehicle.
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F.21

If the exemption application is unsuccessful , the applicant will be informed in writing within a
reasonable timescale and provided with a clear explanation of the reasons for the decision.

F.22

Section 172 of the Act enables drivers to appeal against the decision of the licensing authority
not to issue an exemption certificate. That appeal should be made to the Magistrate’s Court and
must be made within 28 days beginning with the date of the refusal.
Enforcement

F.23

It is important to note that a driver will be subject to the duties set out in section 165 of the
Equality Act 2010 if the vehicle they are driving appears on the designated list of the licensing
authority that licensed them, and the licensing authority has not provided them with an
exemption certificate, regardless of where the journey starts or ends.

F.24

Wychavon District Council will look to take firm action where drivers breach their duties under
section 165 of the Act and will use all their available powers to ensure that drivers who
discriminate against disabled passengers are held accountable for their actions.

F.25

If a driver receives a conviction for breaching their duties under section 165 of the Act, the
authority will review whether or not they remain a fit and proper person to hold a licence to drive
hackney carriage or private hire vehicles.
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Annex
G

Plate exemption policy for licensed private hire vehicles
Statement of intent

G.1

The aim of this policy is to ensure public safety whilst taking a balanced approach to licensing
requirements. The principal objective is to formalise the use of discretionary power to allow
‘chauffeur driven vehicles’ to operate without displaying external licence plates.
Introduction (not part of Policy)

G.2

The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 requires that identification (licence)
plates be displayed on licensed private hire vehicles, and that licensed drivers of those vehicles
wear a driver’s badge.

G.3

For vehicles used by the “general public,” display of identification plates on a licensed vehicle
and of the driver’s badge is important in terms of public safety and reassurance. They indicate
to the travelling public and to enforcement authorities that prior to being licensed both the vehicle
and the driver have been subjected to checks to ensure their (the public’s) safety.

G.4

There are occasions when the requirement to display an external identification plate may have
the opposite effect in terms of customer safety and could have commercial implications for the
operating business. The display of Local Authority licence plates externally may also deter some
corporate customers from using the service; and in some circumstances the identification of the
vehicle as a licensed vehicle may allow “high risk” passengers to be more readily targeted
putting both them and the driver at risk. For example, vehicles used by Government Ministers or
celebrities.

G.5

Until January 2008, chauffeurs and vehicles exclusively hired for more than seven days by a
single client were exempted from licensing requirements (S75 of the Act). Chauffeurs are now
included in the ordinary “private hire” licensing requirements and must secure PH licences for
their cars and drivers – and comply with all of the conditions and legal requirements including
display of vehicle licence plates and driver badges. Chauffeurs must also obtain an operators’
licence and have premises in this district where bookings are taken and records kept.

G.6

There are a number of companies currently offering traditional chauffeur services across the
United Kingdom, based in Wychavon.

G.7

The legislation does give us discretion to exempt vehicles from the need to display the Council’s
approved identification plate and, where that exemption applies, the requirement for the driver to
wear a private hire driver’s badge.

G.8

We will only exercise these discretionary powers in rare cases, where we are satisfied that there
is a genuine operational business need and business requirement, and where we are certain
that the safety of the public will not be compromised as a result.

G.9

There is no “right” to plate exemption, nor is there any right of appeal against the Council’s
decision NOT to exercise its discretion and allow an exemption.

G.10

In creating a policy Wychavon District Council does not seek to provide a definitive list of
vehicles it considers to be suitable (subject to use) for exemption from the requirement to display
external identification plates.
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G.11

The policy outlines the type of operational business need and business requirement and
describes the minimum standard of vehicle comfort and type appropriate before we will consider
an application for plate exemption. The policy should be read in conjunction with our existing
policy relating to private hire vehicles and establishes additional criteria that the Council (and its
officers) will take into account when determining an application for a private hire vehicle to be
exempt from displaying external identification plates.
The Policy

G.12

Exemptions from displaying external identification plates (vehicle licence plates) may be in
respect of individual vehicles only. Applications for exemptions relating to a fleet of vehicles will
not be allowed.

G.13

Each application will be assessed on its own merit and each vehicle will be inspected by an
authorised council officer to ensure that it is fit for purpose.

G.14

We will only exercise these discretionary powers in rare cases, where we are satisfied that there
is a genuine operational business need and business requirement and that the safety of the
public will not be compromised as a result.
Temporary exemption:

G.15

A properly authorised officer of the Council will have delegated power to issue a plate exemption
notice for a specific licensed private hire vehicle to exempt it from displaying a licence plate on a
specified date for a period of time not exceeding one week if he is satisfied that the vehicle
proprietor has shown that there is a genuine operational business need and business
requirement – such as the examples below.
 use at a wedding or a funeral,
 use by a civic dignitary or in connection with a civic ceremony,
 chauffeur driven guided tours wholly or mainly for overseas clients,
 uniformed chauffeur driven services wholly or mainly for business clients
 use by HM Prison Service where there are security considerations,
 or use in similar situations where the display of a plate may affect the dignity or security
of the persons carried.

G.16

Where in the opinion of the authorised officer no genuine operational business need exists or the
plate exemption period falls outside delegated limits the vehicle proprietor may ask the Licensing
Sub-Committee to exercise the Council’s discretion.
General exemption:

G.17

Applications for exemption from the requirement to display an external identification plate on the
rear of a private hire vehicle for the duration of the licence will generally only be considered
where the requirements listed below are met:


Work undertaken is exclusively "chauffeured" in nature. The chauffeur and vehicle are
specifically hired to provide transport to a company or person, and/or where the display
of a licence plate may affect the dignity or security of the persons carried.

 Vehicles must be of a standard of comfort and equipped to a level equal or above luxury
models of vehicles such as Mercedes Benz E or S Class, BMW 7 Series, Lexus GS or
LS, Audi A8, Rolls Royce and Bentley saloons. (The highest specification executive type
saloon cars from other manufacturers may also be considered).
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Vehicles must be in pristine condition with no visible defects, dents or blemishes to the
external bodywork, wheels or internal trim and seating



The safety of the travelling public will not be compromised by exempting the specified
vehicle from displaying an identity plate.

G.18

An application for a vehicle to be exempted from displaying an external identification plate must
be made by the vehicle proprietor using the appropriate application form.

G.19

Additional documentation may be requested as reasonably necessary to allow the Council to
make an informed decision. Where such documentation is not provided to the satisfaction of the
Council the application will be refused. The Council will maintain commercial confidentiality.

G.20

Officers will assess whether or not there is a genuine operational business need and whether or
not the vehicle is considered to meet the criterion at G.17.

G.21

In the event of an applicant being dissatisfied with the decision of the officer, the applicant may
make a written application for a review of the decision by the Licensing Sub-Committee.

G.22

The Licensing Sub-Committee, when considering a review of the Officer’s decision, will hear oral
or written representation made by the proprietor of the vehicle or his agent together with any
other relevant oral, documentary or physical evidence.

G.23

If the Licensing Sub-Committee is satisfied a genuine operational business need exists and the
vehicle is suitable for its purported purpose a plate exemption notice may be issued for the
specified vehicle. The Licensing Sub-Committee can specify the dates and times the exemption
will apply or exempt the vehicle for the whole period the vehicle licence is in force and attach any
conditions to the exemption.

G.24

If the Licensing Sub-Committee considers no genuine operational business need exists for a
plate exemption the vehicle proprietor will be notified of the refusal and advised there is no
statutory right of appeal against the decision.

G.25

Where an application is granted and a vehicle is exempted from displaying its external
identification plate an exemption notice will issued as soon as practical after the decision is
made.

G.26

Where a vehicle is exempted from the requirement to display an external identification plate the
vehicle will be required to display a small vehicle licence plate on interior of the front windscreen
of the vehicle, adjacent to the vehicle excise licence displayed or in the position where the
vehicle excise licence would be displayed in the event that the vehicle is exempt from vehicle
excise duty.

G.27

Irrespective of when an exemption notice is granted the initial exemption notice will expire on the
same day as the expiration of the vehicle’s current private hire licence, unless it is otherwise
surrendered or revoked. Thereafter any renewed exemption notice will last for a period of time
that is coterminous with that vehicle’s private hire licence unless either the licence or notice is
otherwise surrendered or revoked.

G.28

Exemption notices may be renewed annually subject to the vehicle under going a re-inspection
by a licensing officer to ensure that it continues to be fit for purpose.
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G.29

The Head of Environmental Services and Commercial Services Manager will authorise
appropriate officers (in accordance with the Council’s constitution) to determine any application
for renewal of an exemption notice.

G.30

Other than where to do so would conflict with the requirements of this policy, all vehicles granted
an exemption notice must, in addition to the requirements of this policy, comply with the
Council’s Private Hire driver and vehicle conditions

G.31

The below conditions apply to all private hire vehicles granted an exemption by
Wychavon District Council from the requirement to display an external identification
plate, and are in addition to the criteria and conditions set out in the council’s general
requirements and conditions pertaining to licensed private hire vehicles and drivers.

G.32

a) The identification plate and exemption notice provided by the Council pursuant to
requirements of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 shall remain
the property of the Council.

G.33

b) The exemption notice issued by the Council will be carried in the vehicle at all times and
will be produced upon request to an authorised officer of the Council or any Police
Officer.

G.34

c) When issued with an exemption notice, the vehicle will not be required to display any
other signs (except the internal licence plate) which the Council may at any time require
private hire vehicles to display.

G.35

d) The proprietor will not display in, on or from the vehicle any advertisement, signage,
logos or insignia advertising the operating company or the vehicle’s status as a private
hire vehicle.

G.36

e) During the period of the exemption notice, the driver shall not be required to wear the
private hire driver’s identification badge but will have it available for immediate inspection
by an authorised officer of the Council or any Police Officer on request.

G.37

f)

G.38

g) The proprietor shall within 1 working day notify the Council of any change in the use of
the vehicle.

G.39

h) The proprietor shall not use the vehicle for private hire purposes other than for chauffeur
use (i.e. not for ‘normal’ airport journey’s or daily private hire use).

G.40

i)

The driver and passenger front side window glass and the front windscreen must be
clear. However, tinted windows can be fitted to the side and rear window glass of the
vehicle provided that they comply with current legislation.

G.41

j)

The exemption will cease to have effect on selling or transferring the vehicle to another
party. The person to whom the exemption is granted must inform the council of the
sale/transfer of ownership immediately and in writing, and provide details of the new
owner. The exemption notice must be returned to the Council along with the private hire
vehicle identification plate unless being sold to another private hire operator licensed by
the Council; in which case, only the exemption notice has to be returned.

G.42

k) A taximeter will not be installed in the vehicle.

During the period of the exemption notice the driver of the vehicle whilst engaged on
private hire work will be smartly dressed in a plain navy, black or grey formal chauffeur’s
uniform (or equivalent for a chauffeuse).
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Annex
H

Standard conditions attached to a licence to operate private hire vehicles
Duty to Provide a Basic Disclosure Annually

H.1

Where the licence holder does not a licence issued by Wychavon District Council authorising
them to drive hackney carriage and/or private hire vehicles, they must submit a basic disclosure
certificate annually within a 4 week period beginning with the anniversary of the date that the
licence was issued.
Location of Operating Base and Records

H.2

The licence holder must operate private hire vehicles from an address within the licensing
authority’s administrative area (hereafter referred to as “the operating base”).

H.3

All records required by these conditions and that are kept in a written form, must be kept and
made available for inspection at the operating base.

H.4

Where records are held electronically, they must be capable of being viewed by an authorised
officer or police officer visiting the operating base.

H.5

The licence holder must be able to provide an authorised officer or police officer with a printed
copy of any records held electronically upon request.
Changes of Circumstances

H.6

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority as soon as reasonably practicable and within
no more than 48 hours in any of the following circumstances:



if they been arrested or charged by the police in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)
if they receive a conviction, caution or fixed penalty in relation to any offence (including
motoring offences)

H.7

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority within 7 days of any change to their name
and / or home address

H.8

A licence holder must notify the licensing authority within 7 days of any change to the address of
their operating base.
Records of Bookings

H.9

The licence holder must ensure that accurate records of all bookings received are maintained.
The following is the minimum information that must be recorded in respect of each booking:











The name of the passenger
The time that the booking was received
The pick-up point
The requested pick-up time
The destination
The name of the driver dispatched to undertake the booking
The driver’s licence number of the driver dispatched to undertake the booking
The vehicle registration number of the vehicle dispatched to undertake the booking
The name of any individual that responded to the booking request
The name of any individual that dispatched the vehicle
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H.10

The licence holder’s record of all private hire bookings, whether retained in a book or on a
computerised system, must be kept at the licensed premises for at least 12 months and be
readily available for production to an authorised officer or police constable for inspection at any
time during the hours of operation.
Record Keeping – Vehicles and Driver’s Operated

H.11

The licence holder must retain an accurate records for all of the vehicles and drivers that they
dispatch to undertaken bookings made with them. These records must include:







H.12

The licence holder must obtain and retain the following documentation in respect of every
vehicle and driver they operate prior to allocating them any bookings, namely:





H.13

The full name of each driver
Any call signs allocated to any drivers
The identity of the local authority that issued the relevant driver’s licence
The registration number of any vehicles
The licence plate number of any vehicles
The identity of the local authority that issued the relevant vehicle’s licence

a copy of the driver’s current private hire driver’s licence or badge
a copy of the vehicle’s current private hire vehicle licence or front identity plate
a copy of the vehicle’s current MOT certificate
a copy of the vehicle’s current insurance certificate or cover note in respect of the driver
using the vehicle.

The above documentation relating to vehicles and drivers must be retained at the licensed
premises for at least 12 months after a vehicle or driver ceases to undertake work for the licence
holder and be readily available for production to an authorised officer or police constable for
inspection at any time during the hours of operation.
Record Keeping – Form of Records and Data Security

H.14

Whether records are kept in written or electronic form, they must at all times be in a format that
is clear and legible.

H.15

The licence holder must comply with their duties under data protection legislation to protect the
information that they record and retain.
Provision of Information to Driver Dispatched

H.16

A driver dispatched to fulfil a booking that has been accepted must be provided with the
following information as a minimum:





The name of the passenger
The pick-up point
The requested pick-up time
The destination
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Provision of Information to Person Who Has Made a Booking
H.17

A person who has had a booking accepted must be provided with the following information as a
minimum:



The registration number of the vehicle that will be dispatched to pick them up.
The licence (badge) number of the driver that will be driving the vehicle dispatched to
pick them up.

H.18

This information can be provided verbally over the telephone, by text message or by other
electronic means.

H.19

If the person’s booking is being sub-contracted and will be carried out by a vehicle and driver
licensed by a different licensing authority, the passenger must be provided the following
information as a minimum:





The name of the operator to whom the booking has been sub-contracted and the name
of the licensing authority that has issued a licence to that operator.
The registration number of the vehicle that will be dispatched to pick them up.
The licence (badge) number of the driver that will be driving the vehicle dispatched to
pick them up.
The name of the licensing authority that has licensed both the driver and vehicle

Use of Passenger Service Vehicles (PSVs) to Fulfil Bookings
H.20

Where the licence holder also holds a PSV operator’s licence, PSV’s should not be used to fulfil
bookings except with the informed consent of the hirer. This consent shall be recorded as part
of the booking record.
Register of Staff

H.21

The licence holder must maintain a register of all staff that will take bookings or dispatch
vehicles.

H.22

The licence holder must have in place a written policy on the employment of ex-offenders, which
must include reference to the carrying out of Basic Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks
on any staff that are involved in taking bookings or dispatching vehicles.
Recording and Dealing with Complaints

H.23

The licence holder must establish and maintain a written complaints procedure and take all
reasonable steps to fully investigate any complaints, ensuring a record is kept of the following
information:





the name, contact details of complainant and date complaint received
the date, time and details/nature of the complaint
the name of the driver (and Badge number) or member of staff, to which the complaint
relates
details of the investigation carried out and any action taken.
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H.24

Upon receiving a complaint or allegation concerning any of the following matters in relation to
any person licensed by Wychavon District Council you must report it immediately when the
licensing office is open, and in any other event immediately upon the licensing office next
opening:






sexual misconduct, sexual harassment or inappropriate sexual attention
racist behaviour
violence
dishonesty such as overcharging, theft or retention of lost property
breach of equality legislation, such as refusing to carry an assistance dog

Waiting Rooms / Areas
H.25

Where a licence holder makes available a waiting room/area for those making bookings, this
room/area must be maintained in a clean and tidy condition and must be free from any hazards.
Standard of Service

H.26

The licence holder shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that a reliable service is provided to
anyone from whom a booking is accepted.
Conduct of licence holder and employees

H.27

The licence holder must behave in a civil, orderly and respectful manner at all times whilst
communicating with people in course of delivering a private hire service.

H.28

In offering their services, the licence holder must ensure that they and any persons employed by
them to communicate with customers, process bookings or dispatch vehicles, do not
discriminate against any person because of their:










H.29

Age
Disability
Gender reassignment
Marriage & Civil Partnership
Pregnancy & Maternity
Race
Religion or Belief
Sex
Sexual Orientation

The licence holder must ensure that they and any persons employed by them to communicate
with customers, process bookings or dispatch vehicles, do not engage in inappropriate
conversations with passengers. Inappropriate topics of conversation include (but are not limited
to) references to a persons personal life, relationship status, appearance, religion or political
beliefs.
Lost Property

H.30

The licence holder must have a written policy setting out their procedure for dealing with property
left in a licensed vehicle after a journey has ended. This policy must be communicated to all
drivers to whom bookings are allocated.

H.31

The licence holder must take all reasonable steps to ensure any lost property is returned safely
to its owner.
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Annex
I

Granting of certificates exempting drivers from the duties in respect of carrying
assistance dogs

I.1

Any person wishing to be exempted from the duties placed on them in respect of the carriage of
assistance dogs in hackney carriage or private hire vehicles must complete and submit the
relevant application form.

I.2

The application must be accompanied a letter from the person’s own registered GP that states
that they are of the opinion that the person has a genuine medical condition that is aggravated
by exposure to dogs. The application must also be accompanied by medical evidence, for
example a blood test, a skin prick test or clinical history.

I.3

If an authorised officer of the Council is satisfied by the evidence accompanying the application,
the licence holder will be issued with a notice of exemption notice. Whenever they are driving a
hackney carriage or private hire vehicle, the holder of a notice of exemption must place it in an
easily accessible place, for example on the windscreen or in a prominent position on the
dashboard

I.4

Where an exemption certificate is issued, the Council will also provide an additional tactile and/or
large print resource to hackney carriage and private hire vehicle drivers so that assistance dog
owners who are blind can identify that the driver has been issued with a certificate.
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