
opportun i ty
vale of evesham

The Opportunity Vale of Evesham Project (OVoE) has been 
working in Evesham and four of the surrounding villages since 
2010. The project had four main aims:

What did the project achieve?

As the project comes to a close, 
we’re now evaluating what 
we achieved and what 
we learnt. A full project 
evaluation is underway 
and will be shared 
later in the year. In 
the meantime here 
are a few headline 
achievements in  
words and pictures.

•	To	improve	skills	and	confidence	levels
•	To improve health and well-being
•	To tackle fuel poverty
•	To strengthen communities



Skills	and	confidence	levels
85% of residents feel confident when 
dealing with public bodies - up from 
75% in 2010. 

Over 70 residents improved their skills 
through OVoE projects.

Health and well-being
Over 200 children and families have 
accessed the forest school in 
Evesham funded through OVoE.
The gap in self-reported good health 
between Wychavon residents and 
those living in OVoE areas has reduced 
from 20 points to 14 points

Fuel poverty
Over 200 homes have had insulation 
measures installed and energy audits 
carried out, saving residents £13,000 
per year. 

Delivering services differently
Door knocks proved an effective way of 
delivering services to the most vulnerable 
residents and yielded 414 referrals to a 
range of services. 



Stronger communities
More OVoE residents feel that they 
can influence decisions made about 
their local areas up from 33% in 2010 
to 39% in 2014.

Partnership working
Partner organisations feel that 
OVoE has changed the way that 
they work by developing lasting 
relationships and trialling new 
delivery methods.

Volunteering
Although the number of people 
volunteering has changed little since 
2010, there is a greater awareness about 
informal volunteering, especially in rural 
communities.

Improving the environment
Delivered new projects that improve 
the environment for residents, 
including play areas, open spaces 
and a forest school site.

Over the four years of the project the 
8 percentage point gap between 
OVoE residents’ satisfaction with their 
local area as a place to live and the 
rest of Wychavon has disappeared.



We’re now inviting

key partners who have been so crucial in the 
success of the project to an evaluation event 

on Friday 12th September 2014  
at the Civic Centre in Pershore. 

Breakfast will be available from 8.45am and  
the event will start at 9.30am, lasting two hours. 

It will include a short workshop about the 
Wychavon Rural Communities Programme, 

which is taking forward the best practice and 
learning from OVoE across the district. 

Invite

We have worked with a wide range of partners to deliver OVoE’s 
goals. In 2010 we held a launch event for the project where 
partners were able to come and get involved from the start. 
Over the years we have held a number of successful partner 
and community events to share our learning at key stages.

More information will be available nearer the time but if you or your 
organisation are interested in participating in the Rural Communities 

Programme please contact:

Tracy Perkins  
E: tracy.perkins@wychavon.gov.uk | T: 01386 565517

or

David Manning 
E: david.manning@wychavon.gov.uk | T: 01386 565478


