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1.0   Introduction 

1.1   Background and Site Details 

This assessment has been undertaken by WYG, on 

behalf of Beechcroft Land Ltd. The report was 

commissioned in order to assess the impacts of 

proposed development on the historic built 

environment in the vicinity of a site in Hampton 

Lovett, Droitwich Spa (The Site). A site visit was 

conducted by Emma Heeks on 12th September 2016, 

when inspections of The Site together with the 

surrounding built environment (from areas of public 

access) were undertaken.  

The Site is centred at approximately SO 88816 65451, 

and is sited off Kidderminster Road, south of Hampton 

Lovett (Figures 1-4), and consists of an irregularly 

shaped site of c. 13.1 hectares of which it is proposed 

to develop 8.1 hectares. The land is currently in use as 

pasture. The western boundary of the Site follows the 

line of the Kidderminster Road, and skirts the 

periphery of the Doverdale Park development, and the 

garden plot further south of Forest End. The northern 

boundary of the Site is the southern flank of The 

Forest, along which are a sited a number of residential 

buildings and a Grade I listed Church. A disused 

railway line forms the eastern boundary of the Site, 

and to the south tree-screening buffers the Site from 

the industrial estate situated there. The south-western 

boundary follows the course of the brook located in 

this area. 

Other documents have been referred to in the writing 

of this report and should also form important 

background reading for the report. These include (but 

not exclusively) the list descriptions for nearby listed 

buildings, and both national and local government 

policy and guidance.  

All drawings and photographs used in this report are 

for indicative purposes only and are not to be referred 

to for technical detail.  Reference should be made to 

the accompanying plans and photomontages 

submitted as part of the planning application.  

Figures 1-4: Site location 



1.0 Introduction 

1.2  Site Location 

Overview of Historic Mapping (Appendix C) 

In 1870-72 John Marius Wilson’s Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales describes the parish of Hampton Lovett 

as being entirely in the ownership of Sir John Pakington, with thirty-six houses containing a population of 185, and 

a reference to the ‘old but good’ parish church. 

The earliest Ordnance Survey Mapping available, dating from 1883-4, reflects this same position, with the rural 

character of the area clearly evident, consisting of scattered farmsteads and a small concentration of development 

adjacent to the church. This position remains unchanged through successive editions, save for some additional de-

velopment at the junction of the The Forest with Kidderminster Road in the 1930s. The greatest change to the plan-

form in the vicinity is the creation of the Hampton Lovett Workers’ Hostel, which is first recorded in the 1947 Aerial 

photograph, and presumably relates to accommodation for workers on the farms and plantations in the surrounding 

area.  

By 1968 the site of the Workers’ Hostel is reduced in footprint and labelled as the Civil Defence Training School, and 

the partial mapping available from the early 1970s shows development of the industrial estate to the south of the 

Site, adjacent to a residential development then referred to as Boycott. Mapping from 1986 shows the expansion of 

both the industrial estate and the residential area, which now appears to have been renamed Westlands. The pres-

ence of a further industrial estate to the west of the Site is recorded on mapping from this time, as is the contem-

poraneous usage of the former Training School as a Caravan Park. 

The expansion of the Stonebridge Cross Business Park further south-west towards the boundary of Westwood Park 

is recorded in its early stages in the mapping from 2006, with the present day situation illustrated in the 2016 map-

ping. 

  

Figure 5: Site Location—detailed 



2.0 Methodology 

 

Approach to Heritage Assessment 

This heritage assessment follows the 5-step process set out in Historic England’s Historic Environment Good Practice 

Advice in Planning Note 3: The Setting of Heritage Assets (2015) (GPA3) in order to assess the potential impact of 

proposed development on the setting and significance of the heritage assets identified. Where relevant, additional 

guidance, such as Seeing The History In The View (Historic England, 2012) and Supplementary Planning Guidance 

are utilised as part of the appraisal.  

 

Step 1: Identification of built heritage assets and their settings.  

A search of the Historic Environment Record (HER), together with the National Heritage List (NHL) and the 

Council’s website provides an initial list of potential heritage assets to be considered, including listed 

buildings, conservation areas, and other national or local heritage designations which may need to be 

considered. This is augmented with a site visit and additional research, where other buildings and structures 

not included in any of the above, but potentially considered as non-designated heritage assets, can be 

identified. Each heritage asset is visited, as far as public access allows, and its surroundings are examined 

in order to understand the degree to which elements of the surroundings allow for the building to be 

experienced or better understood, therefore identifying its setting, as defined within the NPPF.   

 

Step 2: Assess whether, how and to what degree these settings make a contribution to the significance of the 

heritage assets. 

In order to undertake this stage, the significance of the heritage assets has to be understood, whether 

designated or non-designated. Although there is no proscriptive method for assessing significance, this 

Appraisal utilises the heritage values1 set out in Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance (English 

Heritage, 2008), and considers each heritage asset against these values. Whilst the British Standard 

suggests a variety of additional potential values, the ones set out by in Conservation Principles are generally 

recognised as appropriate and proportionate values to assess. Once each heritage asset has been assessed 

against the five heritage values, and its significance is understood, an assessment of the contribution of 

setting to this significance can be undertaken. This is achieved through assessing each element of setting 

against the heritage values of the asset, and identifying whether it a positive, negative or neutral 

contribution, if any—and if so, identifying which heritage values it contributes to and how. The final stage is 

to identify the relative extent of significance arising from setting, in comparison to other sources of heritage 

value. 

 

Step 3: Assess the effect of the proposed development on the significance of the heritage assets.   

GPA3 sets out suggested, although non-exhaustive, potential attributes of a development which may affect 

the setting of heritage assets, which include location and siting of the development; the form and 

appearance of the development; other effects such as planting, lighting, noise, change to general character, 

and changes to skylines or built surroundings and spaces; permanence of the development; and longer 

term or consequential effects of the development. These are used as a guide and a basis from which to 

1 Aesthetic, evidential, historic and communal 
2 British Standard  BS7913:2013 
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assess how a development may alter a particular element of setting, and to understand which heritage 

values the proposed development may impact upon. Details of the design of the proposed development will 

often vary, and will range from initial concepts through to detailed plans and elevations, verified 

photographs and photomontages. Where details are lacking, assumptions based on professional judgement 

and knowledge can be used to undertake assessment—where this is the case, this will be set out clearly in 

the report, and caveated accordingly. Where harm is identified to the significance of a designated heritage 

asset, the nature of harm is explained, and the extent of harm to significance is set out in terms of 

substantial harm, or in degrees of less than substantial harm, as appropriate. Where harm is identified to 

the significance of a non-designated heritage asset, the nature of harm is set out in terms of high, 

moderate, low or negligible. This is in recognition that the NPPF differentiates the extent of weight to be 

afforded to the conservation of a heritage asset, dependant on its status of designation. Where benefit is 

identified, this is identified in terms of substantial, moderate, low or negligible, for the purpose of clarity. 

 

Step 4: Maximising enhancement and minimising harm 

Although this Step generally relates to identification and assessment of potential impact during design, and 

the subsequent mitigating harm through re-design, for the purposes of this assessment, this Step will be 

used to identify areas of where there is heritage benefit within the scheme, and/or elements of mitigation 

integral to the design (for instance, landscaping, or repairs to a listed building). In order to be able to 

undertake a quantitive balancing exercise between heritage benefit and heritage harm in the next Step, 

benefit is referred to in terms of substantial, moderate, low or negligible. 

 

Step 5: Making and documenting the decision and monitoring the outcomes   

As this final stage is explicitly for the decision-maker, this Step is not undertaken within this assessment. 

However, as any decision will be based on the compliance of the proposed scheme with legislation and 

policy at both national and local level, this Step is used to assess whether the scheme is in line with the 

requirements stemming from such. A synopsis of the identified impacts on each heritage asset is provided, 

followed by an assessment of cumulative harm on the surrounding historic built environment. Where both 

heritage harm and heritage benefits are identified, a balancing exercise of these is undertaken. Finally, the 

assessment will identify whether the proposed scheme is compliant with relevant legislation and policy, and 

whether any additional balancing of harm against public benefit is required. This final Step will take account 

of all relevant and up-to-date case-law as it pertains to the scheme, as well as the planning history of the 

site where relevant, including (but not exclusively) any previous applications, appeals, together with any 

formal or informal pre-application advice from both the Local Planning Authority and from Historic England. 

 

The appendices contain background information and reference material, including historic mapping, list descriptions, 

location of heritage assets, photographs, and all relevant paragraphs of legislation and relevant policies. This should 

all be referred to throughout these five Steps.  



3.0 Proposals 

 

The full proposals can be found in the documents and drawings which accompany the planning application, although 

Fig. 5 shows an illustration of the proposals for 181 residential units, together with associated infrastructure and 

green space. 

 

The proposal comprises residential development concentrated to the northern end of the site, dispersed around a 

primary access  road, with public amenity space distributed to the northern and southern boundaries. Existing areas 

of woodland to the south are retained, with SUDS provision to the south west. Development height is predominantly 

of two storeys, with a small number of three-storey properties located to the southern reaches of the developed 

area. 

Figure 6: Proposed Scheme 



4.0 Heritage Assets 

4.1 Introduction 

An inspection of the relevant databases and sources, including the Worcestershire Historic Environment Record 

(HER), the National Heritage List (NHL), and the Council's web-site, has identified a total of five listed buildings, con-

sisting of the Grade I listed Church of St Mary and All Saints, its Lychgate, listed at Grade II, and the Grade II listed 

monument to John Packingham. These assets lie adjacent to the Site’s northern boundary. Both the Grade II listed 

Hampton Farmhouse and The Rectory lie further north, beyond the Church. The Droitwich Conservation Area is iden-

tified as lying c. 1.5 km to the south-west of the Site, whilst the Grade II Registered Park and Garden of Westwood 

Park lies c. 600m to the south-east. 

 

Of these five listed buildings, the Rectory has been discounted from detailed analysis due to the degree of visual and 

physical separation – The Church and its associated structures have been considered further, due to their high sensi-

tivity. Hampton Farmhouse has some limited intervisibility with a small portion of the Site and is also considered fur-

ther. As such, Table 1 shows the listed buildings considered further in this report.  

NHL Ref Name Grade Distance from site 

1215375 Church of St Mary I 70 metres 

1288109 Lych gate about 70m south of 

Church of St Mary 

II 18 metres 

1288149 Pakington Memorial about 

15m south of the south porch 

of Church of St Mary 

II 38 metres 

1288148 Hampton Farmhouse II 500 metres 

Table 1—Listed Buildings considered in this report 

Figure 7: Location of heritage assets 



4.0  Heritage Assets 

4.2 Listed Buildings 

Church of St Mary (NHL 1215375) 

Description 

This Grade I listed Parish Church, located 70 metres to the north of 

the Site, dates from the early twelfth century, with alterations and 

additions during the period from the fourteenth to the sixteenth 

centuries. The asset was restored in 1858-9. 

The asset is constructed from ashlar sandstone, and roofed in tile. 

The nave is the earliest part of the Church, dating from the twelfth 

century and is of two bays’ length with fourteenth century 

fenestration. The west wall was rebuilt in the nineteenth century 

and tracery restored to the window. The north wall of the nave 

similarly has fourteenth century fenestration, and a twelfth century 

door (now blocked) having flanking columns with cushion capitals, 

continued to eaves level in pilaster form. The east bay is occupied 

by the mid-sixteenth century north chapel, flanked by the vestry 

which dates from the nineteenth-century. The chancel has fabric 

remaining from the twelfth century, with fourteenth and fifteenth 

century fenestration, with the chancel arch to the interior dating 

from the early fourteenth century. The arch from the nave to the 

north chapel dates from the fifteenth century, with an early 

fifteenth century arch between the chancel and the north chapel. 

The roof of the nave dates from the sixteenth century (restored in 

1859-9, with substantial early timber framing extant. The chancel 

and north chapel roofing construction dates from then nineteenth 

century. The interior of the church contains monuments dating 

from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, some fragments of 

sixteenth century armorial  glass to the windows, and a nineteenth 

century octagonal bowl to the fourteenth century base of the font.  

 

Setting 

The asset sits to the centre of its roughly triangular churchyard 

plot, which is heavily tree planted to its boundaries, and contains a 

number of gravestones and monuments, including the Grade II 

listed Pakington Memorial, with the Grade II listed Lych gate 

situated to the southern boundary. The asset’s wider setting 

encompasses the Grade II listed Rectory and Hampton Farmhouse 

to the north, together with the more recent nineteenth-century and 

later development along The Forest to the west. To the south the 

asset faces onto open pastureland, including the Site, with historic 

and more recent tree planting screening development to the south, 

with the exception of Doverdale Park. In  its current state the Site 

makes a positive contribution to the wider setting of the asset 

through the provision of rural context, although this contribution is 

partially eroded by the presence of Doverdale Park.  
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Significance 

The significance of this heritage asset derives principally from the 

historic and architectural special interest of its built fabric, as 

evidenced by its high level of designation. The construction 

methods and materials employed, the evolution of the asset’s 

planform, and the phasing of its architectural styling and quality of 

workmanship hold high levels of historic illustrative value, and a 

further high level of aesthetic value is derived from the quality of 

the built fabric. The setting of the asset contributes to the aesthetic 

value of the church through the provision of a rural context 

appropriate to its historic and present day function, with the 

immediate environs of the Church (its churchyard) contributing a 

further level to its significance through the communal value derived 

from the presence of funerary monuments. The historic functional 

link between the asset and the Rectory and Hampton Farmhouse to 

the north is a further important element of the asset’s wider 

setting, as it provides further context for the historic function of the 

Church within the rural community. The presence of neighbouring 

farmsteads, whilst discernible in historic mapping, is not readily 

legible or experienced in relation to the Church owing to the 

presence of post-war development to the south and west, and the 

presence of tree screening. The open setting of pastureland to the 

south of the church (including the Site) provides  a degree of rural 

context to the asset, and thus has some limited illustrative and 

aesthetic value, but is of lesser importance to the significance of 

the asset than its churchyard setting and relationship to heritage 

assets to the north.   

 



4.0  Heritage Assets 

4.2 Listed Buildings 

Lych Gate  about 70 metres south of the Church of St 

Mary (NHL 1288109) 

Description 

The Lych Gate to the Church of St Mary lies c. 18m to the north 

of the Site, and is of timber-frame construction dating from the 

mid-nineteenth century. Raised from an ashlar sandstone plinth, 

the asset has a king post structure with herring bone strutting to 

the east and west gables. The north and south gablets have 

crossed struts giving quatrefoil panels. The gates themselves are 

crossed-braced with cast iron fleurs-de-lys rails and ornamental 

strap hinges. 

Setting 

The setting of the heritage asset comprises the Church of St Mary 

and its churchyard to the north, and The Forest to the south, 

along which access to the Church and churchyard is obtained. 

Further south, the wider setting of the asset includes open 

pastureland (including the Site) and woodland adjacent, whilst to 

the west the asset is experienced in relation to residential 

development flanking The Forest. In its current state the Site is 

considered to contribute positively to the wider setting of the 

asset. 

Significance 

The significance of the Lych Gate resides primarily in the historic 

value of its function and in its relationship to the Grade I Church 

of St Mary. The historic and present-day function of the asset 

furnishes it with a degree of communal value, and its materials 

and method of construction endow it with aesthetic value. Whilst 

the rural context provided by the surrounding countryside, 

including the Site, generates a degree of aesthetic value, and 

provides a small degree of historic illustrative value in terms of 

the development of the hamlet of Hampton Lovett, this is a very 

minor element of the Lych Gate’s significance, with the functional 

relationship of the asset to the Church of St Mary being the 

element of setting providing the fundamental significance of the 

asset, together with its typology, and to a lesser degree the 

survival of its historic fabric.   
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Pakington Memorial about 15 metres south of South 

Porch of Church of St Mary (NHL 1288149) 

Description 

Sited c. 38 metres to the north of the Site, this Grade II listed 

monument dates from c. 1841, and is constructed of 

sandstone ashlar. The asset has a three-stage octagonal base 

supporting an octagonal shaft capped by a finial with statuary 

surmounted by a Latin cross. The monument was erected for 

Augusta Anne, the Lady Pakington.  

Setting 

The setting of the monument is the churchyard plot of the 

Church of St Mary, and consequently both the Church and the 

Lych Gate have principal roles in the setting of the asset. 

Owing to its relatively diminutive stature, and the screening 

presence of the Lych Gate and tree planting within the 

grounds of the churchyard, views of the asset from beyond the 

churchyard boundaries are very limited. Consequently, whilst 

the Site has a positive role within the wider setting of the 

asset, it is not directly in relationship to it, and its contribution 

is therefore reduced. 

Significance 

The Pakington Memorial is a heritage asset of high 

significance, with this significance principally deriving from the 

historic and aesthetic values embodied in its fabric. The 

Pakington family were owners of Westwood House and Park 

(discussed below) and historically owned all of the land in the 

vicinity of Hampton Lovett. They were significant patrons of 

the Church, with several monuments extant documenting their 

involvement with the asset. The illustrative and associative 

values of this heritage asset are therefore of primary 

importance in establishing its significance, together with the 

aesthetic value derived from its form and composition. The 

immediate churchyard setting provides important historic 

context to the asset, and whilst the Site provides rural context 

to the memorial and has a very small degree of historic 

associative value, this is of less significance to the heritage 

asset than the values furnished by its immediate setting.   
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4.2 Listed Buildings 

Hampton Farmhouse (NHL 1288148) 

Description 

Sited c. 500 metres to the north of the Site, this Grade II listed 

farmhouse dates from the late seventeenth/ early eighteenth 

century, and is of red-brick construction with a machine tiled 

roof. Raised over three stories from a three bay plan, with a 

central entrance, the principal façade of the asset terminates 

in a dentilled brick cornice. Fenestration is of three-light 

casement type, under segmental heads. 

Setting 

The setting of the asset is principally its garden plot, to which 

it is centrally located, and the buildings adjacent, now 

apparently converted to residential usage and much altered,  

which contain remnants of the historic courtyard plan of the 

working farm. In the wider context, the asset’s setting is 

contributed to by the Rectory (Grade II listed) which lies 

adjacent to the east, and by the Church of St Mary lying 

further south, although clear views of the Grade I asset are 

curtailed to some extent by the presence of dense mature 

tree planting to the churchyard boundary. The Site forms a 

small part of the wider rural setting of the historic farm, but is 

only visible in one limited incidental view, owing to tree 

planting, and orientation. In its current state the Site makes a 

negligible contribution to the setting of the asset.  

Significance 

Hampton Farmhouse is a heritage asset of high significance, 

with this significance principally deriving from the historic and 

architectural values embodied in its fabric. Its immediate 

setting makes some limited contribution to its historic value 

through illustrating the footprint of the historic farm complex, 

although conversion of the buildings immediately adjacent has 

diluted the agricultural character. The relationship, in the 

wider setting, to the Rectory and the Church of St Mary, form 

a secondary important aspect of setting to the asset, as these 

buildings (and their wider relation to the Pakington family 

seat) form the basis for historic settlement in the area. Whilst 

the Site furnishes the asset with a very small element of rural 

context, its role within the overall significance of the asset is 

neutral.  
Image courtesy of  Images of England 
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 Droitwich Spa Conservation Area 

 

Description 

This conservation area was designated in 

November 1974 and extended in 1980, covering 

the historic core of the town, tracing the 

development from its Roman origins through to 

its period of popularity as a Victorian and 

Edwardian Spa resort. 

 

The legibility of this evolution is derived from the 

extant examples of historic built fabric and the 

contrasts in plan form evident from its distinct 

phases of development.  

 

The Droitwich Conservation Area Appraisal 

(adopted in 2013) provides a comprehensive 

assessment of the area’s special interest, dividing 

the area into six character areas which display 

distinct characteristics of development within the 

area as a whole. A brief summary of these 

defined areas and their contribution to the special 

interest of the Droitwich Conservation Areas is as 

follows: 

 

Dodderhill 

Dodderhill rises over Vines Park as a visible presence on the northern periphery of the Droitwich Conservation Area, 

with the most dominant feature being the medieval church of St Augustine, built in the twelfth century, replacing 

the earlier seventh century minster church, itself on the site of a first century Roman Fort, the earliest known 

administration centre for the salt production for which the town is renowned. 

 

Vines Park 

This area covers part of the former brine extraction and salt mining areas, encompassing one of the three former 

main wells (Upwich) and includes the canal and former areas of nineteenth century factories and workers’ housing. 

It is designated as a Scheduled Monument for its extensive archaeological potential. 

 

High Street, Friar Street, St Andrew’s Street and Queen Street 

Forming the town’s Saxon and Medieval core, and its old commercial area, this collection of streets are characterised 
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by their narrow planform, back-to-pavement historic building frontages, dating mostly from the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries, and in many cases incorporating earlier building fabric to the rear of the plots. Roof heights 

and scale vary, being a mix of one, two and three storeys, with the latter predominating towards the approach to 

the market place. Despite redevelopment the medieval plan-form of the street layout is still legible in the tight grain 

of the linear plots and through the presence of the back lane, and historic boundary walls. 

 

Victoria Square and St Andrew’s Road 

This area depicts the nineteenth century planned extension of Droitwich, incorporating the St Andrews Brine Baths 

and associated hotels. The scale of the architecture is grander, befitting its public status and in combination with 

the spacious layout and associated tree planting, gives the area a refined and gentle character suited to its historic 

function as a place of genteel relaxation.   

  

Lido Park and St Peter’s Fields 

The former Brine Baths Park was endowed for use by spa visitors and later extended into St Peter’s fields. It is a 

substantial area of open space adjacent to the historic town centre, where the formality of park planting gives way 

to a more naturally landscaped environment, enhanced by the presence of extensive tree planting and natural water 

features. 

 

Lyttleton Road 

Constructed contemporaneously with the nineteenth century transformation of the spa town, this residential area 

comprises individual detached houses dating from the late nineteenth and early-to-mid twentieth centuries. 

Buildings are set back from the road on substantial plots, with street trees and planting within gardens giving a 

leafy and spacious character. The architectural idiom broadly follows that of the spa development of Droitwich, 

creating a strong character and link with the historic core. 

 

Setting 

The setting of the conservation area generally comprises post-war residential development, with key views broadly 

focused north-south within Lido Park, and east-west along Vines Park. The dense urban grain of the Saxon and 

Medieval core focuses views east-west rather than outward towards other character areas of the Conservation Area. 

The elevated situation of the Church of St Augustine in the Dodderhill area of the Conservation Area grants long 

views across the town to the south, but the dense tree screening to the north, east and west of the asset means 

that there are no views in these directions despite its elevated position. 

 

The Site, being located 1.5km to the north-east of the Conservation Area is in closest proximity to the Dodderhill 

Character Area, but there is no intervisibility owing to the level of screening. The physical presence of Dodderhill 

itself prevents any experience of the Site in relation to the other character areas identified within the Conservation 

Area, and thus the Site can be considered as making no contribution to the setting of the Conservation Area. 
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 Significance 

Droitwich Conservation Area derives its significance from the evidential and historic illustrative values of the legibility 

of its planform and from the presence of archaeological and built heritage assets within its boundaries. The open 

spaces of Vines Park and Lido Park enable the experience of significant phases of the town’s development, and the 

elevated situation of St Augustine’s Church allows for the appreciation of the historic expansion and development of 

the core of the town in views southward. The setting of the Conservation Area, being almost wholly post-war 

residential development is considered to make no contribution to the character or appearance of the asset and 

owing to the lack of intervisibility the wider setting, including the Site, is likewise considered to make no 

contribution to the significance of the asset. 

Consequently, Droitwich Conservation Area will be 

discounted from further consideration within this 

report. 
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4.4 Registered Parks & Gardens 

Westwood Park 

Description 

This Grade II Registered Park and Garden (NHL 1000899) 

was designated in February 1986, and comprises the his-

toric estate of Westwood House, which comprises 

c.240ha. 

Westwood was a nunnery in the Middle Ages, passing at 

the Dissolution to John Pakington, who built a hunting 

box at the estate and moved his principal residence to 

Westwood from Hampton Lovett after the Civil War. The 

estate remained in the ownership of the Pakington family 

until c. 1900, and the house came into the ownership of 

Lord Dovedale. Upon the death of his heir, the property 

was sold and eventually converted into flats. The park 

passed into separate ownership and by the late twentieth 

century had been intensively farmed. 

 There are many listed buildings associated with the 

Grade II listed Park, including four Grade I listed buildings 

and one listed at Grade II*, with a further thirteen grade 

II listed buildings within the grounds, the majority of 

which date from the nineteenth-century, although there is 

an eighteenth century wooden Chinoiserie summerhouse 

amongst these (See Appendix B for a full list of the asso-

ciated buildings). 

The  garden’s listing description states that the principal 

dwelling of Westwood House, which is Grade I listed 

(NHL 1173950) and situated to the centre of the park on 

raised ground, has “commanding views” of the surround-

ing parkland, particularly from the upper storeys. No in-

spection was made of the property with it being in private 

ownership, and thus the extent of the views available is 

not known.  It is, however, likely that views are contained within the perimeter planting of the wider park, and fo-

cussed along established avenues, a remnant of one of which is extant to the east of the house.  

The garden was recorded in the late seventeenth century in Johannes Kip’s series of engravings, which showed for-

mal gardens to the north and south of the house and a diamond shaped east forecourt crossed by the main ap-

proach to the house. Nothing of this planned garden survives, with the earliest feature now remaining within the 

landscaped element of the park being the Great Pool, which was created when the land was imparked in 1618. Kip’s 

illustration shows the wider park to be planted with oaks, with rides radiating out from the house reaching to a cir-

cuit ride c. 300 metres from the house. Oaks were still reported in the wider planting of the park toward the end of 

the eighteenth century. 

The majority of the extant garden planting dates either the nineteenth century, in the case of specimen tree plant-

ing and topiaried yew hedging, with the boundary walling dating predominantly from the eighteenth century, alt-

hough there is a section of earlier walling dating from the seventeenth century in the vicinity of the walled Kitchen 
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4.4 Registered Parks & Gardens 

Garden, which itself probably dates from the mid to late eighteenth century, and is sited on the historic site of the 

original nunnery. 

The southern part of the wider parkland, between the Ombersley and Droitwich Lodges, is bounded by a nineteenth 

century brick wall with clay coping stones, and is predominantly in use as arable farmland. Extant historic features, 

in addition to the Great Pool and remnant avenue previously mentioned, are identified as two historic fishponds 

north and north-west of the house, and two plantations: Bowling Green Plantation 300 metres east of the house, 

which post-dates 1883, and Broadfield Plantation and belt planting around the south-eastern part of the park. 

Setting 

The setting of the asset, particularly to the north-east, east and south-east has been heavily altered by the post-war 

development of Droitwich Spa and the urban spread of residential development westward  to where it abuts the 

perimeter planting belt of Westwood Park for considerable stretches.. To the north-east of the asset, between it and 

the proposed development Site, lies the Business Park and Industrial Estate situated either side (to the north east 

and south-west) of Wassage Coppice.  To the north-west of the asset, beyond Nunnery Wood, the ground level ris-

es, and consists of mainly arable land associated with the cluster of historic farmsteads to the west of the Park and 

those (historic and otherwise) to the north-east in the vicinity of Doverdale. The western boundary setting  of the 

Park remains substantially undeveloped and retains a rural and agricultural character, although the experience of 

this wider setting from within the Park is limited by the density of planting associated with Nunnery Wood, and the 

rise in topography further south along Warren Bank. 

Significance 

Westwood Park is a heritage asset of high significance as attested by its designation. The significance derives pri-

marily from the high levels of survival of historic built fabric associated with Westwood house and its ancillary struc-

tures, which provide historic illustrative value in depicting how the asset has changed and developed over the 

course of its life. As much of the historic landscaping associated with the park has been lost, the remnants which 

remain are important features in depicting its previous form and status. The intensive farming of most of the 

grounds, undertaken throughout the majority of the twentieth century, has probably removed much evidential ma-

terial which might have existed to describe the former appearance of the park and formal grounds. The extant 

buildings on the Site have substantial historic and architectural special interest in their own right, and cumulatively 

as a group, with the park providing an important element of their settings. The contribution of the setting of the 

park to its significance has been eroded significantly to the east, with the expansion associated with Droitwich Spa, 

to the extent that the contribution of setting to the asset is formed primarily of the farmsteads and arable character 

of the land to the west. The Site forms a minute part of the asset’s wider setting, but is substantially screened by 

intervening development and planting associated with the historic park. Any intervisibility is likely to be negligible in 

contributing to the setting of the asset, with no contribution to its significance. Consequently Westwood Park will not 

be considered further in this report. 

 



5.0 Impact Assessment 

 

This stage of the assessment will consider both the impact of the proposed development on the significance of each 

of the heritage assets in turn, and will then examine the potential for maximising enhancement and/or minimising 

harm, where identified. In examining the impact of the proposed development on the significance of the identified 

heritage assets, consideration is given to the scale, massing, design, materials, location, and topography of the Site 

and the proposed scheme, and the degree to which these may alter the way in which the Site contributes, or 

otherwise, to the significance of the identified heritage assets.  

 

Church of St Mary 

This heritage asset is of high status, as attested by its designation, and the above assessment has established that 

the area covered by the Site currently makes some limited positive contribution to the significance of the asset 

through the provision of rural context. The rural nature of the this element of the asset’s setting has been 

somewhat eroded by the presence of Doverdale Park, with the asset experienced in the context of this development 

in views south. The retention of a green space buffer and provision of public footpaths in the vicinity of the Church 

will allow the asset to be appreciated within a semi-rural context, although the pastoral nature of the present wider 

setting will be somewhat reduced. The significance of the asset’s setting however, derives principally from its 

churchyard plot, historic functional connections to the Rectory and Farms adjacent, and in its associative 

connection—via the Pakington family—to Westwood Park. None of these elements of the asset’s significance are 

impacted by the proposed development, and neither is the asset’s historic and architectural special interest, which 

is the principal reason for its designation. In material terms, the proposals preserve the current wider setting of the 

Church, that being open green space, beyond which post-war development is glimpsed, and do not impact on any 

other aspect of significance. It is considered therefore that the significance of the asset is preserved, with no harm 

resulting from the proposals. 

 

Lych gate c. 70 metres south of Church of St Mary 

The lych gate is a heritage asset of high status, with its significance primarily deriving from its historic and 

architectural special interest. The asset’s functional and visual connection to the Church of St Mary constitutes the 

principal element of setting that contributes to its significance. The loss of the pastoral character of the wider 

setting has a very minor visual aesthetic impact to the asset, but does not affect the contextual importance of the 

Church to its setting, nor its historic and architectural special interest. In terms of the significance of the asset, it is 

considered that the proposals will have a negligible impact on the setting of the asset, with no harm to its 

significance resulting. 

 

Pakington Memorial c.  15 metres south of Church of St Mary 

As established in the assessment above, the significance of this asset derives from its historic and architectural 

special interest, which is largely embedded in the associative historic value of the Pakington Family, and their 

connection to the Church of St Mary. The immediate environs of the churchyard form the principal element of 

setting of the asset, with the historic functional and visual links to the Church of St Mary being fundamental to its 

significance. None of these elements are impacted by the proposals, which will effect only the wider setting of the 



5.0 Impact Assessment 

 

asset, which has a negligible contribution to its significance. With the proposals undertaken, the contribution of the 

wider setting will remain negligible to the asset, with no harm resulting as a consequence of development. 

 

Hampton Farmhouse 

The significance of this asset resides primarily in its architectural and historical values, to which the elements of the 

setting have a limited degree of contribution. However it has been demonstrated through assessment that the Site 

has a neutral contribution to the asset’s significance, and development of the Site along the lines proposed will not 

materially alter this and there will therefore be no impact on, and therefore, no harm to, the asset’s significance 

resulting from development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6.0 Decision-making 

 

As already discussed, although the decision-making of the application is within the role of the Local Planning 

Authority, in making their decision, they will have consideration of legislation and policy (at both national and local 

level). As such, this section will firstly examine the relevant legislation and national policies, followed by an 

assessment of the scheme against relevant legislation and policy. 

 

Legislation and Policy 

Legislation regarding listed buildings and conservation areas is set out in the Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (the 1990 Act). Section 66(1) of this Act states that, in exercising their role as decision

-makers on planning applications which affect a listed building or its setting, a Local Planning Authority should have 

special regard to the desirability of preserving the buildings or its settings. Section 72(1) refers to the special 

attention to be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of a conservation 

area. 

 

Paragraphs 126-141 of the National Planning Policy Framework (the NPPF) relate to the conservation of the historic 

environment. These paragraphs set out an approach for decision-making, taking into account both harm to the 

significance of a heritage asset, the extent of such harm, and, in the case of designated heritage assets, the need to 

weigh harm against public benefit. The NPPF also sets out, at paragraph 128, the requirement for applicants to 

describe the significance of any heritage asset potentially affected by a proposed development, sufficiently and 

proportionately, in order to be able to understand the potential impact of proposed development on the heritage 

asset. It also states the need for clear and convincing justification for harm to or loss of a heritage asset (whether 

designated or not). Furthermore, the NPPF requires Local Planning Authorities to identify and assess the significance 

of heritage assets, and to take this assessment into account when considering the potential impact of a proposed 

development, to avoid or minimise where possible, any conflict between the heritage asset and the proposed 

development. Thus, the NPPF requires a thorough assessment of the impact of proposals upon setting, which needs 

to be proportionate to both the significance of the heritage asset, and the degree to which proposed changes 

enhance or detract from that significance and the ability to appreciate it. 

 

The meaning and effect of these duties have been considered by the courts in recent cases, including the Court of 

Appeal decision in relation to Barnwell Manor Wind Energy Ltd v East Northamptonshire District Council [2014] 

EWCA civ 137. 

The Court agreed with the High Court’s judgment that Parliament’s intention in enacting Section 66(1) was that 

decision-makers should give “considerable importance and weight” to the desirability of preserving the setting of 

listed buildings. 

 

The Court of Appeal Judgment of Mordue v South Northamptonshire Council [2015] EWBC 539 (Admin) in examining 

the compliance of the approach for decision-making set out in the NPPF with the requirements set out in the 1990 

Act, found that “a decision-maker who works through those paragraphs [paragraphs 131-134] in accordance with 

their terms will have complied with the section 66(1) duty”. Thus, the approach set out in the NPPF for assessment 
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and decision-making relating to heritage assets, complies with the special regard for the desirability of preserving a 

listed building or its setting. It can be assumed that these tests also comply with the requirements set out in section 

72(1) of the 1990 Act, relating to the special attention to be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 

character or appearance of a conservation area. 

 

In terms of Local Plan policy, the South Worcestershire Development Plan replaced the Wychavon District Local Plan 

(2006), when it was adopted on 25th February 2016. Policy relating to heritage relevant to the application is 

contained within Policies SWDP 6, which outlines general heritage policy, and SWDP 24, which relates specifically to 

management of heritage assets. Policies are quoted in full  in Appendix A of this report, but it is noted here that they 

are compliant with the NPPF in regard to having a balanced and proportional approach to the understanding of 

significance and its safeguarding in relation to heritage assets. 

 

There is currently no Neighbourhood Area Designation or Neighbourhood Plan in preparation for Droitwich. 

 

The Droitwich Spa Conservation Area Appraisal (Adopted 2013) was referred to in the preparation of this report. 

 

 

 

 

 



7.0 Conclusion 

 

This report has appraised the historic built environment in the vicinity of the proposed development consisting of 

residential development and associated parking and highways infrastructure. Specifically, it has assessed the 

impact of the proposed development on the setting and significance of the Grade I Church of St Mary, the Grade II 

listed Lych Gate and Pakington Memorial within the Churchyard, and the Grade II listed Hampton Farmhouse. 

Owing to their distance from the Site, topography, orientation and consequent lack of intervisibility,  the Droitwich 

Spa Conservation Area and the Grade II Registered Park and Garden of Westwood Park were discounted from 

consideration. 

The proposed development has been identified as having a negligible/neutral impact on the settings of four 

heritage assets in the vicinity of the Site, with no impact on their significance. As such, the proposals have been 

shown to preserve the special architectural and historic interest of the four listed buildings. 

It is therefore considered that the proposed development is in accordance with the guidance on Cultural Heritage 

within the NPPF, and with the requirements set out at Section 66(1) and Section 72(1) of the Planning (Listed 

Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, and with Local Plan policies relating to the historic built environment.  

As such, this report concludes that there are no heritage-based reasons for the application to be refused, and that, 

in line with the statutory requirements and guidance, the application should be approved. 
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Appendix A—National and Local Planning Policy & Guidance 

 

The current policy regime identifies, through the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), that applicants should consider the potential impact of development on 

Heritage Assets. This term includes both designated heritage assets, which possess a statutory designation (for 

example listed buildings, conservation areas, and registered parks and gardens), as well as undesignated heritage 

assets.  

Legislation 

Where any development may have a direct or indirect effect on designated heritage assets, there is a legislative 

framework to ensure the proposals are considered with due regard for their impact on the historic environment.  

Primary legislation under Section 66(1) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 states 

that in considering whether to grant planning permission for development which affects a listed building or its set-

ting, the Local Planning Authority or Secretary of State, as relevant, shall have special regard to the desirability of 

preserving the building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses.  

As stated in Section 69 of the Act, a conservation area (CA) is an “area of special architectural or historic interest 

the character and the appearance of which is desirable to preserve or enhance”. It is the duty of local authorities 

to designate such areas, and to use their legal powers to safeguard and enhance the special qualities of these 

areas within the framework of controlled and positive management of change. Further to this, Section 72 of the 

1990 Act states that in exercising all planning functions, Local Planning Authorities must have special regard to 

the desirability of preserving or enhancing conservation areas.  

The meaning and effect of these duties have been considered by the courts in recent cases, including the Court of 

Appeal decision in relation to Barnwell Manor Wind Energy Ltd v East Northamptonshire District Council [2014] 

EWCA civ 137. 

The Court agreed with the High Court’s judgment that Parliament’s intention in enacting Section 66(1) was that 

decision-makers should give “considerable importance and weight” to the desirability of preserving the setting of 

listed buildings. 

National Planning Policy 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (March 2012) 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), published 27th March 2012, sets out the Government’s planning 

policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.  

When determining Planning Applications the NPPF directs LPAs to apply the approach of presumption in favour of 

sustainable development; the ‘golden thread’ which is expected to run through the plan-making and decision-

taking activities. However, it should be noted that this is expected to apply except where this conflicts with other 

policies contained within the NPPF, inclusive of those covering the protection of designated heritage assets, as set 

out in paragraph 14 of the NPPF. 

Section 7 of the NPPF, ‘Requiring Good Design’ (Paragraphs 56 to 68), reinforces the importance of good design 

in achieving sustainable development by ensuring the creation of inclusive and high quality places. This section of 

the NPPF affirms, in paragraph 58, the need for new design to function well and add to the quality of the area in 

which it is built; establish a strong sense of place; and respond to local character and history, by reflecting the 

built identity of the surrounding area. 

Section 12, ‘Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment’ (Paragraphs 126-141), relates to developments 

that have an effect upon the historic environment. This is the guidance to which local authorities need to refer 

when setting out a strategy in their Local Plans for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment. 

This should be a positive strategy and should include heritage assets which are most at risk through neglect, de-

cay or other threats. It is also noted that heritage assets should be conserved in a manner appropriate to their 

significance. For clarification, the NPPF provides definitions of terms relating to the historic environment. For the 
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purposes of this report, the following are important to note:  

 Heritage asset: This is a building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a degree of 

significance meriting consideration in planning decisions. These include designated heritage assets and assets 

identified by the local planning authority; and 

 Significance: The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. This 

interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage 

asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. 

The NPPF advises local authorities to take into account the following points when drawing up strategies for the con-

servation and enjoyment of the historic environment, and when determining planning applications: 

 The desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and preserving them in a viable 

use consistent with their conservation;  

 The wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that the conservation of the historic environ-

ment can bring;  

 The desirability of new development in making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness; 

and 

 Opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to the character of a place.  

Paragraph 128 of the NPPF states that LPAs, when determining applications for development, should require appli-

cants to describe the significance of the heritage assets affected and the contribution made by their setting. Adding 

that the level of detail provided should be proportionate to the significance of the asset and sufficient to understand 

the impact of the proposal on this significance.  

According to Paragraph 129, LPAs should also identify and assess the significance of a heritage asset that may be 

affected by a proposal and should take this assessment into account when considering the impact upon the heritage 

asset.  

Paragraphs 132 to 136 consider the impact of a proposed development upon the significance of a heritage asset. 

Paragraph 132 emphasises that when a new development is proposed, great weight should be given to the asset’s 

conservation and that the more important the asset, the greater this weight should be. It is noted within this para-

graph that significance can be harmed or lost through the alteration or destruction of the heritage asset or by devel-

opment within its setting.  

Paragraph 134 advises that where a development will cause less than substantial harm to the significance of a desig-

nated heritage asset, this harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal, including securing its 

optimum viable use.  

The NPPF, therefore, continues the philosophy of that was upheld in PPS5 in moving away from narrow or prescrip-

tive attitudes towards development within the historic environment, towards intelligent, imaginative and sustainable 

approaches to managing change. English Heritage characterised this new approach, now reflected in the NPPF, as 

'constructive conservation'. This is defined as “a positive and collaborative approach to conservation that focuses on 

actively managing change.… the aim is to recognise and reinforce the historic significance of places, while accommo-

dating the changes necessary to ensure their continued use and enjoyment”. (Constructive Conservation in Practice, 

English Heritage, 2009). 
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National Planning Guidance 

National Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) (March 2014)  

Guidance has recently been adopted in order to support the NPPF. This does not supersede PPS 5: Historic Environ-

ment Planning Practice Guide (DCLG, DCMS, English Heritage, 2010). It reiterates that conservation of heritage as-

sets in a manner appropriate to their significance is a core planning principle. It also states, conservation is an ac-

tive process of maintenance and managing change, requiring a flexible and thoughtful approach. Furthermore, it 

highlights that neglect and decay of heritage assets is best addressed through ensuring they remain in active use 

that is consistent with their conservation. Importantly, the guidance states that if complete, or partial loss of a herit-

age asset is justified, the aim should then be to capture and record the evidence of the asset’s significance, and 

make the interpretation publicly available. Key elements of the guidance relate to assessing harm. It states, an im-

portant consideration should be whether the proposed works adversely affect a key element of the heritage asset’s 

special architectural or historic interest. Adding, it is the degree of harm, rather than the scale of development that 

is to be assessed. The level of ‘substantial harm’ is stated to be a high bar, that may not arise in many cases. Essen-

tially, whether a proposal causes substantial harm will be a judgment for the decision taker, having regard to the 

circumstances of the case and the NPPF. 
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Local Policy  

SWDP 6: Historic Environment 

A. Development proposals should conserve and enhance heritage assets, including assets of potential archaeologi-

cal interest, subject to the provisions of SWDP 24.Their contribution to the character of the landscape or town-

scape should be protected in order to sustain the historic quality, sense of place, environmental quality and eco-

nomic vibrancy of south Worcestershire. 

 

B. Development proposals will be supported where they conserve and enhance the significance of heritage assets, 

including their setting. In particular this applies to: 

i. Designated heritage assets; i.e. listed buildings, conservation areas, scheduled monuments, registered parks 

and gardens and registered battlefields, as well as undesignated heritage assets. 

ii. The historic landscape, including locally distinctive settlement patterns, field systems, woodlands and commons 

and historic farmsteads and smallholdings. 

iii. Designed landscapes, including parkland, gardens, cemeteries, churchyards, public parks, urban open spaces 

and industrial, military or institutional landscapes. 

iv. Archaeological remains of all periods. 

v. Historic transportation networks and infrastructure including roads and trackways, canals, river navigations, 

railways and their associated industries. 

vi. The historic core of the cathedral city of Worcester, with its complex heritage of street and plot patterns, build-

ings, open spaces and archaeological remains, along with their settings and views of the city. 

vii. The civic, religious and market cores of south Worcestershire’s city, town and village fabric with their wide va-

riety of building styles, materials and street and plot patterns. 

 

SWDP24: Management of the Historic Environment 

A. Development proposals affecting heritage assets will be considered in accordance with the Framework, relevant 

legislation and published national and local guidance. 

B. Proposals likely to affect the significance of a heritage asset, including the contribution made by its setting, 

should be accompanied by a description of its significance in sufficient detail to allow the potential impacts to be 

adequately assessed. Where there is potential for heritage assets with archaeological interest to be affected, this 

description should be informed by available evidence, desk-based assessment and, where appropriate, field evalu-

ation to establish the significance of known or potential heritage assets. 

 

C. The sympathetic and creative reuse and adaptation of historic buildings will be encouraged. Such proposals, 

and other proposals for enabling development that provide a sustainable future for heritage assets identified as at 

risk, will be considered in accordance with SWDP 24 A. 

 

D. Where a material change to a heritage asset has been agreed, recording and interpretation should be under-
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taken to document and understand the asset’s archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic significance. The 

scope of the recording should be proportionate to the asset’s significance and the impact of the development on the 

asset. The information and understanding gained should be made publicly available, as a minimum through the rele-

vant Historic Environment Record and where appropriate at the asset itself through on-site interpretation. 
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Name: Church of St Mary 

List entry Number: 1215375 

County: Worcestershire  

District: Wychavon 

District Type: District Authority 

Parish: Hampton Lovett 

Grade: I 

Date first listed: 14 Mar 1969 

Date of most recent amendment: N/A 

Details 

 
Parish church. Early C12 with C14 to C16 alterations and additions; restoration of 1858-9. Sandstone ashlar, tile 

roof. C12 nave, C16 south porch with tower over, C14 chancel, north (St Anne's) chapel built c1474, rebuilt 1561 for 

the Pakingtons. Tower and porch: four stages, crenellated parapet, diagonal buttresses; belfry (top) stage: 2-light 
windows with quatrefoil over, first and second have square headed windows; ground floor: porch has outer door-

way with double chamfered 2-centred head, inner doorway of two moulded continuous orders. Nave: two bays; 
south wall: west bay occupied by porch and tower, east bay has late C14 window of two lights under 2-centred 

head; west wall rebuilt 1858-9, jambs of window reset, tracery restored in C14 style, three lights; north wall: 2-light 

late C14 window to west, roughly central, a blocked C12 north door with semi-circular head and shafts with cushion 
capitals; set in jambs continued up to eaves as pilaster buttresses; east bay occupied by north chapel: almost en-

tirely of 1561, with north vestry of 1858-9 flanked by two reset windows of c1414, of 2 and 3 cinquefoil headed 
lights under square heads; east window of 1561 with five Tudor arched lights under a square head. Chancel: angle 

buttresses, south wall partially C12, of two bays, two early C15 two-light windows under square heads, blodked 
priests door between them; east window: late C14 with three trefoil headed lights. Interior: chancel arch of early 

C14, 2-centred with two orders continuous down jambs; 2-centred arch from nave to north chapel of 1858-9; early 

C15 arch betwen chancel and north chapel, 4-centred head of two orders; piscina in south wall of chancel with tre-
foil head. Roofs: nave: C16 restored 1858-9, four bays with moulded cambered tie-beams, two queen struts (no 

collar) and moulded purlins; an earlier, crenellated, beam is embedded in the wall above the chancel arch; chancel: 
four bay wooden barrel vault of 1858-9; north chapel: five bay arch braced collar roof of 1858-9. Fittings: chancel: 

chest tomb of Sir John Pakington, died 1551, set in north wall, with much restored canopy above; nave: wall me-

morial to Henry Hammond, died 1660, framed by Corinthian columns, armorial bearing above, signed by Joshua 
Marshall of London; north chapel: memorial to Sir John Pakington, reclining effigy on chest tomb with wall tablet 

behind, signed by J Rose of London. Glass: some fragments of armorial glass of 1561 in north window of nave; 
chancel east window by John Hardman. Font: C19 octagonal bowl on C14 moulded octagonal base. (VCH 3, pp 156-

7; BoE, p 183). 
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Name: Lych Gate about 70 metres south of the Church of St Mary  

List entry Number: 1288109 

County: Worcestershire  

District: Wychavon 

District Type: District Authority 

Parish: Hampton Lovett 

Grade: II 

Date first listed: 14 Mar 1969 

Date of most recent amendment: N/A 

Details 

 
Lych gate. Mid-C19. Timber-frame on sandstone ashlar plinth, tiled roof. East and west gables in herringbone strut-

ting from king post, north and south gablets with crossed struts giving quatrefoil panels. Ornamental cross- braced 

gates with cast iron fleurs-de-lys rails and ornamental strap hinges. 
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Name: Pakington Memorial about 15 metres south of south porch of Church of St Mary  

List entry Number:1288149 

County: Worcestershire  

District: Wychavon 

District Type: District Authority 

Parish: Hampton Lovett 

Grade: II 

Date first listed: 14 Mar 1969 

Date of most recent amendment: 26-Jun-1985 

Details 

 
Cross. c1841. Possibly by Philip Hardwick. Octagonal base in three stages supporting octagonal shaft capped by finial 

with four small statues, surmounted by a Latin cross. Inscription, mostly illegible, to Augusta Anne Lady Pakington, 

died 1841. (BoE p 183). 
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Name: Westwood Park 

List entry Number: 1000899 

County: Worcestershire  

District: Wychavon 

District Type: District Authority 

Parish: Doverdale, Droitwich Spa, Hampton Lovett, Ombersley and Westwood 

Grade: II 

Date first registered: 28-Feb-1986 

Date of most recent amendment: N/A 

Details 

 
Elements of a C17 garden and park associated with an imposing hunting lodge, later a house. Some garden and 
park modifications and additions of C18 to early C20 date 

 
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 

 

Westwood was a nunnery in the Middle Ages. At the Dissolution it passed to Sir John Pakington (d 1560), whose 
main seat of Hampton Lovett lay 2km to the north-east. His grandson John Pakington (kt 1593, d 1625), who inher-

ited in 1571, built a hunting box here, which after the Civil War became the Pakingtons' principal residence. It re-
mained a part of the Hampton Lovett estate and in the ownership of the Pakingtons until the estate was sold c 1900. 

The house was bought in the early C20 by the first Lord Doverdale, but on the death of the third and last Baron 

(who married an Australian chorus girl) it was sold and eventually became flats. The park passed into separate own-
ership in the C20 and by the late C20 was intensively farmed. 

 
DESCRIPTION 

 
LOCATION, AREA, BOUNDARIES, LANDFORM, SETTING Westwood lies immediately west of Droitwich, the suburb of 

Boycott extending up to the Elmbridge Brook which forms the eastern boundary of the park. To the west of the park 

is the scattered settlement of Hadley, Hadley Mill lying on the Hadley Brook which bounds the park to the west. To 
the south the park wall follows the Westwood Way, from Hadley to Boycott, while to the north the park boundary 

follows field edges. The registered area is c 240ha. 
 

Westwood House lies on high ground in the centre of the park, with commanding views in all directions, especially 

from its upper floors. 
 

ENTRANCES AND APPROACHES Westwood House is approached from the south-east, via a 1km long drive, lined 
with conifers near the house, from the Droitwich Lodge (listed grade II) close to Boycott Bridge. The lodge is of the 

mid C19 (present by 1883), and is an L-plan building with a stone porch set diagonally in its inner angle and with 
elaborate bargeboards. Adjoining it and straddling the drive is an ornate brick and stone gateway, probably of about 

the same date, whose quadrant walls have arcades of stone arches (listed grade II). 

 
Two secondary drives approach from the south, crossing each other midway across the park. Both have lodges. The 

more easterly is Middle Lodge (listed grade II), which adjoins Park Farm. It (like the Coach House, which is attribut-
ed in the listing description as possibly by Sir Reginald Blomfield, and the Boathouse) is a later C19 (post 1883) brick 

building with Jacobean (Flemish-inspired) gables. Three hundred metres to the west is Ombersley Lodge (listed 
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grade II), a two-storey mid C19 (present 1883) brick building with a two-storey gabled and jettied porch to the cen-

tre. Its gates, gate piers and quadrant walls (all listed grade II) are very similar to those at the Droitwich Lodge en-
trance. 

 
PRINCIPAL BUILDING Westwood House (listed grade I) was begun c 1598 following Sir John Pakington's marriage of 

that year to Mrs Barnham, a rich widow. As originally built it comprised a more or less square, brick hunting lodge of 

four storeys. Diagonal four-storey wings, perhaps replacing angle turrets, were added to each corner c 1660-70, that 
perhaps being when canted bay windows, shaped gables, and diagonal chimneys were added to the original build 

together with detached three-storey brick pavilions opposite and c 35m from the angles, a gatehouse (listed grade 
I), and diagonal courts to north and south which linked the pavilions to the main house. The two western pavilions 

(the survivors, Falcon Tower and Heron=s Tower both listed grade II) and the court walls were swept away in the 
C18. A single-story kitchen was added on the west side c 1840. The roofs of the end bays of the wings have elabo-

rate two-stage ogee cupolas redone by Sir Reginald Blomfield soon after 1900. 

 
North-west of the house stands a later C19 (present by 1883) brick Coach House (listed grade II), possibly by Sir 

Reginald Blomfield, with Jacobean (Flemish-inspired) gables. In the C20 it was converted to two houses. Several 
other buildings, mostly C20 houses, lie north and west of the kitchen gardens. 

 

GARDENS AND PLEASURE GROUNDS The garden around the house lies within a boundary comprising, on the east 
and south sides, a brick base with piers every c 5m, between which is a wooden palisade of pointed stakes set cor-

ner-wise. The brickwork and the stone pier caps are similar to those of the kitchen garden, which appears to be of 
mid to late C18 date. The wall is shown on an engraving of 1847. An additional area to the south was enclosed by a 

wall of similar character in the earlier C20 (post 1925). 
 

Around the house are lawns with mature specimen trees. The main pleasure grounds lie north and south of it, de-

fined and bounded in part by topiaried yew hedges, probably C19. South of the house low stone walls incorporating 
a bench seat define a small court, along the centre of which is a pool or canal. All this is of the very late C19 or early 

C20. The southernmost corner of the garden area is separated off by a tall yew hedge. A wooden Chinoiserie sum-
merhouse of the mid C18 lies within, looking across the park to the Great Pool. North of the house is a large lawn 

with a cedar tree. Off this, northwards, leads the linear Secret Garden (created 1885-1925), a narrow enclosure 

heavily planted with conifers and bisected with a straight path leading to a stone bench seat looking back to the 
house. 

 
An engraving of c 1698 by Kip (see VCH 1913) suggests that the whole landscape at Westwood may have been re-

ordered as a part of the building campaign of c 1660-70 which saw the addition of angled wings to the house and 

the construction of the four garden pavilions and the gatehouse. Kip's view shows a diamond-shaped, grassed, east 
forecourt defined by straight walls from the two pavilions to the angled wings of the house and to the gatehouse. 

That forecourt was crossed by the main approach to the house, which continued the line of the main drive from the 
south-east. On the opposite side of the house was a similar court, with a stables range taking the place of the gate-

house; the court was used as a tilting ground or exercise yard. Formal gardens lay north and south of the house. 
The east and south boundaries of the C17 garden complex were apparently followed exactly when landscaping and 

re-ordering took place in the C18, whereas west and north of the house slightly enlarged boundaries were estab-

lished. 
 

PARK The southern part of the park, between the Ombersley and Droitwich lodges, is bounded by a C19 brick wall 
with clay coping stones. The vast majority of the park is now arable farmland. The main historic features still extant 

in the late C20 were: the Great Pool in the south-east of the park and two fishponds north and north-west of the 

house; Nunnery Wood in the north-west of the park, Bowling Green Plantation (not present 1883) 300m east of the 
house and Broadfield Plantation and belt planting around the south-eastern part of the park; and a remnant avenue 

running due east from the house to the south of Bowling Green Plantation. 
 

On the south-east shore of the Great Pool, and adjoining the park wall, is a later C19 (it or a predecessor present 
1883) brick boathouse (listed grade II) with gables in a Jacobean (Flemish-inspired) style. The building resembles 

the Coach House, and may also be by Sir Reginald Blomfield. 

 
Creation of a park of sorts may have soon followed Sir John Pakington's acquisition of Westwood in 1539, as his pe-
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tition to the Crown for the property stated that he had 'no pasture for his horses although he was in the king's ser-

vice in North Wales to his great charge'. In 1618 his great nephew obtained licence (perhaps retrospective, as a dis-
pute over the stopping of roads is dated 1616) to impark 1000 acres (c 400ha) at Westwood and elsewhere, where-

by he created two great parks called Westwood Parks, one stocked with red deer and one with fallow. The Great 
Pool was created, roads across the later Westwood Park stopped, and the modern road along the southern park 

boundary constructed. If Kip's view is to be believed, by 1698 the park around Westwood House was largely planted 

with oaks, cut through with straight rides radiating from the house and with a great circuit ride c 300m from the 
house. Nash reported the park still to contain c 200 acres (c 83ha) of oak wood in the late C18. 

 
KITCHEN GARDEN The brick-walled kitchen garden lies c 50m west of Westwood House, and is linked to it by a C17 

wall. The kitchen garden walls, however, are probably mid to late C18, and are stone topped and have stone-capped 
brick piers every c 5m. The main entrance is in the east wall. The north wall is considerably taller than the others; 

along the west wall are some glasshouses, probably early C20. Old apple and pear trees line the quadrant paths. A 

walk runs along the outside of the south wall, defined to the south by a box hedge. 
 

The brick walling and stone pier caps are similar to those used for the brick, palisaded wall around the garden. 
 

The kitchen garden is the traditional site of the nunnery (VCH 1913, 236). 
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Executive Summary  

 

This desk based assessment has been prepared on behalf of the Trustees of 

Wimbush Droitwich Trust. It considers a site measuring approximately 12.4ha 

(the Proposed Development Area or PDA) located to the north west of Droitwich 

Spa, Worcestershire, which is being proposed for residential development. 

 

No designated heritage assets such as Scheduled Ancient Monuments, 

Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings, Registered Parks and Gardens or 

Registered Battlefields, are present within the PDA. 

 

It has been established that any development within the PDA would not affect 

the significance of any designated archaeological heritage assets in the wider 

area.  

  

The PDA has some potential for peripheral remains of local significance, and the 

possibility of isolated remains of regional significance cannot be discounted at 

this stage. While of some archaeological interest, remains of such interest would 

not be of such significance as to preclude the development of the PDA, provided 

suitable measures were taken to characterise their nature and extent, and agree 

a suitable programme of mitigation works if deemed necessary. As has been 

demonstrated by the illustrative masterplan produced for the PDA, this could 

include the exclusion of the northern part of the PDA, which has the higher 

potential for Early Medieval and Medieval remains. 

 

These considerations could be suitably dealt with during the course of the 

preparation and submission of a planning application for the PDA, should this be 

forthcoming. 

 

This report forms the heritage statement required by the NPPF and has identified 

the known heritage assets, the potential for as yet unknown heritage assets and 

the effect of the proposed development on those assets. It also forms the initial 

archaeological assessment required by local development plan policies. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF STUDY 

 

1.1 This archaeological desk-based assessment has been researched and prepared 

by Emily Plunkett and William Bedford of CgMs Consulting for the Trustees of 

Wimbush Droitwich Trust. 

 

1.2 The assessment considers land to the north west of Droitwich Spa, 

Worcestershire, hereafter referred to as the proposed development area (PDA). 

The PDA comprises approximately 12.4ha of land centred at National Grid 

Reference 389000, 265270 (Fig. 1). 

 

1.3 In accordance with government policy on archaeology and planning (Section 12 

of the National Planning Policy Framework) and local planning policies this 

assessment draws together the available archaeological, topographic and land-

use information in order to clarify the archaeological potential of the PDA. 

 

1.4 Additionally, in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for Historic 

Environment Desk-Based Assessment (Institute of Archaeologists 2011), the 

assessment includes the results of a site inspection, an examination of published 

and unpublished records and charts historic land-use through a map regression 

exercise.   

 

1.5 As a result, the assessment enables relevant parties to assess the significance of 

heritage/archaeological assets on and close to the PDA and assesses the 

potential for hitherto undiscovered archaeological assets, thus enabling potential 

impacts on assets to be identified along with the need for design, civil 

engineering or archaeological solutions. 
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2.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN FRAMEWORK 

 

2.1 In March 2012, the government published the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF). More recently the National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) 

has been published in support of the NPPF 

 

2.1.1 Section 12 of the NPPF, entitled Conserving and enhancing the historic 

environment provides policy for planning authorities, property owners, 

developers and others on the conservation and investigation of heritage assets.  

Overall, the objectives of Section 12 of the NPPF can be summarised as seeking 

the: 

 

 Delivery of sustainable development 

 Understanding the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental 

benefits brought by the conservation of the historic environment  

 Conservation of England's heritage assets in a manner appropriate to 

their significance, and 

 Recognition that heritage contributes to our knowledge and 

understanding of the past.   

 

2.1.2 Section 12 of the NPPF recognises that intelligently managed change may 

sometimes be necessary if heritage assets are to be maintained for the long 

term. Paragraph 128 states that planning decisions should be based on the 

significance of the heritage asset, and that level of detail supplied by an 

applicant should be proportionate to the importance of the asset and should be 

no more than sufficient to review the potential impact of the proposal upon the 

significance of that asset. 

 

2.1.3 Heritage Assets are defined in Annex 2 of the NPPF as: a building, monument, 

site, place, area or landscape positively identified as having a degree of 

significance meriting consideration in planning decisions. They include 

designated heritage assets (as defined in the NPPF) and assets identified by the 

local planning authority (including local listing).   

 

2.1.4 Annex 2 also defines Archaeological Interest as a heritage asset which holds or 

potentially could hold, evidence of past human activity worthy of expert 

investigation at some point.  Heritage assets with archaeological interest are the 
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primary source of evidence about the substance and evolution of places, and of 

the people and cultures that made them. 

 

2.1.5 A Designated Heritage Asset comprises a: World Heritage Site, Scheduled 

Monument, Listed Building, Protected Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, 

Registered Battlefield or Conservation Area. 

 

2.1.6 Significance is defined as: The value of a heritage asset to this and future 

generations because of its heritage interest.  This interest may be 

archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic.  Significance derives not only 

from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. 

 

2.1.7 In short, government policy provides a framework which: 

 

 Protects nationally important designated Heritage Assets (which include 

World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings, 

Protected Wreck Sites, Registered Parks and Gardens, Registered 

Battlefields or Conservation Areas). 

 Protects the settings of such designations. 

 In appropriate circumstances seeks adequate information (from desk 

based assessment and field evaluation where necessary) to enable 

informed decisions. 

 Provides for the excavation and investigation of sites not significant 

enough to merit in-situ preservation. 

 

2.2 In considering any representation for development, the planning authority will be 

mindful of the framework set by government policy, in this instance the NPPF, by 

current Development Plan Policy and by other material considerations.  

 

2.3 The relevant local plan framework for the area is provided by Wychavon District 

Council’s Local Plan, adopted on 23rd June 2006. The Local Plan forms part of the 

Local Development Framework and most Local Plan policies are being saved until 

the new Plan is adopted (see below). The Local Plan contains the following policy 

relating to archaeology: 

 

ENV10 SITES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

PROPOSALS FOR DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING NATIONAL, REGIONAL OR 

LOCALLY IMPORTANT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND THEIR SETTINGS, 

WHETHER SCHEDULED OR UNSCHEDULED, WILL ONLY BE PERMITTED 

WHERE PROPOSALS CAN DEMONSTRATE THAT THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
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INTEREST IS CAPABLE OF BEING PRESERVED IN SITU AND WITHOUT 

DAMAGE TO ITS SETTING.  

 

IF THIS IS NOT MERITED, WHERE THE REASONS FOR THE PROPOSAL 

OUTWEIGH THE INTRINSIC IMPORTANCE OF THE SITE/REMAINS OR THE 

SETTING OF THE FEATURE AND THERE IS NO REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE 

SITE OR SOLUTION TO ACCOMMODATE THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED, 

THEN THE DEVELOPER MUST AGREE TO AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF 

INVESTIGATION AND RECORDING PRIOR TO AND DURING DEVELOPMENT 

AND THE SUBSEQUENT ANALYSIS AND PUBLICATION OF RESULTS AND 

CURATION OF REMAINS. 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING SITES WHERE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS ARE LIKELY TO EXIST SHOULD BE 

ACCOMPANIED BY AN ASSESSMENT/SURVEY TO ESTABLISH THE NATURE, 

CONDITION OR SIGNIFICANCE OF ANY REMAINS PRIOR TO THE 

DETERMINATION OF ANY PLANNING APPLICATION. 

 

2.4 The South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP), once adopted and 

published, will replace the current  Wychavon District Local Plan and become the 

main consideration in the determination of planning applications and appeals. 

The South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) was submitted to the 

Secretary of State for independent examination on the 28th of May, 2013. The 

SWDP is currently under consultation, with examination hearings planned for the 

Spring of 2015. The emerging SWDP contains the following policy which relates 

to the historic environment: 

 

SWDP 6: HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT 

 

A. SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE’S HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT IS A VALUABLE, 

FINITE AND IRREPLACEABLE RESOURCE, WHICH IS CENTRAL TO THE 

CHARACTER AND IDENTITY OF THE AREA. IT HAS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN 

SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH ENHANCING THE 

QUALITY OF LIFE OF THOSE CURRENTLY LIVING IN AND VISITING THE 

AREA AND FOR GENERATIONS TO COME, AS WELL AS DELIVERING 

WIDER ECONOMIC BENEFITS THROUGH TOURISM AND UPLIFT IN 

RELATED DEVELOPMENT BENEFITS. 

 

B. TO SUSTAIN THE HISTORIC CHARACTER, SENSE OF PLACE, 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ECONOMIC VIBRANCY OF SOUTH 

WORCESTERSHIRE, DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS SHOULD CONSERVE 

AND ENHANCE THOSE ASPECTS OF THE HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT THAT 
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ARE RECOGNISED AS BEING OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR THEIR HISTORIC, 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, OR ARTISTIC INTEREST AND 

THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THE CHARACTER OF THE LANDSCAPE OR 

TOWNSCAPE. 

 
C. DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS WILL BE SUPPORTED WHERE THESE 

SUSTAIN AND ENHANCE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HERITAGE ASSETS, 

INCLUDING THEIR SETTING; PARTICULARLY: 

 
i. DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS, I.E. LISTED BUILDINGS, 

CONSERVATION AREAS, SCHEDULED MONUMENTS, REGISTERED 

PARKS AND GARDENS AND REGISTERED BATTLEFIELDS, AS WELL 

AS UNDESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS AS IDENTIFIED IN LOCAL 

LISTS AND HERITAGE ASSETS RECORDED IN HISTORIC 

ENVIRONMENT RECORDS (AS SHOWN ON THE PROPOSALS MAP); 

ii. THE WIDER HISTORIC LANDSCAPE OF SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE, 

INCLUDING LOCALLY DISTINCTIVE SETTLEMENT PATTERNS, FIELD 

SYSTEMS, WOODLANDS AND COMMONS AND HISTORIC 

FARMSTEADS AND SMALLHOLDINGS; 

iii. DESIGNED AND OTHER LANDSCAPES, INCLUDING HISTORIC 

PARKS AND GARDENS, HISTORIC CEMETERIES, CHURCHYARDS, 

PUBLIC PARKS, URBAN OPEN SPACES AND INDUSTRIAL, 

MILITARY OR INSTITUTIONAL LANDSCAPES; 

iv. ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS OF ALL PERIODS FROM THE EARLIEST 

HUMAN HABITATION TO MODERN TIMES; 

v. HISTORIC TRANSPORTATION NETWORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

INCLUDING ROADS AND TRACKWAYS, CANALS, RIVER 

NAVIGATIONS, RAILWAYS AND THEIR ASSOCIATED INDUSTRIES; 

vi. THE CIVIC, RELIGIOUS AND MARKET CORES OF SOUTH 

WORCESTERSHIRE’S TOWNS AND VILLAGES WITH THEIR WIDE 

VARIETY OF BUILDING STYLES, MATERIALS AND STREET AND 

PLOT PATTERNS. 

 

D. IN ADDITION TO DESIGNATED ASSETS, SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE 

POSSESSES A WEALTH OF HERITAGE ASSETS OF LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE 

AND A VARIETY OF BUILDING STYLES AND MATERIALS. THE INFORMED 

MANAGEMENT OF THIS RESOURCE WILL BENEFIT CURRENT AND 

FUTURE GENERATIONS, WITH ITS IMPORTANCE BEING RECOGNISED 

IN LEGISLATION AND POLICY. 

 

2.5 This policy is a material consideration as described in Annex 2 of the NPPF. 
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2.6 This assessment aims to clarify the specific archaeological potential of the study 

site and, in accordance with the NPPF, policies within the Local Plan and the 

SWDP to identify the significance of any archaeological assets which might be 

impacted by development, enabling appropriate mitigation measures to be 

formulated. 
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3.0 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY 

 

3.1 Geology 

 

3.1.1 The bedrock geology of the PDA comprises Mercia Mudstone. Superficial deposits 

are present in the south comprising Alluvium (British Geological Survey Map 182, 

1976). 

 

3.2 Topography 

 

3.2.1 The PDA is situated on the southern limits of Hampton Lovett, located south of 

The Forest and to the east of A442. The north of the PDA is generally flat at 41m 

Above Ordnance Datum (AOD), but slopes steeply downhill from the south of the 

centrally located caravan park to approximately 32m AOD adjacent to the 

stream before rising again in the south east to 35m AOD.  
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND INCLUDING 

ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 

Timescales used in this report: 

 

 Prehistoric 

Palaeolithic              800,000   -  12,000   BC                    

Mesolithic                12,000   -  4,000   BC 

Neolithic                  4,000   -  1,800   BC 

Bronze Age                  1,800   -  600   BC 

Iron Age                     600   -  AD  43 

 

 

 Historic 

Roman           AD       43   -   410 

Saxon/Early Medieval           AD     410   -   1066 

Medieval           AD   1066   -   1485 

Post Medieval           AD   1486   -   1899 

Modern           AD   1900   - Present 

 

4.1 Introduction  

 

4.1.1 This assessment is based on a consideration of evidence in the Worcestershire 

Historic Environment Record (HER), the National Monuments Record (NMR) and 

the National Heritage List for England (NHL) for the PDA and a zone 1km in 

extent around its boundary (the study area). The Worcestershire Record Office 

was also visited in order to examine historic maps relating to the PDA. 

 
4.1.2 The heritage assets are considered in the relevant sections below and are 

identified as either HER, NHL or NMR depending on the data source, followed by 

the unique reference number. Maps showing the location of data mentioned in 

the text can be found in Appendix 1.   

 
4.1.3 This chapter reviews existing archaeological evidence for the PDA and the 

archaeological/historical background of the general area, and, in accordance with 

the NPPF, considers the potential for as yet undiscovered archaeological evidence 

on the PDA. Chapter 5 subsequently considers the site conditions of the PDA and 

whether the theoretical potential identified in this chapter is likely to survive. 
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4.2 Previous Archaeological Investigations 

 

4.2.1 The PDA has been subject to a single previous archaeological investigation: 

 

 EWR898 – A salvage recording of a pipeline in 1997 from Westwood to 

Egghill Main. The easternmost extent of this investigation extended 

along the southernmost part of the PDA. No archaeological remains were 

noted (Topping et al 1997). 

 

4.2.2 A number of other archaeological investigations are recorded in the wider search 

area, which primarily relate to works undertaken ahead of the construction of 

the Hampton Lovett Industrial Estate, covering a large area to the west of the 

PDA (see plan in Appendix 1 – Events). These comprised a range of 

investigations including fieldwalking, geophysical survey, trial trenching and 

excavation works, and watching brief works are still on going. The broad 

distribution of remains within this area is characterised in the evaluation report 

produced in 1997 (HER WSM29657) by the Hereford and Worcester County 

Council County Archaeology Service (Napthan et al 1997). The key finding of the 

investigation was the discovery of a substantial Iron Agan and Roman settlement 

approximately 1km to the west of the PDA. 

 

4.2.3 Two fieldwalking investigations area also recorded approximately 1km to the 

east of the PDA (HER WSM27161 and WSM27165), which found Medieval and 

Post Medieval pottery, and 3 sherds of Roman pottery in the northern 

investigation (HER WSM27165). 

 

4.2.4 These investigations will be discussed, where relevant, in the sections below. 

 
4.3 Prehistoric (Palaeolithic - Iron Age) 

 

4.3.1 No remains from the Prehistoric period are recorded within the PDA. Early 

Prehistoric and Bronze Age flints were recovered during evaluation works at the 

Hampton Lovett Industrial Estate, near to Jackman’s Hill Farm, approximately 

450m to the southwest of the PDA (Napthan et al 1997). 

 

4.3.2 Later Prehistoric remains are recorded in the form of an Iron Age settlement 

discovered during the same archaeological investigations, approximately 1km to 

the west of the PDA (Napthan et al 1997).  
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4.3.3 However fieldwalking exercises to the east of the PDA and the archaeological 

investigation undertaken in the southern part of the PDA revealed no remains 

from this period.  

 
4.3.4 While the wider area around the PDA was clearly in use during the Prehistoric 

period, current evidence suggests that much of the activity during this period 

was focussed to the west of the PDA. Also, the archaeological investigations 

undertaken within the southern part of the PDA did not reveal any archaeological 

remains of interest (Topping et al 1997). It is therefore considered that current 

evidence suggests that while there may be a moderate potential for peripheral 

remains and finds, a low potential is considered for significant remains from this 

period. 

 

4.4 Roman 

 

4.4.1 No Roman remains are recorded within the PDA, although a number of finds are 

recorded in the wider area. In particular a Roman settlement was discovered 

during archaeological investigations 1km to the west of the PDA, which included 

substantial remains (Napthan et al 1997). The Roman fort at Droitwich (at the 

site of St Augustine’s Church) is situated 1.75km to the southeast of the PDA. 

 

4.4.2 Roman finds were also recovered from fieldwalking undertaken 1km to the east 

of the PDA (HER WSM27165). 

 
4.4.3 A number of Roman finds are also recorded in the wider area, recorded as 

“Unlocated and Unstratified Finds for the Parish of Droitwich” (WSM21391). Finds 

included a Roman broach and coins, but these seem to have been recovered 

from the vicinity of Brine Pitts Farm, which is situated approximately 1.5km to 

the northeast of the PDA. None are noted to have been recovered from the 

vicinity of the PDA. 

 
4.4.4 While the wider area is known to have been occupied during the Roman period, 

current evidence suggests that key areas of settlement during this period would 

have been focussed in the settlement at Hampton Lovett Industrial Estate to the 

west, and Droitwich to the south and southeast. It is therefore considered likely 

that the area of the PDA would have primarily comprised agricultural land during 

this period, situated away from key settlement areas. As such any remains are 

likely to comprise evidence of agricultural activity. However the presence of 
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isolated finds, or small scale settlement activity within the PDA cannot be 

completely discounted. 

 

4.5 Saxon-Early Medieval  

 

4.5.1 No records of activity relating to this period are mentioned by the HER or NMR 

for within the PDA. The settlement of Hampton Lovett is recorded in the 

Domesday Book as being held prior to the Norman Conquest suggesting that this 

settlement may have Early Medieval origins (Williams and Martin 2003), 

although no Saxon church is recorded at the Medieval St Mary’s Church situated 

to the north of the PDA (HER WSM02400). The Deserted Medieval Village (DMV) 

of Hampton Lovett is recorded 100m to the north of the PDA at the nearest point 

(HER WSM01251), and it is possible that a small core of this may have been 

Early Medieval in date. Hampton Lovett is first authentically referred to in a 

charter in AD 817, when Coenwulf, King of Mercia, granted land at Salwarpe and 

‘Hamtun’ to Bishop Deneberht of Worcester (VCH 1913). 

 

4.5.2 More widely Droitwich is known to have substantial Saxon evidence, including 

the continued use of the Roman road system (HER WSM22029) and evidence of 

salt making is recorded in several charters in the 8th century (Whitley 1925). 

 
4.5.3 The available evidence suggests that most of the PDA would have formed part of 

the agricultural landscape surrounding settlements at Hampton Lovett to the 

north and, more distantly, Droitwich to the south. As such a low potential for 

significant remains from this period is considered for most of the PDA. However 

an elevated potential for some peripheral activity along the northern boundary of 

the PDA is considered, due to the proximity to the DMV to the north. 

 

4.6 Medieval 

 

4.6.1 No heritage assets securely dated to the Medieval period are recorded within the 

PDA by the HER or NMR, although a number are recorded in the wider area. 

 

4.6.2 Of particular interest is the DMV of Hampton Lovett, recorded as being situated 

approximately 100m to the north at the nearest point, and extending a further 

350m northwards (HER WSM01251). The Church of St Mary (HER WSM02400, 

NHL 1215375), situated close to the northern boundary of the PDA is also known 

to have 12th century origins. An undated ditched “L-shaped” feature is situated in 

the northernmost part of the PDA, close to the church (HER WSM58293). It is 
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interpreted as being potentially associated with the church to the north, which is 

possible, although its exact nature is currently unclear. 

 
4.6.3 More widely evidence of ridge and furrow is recorded 20m to the west of the 

southern part of the PDA (HER WSM36285) and 800m to the west (HER 

WSM36287). 

 

4.6.4 While most of the PDA would have continued to comprise agricultural land during 

this period, there is potential for Medieval remains, associated with the DMV to 

the north, to be present in the northernmost part of the PDA. The undated 

enclosure in the north of the PDA may be evidence of evidence of this kind. 

 

4.7 Post-Medieval and Modern 

 

4.7.1 While no confirmed features from this period are recorded within the PDA, 

evidence from WWII activity is noted nearby. This includes the site of a prisoner 

of war camp, adjacent to the PDA, to the west (HER WSM33197), as well as rifle 

ranges, grenade ranges and the site of a battle training area to the northeast 

(HER WSM29296, WSM28698, WSM31284 and WSM31283 respectively). 

 
4.7.2 More widely evidence from the HER records areas of small Post-Medieval 

farmstead settlements, such as at Hampton Farm 500m to the north (HER 

WSM52900), Egghill Farm 400m to the south (HER WSM52903) and Jakeman’s 

Farm, 350m to the southwest (HER WSM36285). 

 
4.7.3 In these periods understanding of settlement, land-use and the utilisation of the 

landscape is enhanced by cartographic sources, which can give additional detail 

to data contained within the HER and NMR. 

 
4.7.4 Both the 1577 Saxton’s Map of Worcestershire (Fig. 2) and the 1778 Bowen’s 

Map of Worcestershire (Fig. 3) show the settlement at Hampton Lovett. While 

the area of the PDA is not shown in detail, the area to the south of the 

settlement is shown as open fields. 

 
4.7.5 The 1838 Hampton Lovett Tithe Map (Fig. 4) is the first to show the area of the 

PDA in detail. The PDA is shown as comprising two large agricultural fields and 

remains unchanged in the 1883-1884 Ordnance Survey (OS) Map (Fig. 5), and 

into the early 20th century (see Fig. 6). 
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4.7.6 In the 1950s the PDA is further subdivided (Fig. 8), however this is later 

removed (Fig. 9). 

 
4.7.7 From the evidence in the HER and historic mapping it is clear that the PDA was 

used as agricultural land during the Post-Medieval period. As such a low potential 

for significant remains is considered. However given the proximity of the site of 

the WWII prisoner of war camp to the west, and battle training grounds to the 

northeast, the presence of isolated finds related to this is possible. 

 
4.8 Designated Heritage Assets 

 

4.8.1 No archaeological designated heritage assets (i.e. Scheduled Monuments, 

Registered Battlefields) are situated within the PDA or the 1km search area. The 

closest is a scheduled Roman settlement at Bays Meadow, 1.2km to the south of 

the PDA (NHL 1020620) but it is separated from the PDA by substantial modern 

developments, such that no impacts would arise from the development of the 

PDA. 

 

4.8.2 A number of listed buildings and a registered part are situated within the search 

area for the PDA. Consideration of these assets is beyond the scope of this 

report and these will be considered under a separate cover. 

 

4.9 Assessment of Significance 

 

4.9.1 This assessment has found that the PDA has moderate potential for peripheral 

Prehistoric and Roman activity, as well as potential for some form of Saxon and 

Medieval evidence in the northernmost part of the PDA. However it is also clear 

that most of the PDA has been primarily used for agricultural purposes since as 

least the Medieval period, and the nature of the earthworks noted during the site 

visit (see section 5.1, below and plates 6 and 7), comprising a possible ditch and 

potential trackway, supports this view. 

 
4.9.2 Current evidence suggests that any remains are likely to be peripheral to main 

settlement activity from these periods and as such are likely to be of local 

significance. 

 
4.9.3 It is recognised, however, that the presence of isolated remains or nucleated 

settlements from the Prehistoric and Roman periods cannot be completely 

discounted given the nature of the evidence in the surrounding area. However in 

the absence of any evidence of remains of high significance within the PDA, such 
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as substantial earthworks, extensive cropmarks or other evidence, it is 

considered that any such remains, if encountered, would not be of more than 

regional significance. 

 
4.9.4 Evidence related to the WWII activity undertaken nearby is likely to comprise 

isolated remains and as such would be of local significance if present. 
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5.0 SITE CONDITIONS, THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND IMPACT ON 

HERITAGE ASSETS 

 

5.1 Site Conditions 

 

5.1.1 The PDA was visited on the 28th of October 2014 and comprised of two large 

fields of pasture, currently used for sheep (plates 1-12). The PDA was observed 

to be mostly flat in the northern portion dropping away towards the south and 

the Elmbridge Brook which bounds the PDA on its southern edge. At it’s highest 

the PDA lies at 40m OSD and drops to 30m OSD at its lowest point in the flood 

area of the Elmbridge Brook. 

 

5.1.2 Aside from natural landscape features there are four possible earthwork features 

within the PDA. Two of these may be ponds (plates 3 and 4) and another which 

appears to be some sort of ditch in the south-eastern corner of the PDA adjacent 

to the Elmbridge Brook (plate 6). Finally there is a possible track way feature in 

the southwest area of PDA, close to the A442, which runs down the slope from 

Forest End House (plate 7). External to the PDA, to the east of the church, more 

earthworks mark the possible location of a moated manor torn down by 

Cromwell’s troops. 

 
5.1.3 The PDA is bounded by a railway line to the east, the Elmbridge Brook to the 

south and the settlement of Hampton Lovett to the north. To the west is the 

A442 and the former POW camp Doverdale Park. The majority of the land around 

the PDA is now used as industrial estates. Site boundaries to the east, north and 

west, around Doverdale park, consist of post and wire fencing which is less than 

2 years old. To the west there are also some sections of agricultural hedging as 

well as domestic boundaries, where present the hedges are well matured. 

 
5.1.4 There are no designated assets within the PDA however two assets, the Church 

of St Mary (Grade I) and the Lynch Gate (Grade II) are clearly visible from all 

points in the north of the PDA. The Registered Park and garden at Westwood 

House is not visible from the PDA. 

 

5.2 The Proposed Development 

 

5.2.1 The PDA is proposed as a site for allocation as residential development, which 

would include housing and infrastructure. While the details of any development 

would be decided at a time of the submission of a planning application, an 
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illustrative masterplan has been produced to inform general viability of the PDA 

(provided under a separate cover). This illustrative masterplan shows a generous 

buffer along the northern boundary of the PDA. 

 

5.3 Potential Heritage Impacts  

 

Non-designated buried archaeological remains 

 
5.3.1 Any areas of proposed new built development within the PDA are likely to involve 

the stripping of top and sub-soils, to varying degrees. The stripping of sub-soils 

and the excavation of foundations and associated services would result in the 

truncation and destruction of any buried heritage assets of archaeological 

interest that may survive. 

 
5.3.2 As has been noted above, the PDA has some potential for peripheral remains of 

local significance, and the possibility of isolated remains of regional significance 

cannot be discounted at this stage. While of some archaeological interest, 

remains of such interest would not be of such significance as to preclude the 

development of the PDA, provided suitable measures were taken to characterise 

their nature and extent, and agree a suitable programme of mitigation works if 

deemed necessary. As has been demonstrated by the illustrative masterplan 

produced for the PDA, this could include the exclusion of the northern part of the 

PDA, which has the higher potential for Early Medieval and Medieval remains. 

 
5.3.3 These considerations could be suitably dealt with during the course of the 

preparation and submission of a planning application for the PDA, should this be 

forthcoming. 

 
Designated archaeological remains 

 
5.3.4 It has been shown that no designated archaeological heritage assets (i.e. 

Scheduled Monuments, Registered Battlefields) would be affected by 

development within the PDA. 
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6.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

6.1 No designated heritage assets such as Scheduled Ancient Monuments, 

Conservation Areas, Listed Buildings, Registered Parks and Gardens or 

Registered Battlefields, are present within the PDA. 

 

6.2 It has been established that any development within the PDA would not affect 

the significance of any designated archaeological heritage assets in the wider 

area.  

  

6.3 The PDA has some potential for peripheral remains of local significance, and the 

possibility of isolated remains of regional significance cannot be discounted at 

this stage. While of some archaeological interest, remains of such interest would 

not be of such significance as to preclude the development of the PDA, provided 

suitable measures were taken to characterise their nature and extent, and agree 

a suitable programme of mitigation works if deemed necessary. As has been 

demonstrated by the illustrative masterplan produced for the PDA, this could 

include the exclusion of the northern part of the PDA, which has the higher 

potential for Early Medieval and Medieval remains. 

 

6.4 These considerations could be suitably dealt with during the course of the 

preparation and submission of a planning application for the PDA, should this be 

forthcoming. 

 

6.5 This report forms the heritage statement required by the NPPF and has identified 

the known heritage assets, the potential for as yet unknown heritage assets and 

the effect of the proposed development on those assets. It also forms the initial 

archaeological assessment required by local development plan policies. 

 

  



Archaeological Desk Based Assessment   
Land to the North West of Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire 

 

 

CgMs Consulting  WB/18220 
 21 

SOURCES CONSULTED 

 

General 

Worcestershire Historic Environment Record (HER) 

Worcestershire Record Office  

National Heritage List (NHL) 

National Planning Policy Framework 

National Monuments Record, Swindon (NMR) 

 

Bibliographic 

Napthan, M; Pearson, E; Ratkai, S. 1997. Evaluation of the Proposed Hampton Lovett 

Industrial Estate. Archaeological Service - Worcestershire County Council 

Topping, J; Hancocks, A. 1997. Salvage Recording on the Route of the Westwood to 

Egghill Water Main. Archaeological Service - Worcestershire County Council 

Whitley, W. T., 1925 The Story of Droitwich 

Williams, A and Martin, G. (1992) Domesday Book: A Complete Translation 

VCH 1913 A History of the County of Worcester: volume 3 

 

Cartographic 

1577 Saxton’s Map of Worcestershire 

1778 Bowen’s Map of Worcestershire 

1838 Hampton Lovett Tithe Map 

Ordnance Survey 1:2500 editions: 1885, 1903, 1927, 1964-1965, 1970-1971, 1972-

1973, 1976, 1977-1989, 1968, 1989-1991, 1989, 1994, 1996 

Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 / 1:10,560 editions: 1883-1884, 1903-1904, 1930, 1938, 

1954, 1964-1968, 1967, 1970-1971, 1979, 1986-1988, 1991-1992, 2006, 2014 

Historic Aerial Photography 1:10,000: 1947 

 

Websites 

Archaeological Data Service - ads.ahds.ac.uk 

Heritage Gateway - www.heritagegateway.org.uk 

MAGIC - www.magic.gov.uk 

British Geological Society Geology of Britain Viewer –  

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html 

Pastscape- www.pastscape.org.uk 

  



Archaeological Desk Based Assessment   
Land to the North West of Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire 

 

 

CgMs Consulting  WB/18220 
 22 

Appendix 1: Heritage Assets Data Maps 
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Plates 1 - 4
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Plate 1: View to east across northeast corner of site and public footpath Plate 2: View to south across site

Plate 3: View to south across site Plate 4: Possible natural depression or pond on eastern boundary of site
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Plates 5 - 8
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Plate 5: View across south of site towards A442 Plate 6: Earthworks adjacent to stream and Millgrove plantation

Plate 7: Looking northeast across south of site and wooded area, 
            showing possible trackway

Plate 8: View to southeast over southern tip of site
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Plates 9 - 12
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Plate 9: View across southwest of site towards Westwood Park Plate 10: Looking north towards the Church from southern edge of Doverdale Park

Plate 11: Looking northwest across western edge of site Plate 12: Looking northeast towards the Church from west of site
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