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Revison Note By Checked Approved Date

- First issue. JP JP MA 24/12/2021

A Updated to reflect change to site boundary JP JP MA 14/01/2022

B Planning History section added, minor text amendments JP JP MA 19/01/2022

C Site name changed, Energy Statement added JP JP MA 20/01/2022
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Introduction 

This Design and Access Statement has been prepared by DJD Architects on 
behalf of Beechcroft Land Limited, to support an outline planning application 
(all matters reserved except for access) for up to 102 no. new homes, 
together with amenity, access, parking, drainage, and landscaping, on land to 
the north of Droitwich Spa, at Hampton Lovett.


This statement sets out how the proposals have been developed, explains 
the constraints of the site, and the way in which the proposals seek to 
respond positively to this context.


Additional information in support of the proposals is provided in the other 
documents and drawings submitted with the application, including, flood risk 
assessment, transport assessment and planning statement.  Extensive detail 
from these reports is not repeated here. 


This statement should be read in conjunction with all other submitted 
documentation and application drawings. No drawings, diagrams or 
information should be read in isolation and this statement does not replace or 
supersede the application drawings.
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Context - Site Location 

The application site is located to the north of Droitwich Spa, immediately to 
the south of the village of Hampton Lovett.


The site extends to 10.05ha, and is bounded to the north by the settlement of 
Hampton Lovett along The Forest, terminating at the Grade I listed St Mary 
and All Saints Church, to the east by the Worcester-Birmingham railway, to 
the south by the Elmbridge Brook and Millgrove Plantation, and beyond, 
Berry Hill Industrial Estate, and to the west by the A442 Kidderminster Road, 
the Doverdale Park Homes development, and beyond, Hampton Lovett 
Industrial Estate.
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Context - Historic Setting 

Historic references to the settlement now known as Hampton Lovett date 
back as far as the C8.  The list entry (1215375) for the Church of St Mary 
notes that parts of the nave date to the C12, with additions and alterations 
having been made in the C14 to C16, and restoration between 1858-1859.


By 1884, Ordnance Survey mapping clearly shows the the defining form of 
development in Hampton Lovett, is already established; houses set in 
gardens along The Forest.  By this time the site’s bounding features of the 
Great Western Railway to the East, Kidderminster Road to the West and 
Millgrove Plantation south of Elmbridge Brook to the south are also present.


The map of 1884 shows a now extinct footpath bisecting the site leading to 
the church, and a small pool which is no longer evident in the western part 
adjacent to the road.  A curving and tree’d field boundary is shown following 
the contour of the ground before it falls away to the brook to the south.

1884 Map,

Copyright Ordnance SurveySt. Mary’s Church and Lych Gate pictured in Postcard c. 1916
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Context - Planning History 

An outline planning application (17/01631/OUT) was submitted in August 
2017, and refused in June 2018.  The decision was appealed, but was upheld 
in January 2020.


The scheme that was put forward at this time (illustrated right), was for up to 
181 homes to the north and east of the Doverdale Park Homes site, served 
by a new access road which ran through the development.  The built 
development was kept out of the Significant Gap to the south, other than 
landscape elements including SuDS features and new pathways to provide 
improved links to Droitwich.


A buffer of green space to St Mary’s Church was incorporated in the 
proposals; however, in her consideration the Inspector held that the loss of 
pastureland would adversely affect the setting of the church.


As illustrated in the following pages, the application now brought forward 
seeks to address these concerns and alters the red line boundary to ensure 
that a substantial area of pastureland is retained in the north of the site. This 
creates a greater separation between The Forest and St Mary’s Church, and 
the proposed development, which itself is substantially reduced in scale and 
no longer contiguous with the existing village development of Hampton 
Lovett.


To the south, woodland areas have been excluded from the site boundary, 
but the full extent of the grassland extending to Elmbridge Brook is included 
to benefit amenity and ecological considerations.
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Context - Planning Policy 

The following SWDP policy areas are noted to influence the site:


Land to the East of the Railway is Greenbelt, the site itself is not greenbelt 
but is designated Protect & Restore in SWDP 5: Green Infrastructure.  As 
grazing land, the its ecological value is modest, with most beneficial habitats 
being at the perimeters provided by hedgerows, trees and woodland.  
Opportunities exist for biodiversity enhancement and net gain resulting from 
the development.  Refer to the submitted Ecological Assessment prepared by 
Ecology Solutions for further detail.


The southern part of the site which falls away toward Elmbridge Brook is a 
designated Significant Gap (SWDP 2: Development Strategy and Settlement 
Hierarchy), and is intended to “serve as a buffer or visual break between rural 
settlements and adjacent urban areas or protect the character and setting of 
settlements… to maintain a clear separation between smaller settlements and 
urban areas in order to retain their individual identity”. 


It is intended to create new areas of public open space through the 
development providing amenity for future residents and the wider community. 
To the north this will preserve and enhance the setting of the listed church.  
To the south the Significant Gap will be maintained.


A full Planning Statement examining the wider local and national policy 
context has been prepared by Ridge and Partners and is submitted with this 
application and should be referred to for full detail.
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Context - Flood Risk 

The northern section of the site is generally flat, while the southern part slopes 
down to Elmbridge Brook.  The Environment Agency Flood Map for Planning 
classes the site intended for development as Flood Zone 1, while to the south 
adjacent to the brook there are areas of zones 2 & 3.  Some potential for surface 
water flooding exists at the western boundary, where there is a slight depression 
in the ground, around where the historic mapping indicates a pool to have been.


A full Flood Risk Assessment and Sustainable Drainage Statement have been 
prepared by BWB Consulting and are submitted with this application and should 
be referred to for full detail.
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Context - Site Influences

Industrial estate well 
screened from within site.

Industrial estate well 
screened from within site.

Consideration to be given to impacts on houses 
along The Forest, and setting of St Mary’s Church.

Northern and eastern parts 

of the site are generally level.

Southern part of the site slopes to 
the brook and feels more 
naturalised being enclosed by treed 
perimeters.  Opportunities for 
enhancement and biodiversity gain.

Doverdale Park Homes site is a 

dominant feature from within the 

site; consideration needed to 

the character of this boundary.

Potential for active travel connection to 
existing road & footway to the south.

Elevated railway provides 

screening to the east.Natural point of access 
from A442 is into the 
northern part of the site.
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Use 
This application proposes up to 102 no. new houses providing a range of 
homes of 1-5 bedrooms in detached, semi-detached and terraced 
configurations to meet the demands of the local housing market.  The mix 
indicated on the submitted layout is illustrative only and is to be determined 
at reserved matters stage.   Affordable housing will be provided according to 
the requirements of SWDP 15 and in a mix to suit local housing need.


A significant proportion of the site is envisaged to be given over to green 
space, much of which will be public open space for the amenity of residents 
and the wider community, as well as improving biodiversity and the quality of 
the natural environment.


Amount 
Although made in outline and details are therefore subject to reserved 
matters, the application drawings show how the amount applied for can be 
accommodated within the site, together with access, parking, private garden 
amenity, and public open space.


Layout 
Vehicular access to the site shall be via a single point of access from the 
A442 north of Doverdale Park.  The illustrative layout indicates this spine road 
threading through the site, providing a key frontage to the northern green 
space and branching to feed the development, giving way to a hierarchy of 
lower category roads, lanes & mews providing a variety of street characters, 
enhancing permeability and reducing the requirement for vehicles to turn to 

exit the site.


Development is set away from the entrance point, 
providing a green gateway and accommodating 

natural surface water management.  A generous 
margin of green space creates a buffer to The 

Forest and protects and enhances the setting 
of the Grade I listed church.  To the south, 

development is contained outside of the 
Significant Gap, where further enhanced 

green space provides additional 
amenity and ecological benefit.  

Pedestrian and cycle links to the 
southern boundary with the 

A442 will be created.


The illustrative layout 
aligns key routes to 

provide a number of 

Design
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vistas and axial views through the site to the landmark of St Mary’s church 
tower, lych gate, and new green spaces in order that the development is 
firmly grounded in its context.


Scale 
The proposed development comprises entirely of houses, which will be of 
primarily two storeys.  Some single and two-and-a-half storey homes may be 
included to provide variation to rooflines, and a small number of three storey 
homes might be used to increase scale at key locations to provide focal 
points and landmarks. This reflects a rural-suburban scale appropriate to a 
development for family housing in this location and context. 


Landscaping 
The creation of a variety of green space is integral to the proposed layout, 
quality landscaping and species rich native planting will greatly enhance the 
character of these spaces and provide screening which will soften the impact 
of the development from outside the site.  


The retained field to the north of the development will provide a substantial 
break between the new development and The Forest.  It will be remain 
grassed grazing land.


The land to the south will be more naturalised, again featuring species rich 
wildflower grassland and native tree and shrub planting.  It will contain the 
SUDS attenuation basin, which may present opportunities for the creation of 
some wetland habitat.


This area will provide amenity green space as well as providing active travel 
links to the town.  A natural play area may be formed to enhance play 
provision for residents and the wider community.


Tree and hedge planting of the boundaries is to be enhanced generally, and 
street trees are intended to be incorporated to enhance the setting within the 
developed area.
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Appearance 
Details of appearance are reserved, however the illustrated layout intends to 
create an organic village character with a variety of pedestrian priority streets 
and building characters giving an emphasis to placemaking rather than 
vehicle-led roads and uniform ‘identikit’ housing.


The architectural language that is used shall be influenced by local precedent 
including vernacular forms and materials used in either a traditional or 
contemporary manner.


The design shall be developed to be tenure-blind, with no differentiation in 
the layout, design quality, materials, amenity, or parking provision between 
any plots to be offered as open market or affordable housing. 


View from the south
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View north toward St Mary’s Church with Doverdale Park Homes in the foreground
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Site Access and Highways 
The site benefits from potential links to existing high quality 
road, cycle, pedestrian and train networks. Vehicular access will be provided 
via a new junction with the A442 at the north east of the site, just below the 
Doverdale Lane junction and to the north of the Doverdale Park Homes site 
entrance.  The junction will meet Worcester Highways standards and the 
small volume of traffic generated by the development will have limited effect 
on the capacity of the local highway network.


Within the site, a new spine road will serve the development and feed lower 
category roads, lanes & mews providing a hierarchy of character within the 
site.  Roads will be designed to provide natural speed calming and prioritise 

pedestrians while accommodating the 
needs of refuse and emergency vehicles.


Public Transport 
Public transport access to the amenities in Droitwich Spa is provided by the 
No.20B Droitwich Circular bus route which stops at Doverdale Park and 
connects the site with the town centre shopping areas, train station, schools, 
hospital and medical centres, and leisure centre. The No.133 Kidderminster - 
Droitwich bus service also stops here and provides further opportunities to 

Movement - Transport & Amenities

View from the west
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access retail and leisure amenities, as well as additional onward travel 
options.


Droitwich Spa train station is located just over a mile from the site (and on the 
20B bus route), providing access to Worcester, Birmingham and elsewhere 
via the national rail network.


Active Transport & Public Rights of Way 
To encourage sustainable and active transport options a new pedestrian and 
cycle route linking to the South West of the site providing more direct access 
to the town from within the development is proposed.


Access to the public rights of way leading from the end of The Forest will be 
provided by a path linking to the north east corner of the site.


Car Parking 
Car Parking for each dwelling will be provided in accordance with the 
Planning and Highways requirements, and in accordance with Building 
Regulations Part S.  Parking will be in a variety of forms; in-curtilage, shared 
courts and on-street to support the character of different areas of the site.


Accessibility 
The accessible approach, entry and use of the new dwellings shall be 
achieved through compliance with Building Regulations Approved 
Document M4(Category 1). 


A full Transport Assessment has been prepared by BWB Consulting and is 
submitted with this application and should be referred to for full detail.


Emergency Access for the Fire Service 
The site layout has been designed to accommodate straight forward 
access for the emergency services to each plot from the road. In 
accordance with Building Regulations Approved Document B. All parts of 
the dwellings can be reached within 45m of a fire appliance and no 
appliance would need to reverse more than 20m from a turning point in 
order to achieve access.
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Energy Statement 

More detailed strategies for the construction, power and heating of the 
proposed homes will be developed at the reserved matters stage to ensure 
these can be effectively incorporated in the technical design.  Nevertheless, 
the homes will fully meet the enhanced requirements of the building 
regulations with regard to energy consumption, and will aspire to meet the 
future homes standard.


High levels of building insulation and thermal performance will be achieved 
through layout principles and design detailing in order to reduce the primary 
energy demand of the homes built.  In addition, at the construction stage 
contractors are encouraged to review the carbon impact of construction and 
procurement choices to minimise the embodied carbon footprint of the 
development.


The use of renewable and low carbon energy sources is encouraged in order 
to further reduce the carbon consumption of the development in the long 
term.  The development has potential for on site renewable energy generation 
to contribute toward its in-use energy demand and this will contribute no less 
than 10% of the development energy requirement.  It is envisaged that an 

individual dwelling level renewable energy strategy will have solar 
photovoltaics and heat pumps at its cornerstone, and might also embrace 
solar thermal collection, waste water heat recovery and ventilation heat 
recovery systems.


Homes will be equipped to support the transition to the use of electric 
vehicles, which in itself can aid in the effective utilisation of on-site 
generation of electricity from solar pv’s.


As well as high building fabric standards, attention will be paid to the 
creation of healthy homes with good levels of ventilation designed to 
ensure the avoidance of overheating and provide thermal comfort year 
round.


A SuDS scheme is included and details of this are provided in the 
submitted drainage statement.  The use of porous and permeable surfaces 
where feasible will be encouraged to mitigate any impact of the 
development at-source.
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