
Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Alan and Sherry Shearman

Address Briarcroft,51 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments We wish to object most strongly to the above proposal on the grounds that it is the most
inappropriate place for development. We reside at Doverdale Park Homes which is adjacent
to the site in question. All of our fellow residents are elderly, many disabled and many
infirm. We moved here to enjoy an idyllic peaceful rural setting for our retirement
surrounded by countryside and nature. Already we find ourselves on a very busy road,
opposite large industrial estates with more in either direction towards Droitwich and
Kidderminster. Once we are within our site we can find peace but now it is proposed to
surround it with over 100 houses! The proposed access road for the development is almost
opposite the lane to Doverdale and the busiest of industrial estates with a constant flow of
Amazon vans. The road is always busy with private vehicles, light and heavy commercial and
buses. It gets very congested especially at rush hours and shift change times at the factories
and the thought of the extra traffic of over 100 houses converging here it frightening. The
idea of their children crossing, cycling or walking along the narrow path beside the road does
not bear thinking about! In any case the path ends a few hundred metres towards Droitwich
and this necessitates pedestrians crossing four lanes of dual carriageway to safety. It is
already difficult and dangerous for us residents to cross the road, by car or foot, due to the
heavy traffic flow especially as there is hatching in the middle of the road for entrance/exit
to the estate and estates opposite making it three lanes wide. Taking exercise is already
difficult and frightening. Please turn down this application AGAIN. Thank you.
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Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Marina Waters

Address 92 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I wish to object to the above application. Hampton Lovett has a very busy Kidderminster
Road running through it and more homes are going to make the situation even worse at the
very least there would be 102 extra cars adding to it. More people needing doctors and they
are already overflowing with patients. Schools don't have the spaces. In fact Droitwich is
already over stretched especially with the new homes already being built in the area. It is an
historical town and it is being ruined with far to many new homes being built. We moved
here for a little peace and quiet in our later years but it is becoming far to much. The
infrastructure is not there for even more homes and what damage would building works do
to our beautiful very old church, St Mary's. Many of my neighbours on the birders of
Doverdale would lose a lot of their privacy with a house towering over them is NOT an ideal
situation.
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Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Beverley Homer

Address Haven,23 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I object to this application as it will spoilt my view and disturb the peace and quiet of this
lovely retirement site in a rural area.I do not want houses overlooking my property and think
the noise from children and cars will be just awful. I came here 15 years ago for a rural
peaceful lifestyle, plus the lovely view I have. The main Kidderminster Rd just won't cope
with the amount of traffic and the bus service is terrible anyway. What a terrible decision it
will be to put houses around us.
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Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name David Whiting

Address Crossways,Doverdale Lane,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments This remains, despite the concessions and amendments made in response to the planning
inspector's reasons for refusing the appeal in 2019, a most contentious scheme. As the
Heritage Report concedes, the still essentially rural setting of the historic church will still be
irrevocably changed, despite any proposal to leave an area of 'pastureland' between the
environmentally fragile church site and the proposed smaller-scale development. But
regardless of the further impact to a very small and fragile hamlet which has had to
accommodate and adjust to an extensive industrial estate with attendant noise, disruption,
odours and light pollution, and a huge upswell of traffic on a now incredibly busy A442 and
Doverdale Lane, one must again voice the real concerns of the community services in
Droitwich. As it stands there is simply no adequate infrastructure in terms of health services,
education etc, and amenities to cope with the very large housing developments at Copcut,
Primsland, Yew Tree Hill etc, let alone 100 new dwellings in Hampton Lovett. A doctor friend
is in despair about how the NHS will manage, their resources for doctor and nursing support
already severely stretched. The proposal remains flawed because there continues to be no
adequate address of broader infrastructure issues and just how this housing development
will be supported by Droitwich as a whole. Even if services were adequate, brownfield
development should remain the focus, and vulnerable rural green spaces, like that already
much reduced at Hampton Lovett, should be preserved, not subject to this kind of erosive
development-creep. The idea, in this case, of 'build now and worry about the consequences
later' is incredibly foolish. This vulnerable parish simply cannot sustain any sudden and large
increase in its population, and nor can the broader community.
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Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Judith Watson

Address 46 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments We live on the periphery of Doverdale park homes,and wish to raise our objection,to houses
being built on the beautiful countryside ,that surrounds Doverdale Park,which is a Residential
mobile home park, of 102 units, for people over the age of 55. The homes of wild animals
and birds would be destroyed by the building of the estate too. We enjoy the tranquility of
the park,and would be very disturbed by a large building site ,and the accompanying noise
levels. We understand that the field is part of a flood plain,and have seen water
overflowing,and lying in the field. This scenario would be made worse by tarmac and
concrete on the site, preventing water draining away naturally. We worry about the facilities
that exist and are already being stretched. The building of more houses would put more
pressure on these facilities I.e. The doctors,The schools and The Hospitals . Another of our
worries is the traffic on the A 428,which is already very heavy in the morning and evening
rush hours,and would be made worse by large heavy lorries going onto the site.
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Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Mrs D Tunley & Mr R Rickard

Address 77 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments This was rejected last time so why are you going through all this again. We bought this
mobile home for a quite and peaceful life this will be shattered if these house get planning
permission to go a head . The road out side here is so busy what with Amazon vans and all
the other traffic. Some times it take's us 1/2 hour to get out on the road. The Dr's aren't big
enough now and the hospital's are to small for all the people around Worcestershire.What
happens when they get permission to build these house's will they want to go further back
and meet up on the A 38? This will leave us an island in the middle of a housing site and a
trading estate.
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Stephen and Jennifer Harris

Address Keepers Cottage,Kidderminster Road,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments We strongly object to the Proposed Development for the reasons given in the attached
document. See attached

Received Date 22/02/2022 15:37:27

Attachments The following files have been uploaded:

Refusal of New Development.pdf



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Robert Maidment-Wilson

Address 39 Lahn Drive,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 8TQ

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments My objection to this application is twofold. Firstly, the site is not earmarked for development
in the South Worcestershire Development Plan. That in itself should always result in planning
refusal, no ifs or buts. Secondly, you need only look at the disastrous adverse effects on
already inadequate local services, wreaked by the unwanted over development that has
been allowed to take place on the southern outskirts of Droitwich over the last 4 or 5 years
and the unacceptable level of extra traffic that they have created to know beyond any doubt
that any additional housing development will lead to complete collapse of both local services
and gridlock on the existing road system.

Received Date 22/02/2022 16:50:31

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Dave Cryer

Address Heritage,95 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I wish to object to the proposed application in the most strongest of ways, as detailed in the
attached document

Received Date 12/02/2022 17:00:25

Attachments The following files have been uploaded:

Planning Proposal W-22-00201-OUT Objection.pdf



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Ken Jacques

Address Badgers Sett,40 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I note from the wychavon council meeting held on 23/2/22 that motions were carried to
improve our carbon footprint, to protect green areas to improve access to nature and
biodiversity. The capture of carbon dioxide by the creation or retention of green spaces was
paramount, and reference was made to the environment act. Developers are called upon to
consider the impact upon climate change, and the sourcing of considered materials from
local providers. The council are committed to an intelligently green plan. This proposed
development flies in the face of adopted grow save policy, and is allocated a million pounds
to achieve an outcome of climate change. How can a development that will significantly
increase carbon footprint, at the same time as destroying biodiversity possibly chime with
the councils own democratic mandate?? Planners take note of this objection please. You
can't say one thing and do another. Ken Jacques.
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Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name MR MRS LOVERIDGE

Address the bungalow riverside caravan park,,Dowles Road,Bewdley,Worcestershire,,DY12 2RE

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments we are the owners of the Doverdale Park Homes, A Retirement Park home estate, Our
Residents and ourselves are appalled about this application, should it be approved, it will
spoil the quite rural tranquil setting, we are worried that people will no longer want to buy
their dream homes on our retirement site which has been a mobile home park over half a
century, due to this large housing estate being built on green belt land which is surrounding
our park. these people have bought their park homes in good faith, as the setting is nice and
quite with surrounding green belt land. This is giving the go ahead for people to purchase
any green belt land and get planning upon it.

Received Date 25/02/2022 12:51:52

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Ken Jacques

Address Badgers Sett,40 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I have conducted a straw poll on a local social media site. I'm just 5 days , 78 people have
registered their vote to be either against a new housing development, or against the
destruction of green belt land for profit. This may not give specific reasons for objections but
it certainly gives a strong indication of the parochial view. The poll can be viewed on the "
next door" app under the Hampton Lovett area. The planners should take note of this
generalised comment which clearly offers resistance to this unnecessary proposed
development.

Received Date 26/02/2022 11:27:29

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Matt O’Sullivan

Address Forest End,Kidderminster Road,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I dont think this planning should go ahead. Firstly there is a retirement residential park
directly in front of the land, they don't need that, it will stress them out for many reasons
like the noise of a building site, clouds of dust blowing around,lorrys and jcbs all day, and
then over 100houses full of people and another busy road buzzing all day, it's bad enough
the a442 in front of us has become ridiculously busy thanks to 1000s of Amazon vans
speeding up and down all day, don't take the only bit of green land left between all this
industrial land. The wildlife on the land most days will be homeless, I live next to the
residential park in front of the land. Every day there are rare animals like a family of
buzzards living in the trees on the land, also roe deer live there. The land also floods every
now and again due to the river that becomes the salwarpe running along the edge of the
land, annually it pretty much looks like a lake, the land naturally takes it and it needs to be
there, putting a road and houses there is only going to cause a lot of people with a couple of
inch's water in the ground floor of there house and maybe the roads flooded so access would
be impared. I know building has to go on somewhere but this particular land should not be
altered or taken away from being it's natural self.

Received Date 26/02/2022 17:11:54

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name MICHAEL BELL

Address Dorron,60 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments To: Emma Worley Having moved here 1year ago because i wanted to be in a more rural area
with a better environment the proposed development will put me back to square one.
Objections: Building in this area would not be keeping in character with the properties
already here. Noise generated from 102 properties and up to 500 people would surely have
an effect on our peaceful life. Pollution would increase due to increased traffic, barbeques,
and bonfires(we cannot have fires or barbeques). We are an elderly community looking to
enjoy our latter years in peace. Wildlife will be affected for many years to come because of
the heavy machinery needed for excavation and may never recover. Danger from increased
traffic turning on to and off the A442 As i understand it builders are given permission to
work unsociable hours this would also add to the stress we would feel. I look forward to a
satisfactory outcome

Received Date 27/02/2022 12:19:28

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Nick and Helen Ryman

Address 32 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments See attached

Received Date 28/02/2022 15:10:47

Attachments The following files have been uploaded:

Planning Application letter - Updated Feb 2022.pdf



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Rose Morgan

Address 74 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I am writing to object most strongly against this planning application. If allowed it would
impact significantly not just on the residents of Doverdale Park Homes but on the area as a
whole. The previous application was refused because of the harm that would be caused to
the landscape and the setting of The Church of Saint Mary as it would spoil the charm and
character of the area. This is still the case. An estate of new builds would be totally out of
place in our little parish. This area was not earmarked for housing in the South
Worcestershire Development Plan. Our countryside and wildlife is disappearing at an
alarming rate and needs to be protected. If this development is allowed it would be yet
another unnecessary, irreplaceable loss.

Received Date 28/02/2022 17:37:39

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Brian Shanahan

Address 91 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Since this development was turned down some time ago, as far as I can see, all the factors
which contributed to that refusal are still the same, including the Archaeology of the area,
our flooding and sewerage problems, loss of green space, repercussions for our wildlife etc.
The recent opening of a huge Amazon depot has substantially increased road traffic, as well
as noise and air pollution, from the constant daily flow of delivery vehicles exiting Doverdale
Lane from their depot. The added traffic flow that 102 more dwellings will bring to this area
has the potential to be overpowering, so I strongly object to this new proposed
development.

Received Date 14/02/2022 10:42:36

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Mr & Mrs S

Address Morningside,44 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments FAO Emma Worley, Case Officer Please see attached file for details of our objection.

Received Date 28/02/2022 18:01:09

Attachments The following files have been uploaded:

Objection020322.pdf



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Ken Jacques

Address Badgers Sett,40 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I write on this occasion as the secretary of the legally qualifying residents' association at
Doverdale park homes. (DPRA) As an association we have taken a view to allow people to
make their own responses to the proposed development. We took this decision so as not to
appear to have solicited opinion, and for the avoidance of any argument of coercion. As the
objection window draws to a close, you should note that there are many residents on
Doverdale that do not have internet access, or even the ability to respond by conventional
mail due to physical restrictions or cognitive capacity to respond. The planners however
should be in no doubt as to the overwhelming feeling ofdread and anger at what it merely a
tinkered resurrection of a previously rejected plan. That silent number can be heard through
this communication as an overwhelming objection to and rejection of this application. We are
a tightly knit community, and as secretary I have the ear of most. I have not engaged in a
single conversation that has anything other than venomous and vociferous condemnation,
for all of the reasons so very well expressed by those that could and have. Do not
underestimate the strength of feeling of resistance to this "wreck the countryside for profit"
application. Ken Jacques Secretary DPRA

Received Date 01/03/2022 12:23:54

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Mr & Mrs K Twigg

Address 26 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments It seems so unnecessary to put houses on this small field in a small village which has a wide
variety of wild life. The traffic on A442 is already heavy and dangerous to cross. The Doctors
and schools are oversubscribed, public transport is limited and not suitable for families. The
area here is very peaceful only hearing the occasional train and bird singing.We are on a site
for senior people and do not want to hear noise of cars right at the back of our small
gardens day and night and do NOT want to be overlooked.

Received Date 02/03/2022 13:15:20

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Robert O'Sullivan

Address Forest End,Kidderminster Road,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments The land for this application is off the A442 droitwich to kidderminster which is already very
busy with traffic, with the planning application surrounded by three industrial estates and a
mobile home park with close to 100 elderly residents. It will be much more difficult for those
residents to move around because of all the extra traffic, with their quality of life severely
affected by increased air and noise pollution. I am concerned for myself and the residents of
hampton lovett that introducing a walkway from the big bear island around my own property
of Forest End is completely destroying our privacy and security. This will be the case for
neighbours the other side of the forest who will be faced with boundary planting, something
that they and I never thought we would have to object to when purchasing our properties. I
have been a resident of Hampton Lovett since 1984 and this application completely goes
against the rural tranquility myself and my family have experienced for nearly 40 years.

Received Date 03/03/2022 14:53:08

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Ruth O'Sullivan

Address Forest End,Kidderminster Road,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I have been a resident in Hampton Lovett for nearly 40 years. There have been a lot of
changes in this time, building industrial estates and extending the A442 which has caused
unbearable traffic and pollution in the area. Trees, woodland and hedgerows have been
removed for this, making wildlife extinct. The only green belt surviving here is the land
subject of this application which of course I firmly object to. This land contains anthrax due
to cattle buried, which is highly toxic and dangerous when soil is disturbed. This area also
floods annually and sewage flows from the doverdale residential park homes, overflowing
several times a year, flowing into the nearby waterway. Building more homes in the area will
certainly add to this problem whether new pipework is installed or not. The wildlife we have
here consists of deers, foxes, birds, buzzards and red kites who will disappear/die.
Furthermore, we have already been victims of crime due to the A442 access, so a public
footpath/cyclepath behind our home and the residential park is an open invitation for
criminality, making this a long term threat to our security and distress this can cause for our
mental health.

Received Date 03/03/2022 15:17:17

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name BRYAN PEARSON

Address 3 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Comment

Type neighbour

Comments MY THOUGHTS ON THIS PROPOSED PLANNING APPLICATION. AFTER LOOKING AT A
BIRDSEYE VIEW OF THE PLANS AND ITS RECOMMENDATIONS, IT IS OBVIOUS IN THE VERY
NEAR FUTURE, PLANS TO EXTEND THIS SITE WILL BE REQUESTED. THIS A RECOGNISED
PLOY BY BUILDING DEVELOPERS. THE PROPOSAL FOR THE HEDGES, TREES AND WILD
FLOWERS. THIS WILL TAKE YEARS TO PROVIDE A MATURE BOUNDRY TO SCREEN THE SITE
FROM THE .LOCAL RESIDENTS ALREADY DWELLING THERE, MANY PEOPLE WHO LIVE ON
THE ADJACENT PARK SOME OF WHICH ARE RETIRED, ELDERLY AND INFIRM, I AM SURE THE
LAST THING THEY WANT TO SEE AND HEAR IN THE TWILIGHT OF THIER YEARS IS A
CHILDRENS PLAY AREA. RESIDENTS LIVING IN THIS VICINITY, WHO AT THIS MOMENT IN
TIME, ALREADY EXPERIENCE AIR POLLUTION FROM A VERY DANGEROUS, FAST AND BUSY
CARRIAGEWAY. ALONG WITH NOISE POLLUTION FROM THE INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX NEARBY.
IF THIS APPLICATION WAS ALLOWED, THEY THEN WOULD ALSO HAVE TO EXPERIENCE THE
NOISE AND HAZARDS OF DEVELOPING A BUILDING SITE ALONG WITH ALL OF ITS
INFRASTRUCTURES AND SERVICES FOR A VERY LONG TIME. PEOPLE HAVE MOVED INTO
THIS VICINITY TO ESCAPE FROM THE TOWNS AND CITES AND THE HUB BUB OF TODAYS
LIVING, BUT APPEARS IT IFOLLOWING THEM. THIS COULD A SITUATION WHERE COMMON
SENSE A'NT SO COMMON ANY MORE. BRYAN PEARSON.

Received Date 05/03/2022 12:58:07

Attachments



Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name David Whiting

Address Crossways,Doverdale Lane,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Further to my last comment, and further considering the proposed amended housing
development plan at Hampton Lovett, and reading again the Heritage Report, I realise just
how little the new proposal will mitigate the original concerns of the Appeal Inspector, and
some of her reasons for dismissing the Appeal. Yes, the concession of a much smaller area
of pastureland will now be preserved to the south of the church site, but much smaller it
certainly will be. The beautiful and memorable panorama from the direction of the A442
across the whole sweep of the present field to the church, which can be currently obtained
adjacent to the northern perimeter of Doverdale Park Homes, will be completely lost, and
the church will now only be glimpsed briefly from much nearer the Forest access road. This
really damages the sense of an already reduced rural oasis for this historic church, and of
course ANY view of this rural setting and of St Mary's will be completely lost to the residents
of Doverdale Park Homes. They will be hemmed in and virtually marooned by this
development. Any more distant view of the church from the south (in the green corridor
between Doverdale Park and the railway line) will also be obliterated by the new housing.
Precious remaining vistas will be lost, and any remaining sense of the church's long-
preserved pastoral context will be severely reduced to a slither of adjacent green land, and
one that, visually and aesthetically-devalued, will be all the easier to build on too in due
course.
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name James Middleton

Address Worcestershire Children First,,County Hall,Spetchley Road,Worcester,Worcestershire

Type of Comment  Comment

Type neighbour

Comments To Whom It May Concern, A provisional education impact assessment has been carried out
on the planning application W/22/00201/OUT. The education impact assessment is attached
as a separate document. We encourage active dialogue with ourselves regarding all potential
applications and the impact on educational facilities within the County, therefore please do
not hesitate to get in touch with the Sufficiency and Place Planning Team at Worcestershire
Children First. Contact details are included in the assessment. Yours Sincerely The
Sufficiency and Place Planning Team

Received Date 08/03/2022 12:31:16

Attachments The following files have been uploaded:
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Cllr Christine Ellson-Evans

Address Alamay,53 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments This is my last attempt on this occasion, to get this application to build 102 Dwellings around
Doverdale Park Homes by Beechcroft Land Ltd & Henry Bouskell on behalf of the Wimbush
Trust refused again! We are a small population of semi or fully retired residents who chose to
give up/or sell our previous homes, probably to young families, so that we could come to
this Retirement Village on Private Land, which is classed as out side The settlement
boundary of the town of Droitwich! Also north of The Significant Gap, that makes us rural,
and an integral part of Hampton Lovett & not in a suburban area. Which by choice we gave
up a that type of life to live in a more peaceful & tranquil setting to enjoy the community
spirit which we have and what we are entitled to through The Mobile Homes Act (which is a
publication by the Government that protects our rights to live this life that we have chosen)
We are a different construction to normal brick buildings, mainly wood with light metal roofs
also we are single storey. We also have strict rules that we have to abide by that is in our
terms & conditions with our Site owner.That this proposed development will not have. Most
Residential mobile Park homes are situated on the outskirts of towns in rural locations, this
is the attraction to people of retirement age who want to live an independent life as long as
they can, It is a necessary housing need for the mature population, who have decide to
downsize, and choose to live this way! This proposed development if it is passed on the 3rd
time of trying as I am aware of, will completely destroy this way of life we have at present.
So I implore The Planning Committee to think of all the Residents Of Doverdale Park Homes,
who would be very much overlooked our rights to Privacy taken away and the noise &
pollution that this proposed development would bring in the development of it, & on
completion, also the surrounding area of Hampton Lovett would be changed from the Hamlet
it is now. The outlook that our lovely 12th century Church has with this imposing
development in front of it would also be lost, I know the Appellant has left a small gap, but
do you really think this will stay?? Phase 2 comes to mind eventually!! I think this Appellant
and their advisors have no concern for the residents of our area, and how they propose to
destroy this small piece of pasture land which I might add, should be protected according to
The Policies in The SWDP, it's immoral to blame the Covid pandemic where people have lost
their lives, to try to get this Proposed Planning application through on default, because the
SWDP has not been updated on time! What is there is still VALID in force and should be
adhered to! We are all beginning to feel oppressed! as we are a small minority trying to fight
our own battle, without money or advisors! on two fronts. This Application to build homes,
and The Proposed Local Government Boundary Commission changes. Which if both given the
go ahead WiILL drastically alter OUR way of life, and not what we had chosen when we came
here in the first place! So someone please have a heart and some common sense! From
Christine Ellson- Evans & Michael Evans
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Bernard Adams

Address 21 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,droitwich,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I strongly oppose this planning application as the impact this will have on the residents of
doverdale park will be nothing other than horrendous we all moved here for the peace and
quiet and country life style but that will all be lost if the building of the planed 102 houses is
allowed the impact on our lives dose not bear thinking about not only losing our privacy but
the continual noise of lorries diggers the dust and also when the roads are being laid the
smell of the tar it would mean no windows or our doors could be left open people with
breathing problems would suffer how will we retain our privacy with trees a 20 foot high
fence our light would be affected when people moved to this park home sight it was there
final move we all came here for the same reason to live our final years in peace and quite
the only time these homes are put up for sale is one we're in a home or 2 we've passed
awayi just hope these words don't fall on deaf ears and all our concerns are taken into
consideration it has also come to light that wychavon also want to remove our rural status
so a double whamy we just want peace and quite thank you Mr B & Mrs I Adams
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Jennifer Lawrenson

Address Crossways,Doverdale Lane,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Whilst the most recent application for a smaller development in Hampton Lovett would, in
theory, impact the area less than the previous one, the revised proposal will actually make
very little difference to the concerns of the elderly residents of Doverdale Park and nearby
environs, both in the short term - building disruption etc.- to their other ongoing concerns
and also to the long lasting environmental damage. In a time when we are becoming
increasingly aware of the importance of preserving and improving, if possible, the integrity
of our existing environment rather than mindlessly "box-ticking" then this proposal should
be VERY carefully considered. Recent massive housing developments to the south of
Droitwich providing about 1,200 homes have already taken place leading to the further
creep of urbanisation in the area (and therefore loss of rural spaces) and to an increasing
strain on local infrastructure. Let's not needlessly add to a growing problem.
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Sandra Wakelam

Address The Forge,Kidderminster Road,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Planning ref: W/22/00201/OUT I would like to state my objection to proposed plans for
above planning permission request. I object on the grounds listed below to proposed
development of 102 homes in the Hampton Lovett area. * Existing Road network on the
A442 and connected dual carriageway already accommodates an extensive amount of traffic.
This includes from current residential dwellings and from increased traffic due to industrial
trading estate, which includes amazon factory. This has already has been highlighted as
having a significant impact already on existing community and village, with increased speeds
and increased traffic flow. Any additional traffic that would come from new housing
development, current road network would not be able to cope with increase. * Impact on
indigenous wildlife reducing their natural habitat, including destruction of important
woodland. * Area proposed has been been subjected to flooding from local natural water
network, not making it suitable for building of residential accommodation. * Increased
pressure on local infrastructure unable to cope with increased population e.g GP; dental and
education establishment ( services which are already stretched. * Decreased well being for
existing residence ( which a large proportion are elderly on Doverdale Park homes ) from
increased road traffic noise and associated pollution. * impact on rail network and safety
implications to close proximity. * Detrimental impact on integrity on the village and
community, Norman church of significant historical importance, cited in doomsday book.
*Previous planning application rejected on appeal for many of reasons stated above.
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Mr & Mrs S

Address Morningside,44 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Please find attached file dated 9 Mar 2022 Copy to be forwarded to Cllr N Wright

Received Date 10/03/2022 14:14:38

Attachments The following files have been uploaded:
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Julian Pope

Address Meadow Cottage,6 The Forest,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0LU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I would like to object for reasons similar to that regarding previous applications for
development on this land, which include the impact on the countryside, views of the church,
traffic impact and access to the A442 Although this application is of slightly smaller size it
would surely be the intention of a developer to increase the development in the future to
that totalling previous development plans which were rejected

Received Date 10/03/2022 22:04:55
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Luke O'Sullivan

Address 31 Deane Drive,Whittington,WORCESTER,WR5 2SR

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Having lived in Hampton Lovett for all my childhood and early adulthood with family still
living in the area, this proposal would severely damage the character and appearance of the
area. The development itself does not fit at all with Hampton Lovett, building on the
proposed land would ruin this greenbelt land and I feel the plans are extremely dense in
terms of having 40% green space. Wildlife is fundamental part of Hampton Lovett, the forest
and surrounding land. To destroy parts of this would be ludicrous from an ecological
standpoint, whilst the added air and noise pollution from the construction will be forever
damaging to the quality of life in the area. Having 102 dwellings built a stones throw from a
heritage site of St Marys Church would be damaging for it's setting, causing more harm in
my opinion that any benefit of building more housing close to Droitwich. The proposed
entrance to the estate is consistently flooded year after year, with traffic having to detour
through the nearby industrial estate to avoid the flooding. Having two exits from the
industrial estate either side of an entrance to the estate and the residents of the holiday
park homes entrance, the traffic on an already very busy A442 would be borderline
ridiculous, especially taking into account the flooding. Crime prevention is very much a
legitimate concern for the residents of Hampton Lovett, and the proposed footpath/cyclepath
that would provide links to Droitwich and already established housing estates will only raise
fear and anxiety of residents of the holiday park homes and other residents of Hampton
Lovett who have purchased properties with a confidence of a quiet rural life.
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name JULIE PRIEST

Address Little Haven,17 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments We object to the proposals due to the following concerns. We live in a secure safe peaceful
park home environment which would certainly change if the proposals go ahead. noise and
pollution from construction of the site. Noise and disturbance from the road adjacent to
Doverdale Park which would be very close to our home. Fumes from emissions of vehicles.
Noise from vehicles. General noise from housing estate. Loss of privacy due to being
overlooked, property on Doverdale park are all one storey bungalows, so 2 or more storey
homes would be a concern, also loss of light could be an issue. Concerns for the habitat of
wildlife in the area. Concerns about the possible rise in crime,(we have no worries about our
safety since we moved in ) Serious concerns about more people using the pavement on the
Kidderminster Road' the pavement is very narrow and the Kidderminster Rd is very busy
with a lot of HGV lorries and other vehicles, if people have to pass each other there is the
possibility of having to step in the road to pass which is dangerous. There are no crossings
across the Kidderminster Road, so crossing will become more dangerous if there are even
more vehicles turning out of the housing estate. These proposals are already causing stress
and anxiety for us and other residents on Doverdale Park.
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Suzan Knight

Address 86 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0NU

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments We strongly object to the proposals for the following reasons. The noise and dust from the
construction would be unbearable. There would be an unacceptable increase in traffic and
pollution from up to 200 cars. There would be a loss of wildlife habitat and light pollution
would be an issue. There would be an adverse impact on local services such as GP surgeries
and schools. We feel pedestrian access would be a problem due to the narrow footpath on
Kidderminster Road. We are worried that the change to the current rural environment will
have a negative effect on the surrounding property values. We feel safe and secure on the
peaceful Doverdale site and fear a rise in crime. The quiet enjoyment of our property would
be ruined. Mr J and Mrs S Knight
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Mrs Susan Shaw

Address 98 Doverdale Park Homes,Hampton Lovett,DROITWICH SPA,WR9 0FJ

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments Dear Sirs, Myself and my husband totally object to planning permission being granted for
the erection of 102 houses surrounding Doverdale Park Homes in Hampton Lovett. Firstly the
residents of this estate have have worked all their lives and decided that they wanted to
spend their later years in life in a semi rural location, Most of us have already lived within
large estates and this was our way of enjoying our retirement. Can you please explain to me
why someone would be allowed to destroy ancient woodland, when the government are
asking us to plant more trees to save the ozone layer. Hampton Lovett already has a large
estate (Westland) close to its border, has any one given thought of the extra medical centre
that would be needed together with additional schooling. Both of these institutes are already
bursting at the seems. Next is the road, the A442, the traffic has more than trebled within
the last 2 years, Has any thought been given to the extra traffic from 102 houses. There
would be at least 2 cars per household as public transport only runs every hour during the
week until 5.00 pm and does not run at all on Sundays. So once again traffic would be
unbelievable. The residents of Doverdale are governed by strict rules as to what we can and
cannot use on the estate i.e No barbecues, fencing has to be of non-combustion material, no
fireworks. Sheds must also be of non-combustion material and no garden fires. Our homes
have to be of a certain distance between them to conform to all legal requirements. Yet none
of this seems to apply to the proposed planning application. Will a boundary fence be
erected between this estate and Doverdale and be of non-combustible material to protect
our homes. Street lighting - Doverdale Park has very little street lighting in fact it is almost
non-existent so as not to destroy the environment. Would this large estate be the same or
would they have street lighting all over it polluting the atmosphere. This application must
not be allowed to go ahead due to the uncertainty of the plans and its overall effect on the
surrounding area of Hampton Lovett.
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Comment for planning application

W/22/00201/OUT

Application Number W/22/00201/OUT

Location Land At (Os 8894 6544) Kidderminster Road Hampton Lovett

Proposal Outline planning application for the erection of up to 102 dwellings, new vehicular and
pedestrian access, and associated works. All matters reserved except for access.

Case Officer Emma Worley  

 

Organisation

Name Alan Glover

Address 224 Turls Hill Road,Bilston,WV14 9HH

Type of Comment  Objection

Type neighbour

Comments I am writing this objection on behalf of Mr & Mrs John & Doreen Bale, my father and mother-
in-law, residents at No 35 Doverdale Park Homes, Droitwich WR9 0NU They are both 90, in
poor health, and unable to use the technology sufficiently to make their own comments. I
am their Power of Attorney and am making these comments with their full knowledge and
agreement. They strongly object to this proposed development. This long established Park
Home Estate, by its nature, is for residents to enjoy their retirement in peace and quiet. Mr
& Mrs Bale have lived here over 20 years, and chose this Park Home site specifically because
of its location, surrounded by countryside and rural living, and not affected by noise or visual
pollution. Their property looks directly over the field where building is proposed and such a
development would completely take away their outlook and turn them into 'estate living' by
virtue of the increased traffic noise, being overlooked by the new properties, lawnmowers,
barbecues, late night music, car doors banging, children playing in gardens etc. Everything
they moved here to get away from. If approved, development of the site and building would
take several years during which they would be exposed to noise, dust, dirt and possible
pollution. We understand that at some point animal carcasses may have been buried in the
field, has disturbance of that been considered? It seems like a service road will be running
directly along the boundary, and although plans refer to hedging and tree planting to break
the view, the view they have now will be COMPLETELY and IRREVERSIBLY destroyed. An
application for development on this site was relatively recently turned down at the High
Court, what has changed to allow another application to be submitted at this time. Mr Bale
was up until recently a Parish Councillor and he understood that there was still sufficient
brownfield capacity for new homes in the area, and targets for home building locally were
being achieved, so why should this application be permitted when it will be so destructive to
the outlook and peaceful way of life enjoyed by all residents of the site for many years,
many of whom, including Mr & Mrs Bale, are in poor health and worried and anxious by
these continued applications. The main road that would be servicing this development is
already busy, particularly at rush hour periods. As you will be aware there is an Amazon
warehouse on the Industrial Estate opposite, which has added many more vans to the route,
in addition to the already heavy industrial traffic on this main road. A further Est. 250 cars
on this estate will potentially overwhelm the area. Local provisions for services are limited,
schools, doctors, shops etc, and will also be put under further pressure by this development.
The destruction of habitat and loss of wildlife is also surely counter to all the recent
developments to protect land and wildlife wherever possible. There are pheasants, rabbits,
foxes, owls, bats, buzzards and moles easily ascertainable as using the habitat, so I am sure
there are many more, some potentially protected species, using the site were a full survey
carried out. It goes without saying that approving this development will effectively put a
blight on all of the properties of Doverdale Park Homes, making selling them more difficult, if
not impossible, and also seriously reducing their value. Mr & Mrs Bale's property has an open
aspect over the fields, which attracts a premium for buyers. This would be gone in an instant
where permission granted. I hope you can see the considered reasoning behind all the
comments made in objection already, that feelings are strong and the additional stress being
placed on residents in the latter years of their lives is unfair and unreasonable, and the
negative affect of this proposal on the Circa 100 properties on the Park Home is significantly
more than the benefits to be achieved by approval. Once approved and built, the benefits of
Doverdale Park Homes for its elderly residents will be gone forever. I trust that you will give
due consideration and full weight to all of the objections raised, and hope that you make the
right decision, to again refuse permission for development. Please contact me should any



point require clarification. I can of course provide copies of my Power of Attorney if required
Alan Glover on behalf of John & Doreen Bale 35 Doverdale Park Homes WR9 0NU
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From Mrs Christine Ellson-Evans & Michael Evans, Alamay 53 Doverdale Park Homes, Hampton 

Lovett, Nr Droitwich Worcestershire WR9 0NU

Objection from Neighbour

Dear Mrs Worley,

Well! I didn’t think I would be having to object to this renewed Planning Application again! 

2 yrs since the previous application (diff Planning ref then)this was dismissed by the Inspector, 

appointed by The Secretary of State on 28/01/2019.

This proposed new development of 102 dwellings lies entirely outside the settlement boundary of 

Droitwich which is defined in SWDP2 as open Countryside where developments should be strictly 

controlled!

The land was not proposed for future development, being not suitable, so was ruled out.

The proposed development did not accord with a lot of other SWDP Policies and Policies in The 

NPPF too!. SWDP25 was another one, saying the development would not integrate with the 

character of the Landscape setting. It also contravened with the Heritage Policies SWDP 6 & 24,

We have noticed that the Appellant has since tried to address these issues by leaving a piece of 

pasture land in front of the Church and in front of the homes on The Lane know as the Forest.

This is not acceptable! This will impact more on to the Doverdale Park Residents. Do we not count? 

are we not entitled to be considered? Ignored because we are of the older generation trying to 

enjoy the Peace and Tranquility, Security and Privacy that Doverdale Park Homes gives us, as a 

Residential Retirement Park.

This new proposed Development with possibly 3 storey Homes overlooking our single storey homes 

with over 200 vehicles anticipated will destroy all of that, if permission is allowed this time! 

The Policies in The SWDP, under review at present, have been delayed & now, not due to be 

adopted until October 2023? 

This does not give the Appellant Advisors the excuse to say they are out of date though!

Surely the existing SWDP Policies are still in force till that adoption date is reached.

As I mentioned at the previous enquiry when allowed to give my opinion to the Inspector.

What’s the point of making Policies, if people think they can turn or twist them, to how they would 

like them to be interpreted for their own ends. If you make these Policies they should be adhered to 

on both sides!

I would like to state my husband and I agree with all the other objections that have been

given by a lot of the Residents Of Doverdale Park Homes and on the Kidderminster Rd, especially 

about the extra traffic on the A442 

It’s noise and pollution, it is also used as a race track for supercharged cars also motorbikes. I’m 

afraid most of the traffic users coming down towards Droitwich do not keep to 40mph limit 

and with another entrance on to this busy road so close to the junctions of The Forest & Doverdale 

Lane. This could become a very nasty accident waiting to happen!

A comment I would like to address, In Ridges Planning Statement under the LVA , that there would 

be limited impact to the Landscape, the site character would change from open greenfield land to a 

residential development and would become an EXTENSION to the existing Doverdale Park Homes !!! 

We are completely different to a surban set up! 

Doverdale Park Homes has Private Landowners, we have rules that we have to abide with, which 

includes no Outside fires or BBQs due to the nature of our Park Homes construction,

We are very concerned how we would be protected if this development went ahead as it’s only 

natural that families would want BBQs and maybe fireworks! Have Hereford & Worcestershire Fire 

Service been invited to comment on the obvious dangers that could face us and how they should be 

mitigated?
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One final comment to make, I don’t think the Appellant is aware of the traffic on the 

railway line. Beside being a danger to children, it is a busy main line from Worcester going through 

The Black Country, and ending on the outskirts of Birmingham.

It also carries heavy freight trains with one going through during the night once or twice a 

week, with a Diesel engine both ends carrying industrial waste! Which vibrates through our home as 

it goes past Doverdale Park it usually wakes me up! We live on the edge of the

wood boundary half way down! 

We are all hoping that this proposed development will be refused again! For the sake of all the wild 

life that would be lost too! The deer, Bats, Hedgehogs, foxes and a badger has been seen too, Owls, 

Pheasant and all the varied varieties of birds we get and enjoy their singing and visiting our gardens! 

They would be frightened away with all the noise & disruptions this New Development would bring 

which could take many years!

Can we ask that the Appellant thinks about how all the Residents of this Retirement Park Feel?

I am sure they can find other places to build their type of homes more suitable than this piece of 

pasture land, but I don’t think Beechcroft Land will let this go, so why don’t they sell it to some 

other Company who could make better use of it with out Compromising the land & its neighbours or 

wildlife & biodiversity! Beside a so called shortage of houses, there’s also a shortage of other type of 

residential accommodation that would be in harmony with us! 

Mrs. Christine Ellson-Evans & Michael Evans 

Sent from my iPad
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Crime rates are a worry. They are higher on all urban, social and affordable housing estates 

than on rural retirement parks. This is an additional worry for elderly residents on the park, 

where fear is a real issue. Crime on the park is virtually zero, which cannot be said of urban 

developments in the Droitwich area.

Like a large number of residents on the park, i have a number of health 

issues, which have been helped by living in what is currently a semi 

rural locaton. Retirement should be a time of life when you can enjoy 

your surroundings and worry less. Unfortunately, the proposed 

development over my garden fence, which will cause noise, pollution, 

loss of vista and light, is already a worry. Yet again, it feels that growing 

old is not considered grounds enough to be considered and assisted.

Mrs M Powell

22 Doverdale Park
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This area which is proposed for development is a wildlife haven and no doubt this would be sacrificed if the plans 

went ahead.

At the moment we have foxes roaming, many wild birds, we see bats of an evening and apparently there are great 

crested newts reported in the area. 

We were informed many years ago that dead livestock was buried under this field and as a result if it was disturbed 

Anthrax spores could be released into the air which could be a major health problem. 

Finally, we are sure you will look at all our objections and come to what you consider to be the right decision. 

The residents of Doverdale Park came to live here for its peace and quiet and rural setting. Our residents are elderly 

and we think they deserve to lead a quiet and contented life as their years pass by which is why they originally 

moved here.

As we said before, just because the land is there doesn’t mean it needs to be developed as the High Court ruled not 

so long ago.

Thank you for your time and patience.

Ian and Sue Haydon

37 Doverdale Park

WR9 0NU

To help protect your privacy,
Microsoft Office prevented 
automatic download of this
picture from the Internet.

Virus-free. www.avast.com



Mr & Mrs J. D.Crump

33, Doverdale Park Homes              Planning Inspectorate Ref: W/22/00201/OUT

Hampton Lovett.                              Planning Application: Beechcroft Land Ltd 

Droitwich Spa.

Worcs. WR9 ONU

01-03-22

Emma Worley

Dear Madam,

I am a resident living on the site adjacent to the field which is being considered 

for residential development. The appellants initial planning application-

17/01631/OUT was refused by Wychavon County & District Council, the 

Parish Council, Severn Trent Water Board, British rail and Highways, and of 

course the Residents in June 2018. Then after the court case, in 2020, when the 

application was again rejected, we were told that further application would not 

be considered for another 8 years!

So I am again writing in response to a letter concerning the appeal to develop 

‘The land to the east of Kidderminster Rd at Hampton Lovett,’ which is behind 

and at the side of the Park Home site. I am personally astonished again that with 

all the previous weight of refusal this is still being considered, and I hope that 

this application will be refused!

It is the most devastating news we have personally ever received, as it affects all 

the residents on this beautiful site especially those on the perimeter! We are all 

over the age of 55 and moved here to a quiet rural setting, to live out the latter 

years of our life in the calm surroundings of the countryside. Many of the 

residents are over 80 years old, many are living with various illnesses, which 

are permanent, and which restrict their movement and capacity to live a more 

‘normal and active life’.

Our concern is not just that the whole of our current life experience will 

completely change for ever, with the erection of 102 houses, but that the process 

of getting the site built will be very difficult. We assume that to develop the site 

will take between 3 and 5 years? All that time it will be a building site with all the 

mechanical machinery that is required resulting in a lot of noise, dust and 

workers. Developing the site has a number of major problems-

· Entry and exit on & off the busy Kidderminster road. It would be at the 

bottom of a hill, with a bend, and though speed is supposed to be 40 

mph frequently vehicles are travelling much faster….this includes many 

lorries and vans in and out of Doverdale Lane! This will become more 

of a hazard if vehicles are entering the main road from both sides.

There is also limited visibility ahead when coming down the hill and 

approaching the entrance and exit to the newly developed site.

· The lower part of the site is a flood plain for the local stream, which 

floods significantly each year. The effect of erecting houses will 

doubtless alter the natural drainage channels of the whole site. What 

will be the consequences?

· Buildings of two storeys will be looking down on to our site! Our 

privacy will disappear as people, looking out from their second storey, 

will naturally be looking down on to patio areas and even into our living 

quarters.
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OBJECTION TO PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT W/22/00201/OUT

This is a longer document than most objections presented so far, but many!supporting documents 

within the Planning Application are multi-paged. Please do not dismiss our objection on the basis of 

its length. We reserve the same privilege as others to present a detailed approach of a complex 

situation in order to convey strength of feeling and insights into the true nature of the area.

Planning consultation periods are usually from 3-8 weeks. Our responses to this application are 

limited to 21 days from the date of the advisory letter. That was dated 9 February 2022 but not 

received until Saturday 12 February 2022. The application was not accessible!on the website until 

that date.! Arriving on a Saturday limits any communication with outside parties and we had already 

lost 3 days, effectively losing 5 days in total,!thereby not achieving the 21 days minimum. There is 

much detailed information in the listed documents, which are constantly being updated or added to. 

The App notifies its subscribers of updates being added, but clicking on the link only brings up the 

first page of the Application file, not the updated section. Distinguishing between what has been 

read and what is new is tedious. We have received many more App notifications than the apparent 

number of possible updates or new documents. Even checking by date does not show as many new 

documents as app notifications. Why?!We think the Consultation period could have been longer to 

enable all parties to become fully acquainted with the submissions, objections and responses. The 

date for Consultation End is given as 10 March 22, suggesting to many people that this is the 

deadline for submissions/objections, when in fact it is 2 March.! That date is given under the 

Consultation Heading, and sub-heading of Consultee List. I think that reply due date was also stated 

for all on the Consultation list, but that does not appear to be the case now for Neighbours. Only 

those who have viewed more sections of the Planning link will have seen this due date. Many will 

not be familiar with how this works, leading to confusion and some objections missing the deadline.

Boundary Changes

While a boundary change is not within the direct remit of commenting on the proposal, it has 

become important by implication to this application. We learned at almost the same time of the 

proposed boundary change and application. It is planned to remove Doverdale Park Homes from the 

Parish Council of Hampton Lovett and include us within an extended Droitwich town boundary. 

Apart from a notice to the Parish Council, other residents of Hampton Lovett were not notified at 

the same time. They were not initially notified of the current planning application, but it appears 

that has now been achieved.! This development will affect them too, regardless of potential 

boundary change. 

It appears that boundary changes would include the property at Forest End and Doverdale Park 

Homes. They appear to be the only residential properties to be included. Other areas inside the new 

proposed boundaries would be the industrial estates from Stonebridge Cross up to the southern side 

of Doverdale Lane, westward to the northwest corner of Farmbank Plantation, and following its 

western boundary, southwards down to the edge of the Westwood area. Therefore, potential voters 

would be from 103 homes, (102 of those homes on Doverdale Park Homes), all the industrial units 

in the area, west of the A442, the Amazon distribution depot and a large area of tree plantations. Are 

there residents living in these industrial units or among the trees?!Why include us with the industrial 

units?! Homes within the hamlet of Hampton Lovett at the Forest and bordering the Kidderminster 

Road are not included within the boundary changes. Neither are any of the residences/farms on both 

sides of Doverdale Lane. They would all remain in the rural setting of Hampton Lovett. According 

to Hampton Lovett parish council, the residents at Doverdale Park comprise more than half of their 

voters. This proposed area to be changed has been part of the parish for a very long time. 
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The Significant Gap between our park and Berry Hill Industrial Estate, and the town area would be 

much less "significant" and the planned development would further fragment the green space. 

Being outside the town boundary was an obstacle to plans being passed previously, so such a move 

now to include us within Droitwich town would remove that obstacle. Would we receive any 

benefits from being part of the town? Very doubtful. We do not even receive deliveries of the free 

local newspapers. We are isolated from the town but a big part of Hampton Lovett. Would the 

proposed boundary change facilitate approval of the submitted plans? Who initiated that boundary 

proposal and why? Are other boundaries of Droitwich being extended? It does not appear so from 

the maps submitted. Is it really just this area of Hampton Lovett northwards from Stonebridge 

Island that!includes the land around Doverdale Park Homes? 

Doverdale Park Homes wish to remain within the parish of Hampton Lovett, with which we 

identify much more than Droitwich itself. Many residents interact with residents of the hamlet, 

attend/organise! activities at the village hall, attend the church and visit graves. We pay extra 

council tax as our parish contribution. We are part of this rural community and do not feel part of 

Droitwich, using the town only for shopping, banks, doctors etc.

Rationale

In order to present our very strong objections to the! above proposed development, we wish to 

highlight the Government's Guidance for the provision of! housing for older people:

"Offering older people a better choice of accommodation to suit their changing needs can help them 

live independently for longer, feel more connected to their communities and help reduce costs to the 

social care and health systems. Therefore, an understanding of how the ageing population affects 

housing needs is something to be considered from the early stages of plan-making through to 

decision-taking.

Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 63-001-20190626

Revision date: 26 June 2019"

Included within that Guidance are the needs of disabled people:

"An ageing population will see the numbers of disabled people continuing to increase and it is 

important we plan early to meet their needs throughout their lifetime.

Paragraph: 002 Reference ID: 63-002-20190626

Revision date: 26 June 2019"

"The!National Planning Policy Framework glossary!provides definitions of older people and people 

with disabilities for planning purposes, which recognise the diverse range of needs that exist. The 

health and lifestyles of older people will differ greatly, as will their housing needs, which can range 

from accessible and adaptable general needs housing to specialist housing with high levels of care 

and support. For plan-making purposes, strategic policy-making authorities will need to determine 

the needs of people who will be approaching or reaching retirement over the plan period, as well as 

the existing population of older people...

Paragraph: 003 Reference ID: 63-003-20190626

Revision date: 26 June 2019"

The National Planning Policy Framework updated 20 July 2021 states that sustainable development 

has "3 overarching objectives" - economic, social and environmental:
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"9.!These objectives should be delivered through the preparation and implementation of plans and 

the application of the policies in this Framework; they are not criteria against which every decision 

can or should be judged. Planning policies and decisions should play an active role in guiding 

development towards sustainable solutions, but in doing so should take local circumstances into 

account, to reflect the character, needs and opportunities of each area."

"102.!The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is:

(a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

(b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example 

because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), 

tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

(c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.

103.!Policies for managing development within a Local Green Space should be consistent with 

those for Green Belts."

Levelling Up

"The task force, announced in the!Levelling Up White Paper!and bringing different Government 

departments together to explore ways to expand housing options for older people across the country, 

has been described as an “exciting new dawn” for the UK by the influential campaigner on older 

people’s issues, Baroness Sally Greengross OBE.!"

"It comes after the publication of the Government’s!Putting People at the Heart of Care!White 

Paper!in December, which stated that “every decision about care is a decision about housing”, 

committed £300m towards supporting housing options, and said the Government would do more to 

give older people a good range of housing and care options.!"

• "“Game changing” commitment to older people’s housing task force in Levelling Up White 

Paper! 

• Announcement paves the way for better retirement for hundreds of thousands across the 

country 

• Move follows ARCO-led campaign for a task force to improve housing and care for older 

people" 

The task force is a game changer for levelling-up for older people, and is in line with wider trends 

to provide more choices for older people that sit between care ‘at home’ and moving to a care home, 

and follows an open letter to the Prime Minister last year signed by more than 40 politicians and 

campaigners, calling for the 2020s to be the “decade of housing-with-care”.

"The urgent need to expand the sector has been illuminated by the COVID-19 pandemic, during 

which Integrated Retirement Communities have kept residents shielded, healthy, and socially 

connected. Evidence has shown for a long time that Integrated Retirement Communities improve 

the health and wellbeing of residents – taking pressure off GP surgeries, hospitals and care homes, 

and freeing up homes for all ages."
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Jane Ashcroft CBE, Chief Executive of Anchor, Vice Chair of ARCO, said:!

“The COVID-19 pandemic has shone a light on the ways in which we look after older people in this 

country, and the need to radically shift our priorities towards prevention and healthy living.!

“Integrated Retirement Communities enhance the health, wellbeing and social connection of older 

people, reducing their time spent in GP surgeries, hospitals and care homes, and bringing greater 

happiness and independence to their lives.!"

Context

The Government estimates about 85,000 households to be living in fully residential park homes in 

England alone, but according to other organisations, figures are much higher.! Although Doverdale 

Park Homes is not a recognised Integrated Retirement Community as described above, it functions 

in a similar manner by providing a safe, tranquil environment, for people of senior years to live in a 

community settlement among other like-minded people,!in a rural location. This needs explanation 

because documents in the planning application do not appear to comprehend or take into full 

consideration the true nature of Doverdale Park Homes or the impact of this development on its 

vulnerable residents. 

Doverdale Park Homes

Residents own their park homes, situated on a fully residential site, but land is privately owned by 

the park home owners. No children are allowed to live on the park, therefore we do not experience 

noise from children, by choice. There are No caravans on the park, therefore not a "caravan park" 

as described in some documents. The term "static homes" in other documents is also outdated. 

Current legislation refers to mobile or park homes, so the outdated terminology in some planning 

documents needs to be updated to remove any implied derogatory or archaic nuances. One 

document even referred to as “Dovercourt”! We are decent, law-abiding citizens who have 

contributed to the national economy during our working lives, from many backgrounds, including 

public and military service. We would like some respect in our retirement. We are not a travelling or 

temporary community. We live here permanently all year round, not as on some sites, 10 or 11 

months/year and not as a holiday residence. Each home has to be the occupier's only main 

residence. Minimum age limit is 55 years of age and most occupants are retired or semi-retired. We 

live quietly and peacefully. We value and appreciate our quiet surroundings.

Important factors involved in living on Doverdale Park Homes:

◦ A big decision to sell previous homes, invest life savings to purchase park homes, 

consider owning a home but not the land it stands on, pay monthly fees to park 

owner for that privilege, if park home is later sold, 10% of the sale price goes as 

commission to the park owner.  

◦ Financially difficult to return to standard housing market after that decision 

◦ Well tended and cared for open plan gardens,!in spite of the land not being 

individually owned, various styles and tastes, some easy maintenance, others 
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needing more attention 

◦ Adherence to fire regulations, no wooden sheds, no wooden fencing, no fireworks, 

no bonfires 

◦ Homes are a minimum set distance apart 

◦ Easier adaptation of wooden homes to accommodate disabilities - wheelchair access, 

widen doorways, ramps to outside etc, attendance of carers for those with health 

issues 

◦ No interior steps or stairs 

◦ Sustainable, independent living for senior citizens for longer time, delaying or 

avoiding going into care system. 

◦ Some residents more than 90 years old, others lived here for 20-30 years 

◦ Some active residents, charity fund raisers, participants in activities at Hampton 

Lovett village hall and church 

◦ Residents' Association, organised outings and activities, newsletters 

◦ Settled, relaxed lifestyle, peace and quiet, minimal activity and little noise after 

nightfall 

◦ Feeling of security, no fear of crime 

◦ Open grass areas, trees, shrubs, driveways 

◦ Domestic pets limited per household 

◦ Wildlife, landscape, compact contained park with views to its periphery between 

homes to the field (proposed development site) and from driveways within the park, 

due to grid alignment of homes. 

According to Hampton Lovett Parish Council, 157 voters live on Doverdale Park. Not everyone has 

internet access or is able to respond to this development proposal. Some objections may not use the 

terminology or exact objections that would be deemed admissible to the Planning Committee, but 

there is no doubt that opinions are opposed to this proposed development. The majority of residents 

mention the peace and quiet that we enjoy now. Residents who are responding, are speaking for the 

vast majority of park occupiers, especially on behalf of those who are unable to respond themselves 

for whatever reason.! We plead for this to be taken into account. 

The proposed development would have, and is already having a profound effect on the wellbeing of 

Doverdale Park residents, due to anxiety about the proposal after so many years of uncertainty. That 

is evident from the comments submitted so far.

The previous application took a few years to process, was refused, taken to appeal and dismissed in 

January 2020. The whole process lasted for more than 5 years,! followed almost immediately by the 

pandemic, causing! 2 more years of stress. Now!we are faced with another application.! This is too 

much distress for a vulnerable sector of society and an adjoining housing estate would be 
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detrimental to the quality and style of life on the park. We have made conscious decisions to 

distance ourselves from the daily environment, commuting traffic, working families, young children 

and the ambient noise.! Far from enlivening or enriching our settlement, totally different lifestyles 

and aims would make the two communities totally incompatible. Residents of park homes tend to 

live longer than those in standard housing, in a peaceful atmosphere without the hassle of busy daily 

life around them. We do not want that peace to be destroyed.

Faced with the reality of living next to a housing estate, some residents would!sell their homes and 

move into the care system. During the previous planning process, some homes were sold and a few 

people have since died. Entering into the care system goes against what the Government stipulates 

in their guidelines of supporting independent living as long as possible and providing more options 

for older people. If the development was approved, it would set a precedent for planning 

applications to be permitted!near other residential parks. This cannot be allowed to happen. Net 

gains would be reduced. One housing sector would be set against another and produce a serious 

impact on housing available to older people. Park home living!would become a much less attractive 

option for senior citizens to buy into, reducing its effectiveness in alleviating!pressures on our 

struggling care and health systems. We do not live here by default. We have carefully chosen this 

way of life. The park home system should be supported and its tranquility not shattered by standard 

housing developments being built in close proximity.

For many years, the concept below is what we have and abide by in park home living:

"Government Consolidated Implied Terms in Park Home Pitch Agreements

Quiet enjoyment of the mobile home

11.!The occupier shall be entitled to quiet enjoyment of the mobile home together with the pitch 

during the continuance of the agreement, subject to paragraphs 10, 12, 13 and 14."

Comments re: Planning Documents

Supporting documents submitted for the Planning Application contain many discrepancies, 

inaccurate maps, omissions, misconceptions, faulty proofreading and a few outdated descriptions. 

These detract from confidence in presenting an accurate view of the situation. Some relied heavily 

on desk-based assessments and/or previous surveys with only cursory!updates that appear 

dismissive of potential issues . While we recognise results of monitoring systems and specialist 

fields of expertise,!permanent residents living next to the proposed site, are very well acquainted 

with the area's qualities and problems through first hand continuous knowledge and experience.

Landscape and Visual Appraisal

Site Maps

Many of the site maps showing Doverdale Park Homes adjacent to the proposed development area 

are inaccurate. This was pointed out at the presentation meeting at Hampton Lovett village hall 

during the previous application a few years ago. One park home in the north-east corner of 

Doverdale Park Homes is still missing from the Plotted Site Plan. That is an important property 

which has a beautiful uninterrupted view of Hampton Lovett church. The home has a wrap-around 

verandah, which was installed for the previous disabled owner, now deceased, to facilitate her 

wheelchair access around her home. It would have no privacy whatsoever for the current owners. 
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Another 2 properties are also still omitted, located further along the northern edge of the park. Such 

omissions from site plans of homes along the periphery are not acceptable.! Every home and 

occupier on the park has a right to be considered with regard to the plans.

Landscape

The present landscape setting would not be preserved from all angles if the proposal went ahead.

The entire field of the proposed site has been grazed by sheep for many years on a renewable 9-

month grazing tenancy with a local farmer, from around mid-April to January every year. In April, 

ewes with young lambs, many twins. Late summer, lambs go to market, of reputed good quality, 

achieving good prices. Autumn, rams are introduced.! January, all sheep returned to the farm before 

lambing time. The process continues every year, albeit intensive grazing by large numbers of sheep 

reduces the natural flora. January to April, the pasture lies undisturbed, grass recovers, birds use 

whole site. Changing the land use takes this field out of food production. There is not much 

alternative pasture available locally, so the farmer would have to reduce flock numbers, losing 

income as well as reducing food supply. The planned idea to retain a small area of pasture to the 

north of the development would not be sufficient to sustain any grazing, except maybe one pony. If 

not used for grazing the land will return to scrub. Indeed other areas in the south of the site, if not 

managed regularly would also revert to scrub. Sheep have shaped the landscape, vegetation and 

hedgerows, especially at times of insufficient grass in dry seasons. All would change. Without 

management, nettles and thistles, growing in large areas,!only eaten by sheep at times of meagre 

grass,!will proliferate by seeding and root spread.

Millgrove Plantation to the south has many poplar trees and their seeds are wind dispersed every 

year in profusion. Many will germinate if the area is not being grazed by!sheep. Severn Trent, in 

their document, advise that poplar trees should not be planted near any water pipework or 

equipment. How will that be managed?

Storms have caused poplars in the plantation to be damaged or brought down, a few falling across 

Elmbridge Brook. There they remained for many months or longer. In recent times, a local farmer 

has removed fallen trees from the brook, leaving them to one side close to the water. A potential 

obstruction to water flow in the brook if another flood event is sufficient to move the debris into its 

course. How would this area be managed in the future? There has to be some responsibility for trees 

and debris potentially entering the water course.

Visual Appraisal

There has been little maintenance of field boundaries for a period of time, and some are in poor 

condition. Will this aspect be rectified and maintained? 

One supporting document mentions "desire lines" across the site, suggesting they show use by the 

local community! The "lines" are actually sheep tracks! They tend to follow each other making 

narrow winding tracks, worn down in time with their small cloven feet. Many animals, being 

creatures of habit, use similar track lines, such as foxes and badgers. The field has rarely been 

walked by the local community, and not when the sheep are in residence.! There are no public 

footpaths within the field boundary and no legal entry points, the land not being for public use. The 

Public Right of Way, Bridle Path and Jubilee Planted area are fenced off separately from the field, 

even though some of the maps submitted for the proposal include them within the site boundary. 

This needs clarification.
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Doverdale Park Homes is included in views of the site from the location of the Forest roadway and 

there is an opinion that the new development would be an extension of the park!in keeping with the 

current settlement. However,! existing park homes are all of uniform height, one storey elevation, 

varied structural design, varied garden layouts, green spaces, trees, and shrubs. The homes are 

contained within a regular compact shape, do not extend across the whole field, still allowing sight 

of trees beyond, well above their rooflines. Clear views remain along the eastern side of the field 

down to the plantation in the south. The new development would change the landscape appearance 

completely, visible by all of the Forest area residents, people using Public Rights of Way near the 

church, and a large part of Doverdale Park Homes, especially from its northern and eastern 

boundaries. One plan shows retained viewpoints to the field in the north west and south east corners 

of Doverdale Park. Those viewpoints would only be available to one or two residents, and 

undulating roof levels of the planned development would intervene within those viewpoints, 

completely altering its setting within a landscape that has been unchanged for decades. The limited 

viewpoints do not compensate for that loss. At present, from many outside areas, homes located 

away from the park periphery can still see the field through gaps between homes. We have a feeling 

of space around us and a rural setting. If the new building goes ahead, we will become part of an 

urban sprawl, instead of the rural village style currently enjoyed. The development would more than 

double the size of the total settlement. Same number of house units at 102 but arranged in a less 

compact manner, and potentially more than double the number of existing residents.

We see very little of nearby industrial estates which are screened by trees and embankments. Our 

setting remains a small rural pocket, separated from Droitwich,!and not urban or suburban. With the 

proposed development it would become a sprawl due to the spread-out nature of the new site and 

lack of visibility through the site from any angle for existing neighbours.

Visibility of the proposed site from Doverdale Park is mentioned but comments appear to merely 

refer to the "urbanising influence" of the park without further explanation of the effect!on residents. 

That visibility and intrusion will have a constant daily impact on the lives of elderly residents and 

that needs to be considered. The development should not be regarded as an "extension" of 

Doverdale Park. The two settlements would be totally different in character and build-heights with 

an existing physical boundary between them. The effects on residents would not be minor or 

negligible as stated. It would affect at least 20 homes on the periphery, especially the home on the 

north-east corner of the park,!and other homes beyond via gaps between them, plus gardens and 

roadways throughout the park. There seems to be consideration towards casual users of the RoWs, 

whose views are fleeting compared to! those of permanent residents. Why? The wellbeing of those 

who are elderly, vulnerable!or housebound should be safeguarded, because the implications could 

have a serious impact on their health and local health services.

Privacy

Freedom of privacy, not being overlooked have long been enjoyed by residents on the boundary.

The proposed housing plan indicates buildings of 1, 2, 21/2 and 3 storeys, giving varying elevations 

across the new site. Some appear very close to the Doverdale Park Homes boundary. None of our 

park homes along that boundary will enjoy the privacy and daylight that we have enjoyed for many 

years. Screening with hedging and intermittent trees are planned. Indeed three trees are shown on 

the plan right outside the two large bay windows to our main living area. While we appreciate, this 

is the outline planning and not detailed stage, the idea is there that trees would be planted close to 

the boundary. There is also a potential effect to our house insurance if tall trees are planted close to 

homes. Due to park homes' timber construction, any falling trees or branches could cause 
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substantial damage. Without any indication of age, size, type, approximate distance, planted growth 

height, expected growth height, root spread or an effective maintenance plan, for any of these trees 

or hedges, some clarification is needed to assess the potential impact. Severn Trent Water have 

submitted their recommendations for trees and shrubs that should or should not be planted near any 

water pipework or equipment. Some of the suggested shallow-rooted variety are not the most 

suitable, such as blackthorn which has spreading roots, fast growth and dangerous thorns.

The nature of park homes in general is their elevation above ground level, and surrounding garden 

level, by approximately one metre. Ground level in the park itself is slightly higher than that in the 

field.! Each home is accessed via a few steps or ramps to 2 separate entrance doors. Therefore, there 

is an elevated interior floor level and consequently a higher level viewpoint from windows towards 

the outside. Due to large windows, on 3 or 4 sides of homes, our daily indoor activities would be 

more visible from other buildings in the vicinity, especially those of more than one storey.! Both 

interiors and gardens would be overlooked. We are not allowed tall wooden fences, and our gardens 

are small, limiting our options for screening safely close to our homes. The proposed foot/cycle 

path would effectively run along one side of our garden and provide views to our windows on that 

elevation and three sides of the garden. Trees close to any of our boundaries will not resolve privacy 

issues because there would be gaps between them. Our style and quality of life would be greatly 

affected because we spend a great deal of time near the windows, with good light levels for various 

activities,!watching! wildlife, taking photographs, enjoying panoramic views of landscape and skies. 

All of this proved even more important since the pandemic began. In good weather, we spend most 

of our time outdoors but that would be affected by more vehicle fumes, vehicles passing close by, 

being overlooked, people using the foot/cycle path and noise from the proposed housing estate.

Light Pollution

At present, we enjoy reasonably dark skies, with minimal lighting on Doverdale Park. Lighting 

systems and house lights on the development would inevitably add to light pollution and adversely 

affect our views of the night sky

Air Quality

The first outstanding error in this document refers to the electrified railway line on the proposed 

site's eastern boundary. It is not the electrified Worcester to Birmingham New Street track. That lies 

further to the east and branches off just north of Droitwich railway station. That line only becomes 

electrified from Bromsgrove to Birmingham New Street, so there are no electrified railway lines 

around Droitwich for some distance at the moment.!! It is also not the "disused" track described in 

another document. The track in question is adjacent to, and elevated above the proposed 

development on an embankment. It is the Worcester to Birmingham Snow Hill line, which runs via 

Kidderminster and stops at many other stations along the route, being a longer journey to 

Birmingham Snow Hill, not New Street. The haulage engines are all diesel apart from the 

occasional chartered steam hauled excursions. It is a slower line carrying passenger trains, long 

heavy goods trains, single metal containers hauled by 2 large diesel engines, track clearing 

machinery, maintenance and testing machinery.! Goods trains continue to run throughout the 

evening and night. Additional trains use this track as an alternative when there are problems or 

maintenance work on other lines. Speeds vary according to circumstances, on-track work etc, but 

none are very fast. 

Therefore the railway line is a valid potential pollutant to air quality and should be re-considered 

with regard to the proposed development. Our park homes are far enough away from the railway
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line to not be affected greatly by diesel fumes. However, that would not be the case for new 

residents whose homes would be much closer to the line, some of them very close, depending on 

their homes' elevation. 

Existing residents of Doverdale Park Homes, the Forest and homes both north and south of the site 

along the Kidderminster Road will all receive some impact on air quality from increased traffic 

flow. Doverdale Park Homes has an entrance bordered by brick walls plus high hedges which help 

to screen off noise and some pollutants. However, there would be a large number of private vehicles 

on the new development, refuse, emergency vehicles plus daily deliveries. The circular route around 

the new site would bring those vehicles very close to the boundary of Doverdale Park Homes. Park 

residents use their gardens a great deal, especially in good weather and would be subjected to more 

fumes than at present. Having our windows open could also impinge on our air quality.! Many 

residents take their daily exercise walking round the park. Construction work on the proposed site 

would affect that with dust and noise. Even with mitigation measures, dust is not always 

controllable, in windy conditions on an!open field. Noise from workers and machinery is even less 

controllable. 

The Modelled Road Network and Speed, Figure A3:1 of the Air Quality document does not depict 

current speed limits or current road conditions.! Speeds are also stated in kph not mph but 

converting to the latter to conform with road signage and current common use, they are still not 

representative of the current situation, not factoring in the inevitable increase in traffic flow to and 

from an estate of 102 more homes. The speed limit currently changes from 50mph to 40 mph near a 

bend just north of the Forest. Tree growth on the left limits visibility travelling south. We have 

witnessed near misses and much sudden braking. Varied speeds and braking will increase vehicle 

emissions. Current traffic includes heavy goods vehicles travelling to and from industrial estates,! 

the Amazon depot and the road network beyond, both north and south of the proposed site. Many 

vehicles do not slow down at all or early enough to match the 40mph limit. The model shows 48kph 

(approx 30mph) on the approach to the new site in both directions.! That may be true for a vehicle 

turning into Doverdale Road, the Forest or the new entrance but the!high speed southbound traffic 

may not slow down quickly enough to enable safe transit. One supporting document included 

surveys stating that 85 percentile of vehicles were travelling at 50-51mph along the A442 in both 

directions, the faster of the two being in a southerly direction. Not surprising due to downhill 

gravity and high speed, especially with large vehicles or heavy loads.! This area is within the 40mph 

zone but most traffic completely ignores this limit, and many use the chevron "ghost islands" to 

overtake. We have been overtaken many times while trying to turn right into Doverdale Park 

Homes. We regularly walk and drive this road in both directions and on every occasion, there is 

someone speeding or driving dangerously.!Road width is not the same throughout this stretch. We 

have to take great care and it is only by chance that a serious accident has not yet occurred. The 40 

mph limit continues past Doverdale Park Homes to Stonebridge Island, continuing along the dual 

carriageway to the Roman Way roundabout, and not at the modelled speed of 80 kph (50mph). At 

Stonebridge island, we have seen lorries mount the pavement when! travelling too fast to take the 

island turn properly. Some northbound cars have mounted the central reservation, usually at night,! 

landed on Stonebridge island, demolishing the chevron road sign mounted on the northbound 

approach of the island itself. The local road system is quite often used dangerously.

However, there is another air quality issue which may impact on those with respiratory issues for 

new and existing residents. The field area is often very damp, surrounded by vegetation, trees and 

Elmbridge Brook.!Temperature changes, especially after very wet or cold weather often cause mist 

to rise from the ground, brook or trees, resulting in dense mists that can remain for hours or longer.! 

While that can happen anywhere it is particularly relevant in this area, with nearby water and trees 
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so close. The plan for an extenuation basin near the flood plain, will only add to the surface water 

area and possibly increase the likelihood of mists.

Noise Pollution

Traffic noise on the A442 going down to Stonebridge Island, onto the dual carriageway to the south 

is quite high, especially at busy times. Local factory units are not limited to a 9-5 schedule, but 

operate in shifts spread out throughout! day and night.! Amazon vehicles, lorries, vans and standard 

cars, have their own busy hours! which crowd the exit from Doverdale Lane at times. Lorries enter 

their distribution depot day and night, plus the company's onsite employees. The Muller processing 

plant nearby has articulated vehicles and tankers travelling these local roads at all hours.

Contrary to opinions in supporting documents, daily traffic noise is not so evident under normal 

circumstances within Doverdale Park Homes. On foot, turning into the park's main drive from the 

A442, vehicle noise is much reduced and diminishes progressively further within the park. Houses 

near the roadside of our park may hear some noise but near the field boundary, it is not noticeable. 

Outdoors, we do not generally hear traffic noise.

Noise from local industrial units is not often heard, unless wind direction, sudden movement of 

heavy items or tannoy systems become audible. Noises are usually short-lived and not very 

intrusive.! Tree screening around units plus our own park vegetation help to limit sound conduction.

Noise from trains, none of which are high speed,!is also short-lived, and distance from the track 

helps to dissipate the full impact of noise. The line was opened in December 1853 so is an accepted 

feature. Being non-intrusive most of the time it becomes part of the character of our surroundings. 

Track improvements were made in recent years which have reduced wheel noise further. We 

recognise different train noise, curios to see what type of train is passing. Occasionally a steam 

powered engine and vintage carriages travel by.! A pleasure to see and part of the past life 

experience of most residents.

However, for new proposed homes, the noise level will be much greater, especially those on the 

eastern boundary, immediately below the embankment. Vibration and noise could be a disturbing 

factor at night.

The stretch of dual carriageway to the south of Stonebridge island and the local industrial estates 

have been used at times by vehicles racing late at night. Noise from modified exhaust pipes was 

quite disturbing. Incidents were reported to the police and occurrences are less frequent for more 

than a few minutes at a time. We hope that reduction in night-time speeding continues.

One supporting document reported existing sound levels being monitored near the railway line and 

along the A442. None were shown of existing sound levels near the northern and eastern boundaries 

of Doverdale Park Homes, where the impact of proposed residences will be heard most. At the 

moment, the annoyance factor of noise around the periphery is very low and the new development 

would definitely increase that. Please do not ignore our interests and welfare.! We enjoy a very 

tranquil atmosphere, spending much time outside in good weather. Many residents enjoy gardening 

or just sitting outside. To address the difficulty of predicting noise levels for estates yet to be built, 

could noise levels be assessed from settlements of a similar size and mix of housing, moderating 

this appropriately to ground conditions? Sound levels are less likely to be reduced in this location 

from the development and could become more contained within the site because of the topography - 

surrounded by trees, embankment, hedges, and residential settlement. Any night-time social 
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activities indoors or outdoors on the proposed development would certainly become a nuisance 

noise factor for Doverdale Park Homes residents and may include those at the Forest. 

Overarching Sustainable Development Principles

2. "A social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities in south Worcestershire 

by:  

1. Providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future 

generations.  

2. Creating a high-quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect a 

community’s needs and support its health and social and cultural well-being.  

3. Creating a strong sense of place by strengthening the distinctive and cultural 

qualities of towns and villages.  

4. Creating safe and accessible environments where crime, disorder and the fear of 

crime do not undermine quality of life or community cohesion. " 

SWDP 2: Development Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy

Para D

"Development proposals should ensure the retention of the open character of the Significant Gaps."

Para F

"Development proposals should be of an appropriate scale and type with regard to the size of the 

settlement, local landscape character (see SWDP 25), location and the availability of infrastructure "

8. "There are a number of Significant Gaps shown on the Policies Map. The purpose of 

maintaining these gaps, which either serve as a buffer or visual break between rural 

settlements and adjacent urban areas or protect the character and setting of settlements, is to 

provide additional protection to open land that may be subject to development pressures. 

The designation helps to maintain a clear separation between smaller settlements and urban 

areas in order to retain their individual identity. Acceptable development proposals in such 

areas may include the reuse of rural buildings, agricultural and forestry-related development, 

playing fields, other open land uses and minor extensions to existing dwellings. " 

Principal Timbered Farmlands:

"Though traditionally a land-scape of mixed farming, a gradual increase in arable land uses is 

evident locally, which can, in turn, be associated with loss of function, and eventual demise, of the 

hedgerow structure. Once this happens, the tree cover structure becomes fragmented, the scope for 

hedgerow trees become restricted and the sense of scale and enclosure lost. Although there is 

pressure for development in some of these landscapes, any concentrations of new development in 

particular localities would disrupt the inherent pattern of settlement dispersal. "

Statistics and Planning

From ONS Statistics, almost 25% of Droitwich's approximately 24,600 population  is estimated to 

be aged 65 or over. The table below is a breakdown taken from their published information:
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Droitwich

Figures from 2001 and 2011 census returns are published online and the above figures are estimated 

during the summer of 2020.! The population increase is estimated at 0.46% since the census of 

2011. Future projections still indicate increases in the older population. 

The largest age group is in the 50 -59 age group, closely followed by the 60-69 group. The 4th 

highest group is 70-79 years. In total, there are more than 7,600 people aged 60 and over in the 

area.! The boundary does not include Hampton Lovett or Doverdale Park Homes, so!it seems we 

would not be included in these figures. What is obvious is that the local population includes a large 

proportion of the older generation. 

People who choose to live in park homes make a decision to live a different, more relaxed way of 

life. By selling a previous home, they are able to buy a park home, which removes them from the 

conventional route of housing for the elderly, leaving that for others who have no alternative option. 

Therefore, they delay or even avoid having to consider sheltered housing or the care system. Some 

residents may need a care package eventually if they develop health issues, but as that is perfectly 

possible in a park home, independence is retained. This is really important for their dignity, peace of 

mind, potentially living longer in their own tranquil surroundings. 

A quick investigation of alternative local housing/sheltered care for us personally did not throw up 

many affordable or desirable choices at the moment. We are concerned about possible options!if the 

planned! development went ahead and we could not cope with the construction and/or living 

environment afterwards.! We are sure that we will not be the only ones confronted with this 

Age Distribution (E 2020)

0-9 years 2,735

10-19 years 2,746

20-29 years 2,263

30-39 years 2,649

40-49 years 2,969

50-59 years 3,501

60-69 years 3,025

70-79 years 2,898

80+ years 1,687
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dilemma. A very worrying and distressing situation, that our park's residents should not have to face 

after making our current living choice.! That choice actually helps to alleviate the housing situation 

for older people and simultaneously keeps our independence as long as possible. Our choice 

supports the Government's ideals. Personally we do not wish to be harassed into leaving our current 

home.! At the moment, or in the near future, many of us do not have any other viable choices.

From views submitted by the Housing Planning Officer, the proposed development does not address 

the current housing needs of the local population and the site is not within the South Worcestershire 

Development Plan. The overall demand is for 1 bedroom properties and a supply quota! of social 

renting has to be allocated for as well as First Homes. How would the proposed plan address this?

When the previous Planning Application was refused and the Appeal dismissed, it was stated that a 

sufficient supply of land was available for a 5-year Housing Plan, in other areas of Droitwich. The 

5-year plan is now considered to be "out-dated". It seems it was not developed fully and adopted in 

time due to the pandemic.! Are most councils in a similar predicament? Does that fact provide a 

route for plans to be advanced more easily than previously? What happened to the land supply 

earmarked before the pandemic? There are many brownfield sites within Droitwich which are not 

being used. A large area near the railway station has been derelict for many years. Close to roads, 

rail network, town centre and amenities. Could possibly be an ideal commuter belt area. There is 

much open land near the defunct Chateau Impney, again closer to Droitwich.

Transport and Infrastructure

The site currently lies outside Droitwich town boundary. There is no infrastructure on or around the 

site. All services would have to be installed. Apart from a small proposed "natural play area", there 

are no recreation facilities within a viable walking distance and would be even less safe to walk at 

night. Pubs and restaurants are located in Droitwich or beyond, needing taxis or private cars. 

Public transport is served near the site by a local rural circular bus route. Frequency is limited to 

and from Droitwich itself, making it difficult to fit into a working day combined with school hours 

for working parents. There is no bus service in the evening. Another bus route is even more limited 

to a few hours mid morning to mid afternoon, running only 3 days a week to and from 

Kidderminster. The bus stop outside Doverdale Park Homes has a shelter but the stop across the 

road only has a bus stop sign situated close to the road edge, on a small area of tarmac. Therefore 

passengers are close to fast moving traffic and exposed to the elements. Crossing the road to and 

from that stop is also precarious due to the amount of fast heavy traffic.

Droitwich railway station lies almost 2 miles away, and no direct bus route there without going into 

Droitwich and waiting around 40 minutes to use the circular route back out of town. Fitting that into 

timetables and working hours would not be straightforward. Trains are only one an hour via 

Bromsgrove to Birmingham New Street, taking around 35 minutes on the faster line from town. 

There are very few stops along the route so any destinations between those stops are not catered for 

on this route. The alternative is to travel to Bromsgrove, for more alternatives, or use the slow line 

from Droitwich via Kidderminster and all other stations along the route to Birmingham Snow Hill. 

Required destinations may not be covered on this route. A journey of around an hour or a little 

more, so that has to be factored into the working day. Trains southbound to Worcester offer other 

routes but require changing either train and/or station within the city. The cost of rail tickets, 

parking charges for private cars and taxi fares are not cheap. 

Walking to Droitwich is not pleasant, especially in bad weather, winter or summer. Traffic speed 

brings danger which does not bode well for children using this mode. The pavement from the 

proposed new entrance is not the same width throughout and hedgerows are naturally not trimmed 
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during bird nesting season or for even longer periods, allowing branch growth to hinder easy 

passage. Long stems of brambles are particularly tricky.! Walking carefully in single file is the only 

option. Heavy lorries and other vehicles speed southwards, many travelling in excess of the 40mph 

limit, some not slowing down at all or not allowing extra travelling distance from the pavement 

when pedestrians are present, and that includes for senior citizens like us. We walk this route 

frequently, so we are aware that we have to take great care. An added problem in spring/summer is 

the growth of hemlock in the hedgerow, which grows tall and falls over the pavement. Children 

running hands through a plant that looks like cow parsley but which is different and poisonous 

could be a hazard that many people may not be aware of.! Anyone using the bus service will have to 

walk this route rather than the proposed footpath through the new site.

The route on foot to or from the Westlands for shopping, nursery, primary schools or further bus 

services may benefit from the new proposed footpath through the site and then continue along the 

A442. Dropped kerbs at Stonebridge Island enable crossing with care but visibility is not good in 

spring/summer when the roadside vegetation, and curve of the road approaching the island,!obscure 

the view north to see southbound traffic approaching. Another hazard for children. South from the 

island is a 40mph dual carriageway, but again traffic does not adhere to that limit. The pavement 

southbound is on one side of the road only, uphill for some distance and is quite exposed to the 

elements, particularly unpleasant in strong winds. There is a narrow cycle route, next to the road 

edge along this stretch of pavement only. Via a walking route!through to the Westlands estate,!lie a 

post office cum small general store, a chemist,! community centre and more recently a small Spar. 

These are the closest retail facilities other than Droitwich town. A paved area in front of these 

buildings, fenced by railings, was not well maintained in the past, covered in weeds and litter.

The walking route into Droitwich from the dual carriageway continues but, as the pavement ends, 

crossing the road again is necessary near the road exit from the Berry Hill Industrial Estate, on the 

brow of the hill. Dropped kerbs and a central reservation help but in spring/summer vegetation 

growing on the central reservation hinders visibility for crossing the second part of the carriageway, 

to view traffic approaching!from the left, coming uphill. Again, great care and listening are totally 

necessary. The pavement continues up to!Roman Way island where crossing busy exits around this 

large island needs great care. There are a few retail areas along the rest of the route into town, 

passing close to the railway station,!crossing roads several times at islands to keep to the pavement 

and arrive at the town centre. The total distance from our home in the south east corner of 

Doverdale Park Homes to the town centre! is 2.3 miles, which is a little further than most estimates 

given in the planning documents, takes approximately 40 minutes at a brisk pace, depending on 

traffic intrusion. A reasonable distance for those accustomed to walking but not good for the less fit, 

plus the exposure in bad weather, traffic noise and fumes. Also not practical for carrying shopping 

and tricky with children.

Cycling would be possible but only part of the route is protected on the pavement, the remainder 

having no protected cycle path.

While sustainable travel is desired and possible on paper, in practice, it becomes less attractive and 

harder to maintain. Some people may try it out but human nature being what it is, it would probably 

not continue indefinitely, especially in bad weather, and if time constraints prove restrictive. We are 

seasoned and regular walkers, having more time now in retirement, but even in our younger days, 

we were in the minority of people who walked regularly. Those without cars have no choice but to 

walk, cycle or use public transport but those with cars will use them by preference, especially in bad 

weather and faced with a hazardous journey along busy roads, with inevitable fumes. Electric cars 

are not yet affordable or practical enough to make a real difference. That will take time. Those who 

need to travel daily to work outside the Droitwich area will probably use private cars. Public 

transport is not always practical through frequency, location, cost etc.
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Droitwich, as a small town, has a selection of the usual stores, none of them very large, plus some 

independent traders, a limited number of banks, doctors' surgeries etc. There is a hospital but it is 

private, not a general NHS facility. Some NHS elective surgery is available there, via an annual 

renewable arrangement. Emergency situations, even within that elective surgery, have no resources 

to be dealt with there  so patients have to go to other hospitals in that event, maybe even having 

dressings done at Droitwich. The nearest NHS hospital for emergency and other treatment is the 

Royal Worcester. For people without transport, it would probably mean 3 buses from the new 

development and for those with cars, inadequate parking  and high charges have been a problem 

since the hospital opened.

Local doctors' surgeries and schools are oversubscribed so an influx of new residents would be 

difficult to absorb within the current structure.

Archaeology and History

Archaeology interests have been dismissed as not important or potentially only local in nature.  It is 

also considered that the proposed development would not detract from interior qualities and 

physical fabric of the listed church, lych gate, Pakington Memorial etc.

However, there are other considerations. The setting would be very much altered by the wrap-

around nature of the new site, especially from Doverdale Park Homes and for pedestrians alongside 

the A442, with new homes of varying heights and sizes intervening. That would present a more 

urban setting, and not preserve the rural nature and identity.

Trenches that were excavated on 2-3 July 2018, within 2 weeks of the previous planning application 

being refused, were carried out on the flood plain (3 trenches) and another area near the railway 

line. These areas were hardly likely to reveal any significant finds, and were closed up quite quickly. 

Why were other areas not investigated? According to local OS maps there was a public footpath 

(existing at least from 1891) leading from near the church, close to an abandoned medieval area, 

diagonally across the field, through what is now Doverdale Park Homes, and beyond. Maps show a 

possible continuation further down on what is now the A442, leading cross country, towards 

outlying farms to the south west, towards the fringes of Westwood Park. There is no confirmation 

that the path was continuous but knowing that John Pakington lived at Westwood Park, is buried at 

St Mary's Church, Hampton Lovett and his memorial stands in that churchyard, there is a chance of 

a connection between all these areas. The footpath may have been used for decades as a 

thoroughfare and areas around it might reveal some archaeological finds. Opinions state that 

archaeology from any period is of interest.

Doverdale Park Homes has been described in various ways but none appear to assess its part in the 

landscape, history and setting, apart from brief mentions of it being a site of a WW2 prisoner of war 

labour camp. That was from at least 1942 until 1948. It was inspected in 1943 when the inmates 

were Italian and the capacity was estimated at 800.  Italian prisoners were repatriated/integrated 

first, many being "re-educated" or relinquishing their allegiance to German ideals.  German 

prisoners were then prisoners, as in many other camps in England, with the greatest influx of 

German men from the end of the war - more than 400,000 to be accommodated throughout the 

country.  In 2003, English Heritage published a database list of all camps found up to then. The one 

at Hampton Lovett, Longbridge Camp 54, is listed below:
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This is one of only 6 camps in Worcestershire and 2 of those do not have an exact site determined. 

Those other 5 camps were further south in the county as far as Great Malvern. Many camps were 

not fully recorded or exact locations known. According to one German ex-prisoner who paid a 

return visit in 2000, the men began work at 8.30am in the fields or re-fitting windows (after bomb 

damage). England was short of labour in agriculture and there was a big push to produce much 

more food as quickly as possible. Their contribution to local labour forces was invaluable. For those 

working on local farms, it is!possible that some prisoners may have been escorted along the shortest 

route, via the diagonal public footpath, through the churchyard, or along the bridlepath to one of 

two tunnels under the railway, to the fields beyond. Some would have been transported out to other 

farms. They may have attended the nearest church at Hampton Lovett as rules gradually relaxed to 

allow church-going. 

The above database information was published some time ago, but after German prisoners were 

repatriated or integrated into the community, huts were eventually demolished and the footings were 

re-used as hardstanding for caravans. The site did become a workers' camp/hostel and at some point 

caravans were located here. Therefore there has been settlement here since at least the early 1940s, 

and none of it urban in nature. No permanent brick structures apart from the house at Windrush, 

which no longer exists. Doverdale Park Homes now stands on virtually the same footprint as the 

prisoner camp.! None of our homes are brick and mortar buildings, and therefore more in keeping 

with the history, complementing the rural character. Our homes are not town houses and would be 

totally unsuitable in a town situation. The converse is also true. If our homes do not fit within an 

urban environment, then urban homes do not work alongside park homes.! Would park homes be 

given planning permission within Droitwich town? Doubtful. Park home sites are mostly located in 

rural settings and that is their attraction and selling point. Wrapping a modern urban style bricks and 

mortar estate of varying heights, different materials and a very different demographic, would be 

incompatible, disrespectful and detract from the historical value of this site. Keeping to the existing 

footprint without adjacent building would maintain integrity of the site and its historical identity.

Ecological Character

Ecology of the proposed site has been considered as not hugely varied and could be improved by 

developing the site.! Many park residents experience a more complete picture of the environment 

and its wildlife. Some have wildlife cameras to witness night-time visitors to surrounding land and 

their gardens. The proposed site is mostly undisturbed by humans, except for the farmer attending 

to the sheep, and wildlife co-exists in a very natural way. The field is not cultivated, nor treated with 

chemicals and only used by sheep and wildlife. Below is a current list of animal and!bird life seen 

by residents, in addition to the annual influx of sheep:

• Foxes day and night (and sometimes cubs), roe deer, muntjac,! squirrels, bats, hedgehogs, 

rabbits, rats, mice 

• magpie, wood pigeon, collared dove, owls, several types of gulls, lesser, greater spotted and 

green woodpeckers, sparrowhawk, buzzard, kestrel, partridge, jackdaw, fieldfare, redwing, 

redpoll, goldfinch, linnet, greenfinch, bullfinch, chaffinch, brambling, siskin, swallow, swift, 

house martin, mallard, heron, red kite, blackbird, wren, robin, blue tit, long-tailed tit, great 

tit, coat tit, willow tit, dunnock, songthrush, mistlethrush 

Many birds enter gardens where residents provide feeders etc. Goldfinches and other seed eating 

birds feed on thistle seed heads as well as garden feeders. Large numbers of magpies and jackdaws 

pick tics from sheep fleeces and ears. Jackdaws, in large numbers, and other birds, pick through 

faeces left by sheep. Many large birds fly on thermal currents along the field length. Buzzards perch 
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or roost in old oak trees near the railway line, or stand on the field, listening and watching for insect 

activity. There is always wildlife to see and there is obviously plenty of insect life to sustain large 

numbers of resident and visiting birds. What is obvious is that the whole field is used continuously 

by wildlife and it has become an undisturbed green corridor between Millgrove Plantation and the 

Forest. The proposed site would dissect this green oasis, breaking up the continuity of this small 

nature reserve. Much of the wildlife, including buzzards, which use the trees to the east of the 

site,!would leave because of houses nearby. The pasture and wildlife using the area between the 

railway and Doverdale Park Homes would be lost. Garden birds might remain but the rest would go 

to somewhere less disturbed. Their habitat and feeding ground would no longer exist, being 

replaced by new buildings, hard surfaces, gardens, people, vehicles and noise.! The proposed 

remaining two open areas - a small pasture to the north and a natural area to the south would present 

a fragmented habitat, with a foot/cycle path through the latter area. The current ecological character 

and its current wildlife species would be drastically reduced, and some lost forever and for which 

loss nothing will compensate.

A potential increase!in numbers of rats, mice and foxes due to human habits of leaving food and 

litter scraps, ripe for scavenging. More rats and mice, with their inherent dangers and nuisance 

factor are not desirable.

Residents of Doverdale Park would not benefit from the proposed natural landscape area and 

nesting boxes. Very little would be visible from our homes and gardens. There would be no direct 

access from the park to the footpath. We live on private land and there is a physical boundary 

surrounding us, which has to remain. Our park is not open to public access. 

Domestic pet numbers are limited per household on Doverdale Park. Dogs are not allowed to roam 

and the area does not need more domestic cats. They are a threat to local bird life, which is quite 

prolific at the moment. Additional cats may not be sufficiently capable of reducing an increased rat 

and mouse population to a manageable level. 

Elmbridge Brook floods in times of prolonged heavy rain. The catchment area is quite large for an 

apparently small watercourse. The source appears to originate from pools just north of Elmbridge 

and continues down a valley bordered by steep agricultural land on both sides. Large field drains 

flow into the brook at various points north of the site, some of them! flowing continuously, long 

after rain has stopped. General run-off from the land and country lanes add to the flow. 1 in 30 or 1 

in 100 year events may be gross underestimates. The brook eventually flows into the River 

Salwarpe and then the Severn, both of which are prone to flooding events. We have seen the flood 

plain here under water several times in the last! few years, at one time flooding the dual carriageway 

near Stonebridge Island.  Areas of the Westlands are also vulnerable to the brook breaking its banks. 

Flooding brings the risk of contaminants from fertilisers and insecticides used on local farmland.

Flooding north of the site, bordering the A442 has also occurred quite frequently, including very 

recently, even though levels were not sufficient this time to cause the brook to overflow.! Five days 

after the last significant rainfall, the land had not drained significantly.! Older maps show a small 

pool area near the junction of the present Doverdale Lane and the A442, where water seems to flow 

at present, crossing the road and adding to water levels north of Doverdale Park Homes. Without 

investigation to ascertain the cause, that will probably continue to happen. Current road drains along 

the A442 are insufficient and not kept clear to facilitate water flow. More drains and better 

maintenance are needed both sides of the road, with or without the development. Current water 

accumulations near the proposed new entrance could become icy in winter, adding to the existing 

dangers of entering and exiting the site.
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Raising road levels, as suggested in some documents, to mitigate flooding near the proposed new 

entrance could push the problem onto Doverdale Park Homes and/or further down the A442, which 

could hamper travel routes to the south. The source of flooding needs to be addressed and resolved 

rather than create more problems via construction work, which could impact the wider community 

and restrict travel for all.

Construction

Should the Planning Application be passed, the construction phase would be very disruptive to all 

residents and wildlife. Much of the wildlife would be lost throughout the construction period and 

maybe not return at all when the area is populated by a greatly increased number of residents. 

Noise, dust, mud, water run-off, vibration, disruption of local traffic and visual impact - all will . 

There have been several planning applications approved in nearby areas. Since the pandemic began, 

a shortage of building materials and labour force combined with a vast increase in prices of those 

materials, have caused prolonged delays to many building projects. Given that much building work 

will be starting locally in the near future, resulting in a possible impact on adequate supplies of 

materials and labour for all, how would that be managed? When would construction begin and how 

long is it expected to last?!! Some documents refer to first residents moving in to their homes in 

2024, suggesting a start date may already be envisaged. Are there contingency plans to deal with 

delays, shortages or even a fresh outbreak of another Coronavirus mutation, especially during 

winter months? Any prolonged delays, at any stage of development, could exacerbate water run-off, 

flooding, traffic disruption and cause an even more detrimental impact on all the local community. 

Post construction, who would own the land or would it be retained by the Wimbush organisation?

Would properties be freehold or leasehold?

Would there be a management company or plan to maintain planted screening and trees?

Conclusion

Previous Planning history saw the proposed development refused and the subsequent appeal 

dismissed. Even though the current Planning Application reduces the footprint and number of new 

homes, very little else has changed with regard to effective efforts towards the local community and 

environment. All responses submitted by existing residents refer to the peace and quiet as their main 

reason for choosing to live here. We trust that the Planning Committee will not ignore this very 

strong standpoint. Local neighbours beyond the park also strongly oppose the development.

Who would benefit from the proposed development if it went ahead? Of course, prospective 

residents would have new homes, whether socially rented, first-time buyers or market purchasers. 

However, those without private transport would have difficulties in travelling safely, comfortably 

and in a timely manner.! While we appreciate the need for housing, this area of land has issues that 

may generate more problems than answers and eventually cost more than planned because not all 

issues have been addressed sufficiently.

Contraindications to Development

• Outside of SWDP area

• Past Planning history - Plan rejection and Appeal dismissal

• Local objections to proposed town boundary change

• Widespread strong objection to proposed Planning Application

• Proposal does not meet local housing needs
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• Contravenes Government guidelines for sustainable living for the elderly

• Possible precedent to damage valuable housing sector serving housing needs for the elderly

• No on-site infrastructure

• Inadequate transport links

• Impractical travel plan

• Increased number of vehicles

• Additional road junction, already 4 within range of 300-400 yards

• Insufficient local health care

• Local schools oversubscribed

• Heritage and history not fully addressed

• Existing ecological character not sufficiently considered and green areas would be fragmented

• Loss of wildlife

• Loss of natural habitat

• Water drainage and management not fully assessed - potential flood risks, on site and 

downstream 

• Increased surface water run-off adding to drainage problems

• Proposed attenuation basin may not be sufficient

• Pollution underestimated - noise, air, light

• Privacy 

• Overshadowing

• Loss of rural setting

• Loss of peaceful environment

• Potential crime or fear of crime, where none exists at present

• Fire safety risks

• Unwarranted anxiety for vulnerable older generation 

Residents of Doverdale Park Homes are physically and emotionally attached to the current living 

environment, its landscape, wildlife and tranquility. It is vital for their welfare, continued peace of 

mind, safety and mental wellbeing. We wish to live independently for as long as possible and 

reduce demand on local health and care services.

We trust that our Council works in a transparent and ethical manner within its obligation to serve its 

local communities in the best way possible.

This document will be forwarded to the local MP 

Leader of the Council

Secretary of Doverdale Park Home Residents’ Association

PREPARED BY MR & MRS S
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OBJECTION TO PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT W/22/00201/OUT

This document is in addition to our previous objections submitted on 28 Feb 2022 

and 2 Mar 2022. All previous issues detailed in those documents remain totally 

relevant. We also support all previous objections already submitted by other 

individuals.  After further research, we wish to add the following points, some 

obtained from publications and newspaper reports, the latter only accessed up to 

1999.

Residents of Doverdale Park Homes will be the people most affected by the proposed 

development and the impact on this vulnerable group, physically and mentally, must 

be considered. We are not a standard housing estate and therefore cannot be 

considered as an urban development as described in some documents. Therefore, 

please respect our retirement, as we hope all entities involved would respect that of 

their own elders.

Historical Setting

Prisoner of War Camp

The park home site is located on almost the same footprint as the Prisoner of War No 

54 Longbridge Camp. Previously, the area had been farm land. It was a purpose-built 

camp to house increasing numbers of prisoners, (more than 400,000 post-war), first 

Italian, and later German captives. Camp 54 was in operation by 1942 with an 

estimated capacity of 800. Many criteria were involved in the choice of sites: 

- remote location, away from coasts, military bases

(this area totally surrounded by farmland and associated scattered dwellings)

- initially, camps in north, north-west, west Midlands and Wales

- all prisoners assessed for risk to national security via their Nazi allegiance

- camps graded according to classification of prisoners

(in order to separate strong Nazi followers from the less ardent)

- all prisoners assessed and treated for disease and infection risk

- human waste treated to decontaminate before entering watercourses 

(OS maps of 1954 show filter beds on south-east corner, suggesting possible 

sewage treatment area just above and a natural landfall to Elmbridge brook)

Initially, fraternisation was not allowed between prisoners and local communities, but 

this was inevitable when prisoners worked in agriculture and re-construction. Rules 

were gradually relaxed just before Christmas 1946. The first marriage between an 



English woman and a German prisoner from another camp took place in August 

1947, with both parties being subject to a lack/loss of rights. 

Hampton Lovett’s Camp 54 had its own place in history with a marriage taking place 

just weeks later in September of that year. The couple met doing farm work when the 

German prisoner was housed in a camp in Essex. He had been sentenced to 12 

months in prison for fraternisation but was released after serving only a few weeks. 

He was transferred to Hampton Lovett camp. The bride had written letters of appeal, 

among much publicity and some discussion in Parliament, obtained a licence, and the 

marriage ceremony was held at Hampton Lovett church. This appeal to marry had 

been part of the campaign for legal change. The ceremony had the largest 

congregation to date in that church, visible and within easy walking distance from the 

camp, It was attended by 150 PoWs, plus villagers and spectators, accompanied by 

singing in German. Prisoners saved their rations to provide wedding cake and 

breakfast. The groom had to return to camp by 10pm. A poignant story.

Other camp events were less celebratory - a few court martial sessions for petty theft 

etc and the sad demise of one Austrian prisoner found hanged. They are all part of the 

park’s earliest history to be appreciated and respected. According to one publication 

on PoW camps, where the footprint remains, the fact that original buildings have 

been destroyed does not mean there is no archaeology to be found. The footpath 

between the camp and church would have been used during that period and later, as 

well as several preceding decades at least. The footpath was only stopped up in 1958 

after a Civil Defence Corps set up a training centre on the old camp site.

Most PoWs had been repatriated or integrated locally by mid-summer 1948. 

Agricultural Worker’s Camp

6 Jul 1948 Some European students to Hampton Lovett, fruit picking and harvest

31 Jul 1948 Advert by NUS for Farm Camp at Hampton Lovett. Men and women 

students from British universities available as casual labour. Farmers to provide 

transport. Enquiries to camp organisers.

8 Sep 1950  County Agricultural Executive Committee - Hampton Lovett camp 

opening that weekend for holiday makers as voluntary agricultural workers, for 

lifting late potatoes and other work. North Worcestershire was a large potato growing 

area and camp was expected to be open 7-8 weeks. 50-90 volunteers/week age 17 

years plus. Theatre, cinema trips, camp dances, bus tours, community singing on 



Sunday evenings. Mixed students via Allied Circle from various European countries, 

dormitories, activities, shop etc.

Aug 1953 Adverts in local papers from hostel/bungalow at Hampton Lovett

Civil Defence Centre

18 Dec 1957 Worcester Civil Defence Committee to develop ex-PoW camp at 

Hampton Lovett into comprehensive training centre under active service conditions, 

construct buildings and scenarios for rescue training

13 Jun 1958  Requisition of Land & War Works Act 1945 and 1948 by Minister of 

Transport and Civil Aviation for permanent stop up of footpath to Hampton Lovett 

Church. Footpath had appeared on maps at least from 1880s onwards.

Autumn 1958 Recruitment and publicity to upgrade to “sets” for machinery and 

equipment of a Civil Defence system, controllers, scientific officers for nuclear fall-

out containment scenarios etc

15 Nov 1958 Artificial battleground, whole street “wrecked” buildings, post-nuclear 

bomb scenario, Civil Defence rescues.

30 Mar 1959  Civil Defence centre first used by7th Battalion Worcs Regt TA for 

practical work under service conditions

19 Oct 1959  Civil Defence county competition for 10 West Midland teams, one to 

qualify for regional team to enter national contest the following year

15 Dec 1959 Proposal to extend site by 1 acre for extra training space, due to higher 

numbers joining the corps

2 Dec 1960  Worcester Civil Defence Corps set up course for boys to train in First 

Aid and rescue as part of Duke of Edinburgh scheme.

30 Dec 1960 Advert from Worcester County Council for caretaker/handyman and 

wife, including driving and catering duties at Hampton Lovett centre, plus 

accommodation

1961  Various adverts to sell items from camp bungalow, Hampton Lovett



8 Aug 1963  Officer training and demos of rescue techniques at Hampton Lovett

18 Jun 1964 Request to Home Office to extend centre to provide one of 12 regional 

training grounds for large scale exercises. County Council already spent £17,000 for 

present 4 acre site and not prepared to finance land purchase for extra 10-12 acres. 

Some finance approved for publicity and recruitment that summer

Apr 1966 Civil Defence training and life-saving

3 Nov 1966 Rescue training and competing

31 Mar 1968 Civil Defence Corps stood down. Government decision to disband for 

financial reasons and problems with the economy

Residential Era

By 1977, a caravan site had been established, with a similar road layout to what had 

first existed and still exists in comparison with the PoW camp. Many former sites do 

not still retain that physical layout. For that reason, the park has a historical setting 

that connects it to the war era and beyond. Subsequently, the park became a fully 

residential site and park homes replaced caravans at least from around 1990.  

Above is a rough history, from the early 1940s, of the site where Doverdale Park 

Homes is located. There have never been standard brick residential buildings on the 

site apart from Windrush, which no longer exists. Therefore our timber homes are not 

an urban settlement in any way. Their different style would be totally out of keeping 

with a bricks and mortar estate. Our park homes, located in this rural setting, would 

not fit in an urban settlement, nor would we obtain planning permission to locate in 

an urban area. In our present location, a wrap-around modern estate would not be 

aesthetically visually acceptable from either side. Add to that the inherent problems 

already explained very strongly by all objectors. 

Environment

All census returns over previous decades show that land around Hampton Lovett was 

entirely agricultural, comprising a small population, several farms and various 

scattered dwellings. That environment began to change in the immediate area during 

the 1960s when land was sold to construct industrial estates. Local residents have 

objected in the past but their objections have been dismissed or ignored.



23 Dec 1959 Foot and Mouth disease confirmed on Egghill Farm, extending 

restricted area from first outbreak at Stychampton 13 days earlier. Cattle and pigs 

destroyed. In those days, carcasses would have been covered in quicklime and buried 

away from farm buildings and watercourses. Land around Egghill Farm later 

developed as Berry Hill Industrial Estate.

9 Jan 1960  Hampton Lovett in restricted area due to Foot and Mouth disease.

1965 Industrial lettings by Droitwich Development Committee began on Berry Hill 

Industrial Estate on 99-year ground leases.  By 1978, it was still being reported as 

almost complete. Note the former huge Kays Warehouse, constructed later amid 

much opposition, was demolished in recent years. It has lately been used as a lorry 

park. A huge tract of land not being fully utilised.

1971-1973 Worcestershire County Council wanted new industrial sites at Hampton 

Lovett to meet the needs of a growing Droitwich. Droitwich Rural Council was 

opposed and suggested land at Copcut. It was claimed that Berry Hill’s 80 acres of 

industrial site had been used up 8 years ahead of schedule. In fact, it was not fully 

completed as reported in subsequent years.

Nov 1975 Droitwich’s population around 17,000, still expecting 30,000 by 1986. 35, 

000 had been envisaged at one time.  57 acre site at Hampton Lovett bought and 

services were being installed.

Jan 1977 Berry Hill almost complete and Hampton Lovett under way. Wychavon 

District Council owned most of the land

Jan 1978 Hampton Lovett industrial estate in 1st phase of development. One third of 

sites let, 2 units under construction. Further areas still available.

Apr 1988  New northern access road on Wassage Road to join with Doverdale Lane, 

making a new junction with the A442. There was opposition and a petition at the time 

but it went ahead. The junction is now used constantly by Amazon delivery vehicles 

in addition to pre-existing traffic. Flooding occurs around that junction, close to 

where a pool is shown on earlier maps. Water runs across the A442 joining with that 

coming from the field where the new access road is proposed from the development. 

Flooding events indicate a potential water source there which has not been dealt with 

adequately, in addition to areas within the proposed development site and the 

floodplain to the south.



Mar-Apr 1994 Hereford & Worcester County Council planned to sell off Hampton 

Lovett industrial estate and use some of the income to build more units from which it 

could earn a good return. A £7 million deal was signed with Eagle Star Insurance 

Group to buy a 9 acre site at Hampton Lovett in a leaseback agreement with the 

occupier, car parts manufacturer, Britax Vega. 

Visiting German and Japanese industrialists had indicated in the past that the 

Droitwich area did not offer acceptable locations for industry. Even though it was 

reported that the market could offer a potential 2.5 million square feet, at that time, it 

was considered old.

Several industrial estates have been constructed in the immediate area between 

Droitwich, Hampton Lovett and beyond, contributing to unattractive sights and 

increased traffic flow, especially heavy lorries. Roads are unable to withstand damage 

caused and repairs are not consistent or of sufficient quality to remain in good 

condition for any length of time.

The reason given for developing industrial estates was to provide employment for 

Droitwich’s expected population rise, from 8,000 in 1964 to 30,000 by 1981. Over 

the years, the local population has not increased as projected. In 1976, it had 

increased to almost 17,000, inflated by overspill from Birmingham, as in other local 

towns. It still has not reached 30,000 being currently about 25,000. Growth is less 

than other local areas. As in our previous document, around one quarter of 

Droitwich’s population is over 65, and due to increase in the future. Our residents are 

alleviating the pressure on housing for the elderly and the care system by living 

independent lives in our park homes. 

Many of those employed on industrial estates here reside in areas beyond Droitwich 

not contributing to local economy, but adding to vehicle use, pollution and noise. 

Some housing developments have taken place to the south of Droitwich, causing 

much disruption to traffic flows for several years due to delays in building work and 

the need for new road layouts. Some of those houses still remain unsold. 

From responses issued regarding the planning application, there would be substantial 

financial contributions required, at least to provide for health, education and sports 

facilities, before the development could go ahead. There is also the consideration of 

complying with requirements from the Housing Planning Officer regarding social 

housing. Add to that the local housing needs, which seem to be mostly 1 bed homes, 



followed by 2 bed. The plan does not address those needs. Primary education 

potential was mentioned at Cutnall Green. Even worse than the Westlands, without 

transport, that would be impossible. There is no pavement for walking, combined 

with the dangerous A442. If 40% of the new development has to be social housing, 

(rented and first time buyers), there would probably be some families, and single 

parents without transport. Those with transport would have to turn right onto the 

A442 at busy times of day into and across potentially fast-moving traffic, close to the 

junction with Doverdale Lane. Devastating to contemplate!

Droitwich has many large abandoned industrial sites, which do not portray the town 

in a positive or aesthetically responsible way. Government guidelines do include 

potential development of brownfield sites. Planning proposals cannot continue to 

expand towns and cities into greenfield or green belt areas, leaving inner brownfield 

sites to accumulate dereliction and become a detriment to local character. Some are 

visible on approaching the town by road or rail. The citizens of Droitwich did not 

choose to let this abandonment happen. We elect officials who we think will best take 

care of the area in which we live and its people. Official entities and individuals have 

to take responsibility. Droitwich’s abandoned sites are shameful in appearance, close 

to town amenities, and utilities. Contamination can and should be dealt with, if only 

to prevent seepage into watercourses. Surely, these sites must be far more practical to 

develop than green areas, with no infrastructure and a myriad of connected problems. 

How is this practical? There is no infinite supply of land but many brownfield sites 

are left to deteriorate. 

Housing targets should reflect local needs, and not be swayed by other factors.  

Agriculture and ecology have to survive. Without them, the human race has no 

sustainable future. Every green area is valuable and part of the environmental life 

cycle. In addition to issues already detailed throughout this consultation phase, please 

consider the implications of the loss this planning proposal would generate by 

disrupting and fragmenting the only green corridor separating us from Droitwich and 

countryside to the north. It is a valuable space, greatly appreciated in its current 

peaceful surroundings and constantly used by undisturbed wildlife.  

NB In addition to resident flocks of jackdaws and magpies, the field is currently 

visited daily by large numbers of fieldfares and redwings feeding on the ground 

before their migration to summer breeding grounds. 

Prepared by Mr & Mrs S
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                  32 Doverdale Park Homes 

                  Hampton Lovett  

                  Droitwich 

                  WR9 0NU 

          

         27th February 2022 

                   

Dear Ms Worley 

 

Reference number: W/22/00201/OUT 

 

Please find herewith our comments with regards to this application. 

 

We oppose this application for the following reasons:- 

 

· The site was originally rejected as part of the South Worcestershire Development 

plan as it was considered to be “A peripheral location, too removed.”  

· Also a further application was rejected in 2017. Surely this cannot have changed 

already. 

· Doverdale Park Homes which borders this proposed development is a retirement 

village and as such this development will have a negative impact on the quality of life 

of the residents living within this park. 

· We moved to Doverdale Park Homes for peace and quiet and to get away from noisy 

housing developments. 

· Properties within Doverdale Park Homes are single storey dwellings and as such will 

be overlooked by the new development which will violate the privacy of residents. 

· The new application proposes 102 dwellings – this will mean a considerable increase in 

cars resulting in an increase in pollution in a rural environment and also an increase in 

traffic using what is already a busy road (A442).   

· Doverdale Park Homes is a retirement village and the market value of our properties 

will diminish if this proposed development is given the go-ahead and will make 

properties difficult to sell if residents wish to move on or for families to sell if 

residents sadly pass away.   

· The residents who reside on this park are looking for a certain quality of life, i.e 

peace and quiet in a rural location, which will be eradicated if this application is 

approved. 

· There are at least three existing housing estates which have recently been built in 

the Droitwich area which have homes still for sale, therefore is there a need for 

further new homes especially in an area which is considered to be remote? 

· There is not adequate state education capacity in the Droitwich area for children of 

secondary school age.  Are there enough places for children currently within the 

area- especially in view of all the other housing estates which have recently been 

built?  

 

Hopefully common sense will prevail and this application will be rejected. 

 

 

 

Nick and Helen Ryman 
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Comments on Planning Application W/22/00201/OUT – 12th February 2022 

Introduction 

 

Herewith, the objections to the proposed development of land at (OS8894 6544) Kidderminster Rd, Hampton Lovett. 

 

I live at 95 Doverdale Park Homes and this is a residential mobile home park of 102 units for adults over the age of 

55yrs. 

 

Loss of Light/Overshadowing 

We have no information on proposed building heights.  Whilst appreciating the outlined planning this indicates only a 

topographical footprint.  We only have view of likely locations.  This, in itself, is inaccurate as the size of proposed 

buildings are nonsensical when compared to the size of a single mobile home unit shown on the plan.  We therefore, 

object on the basis that we cannot predict what impact the proposed development may have on loss of light.  This 

required clarification as does the proposed locations and sizes and maintenance of proposed hedges and trees at our 

boundaries. 

 

Overlooking and Loss of Privacy 

There is potential in the absence of information on the height of buildings and trees in juxtaposition to the 

Doverdale residents that there may be an infringement to their privilege of privacy, by way of being overlooked.   

 

Visual Amenity but not loss of Private View 

It is beyond reasonable doubt that residents who live in Doverdale Park should be given special consideration on this 

issue.  In particular, peripheral homes on our site currently avail themselves of a rural view and have enjoyed the same 

for their entire period of tenure; the proposed blot on their landscape would irrevocably impact upon their enjoyment 

of their vista.  Their mental health may well be affected by the disruption to the peaceful surrounding that they are 

both recommended and enjoy. 

 

Highway Safety 

Access and egress to the proposed site is an especially dangerous turning, especially on emergence from the site.  We 

know this all too well from our own access and egress to Doverdale Park.  The proposed entrance has a particularly 

restricted view from Droitwich bound traffic due to the bend on the A442 just before The Forest.  The A442 carries 

heavy goods traffic, the fleet of Amazon and innumerable industrial units.  Adding further traffic to this area would 

doubtless cause more congestion at the pinch-point islands leading to Droitwich and Worcester.  Even at present, 

these become gridlocked at peak times 

 

In addition, footpaths are single-file and only cover parts of each side of the approach to the proposed development.  

Proximity to high-speed heavy goods and light goods traffic endangers both children and adults who would have no 

choice but to use this route to the only available schools in the area.  Also, there are no current crossing facilities to 

access schools on the Westlands estate. 

 

Traffic Generation 

This is largely covered in the Highway Safety section (see above), however, in a modern society it is not just residential 

traffic that would need access to the estate.  Refuse collection, emergency services, daily deliveries from internet-

based shopping outlets and supermarkets would all increase the density of traffic into an area that is already under 

strain to contain traffic volume.  This, of course, impacts upon:- 

 

Noise and Disturbance resulting from use of the Proposed Development 

The proposed development allows for a perimeter access road around the housing meaning that domestic deliveries, 

public services and residential traffic would be using this road on an extremely high frequency.  This road is 

immediately adjacent to the residents on Doverdale Park. 
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This will generate excessive noise in what is perceived as an area of tranquillity along with the toxic emissions from 

said traffic.  It should be noted that the demographic of Doverdale Park is predominantly elderly and statistically would 

indicate a significantly higher proportion of respiratory complaints. 

 

The effect upon this very local sector of society may impose upon their health.  Many of the residents moved to “the 

country” for the very reason of obtaining a clean air environment.  There appears to be no supporting evidence that 

readings either current or projected with regard to air quality and noise pollution have been considered.   

 

Traffic, general domestic noise and children playing are all considerations for noise.  Doverdale Park is a quiet and 

peaceful site where children are not allowed and is surrounded by pasture.  Residents enjoy this level of peace and 

quiet which would be shattered by the noise levels associated with an urban development.  Residents who live at 

Doverdale Park live there for the very reason of its comparative peace and quiet. 

 

Fumes and Smells 

These will without doubt be prevalent from the proposed sight as obviously they are not there at present. 

 

Layout and Density of Buildings 

We cannot ascertain from the topographical representation of the proposed development any notion of the design or 

density of the housing; less still whether its appearance and materials are reasonable and appropriate for the 

environment.  Residential housing on Doverdale Park is of a particular nature and unique and for certain would not 

chime with an urban estate.  It will significantly change the aspect of those on/near the periphery of Doverdale Park, 

who currently enjoy a “holiday” atmosphere. 

 

Road Access 

This appears to be singularly inadequate given the volume of traffic on the Kidderminster road and the comparatively 

narrow layout of entrance roads to the proposed development. 

 

Proposals In the Development Plan 

These in effect refer only to “potential opportunities”.  Amenities such as cycle tracks, walking areas etc. bear no 

evidence presented that would or could enhance the residents of Doverdale Park.  Even so, there are no firm plans 

for the same for residents of the proposed site. 

 

Nature Conservation 

The proposed site has frequent sightings of foxes, many wild birds that nest within the periphery trees and hedges 

and high level of flora within the pasture lands presently used by farmers as grazing pasture for sheep.  There is no 

mention in the proposal who shows that any survey of said fauna/flora has been undertaken with regard to the 

protection of potentially rare species within a belt of land that has been undisturbed for over 100years.  This we see 

as essential as all would be destroyed or those species near to the site would be frightened away.  There must be 

conservation of this area.  Whilst green areas are retained in the plan, these areas would be deserted by current 

incumbent animals, birds and potentially newts, bats etc. 

 

 

Archaeology 

Although in previous applications these “so-called” archaeological investigations were criticised for their inadequacy 

(by previous planning appeals), current residents have evidence that these were fatally flawed.  The appended 

Ordinance Survey map from 1890 clearly shows the location of a footpath tracing a route from just below Doverdale 

Park across the current residential Doverdale Park and emerging and crossing directly through the centre of the 

proposed development.  It is most likely that issues of archaeological importance such as settlements/tumuli would 

be located proximal to the footpath.  Previous investigations undertaken were distal to the area of potential 
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archaeological interest.  These were excavated well away from the proposed site.  Photographic evidence of “the dig” 

undertaken on 2nd and 3rd July 2018 and taking a total of just 1.5 working days with the subtlety of a mechanical 

digger, had no bearing upon the proposed development site.  There is a requirement for further sympathetic 

investigation within the proposed development area.  This is absent in the presented outline plan. 

 

Solar Panels 

Modern estates tend to come with solar panels.  There exists a real possibility of intolerable reflected glare into the 

homes on Doverdale Park given the arc of the sun in relation to the development. 

 

Fear of Crime (with the evidence that fear is based on reality) 

Albeit we have no direct evidence of crime within an estate that is not yet built, crime in the wider area would 

doubtless increase.  The reasoning for this is that crime rates are higher on all urban social and affordable housing 

estates than in rural retirement parks.  This is a real and present worry for elderly residents on Doverdale Park, to 

whom fear of crime is a real issue.  Crime on Doverdale Park is virtually zero, the same cannot be said of similar urban 

developments within the Droitwich area. 

 

Other Items of Note 

The impression of the proposed site has omitted the location of some properties on Doverdale Park.  Numbers 97 – 

99 and in particular number 28, which is in the top left-hand corner of the Park.  This gives a false impression of the 

proximity of dwellings on the proposed development to those on Doverdale Park.  It is reasonable to expect that an 

up-to-date representation of proximity to the proposed development should be provided for the avoidance of 

ambiguity. 

 

Special Considerations for Doverdale Park 

This centres around the fact that Doverdale Park Homes are fabricated from wood.  We are, by law, forbidden the use 

of wooden sheds, wooden fencing due to fire break regulations.  Also, distance between homes is set down in 

regulations.  The proposed development would not appear to have the same imposed.  We are not allowed barbecues, 

open fires and fireworks and our sheds must be of non-combustible construction.  The proximity to the proposed 

development affords the real danger that spark from fires, barbecues etc. could easily spread to the peripheral or 

other homes on Doverdale Park.  There appears to be no similar restrictions imposed upon the dwellings or 

outbuildings on the proposed development. 

 

Mr D M Cryer 

 

Doverdale Park Homes 

Hampton Lovett 



Ref: W/22/00201/OUT 

Land at (Os 8894 6544), Kidderminster Road, Hampton Lovett 

From: Mr & Mrs Harris, Keepers Cottage, Kidderminster Road, Hampton Lovett. 

Listed below are our concerns why this development should not granted. 

In the report for the Air Pollution No. J10/12737A/10/1 /F2 

 

Paragraph 1.3 The proposed development is located adjacent to the Worcester to 

Birmingham New Street railway line, which runs north to south, approximately 10 m east of 

the site. However, as the lines adjacent to the proposed development are electrified, it can 

be expected that only a small proportion of trains using this line will be diesel powered. As 

such, it can be assumed that railway locomotive emissions will have an insignificant impact 

on air quality at the proposed development and these are thus not considered further. 

However, emissions arising from road traffic from the A442 Kidderminster Road have been 

considered in relation to air quality for future residents of the proposed development. 

 

Response to the above statement: 

 

The lines are not electrified, and at minimum there are at least 66 trains a day that run on 

these lines, according to the timetable, let alone the goods trains running through the day 

and night-time. As these are all Diesel Engines, giving out Air Pollutants, where does the 

insignificant impact results on the environment come from!! These emissions daily impact 

already on the Residents of Hampton Lovett, Hamlet (not Village), we also must endure from 

the increase of road traffic i.e. Cars, HGV, Motorcyclist’s, most of whom do not adhere to the 

speed limit of 40mph, so with the increase of the development traffic, being added to this, of 

at least two cars per household and possibly more for the larger homes it then becomes an 

intolerable situation. On the above statement, the last sentence, mentions Air Quality of the 

future residents of the proposed development, but there is no mention of the impact on the 

existing Residents. 

The Heritage Report also mentions “disused railway line”, where did this come from and is it 
another stealth measure to get this application passed. 

Doverdale Lane 
 
The Doverdale Lane road junction is “an accident waiting to happen” with the industrial 
estate traffic pulling out on oncoming traffic, and vehicle horns sounding, regularly every day, 
so how is the A442 going to cope with yet another Estate junction on this main road with all 
its coming and goings of the varied vehicles, all jostling for access to it, all giving out 
emissions and pollutants. 
 
As we are the property opposite the Doverdale Junction, we already suffer from the extra 
increase of traffic from HGV’s and the Amazon vehicles, up to 600 vans per day, whether by 
staff or these vans and other traffic using this junction from their Emissions and Pollutant’s. 
We would also then be the closest to the new proposed site access.  The A442 increased 
traffic already vibrates through our home, with them not adhering to the road limits, and the 
extra vehicles will only add to this, with their coming and going’s. 
 
Air Quality 
 
We, at Keepers Cottage, will also experience the Poor Air Quality being exhausted by the 
Development.   We are situated to the North-West of the Development, (in the corner of the 
field).  The AQMA for Wychbold in our view is not relevant to what we would have to endure 
from the Proposed Development as it lies to the East with at least a 4 mile gap, and it 
doesn’t have 2 Industrial Estates on their Peripheral boundaries. 



Also there is no mention of the output from the central heating equipment in these proposed 
new properties.  As the development of suitable electric heating systems of adequate size 
are still some way off and heat pumps extortionately expensive I suspect that gas boilers will 
be installed with resulting pollution.  New boilers are equipped to run Gas/Hydrogen Mix, but 
this won’t be happening any time soon, because all other existing equipment throughout the 
country will have to be changed over. 

A 100amp supply to domestic properties will only run at maximum a 24kW appliance 
(boiler?) without anything else being switched on.  So this won’t allow a combi-type boiler to 
be fitted.  3 Phase Systems for electricity would give more power, but are not allowed in 
domestic properties by Law due to the 400volt danger. 
 
Residential Occupancy 

It is stated that the Proposed Development will consist of one storey, two storey and three 
storey buildings, it does not state to how many of these three storey buildings may be of 
multiple occupancy, if any. This would then impact on even more vehicles, noise, and 
pollution.  
 
Road Safety 
 
Although the Transport Assessment reports on the various accidents that have been 
reported along the A442, it does not include the near misses that occur on a frequent basis, 
as we live opposite the Doverdale Junction, we hear the warning horns sounds of various 
HGV’s and other vehicles approaching the junction, with impatient drivers jumping the 
oncoming traffic. So with yet another potential junction to join the A442, which in part would 
be concealed to the downward traffic, that I again state “do not adhere to the speed limits” 
would be a source for concern. We ourselves when turning right into our drive have been 
overtaken and hooted at. This road is a dangerous road! 
 
The footpath going towards Doverdale Park is what could only be classed as single file, and 
is a very dangerous stretch of pathway, the traffic travelling very close to the kerb, and not 
maintained on the hedgerow side very often, making it very difficult for the pedestrians 
especially through the Summer months when hedge-cutting is prohibited and narrowing the 
footpath even more. 
 
Hedging 
 
Extract from EDP 5357_r003 Part 1 

5-21 

Views from Dwellings on Kidderminster Road and The Forest 5.21 Whilst in winter, the site is visible 

from most residential properties along The Forest, during the summer months, the density of 

vegetation creates a substantial screen, Land to the north of Droitwitch Spa, Worcestershire 

Landscape and Visual Appraisal edp5357_r003b 25 particularly from the dwellings on Kidderminster 

Road - Keepers Cottage, The Cottage and Dalecroft, and from the majority of dwellings as well as 

the PRoW on The Forest as shown in Photoviewpoint EDP 11. 

With regards to the Density of vegetation 

The hedging around our property which has been related to in the above Development 

Proposals with other boundaries, has been grown especially ready for hedge-layering, which 

has already been started, and instead of seeing our beautiful fields, fauna, and wildlife, our 

vista would be totally obliterated  by the Development. 

Mr and Mrs Harris 

Keepers Cottage 
 


















































































