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Planning Policy Framework
1.4
This appraisal should be read in conjunction
with the Development Plan, which
comprises the saved policies of the
Wychavon District Local Plan (June 2006)
and national planning policy as set out in the
National Planning Policy Framework (March
2012) specifically Wychavon District Local
Plan Policy Env 12 which is intended to
ensure that development preserves or
enhances the character or appearance of
conservation areas.

Part 1.
North and Middle Littleton
Conservation Area
Appraisal
1 Introduction
What is this Appraisal for?
1.1
A conservation area is an area of special
architectural or historic interest, usually the
historic part of a town or village, where we
wish to preserve or enhance its character or
appearance. Part of North and Middle
Littleton is a conservation area.

National Planning Policy Framework 126 –
141 sets out the Governments planning
policy on conserving and enhancing the
historic environment. Chapter 7 ‘Requiring
good design’ is also relevant. The
protection and enhancement of the historic
environment plays an important role in the
delivery of sustainable development.

1.2
Under Section 72 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
we must pay special attention to the
desirability of preserving or enhancing the
character or appearance of the conservation
area. This appraisal identifies the special
interest and character of the North and
Middle Littleton Conservation Area, and
provides guidance on how the preservation
or enhancement of its character or
appearance can be achieved. The first part
of the appraisal identifies its special interest
and character. The second part sets out
management proposals for addressing the
issues identified in the appraisal.

1.5
Broadly, these policies seek to ensure that
the conservation area is preserved by:
Refusing permission for:

• the demolition of any building or
•
•

1.3
The North Littleton Conservation Area was
first designated in July 1975 with the Middle
Littleton Conservation Area being
designated in March 1976. The boundary
was reviewed in 2014 during the preparation
of this appraisal. The current conservation
area boundary is shown in the appraisal.

•

•
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structure if its loss would damage its
character or appearance
the extension or alteration of a building
where the change would damage its
character or appearance
development which would be harmful to
its setting or character or appearance
development which would adversely
affect or result in the loss of historic
plots, layouts and street pattern,
important views, open spaces, tree cover
or boundary features within the
conservation area
signage which would be harmful to the
character or appearance of the
conservation area

North and Middle Littleton
1.6
Wychavon, along with Malvern Hills and
Worcester, have prepared a revised Local
Plan (the South Worcestershire
Development Plan). This Plan has been
submitted to the Secretary of State for
examination which commenced in October
2013. The Plan contains Historic
Environment Policies which when adopted
will replace those in the Wychavon Local
Plan.

notably, in boundary and other walls in both
villages.

1.7
This appraisal supplements Local Plan
Policy Env 12.

The special interest of North and Middle
Littleton that justifies its designation as a
conservation area includes:

2 Summary of Special Interest

Its long history, still evident in the layout
of the villages, in its buildings, in visible
archaeological remains and in other
surviving features.

Whilst both villages have seen some 20th
and 21st Century development, the historic
cores of both villages and the historic gap
between the settlements has remained in
place. The relative absence of modern day
development has meant that there is a
direct and compelling visual and historic link
to the villages agricultural surroundings.

The special architectural or historic interest
of a place depends upon more than just its
buildings. The layout of streets, spaces
between buildings, views, ground surfaces,
boundary treatments and trees are also
important. The uses of buildings and
spaces contribute to the special interest of a
place, and the level of noise and activity,
such as traffic, will also contribute or detract
from that special interest.

The survival of a clear demonstration of
historic social hierarchy within the
village, evident in the size, design and
siting of buildings.
The survival of the historic form of
buildings, plots, and village layout.

The parishes of North and Middle Littleton
have considerable architectural and historic
interest with evidence of both Neolithic
activity and an Iron Age settlement followed
by continuous occupation throughout the
Roman period.

The number and quality of historic
buildings.
The contribution of farmland, orchards,
trees, gardens and open spaces, hedges
and stone walls

The villages have evolved from and are
defined by, their links to agriculture. These
connections remain in place today with
much of the surrounding land still being
farmed. The villages’ agricultural history is
still evident in both land and buildings and
includes the outstanding Grade 1 Listed 14th
Century Tithe Barn. It is further illustrated,
via several farm houses and farm buildings.
Much of the land immediately surrounding
the village is ridge and furrow. A number of
Orchards remain some dating back to at
least the 19th Century.

The Tithe Barn within its immediate
curtilage and surrounding historic
agricultural setting
The Conservation Area boundary is drawn
to reflect this special interest.

The use of the local blue lias stone is a
feature in a number of buildings and
4
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3 Assessing Special Interest
Location & Landscape Setting
Location
3.1
The villages of North and Middle Littleton
are situated 4 miles North East of Evesham.
The Western edge of the parish runs long
the eastern bank of the Avon, however, the
main areas of population are to the eastern
side of Cleeve Hill, known locally as the Fish
and Anchor bank.

Landscape Setting
3.2
North Littleton is centred at the bottom of a
valley formed by the eastern slope of
Cleeve Hill and the western slope of Blake’s
Hill. Littleton Brook runs through the centre
of the village. The village is surrounded by
fields to all sides many of which are ridge
and furrow. To the South, West and North
the landscape is largely open with the East
being the steep Blake’s Hill. The centre of
the village is in the floodplain of Littleton
Brook.

3.5
Middle Littleton is joined to North Littleton by
an extension of School Lane and several
field footpaths.

3.6
It seems likely that the village of North
Littleton was planned so that householders
and farmers had access to the Littleton
Brook for water but were sufficiently distant
to avoid all, but the worst, floods. Two
roads, running south to north and joined at
the south and north ends by bridges, form a
framework from which footpaths and tracks
radiate. Initially, all building took place on
the brook side of these roads although,
later, the opposite side of these roads was
developed, especially on Town Road (now
West Side). In the second half of the 20th
Century, there was an extension of housing
along Arrow Lane and Blake’s Hill.

3.3
Immediately to the South the Middle
Littleton settlement is west of Littleton Brook
and has open fields to the North, East and
South with building and commercial
development to the west.

Plan Form
3.4
Until the surge in house building of the 20th
Century, the village of Middle Littleton had a
very simple layout. Manor Farm, the Tithe
Barn, St Nicholas Church and vicarage,
together with a number of cottages and a
school, formed a compact area along Croft
Road to the west and bounded by School
Lane to the south and east, but open to the
farm land to the north. This pattern, which
still exists today, has all the hallmarks of
medieval monastic estate.

3.7
Most of the older houses and old farms
directly front the roads, with gardens and
former farmyards to the rear. Plots vary in
size, corresponding to the width of the
frontages, and terminate in a common
boundary along the brook. The majority of
buildings carry their ridges in approximate
5
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Plan Form

Conservation Area boundary
Settlement Area
Roads, lanes and footpaths
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alignment with the road, with only the
occasional building presenting its gable.
Gardens of the older houses are to the rear
of each property. More recent buildings,
however, are set back from the road with
gardens to the front and rear. Some of the
more recent building has taken place within
the pattern set by the roads and land
running down to the brook.

3.10
An early Neolithic to Bronze Age ring ditch
has been identified in North Littleton.
Earthworks on Cleeve Hill almost certainly
indicate an Iron Age Fort. A Roman road,
which ran from Bidford to South Littleton,
has been recorded and it is conjectured that
another Roman road ran between Cleeve
Hill (North Littleton) and the Roman Ryknild
Street (now Buckle Street) at the eastern
end of the present parish of North and
Middle Littleton.

Historical Development and
Archaeology

3.11
It is possible that there was Romano-British
occupation bordering the present Arrow
Lane. Excavations here showed a low
embankment and fragments of imperfectly
burned glazed pottery. A 2nd Century
brooch, part of a quern, and many nails of
Roman origin were also found on this site.

Archaeology
3.8
The Avon Valley, with its gentle climate,
fertile soils and river access, was a favoured

Origins and Development of North
and Middle Littleton

area for Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age and
Roman settlement. Finds from these periods
suggest a long period of occupation of land
in the vicinity of the two villages.
3.12
An Anglo-Saxon settlement seems to have
developed in the area of the present day
Manor, Tithe Barn and Church. King Offa
had granted land in Littletune to the Abbey
at Evesham in 705 A.D. Evesham Abbey
records show that Eegwin was granted
thirteen mansae (manors) in Littletune to
assist in raising money to build the Abbey. It
can be deduced from this that there was
already considerable farming activity in the

3.9
There is abundant evidence of Neolithic,
Bronze Age and Roman activity. The early
settlements tended towards the summit of
the Cleeve Hill escarpment but concentrated
on the eastern dip slope side. Here there
was shelter from the prevailing westerly
winds and fertile soils close to a water
supply which would have provided an
attraction to early settlers.
7

North and Middle Littleton

Extract from 1st Edition
Ordnance Survey map c1886



Conservation Area boundary
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area. Additionally, the suffix “tune” is
generally thought to come into common
usage after 730 A.D. so it is possible to
assume that an Anglo-Saxon settlement did
exist at this time.

still exists in the fields adjoining the Manor
Farm and in those both west and east of
North Littleton. Hedges, which are estimated
to be between 400 and 600 years old, are to
be found on East Side, bordering the
orchard, and at the side of the footpath from
Arrow Lane towards Cleeve Prior.

3.13
Evidence of medieval activity is shown by
numerous examples of ridge and furrow to
the east and west of North Littleton and to
the south and north of the Tithe Barn in
Middle Littleton
.
3.14
The first written record of a settlement
comes in the Domesday Book which
records two settlements, of which the
second entry of “Littletune” almost certainly
refers to Middle Littleton. The record states
the land is owned by the Abbey at Evesham
with fifteen villagers or tenants and one
Frenchman (i.e. a Norman), who was
probably a tenant of the Abbey at Evesham.
There were two ploughs. This would
suggest that a considerable acreage of land
was under cultivation.

The Tithe Barn, Middle Littleton

3.16
Manor Farm, the Tithe Barn and Church, in
Middle Littleton, would together have been
an important focus for the Medieval
community. Middle Littleton was the central
and most important village of the three
Littleton villages. North Littleton, also, had a
tithe barn (the Orchard Tithe Barn) but,
since it appears that no other major centres
had developed in North Littleton, it is safe to
assume that there would have been
considerable contact between the two
villages. The Middle Littleton 13th Century
Tithe Barn has survived and so has the
Church which has some Norman facets but
is mainly 13th Century. The 14th Century

Ridge and Furrow to west of West Sid
3.15
The land would have been cultivated in
strips for arable crops, with grazing and hay
meadows along the flood plain of the River
Avon. Evidence of this early farming system
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3.17
Orchard Tithe Barn in North Littleton has
recently been converted into three houses.

Estate, were sold piecemeal by auction in
1920.
3.18
The village of North Littleton was certainly in
existence by the 16th Century, as indicated
by timber framed cottages dating from this
period. It is possible, however, to speculate
that earlier houses of poor construction
were in existence prior to that date. The
inhabitants of these houses would have
provided both labour and crops for the
Manor. The tithe extracted by the Abbey at
Evesham was used to finance the
hostilarius
at
the
Abbey
for
the
accommodation of visitors. There are
records of the existence of four dovecotes in
the villages, of which only one remains (on
West Side North Littleton). A fish pond, with
a central island, is shown on estate maps of
the Manor. These are clues to the links with
the monastic estate.

St Nicholas Church, Middle Littleton

By the time South Littleton broke away in
the 16th Century, the Church and the Tithe
Barn had been in existence for over 300
years.

3.19
The Church and the two Tithe Barns are all
substantial stone buildings which have
survived from the 13th Century. Otherwise,
apart from two timber framed cottages, most
of the earliest surviving buildings are stone
built and date from the 17th Century. These
are either in Croft Road, adjacent to the
Manor, or in North Littleton.
3.20
The building of the Manor Farm in the 17th
Century and its occupation by the wealthy
Rushout family was the sign of more
prosperity coming to the Littletons and this
is reflected in the large stone built houses in
North Littleton, dating from this period.
Footpaths, which still exist to-day, ran from
the village of North Littleton to the Church
and a trackway, now a footpath, leading to
the Tithe Barn, are evidence of a close
connection between the two villages.

Jacobean Manor Farmhouse

A new Manor Farm house was rebuilt in the
early 16th Century and the accompanying
estate stretched northwards to encompass
the lands in North Littleton, previously held
by the Abbey at Evesham. Towards the end
of the 17th Century the Manor lands became
the property of the Rushout family (the
family, later, were elevated to the peerage
as Lords Northwick) and was to stay in their
possession until all the Manor lands and the
Manor House, referred to as the Littleton
10

North and Middle Littleton

Stone House West Side

Path from North to Middle Littleton

3.21
The stone houses were probably the houses
of yeomen farmers and are likely to have
replaced smaller timber framed structures.
This would have signalled the beginning of a
transformation of the appearance of the
villages into one of predominantly stone
buildings, that we see to-day. There are still
examples of timber framed buildings, which
originally had thatched roofs, and these are
a reminder of how the villages may have
looked.
Former Farm Building – East S

Rushout map of Manor of Middle Littleton,
dated 1697, shows the detailed layout of the
settlement of Middle Littelton but it is not
clear whether the houses indicated in North
Littleton are accurately placed or are simply
a pictorial representation of houses in this
village.

3.22
A large number of 17th and 18th Century
cottages, houses and farm buildings
suggest a continuity of the prosperity
enjoyed in earlier years, probably fuelled by
the naturally favourable growing conditions
of the area, coupled with agricultural
improvements and the enclosure of
common land. By the 18th Century, the River
Avon was open to navigation from Bristol to
Stratford. This may have influenced growth
by giving access to neighbouring markets
and those further afield. In this period, more
brick and stone cottages and houses were
being built. Fairly static population numbers
suggest these building were replacing
earlier buildings of poorer quality.
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3.24
Evidence of medieval activity is shown by
numerous examples of ridge and furrow to
the east and west of North Littleton and to
the south and north of the Tithe Barn in
Middle Littleton. These features, together
with the buildings dating from the 13th and
14th Centuries, indicate a continuous period
of settlement in the history of North and
Middle Littleton.

3.23
The 19th Century saw limited new
development, mainly infill of workers’
cottages and modest houses. The First
Edition Ordnance Survey map from 1880
shows little change to the form of the
villages and no expansion beyond the limits
shown in 18th Century mapping. The
population in 1801 was 304.
A large acreage of orchard is apparent on
the 1892 ordnance survey map. The size
and age of the two cider mills in the villages
suggest that there must have been a
considerable amount of fruit to be milled
prior to this date, indeed It is understood
that there were a further two mills which
have since been removed. The early part of
the 20th century saw a further increase in
the acreage of orchards with the majority of
the fields to the west of the villages being
orchard. The land to the west of the Cleeve
Road was almost entirely orchard but this
has now virtually all been removed.

Spaces
3.25
There are several open spaces in the North
and Middle Littleton Conservation Area that
are key to its character, appearance and
special interest. This is particularly true of
the fields separating the two villages. The
fields abutting the rear of the Tithe Barn,
Manor House and Church contain remnants
of ridge and furrow surrounded by
hedgerows that define historical boundaries.
The retention of these fields and their
features is important to understanding the
historical development of the Parish as well
as promoting the preservation of its
agricultural heritage.

20th Century development in Middle Littleton
was outside the village as it existed prior to
1914. In the main it consisted of houses for
the “growers” and municipal housing. These
developments are outside the conservation
area. In North Littleton there was
development along Blake’s Hill, municipal
housing and some private bungalows, and
also along Arrow Lane in private bungalows.
As in Middle Littleton, these were outside
the 19th Century village plan and are not
included in the Conservation Area. 20th
Century development within the historic
villages is limited to infill and conversion of
farm and farm buildings into houses.
Nevertheless, the identity of many of the
former agricultural buildings is still evident
and they remain as clear evidence of the
development of the villages. Those
buildings, that have not been converted,
remain unaltered and they make a valuable
contribution to the character and special
interest of the conservation area.

This open aspect and landscape has
remained as such since the erection of the
Tithe Barn in the 14th century and forms the
historical setting of these heritage assets
and the village layouts of both North and
Middle Littleton.
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3.26
Although much diminished in recent years,
areas of Orchard along with other “green”
areas such as gardens, ridge and furrow
farmland and “ the Pound” are essential in
preserving the character and appearance of
the core of the villages.

Key Views and Vistas
3.30
There area number of views into/towards
the Conservation Area from Cleeve Hill and
from Arrow Lane and the footpath heading
from Cleeve Prior to the Tithe Barn.
Significant views of the Conservation Area
are also available from the top of Blake’s
Hill.

3.27
The villages are afforded some excellent
views both in and out of the Conservation
Area as a result of the vantage points
provided by the relief of the land both to the
West and East of the villages. The grouping
of the buildings around the Tithe Barn
provides an excellent setting for views both
into and out from the Conservation Area
especially from the West and North where
the Cotswolds can be seen in the
background.

3.28
In addition to the above, other notable short
and medium distance views within the
Conservation Area can be seen on East and
West Side including at the point the
footpaths from South Littleton and Cleeve
Prior respectively reach the villages. East
Side can also be viewed from the Blake’s
Hill footpath.

4 Character Analysis
General
4.1

3.29
There are longer views into the surrounding
countryside from School Lane Middle
Littleton and from the southern end of East
Side the footpaths on West Side, North
Littleton where the countryside setting of the
settlement can be appreciated.

Buildings date from the 13th century through
to the present day, with a predominance of
historic buildings, built of the local stone in
the style of south-east Worcestershire,
giving the area a distinctive local character.

13
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have dormers located within the roof but a
few have dormers which break the eaves.
Chimney stacks are located at either end of
the buildings. Windows are small and either
mullioned or casement. As with the earlier
cottages their frontages abut the road or
footpath and they have no front garden.
Doors are mainly solid, painted or varnished
and vertically planked. Some have modest
open porches.

Buildings
4.2
The majority of buildings in the
Conservation Area are modest buildings,
built from local materials, of the form and
type which are typical of the local
Worcestershire tradition.

Cottages
4.3

The cottages date from the 16th to the 19th
centuries and are detached or link
detached. They have simple rectangular
plan forms with limited spans dictated by
historic building construction methods and
simple, single ridge, moderately pitched
roofs.The cottages that date from the 16th
century are one storey high plus attic, with
small mullion or casement windows. They
are timbered framed (one of them originally
had a wattle and daub infill) and were
thatched. The verges are shallow and
without barge boards. They all have
dormers, mainly contained within the slope
of the roof. Roof lights are noticeably
absent. Doors are planked and porches are
absent. Chimney stacks are at the gable
ends of the buildings.
16th Century Cottage – West Si

19th Century Cottages in Croft Road

The cottages built in the 19th century are a
brick built terrace with regularly placed, wellproportioned casement windows. The
dormer windows cut through the eaves.
They have no front gardens and doors open
directly onto the road.

Houses
4.5

The larger houses, which date from the 17th
Century, are situated around the church, in
Middle Littleton, and on the western side of
North Littleton. They exhibit architectural
features typical of their period. These
buildings, constructed of local stone, are two
to three storeys high, some with dormer
windows. There is a regular arrangement of
windows which are painted timber and
either casement or sash. Chimney stacks
are present on all buildings and some have
decorative features.

16th Century Cottages – West Side
4.4
Cottages surviving from the 17th century are
stone built with either an attic floor under the
roof space or are two storeyed. They vary
from detached to terrace. Generally, they
14
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Farm Buildings
4.6

Other Building Types
4.7
The Tithe Barn in Middle Littleton is an
outstanding example of its type and is
regarded as being of national importance. It
functioned as an agricultural building well
into the 20th Century before being
purchased and administered by the National
Trust. Documentary evidence indicates that
it was built in 1367 – 79 but Carbon 14
dating gives a date of circa 1260. One may
presume, therefore, that some of the
timbers came from a previously built
structure.

There is a full range of farm buildings in the
conservation
area
including
barns,
cowsheds and granaries. These are sited at
the rear of the farmhouses and are grouped
around a yard. They are typical of the
Worcestershire vernacular at the date of
their construction, which is mainly 18th
Century or earlier, with simple plan gabled
or half hipped roofs and walls with minimal
openings. Some have pigeon holes
incorporated into the outside walls. The
presence of these buildings tells of the
history of the village and they are an
essential element of its special interest and
character. Some of these farm buildings
have now been converted to dwellings
without negating their intrinsic character.

4.8
The Orchard Tithe Barn in North Littleton
was also used as an agricultural building
until the late 20th Century when it was
converted into a dwelling.
St Nicholas Church has been in existence
as a place of worship from the 13th Century
although the structure has been added to
and altered throughout the centuries. It was
heavily restored in 1871.

Pigeon Holes in Barn Wall

Cider Mill adjacent to Tithe Barn

4.9
Two cider mills, complete with their milling
equipment exist today, although they are no
longer in use. One these is part of the
outbuildings of the Tithe Barn while the
other is attached to a house in West Side.
Local brewing of beer, as well as cider
making, was important to a small village
community. The two storey building, known
15
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as the Malt House, was almost certainly
used for the production of malt.

Unlisted Buildings
4.13
There are other buildings, which, while not
“listed”, have qualities of age, style and
materials that are locally important and
which make a positive contribution to the
character
and
appearance
of
the
conservation area.

Walls

4.10
Two public houses in the Conservation Area
were in existence up to the 1950s. One of
these, the Ivy Inn, is still functioning today.
The other was a cottage with two single
storey outbuildings, which housed the
smithy, as well as a hostelry selling cider.
In the first half of the 20th Century, most
houses had an outside lavatory and a
pigsty. Examples of both of these structures
can be seen from the road along East Side.

4.14
4.11
There are also a number of new
developments in the conservation area
which exhibit design characteristics which
are quite different to the established
characteristics of the area.

The villages make considerable use of the
once locally quarried blue lias clay stone.
The walls at and opposite the Manor and
Church in Middle Littleton and in numerous
places in North Littleton are an essential
part of the villages character adding to its
visual appeal whilst also revealing its
history.

Listed Buildings
4.12

Materials
4.15

Some of the buildings in the North and
Middle Littleton Conservation Area are
‘listed’ for the architectural or historic
interest. Other buildings and structures
attached to, or pre-dating 1st July 1948 and
forming part of the curtilage of, these
identified buildings are also listed by
association. While the aim of the listed
building legislation is to preserve these
buildings for their own sake, any changes
affecting them will also be considered in
terms of the effect on the conservation area.

The use of building materials in the
Conservation Area reflects what would have
been available locally at the time of
construction. Quarries in the Parish of North
and Middle Littleton provided the stone for
the early buildings although the earliest
cottages were timber framed with wattle and
daub in-fill. The local stone is Blue Lias and
this was used in the building of the Tithe
Barn, the Manor Farm and the Church and
exclusively in the 17th and 18th century
buildings. Later buildings were constructed
16
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of red/orange brick produced within the local
area. A rough cast render hides the
stonework of several cottages along East
Side, North Littleton. Brick is the prevalent
material for chimney stack construction in all
periods of building.

Roofs
4.16
Roofing materials are predominantly tiles of
a brown colour, although older tiles are of a
mixed brown, orange and blue colouring. All
previously thatched buildings now have tiled
roofs. There are three examples of slate
roofs on 19th Century houses.

Doors
4.18
Doors are painted timber.

Other
4.19

Some of the more recent buildings are faced
in the yellow Oolitic limestone of the
Cotswolds, while others are constructed of
artificial stone. The use of these materials is
the exception and is at variance with the
presence of traditional building materials
within the Conservation Area. There are a
number of cottages where windows have
been replaced with uPVC windows. These
materials are inconsistent with the traditional
window design and finishes within the
Conservation Area.

Cast iron gutters and downpipes are present
on numerous buildings throughout the area.
4.20
This pattern of materials use in these
different building types is typical of the
Worcestershire vernacular.

Ground Surface Materials
4.21
•

Windows
4.17

•
•

Casement windows are a mix of painted
timber and wrought iron with timber cills.
Sash windows are mainly painted timber.

•
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West Side, North Littleton retains
areas of path made of flat blue lias
stone with a kerbed edge.
Cobble stone path
Stone laid on end to produce a
cobble effect
Low faced wall to act as a path in
times of flood.
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Local Details
4.22

4.25
The field and orchard boundaries are often
hedged or have local stone walls, and
these, particularly in views to the
Conservation Area from outside, make a
significant contribution to the rural character
of the Conservation Area. This
differentiation of boundary feature is an
important element of the character and
appearance of the Conservation Area.

There are a number of local features which
have survived in the Conservation Area and
which contribute to its special interest,
character and appearance and which are
important to retain.
These include
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stone walls using locally quarried
blue lias stone.
Old gates and railings
“ Black and white” cottages
Stone cills
Old green window glass
Handmade clay tiles
Natural stone slates
Natural slates
Locally made facing stones
An old post box
An old telephone box
Wrought and cast iron gates and
fencing
Stone flags and cobbles

4.26
The brook as it passes through the villages
forms an important central boundary within
the Conservation Area. The brook is lined
with willow and other trees and hedges and
forms a designated wildlife corridor.
4.27
The retention of these boundaries is
extremely important to the quality of the
area preserving as they do both the
character and form of the Conservation
Area.

Natural Environment
Boundary Treatments
4.23

4.28
The natural environment makes a significant
contribution to the quality of the
Conservation Area. Trees, orchards and
hedges provide a green, soft edge to the
village and setting for its buildings, as well
as being present within the Conservation
Area. They make a significant contribution
to its rural character as appreciated from
within, and in views to and from, the area.

Boundaries are an important feature
throughout the Conservation Area, making a
significant contribution to its character and
appearance.
4.24
Boundaries are a mix of hedges, iron fences
and walls of local stone and brick. With a
few exceptions where they relate to higher
status buildings such as the Manor, or more
modern development, they are low,
permitting views of buildings, into gardens,
fields and orchards beyond. As with other
villages there is some evidence of the
material and height of boundaries tending to
relate to the relative status of the buildings,
with low brick walls or hedges being
prevalent in association with modest
cottages, and higher stone walls and
hedges, or more formal wrought iron fences,
prevalent in association with larger houses.

4.29
North Littleton has a village green and a
“pound” both of which contain mature trees
and which add considerably to the rural
nature of the village.
4.30
A number of mature willow trees line the
brook as it flows through both villages. Prior
to the devastation caused by Dutch Elm
disease in the 1970s the villages contained
many fine elm trees most notably opposite
18
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the old school in Middle Littleton and along
the road between the two villages. Elm trees
still remain in the hedgerows near the
auction centre and along the brook, but do
not reach maturity.

Enhancement Opportunities
4.36
Much of the Conservation Area remains
unspoiled by inappropriate development.
There are only occasional features that
compromise or detract from its character
and appearance. These are:

4.31
Ridge and furrow fields which are often
bounded by hedges, surround North
Littleton.

•

4.32
Orchards both in current usage and in
remnant form are significant in the centre of
North Littleton at the eastern side of the
Conservation Area and especially so at its
northern tip.
4.33
Together the orchards and fields define the
Villages, confirming their rural nature and
providing a direct and visible link to their
past.
•

4.34
Private gardens remain largely undeveloped
and continue in use as gardens. Although
not always entirely publicly visible these are
important to the character and appearance
of the Conservation Area, and to it’s
preservation as undeveloped open spaces.
Examples are the gardens to the south and
through the middle of the North Littleton
settlement along with those at and to the
east of the Manor. While private gardens
such as these may not be publicly visible,
the lack of interruption by buildings and
presence of planting, contributes to an
impression of openness, and these are
important to the character and appearance
of the Conservation Area.

•

4.35
Green grass verges are present throughout
the Conservation Area, notably at the north
end of North Littleton where these contribute
to its rural character and appearance.

•
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New Buildings Some developments
integrate better into the historic
environment than others. Some
exhibit design characteristics that are
quite different to the established
characteristics of the area. The
purpose of highlighting these
buildings is not necessarily to aim at
their redevelopment, but to guard
against them becoming too dominant
through future additions or
alterations. These buildings will not
be regarded by the Council as a
guide or precedent for future
development proposals.
Replacement doors and windows
Some properties have had
replacement windows and/or doors,
including uPVC, stained timber and
double glazed units. Window and
door replacements with new ones of
a different design, detail materials or
finish, erodes local building detail,
which is an essential part of the
distinctive character and appearance
of the conservation area.
Boundary wall maintenance and
repair there are occasional examples
of poorly maintained stone walls.
Stone boundary walls are
characteristic of the conservations
area contributing significantly to
distinctive character and appearance
of the conservation area.
Surfaces Occasional property
frontages are hard paved for car
standings. This treatment of
frontages provides an inappropriate
hard open setting to buildings here
softer green settings and boundary
features are characteristic

North and Middle Littleton
We would welcome the opportunity of
discussing the scope for improving these
features.

conservation area. Buildings remain
vulnerable to change.

Neutral Areas

5 Issues

4.37
There are some parts of the conservation
area which, in their present form, neither
enhance or detract from its character or
appearance. Some of the new houses are
set in good sized plots with gardens, walls
and planting which softens their appearance
and helps to integrate them into the historic
environment.

The appraisal has highlighted the following
problems and pressures in the North and
Middle Littleton Conservation Area.
•
•
•
•

4.38
We will be careful, however, to guard
against these properties and areas
becoming too dominant through future
additions or alterations.

•

.
The Management Proposals at Section 2
consider how these might be addressed to
ensure the continuing preservation and
enhancement of the character and
appearance of the conservation area.

Threats
4.39
The Littletons have been much affected by
20th century development and is sensitive to
further change. In particular:
•

•

Intrusion of new development
Design quality of new buildings
Boundary wall maintenance and
repair
Loss of architectural features and
materials
Introduction of modern paving
materials

Note

Development. A lot of the conservation
area lies within a defined Local Plan
development boundary (Plan policy
GD1), which may bring pressure for
further infill development or redevelopment. The identification of North
and Middle Littleton as a Category 3
Village in the draft South Worcestershire
Development Plan could bring new
development pressure which could
diminish its setting and open spaces

Although it is intended that this appraisal
should highlight significant features of the
conservation area which are important to its
character or appearance, omission of a
particular feature should not be taken as an
indication that it is without merit and
unimportant in conservation and planning
terms.

Sources
Archaeology Dept at the Hive, Worcester
Victoria County History, Worcestershire
Volumes
PhD Thesis – University of Birmingham
School of History by John Bruce Watson
1987
Manor of Middle Littleton Map – James
Rushout 1697
Map of Estate of Geo Rushout 1849 –
Parish of North and Middle Littleton
Inclosure Map 1811

Incremental erosion of character
through cumulative small changes, such
as insertion of rooflights, replacement
windows, doors and roof coverings, loss
of gravel drives to other materials and
laying of pavements in materials or
bricks other than the historic blue/grey
type of brick historically in use. North
and Middle Littleton has been affected
by such changes. These have
diminished the quality of buildings and
their setting and their contribution to the
20
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Auction of Littleton Estate – 1920 – details
of parcels of land and buildings for sale with
map
Ordnance Survey Mapping 1880 to the
present day
Alan Lloyd – personal observations of a
lifetime in North and Middle Littleton – 1925
to present day
Reg Wheeler – personal observations

Further Information
For further guidance and information please
contact:
The Heritage Section
Planning Services
Civic Centre
Queen Elizabeth Drive
Pershore
Worcs WR10 1PT
Tel: 01386 565565
Email: planning@wychavon.gov.uk
Web: www.wchavon.gov.uk
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2 Intrusion of new development
• The character of the conservation
area is vulnerable to continued
encroachment of new development

Part 2.
North and Middle Littleton
Conservation Area
Appraisal

Action
We will
• Assess new development proposals
against the North and Middle Littleton
Conservation Area Character
Appraisal in addition to local plan
policies on conservation areas

1 What are these management
proposals for?
1.1These management proposals are a mid
to long term strategy for preserving and
enhancing the North and Middle Littleton
Conservation Area, addressing the issues
arising from the appraisal.

3 Loss of architectural features and
materials
• Several buildings have been
adversely affected by the use of
inappropriate modern materials,
detailing, and of replacement of
original doors and windows with poor
quality substitutes such as uPVC.

1.2
These proposals are prepared in
accordance with our duty under Section 71
of the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to formulate
and publish proposals for the preservation
and enhancement of our conservation areas

Action
We will
• Consider the need for Article 4
Directions to bring such works under
planning control, to ensure that the
special qualities of unlisted buildings
of local significance are protected.
• Address unauthorised alterations to
buildings through enforcement action
where appropriate, in accordance
with Enforcement Policy.

2 Management Proposals
1 New Development
Some new buildings exhibit design
characteristics that are quite different to the
established characteristics of the area and
which fail to preserve or enhance the
conservation area. Others are let down by
poor attention to detail and materials.

4 Loss of Gardens to car parking
• Gardens are vulnerable to
replacement with hard surfacing for
car parking, with associated loss of
boundary walls, fences and hedges,
to the detriment of the character of
the conservation area.

Action
We will
• Seek improvements to buildings
where opportunities arise through
development proposals
•

Action
We will

Assess new proposals against our
Local Plan Policies on design,
conservation areas, listed buildings
and our supplementary planning
guidance on design.

•
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Seek improvements to existing sites
where opportunity arises through
discussion with site owners

North and Middle Littleton
•
•

•

opportunities arise, and the need for
prior consent for works, where
relevant

Consider the need for Article 4(2)
Directions to bring hardstands under
planning control
Address unauthorised development
through enforcement action where
appropriate, in accordance with our
Enforcement Policy
Assess new proposals against our
local plan policies on preserving and
enhancing the conservation area and
the North and Middle Littleton
Conservation Area Character
Appraisal

Trees
All trees over a certain size are protected in
the Conservation Area. Written notification
must be given to the Council before carrying
out any works to these trees. Some trees
are individually protected by Tree
Preservation Orders and consent is needed
from us before any works to them are
carried out.
Our Landscape Team can advise on which
trees are protected, the type of works which
would need to be notified or need consent,
the procedures and the likelihood of getting
consent for the works. The contribution of
the tree to the character and appearance of
the Conservation Area will be a factor in the
consideration of a notification or application.

5 Introduction of modern paving
materials
•

These materials and features
undermine the quality of the historic
environment

Action
We will
•
•

•

Scheduled Ancient Monuments
These are protected by law. Consent is
needed from the Secretary of State for any
works affecting a monument.

Seek improvements to site where
opportunities arise through
development proposals
Consider the need for Article 4(2)
Directions to bring such works under
planning control, to ensure that the
special character of the area is
protected
Assess new proposals against our
local plan policies on design and on
preserving and enhancing the
conservation area, preserving setting
of listed building, on supplementary
planning guidance on design and the
North and Middle Littleton
Conservation Area Character
Appraisal

6 Boundary wall maintenance and repair
The neglect of historic boundary walls
undermines the quality of the area
Action
We will
•

Advise owners/occupiers of
appropriate repair where
24
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Statement of Community
Involvement
Community involvement has taken the form
of:
• Briefing sessions with North and
Middle Littleton Parish Council
Member for The Littletons
• A public meeting at Middle Littleton
Village Hall on the evening of 14 April
2014
• Letter to residents affected by the
review of the North and Middle
Littleton Conservation Area.

Consultation
The consultation period began on 31 March
2014 and ended on 19 May 2014
Consultation was by:
• A public meeting held at Middle
Littleton Village Hall on the evening
of 14 April 2014
• Publication of the draft appraisal,
management proposals and
proposed conservation area
boundary changes on the Wychavon
District Council website,
accompanied by an online feedback
form
• Placing of the same documents for
public inspection during the
consultation period at:
- Planning Reception, Wychavon
District Council, Civic Centre,
Pershore
- Evesham public library
- Letters to North and Middle
Littleton residents affected by the
review of the conservation area,
North and Middle Littleton Parish
Council, Worcestershire
Archaeological Unit, English
Heritage, Worcestershire County
Council, Worcestershire County
Highways, Vale of Evesham Civic
Society
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