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What is this appraisal for?
•Policy QE5 of The West Midlands Regional
Spatial Strategy and Policies CTC19 and policy
CTC20 of the adopted Worcestershire County
Structure Plan 1996-2011, which seek to protect
and enhance conservation areas; and

Part 1.
Uphampton Conservation Area
Appraisal
1 Introduction

•Policy ENV12 of the Wychavon District Local Plan
(June 2006) which is intended to ensure that
development preserves or enhances the
character or appearance of conservation areas.

What is this Appraisal for?
1.1
A conservation area is an area of special
architectural or historic interest, usually the historic
part of a town or village, where we wish to
preserve or enhance its character or appearance.
Part of Uphampton is a conservation area.

1.5
Broadly, these policies seek to ensure that the
conservation area is preserved by:
Refusing permission for:
•the demolition of any building or structure if its
loss would damage its character or appearance
•the extension or alteration of a building where the
change would damage its character or
appearance
•development which would be harmful to its
setting or character or appearance
•development which would adversely affect or
result in the loss of historic plots, layouts and
street pattern, important views, open spaces,
tree cover or boundary features within the
conservation area
•signage which would be harmful to the character
or appearance of the conservation area,

1.2
Under Section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 we must pay
special attention to the desirability of preserving or
enhancing the character or appearance of the
conservation area. This appraisal identifies the
special interest and character of the Uphampton
Conservation Area, and provides guidance on
how the preservation or enhancement of its
character or appearance can be achieved. The
first part of the appraisal identifies its special
interest and character. The second part sets out
management proposals for addressing the issues
identified in the appraisal.

and requiring new development to:
•respect its context in design, including scale,
form, proportion and detailing
•Use materials in accordance with those
traditionally used in that particular part of the
conservation area, and maintain a similar mix
•be located on their sites in a similar way to the
general pattern of building in that part of the
conservation area
•Boundary walls, railings and hedges should be
incorporated in the development in a similar way
to those already in existence in that part of the
conservation area, and these should use similar
materials and detailing, or species, and
•Shop signs to respect the character of the
buildings and quality of the historic environment
in their siting, size, materials and design.

1.3
The Uphampton Conservation Area was
designated in January 1975. The boundary was
reviewed in 2008 during the preparation of this
appraisal. The current conservation area
boundary is shown in the appraisal.

Planning Policy Framework
1.4
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with
the national, regional and the local planning policy
framework, particularly:
•Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 - Planning and
the Historic Environment (PPG15) which sets out
Government policy on the protection of
conservation areas and other elements of the
historic environment;

1.6
In accordance with the new planning system
4
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introduced in 2004 we are preparing a Local
Development Framework. This will contain
conservation area policies that will supersede the
Structure and Local Plan from 2009.

signage, which can undermine the character and
appearance of an historic place, is largely absent
from the conservation area.
The special interest of Uphampton that
justifies its designation as a conservation
area includes:

1.7
This appraisal supplements Structure Plan and
Local Plan Policies CTC19, CTC20 and ENV12
and was adopted by the Council on 25 November
2008.

- Its long history, still evident in its buildings.
- Its significant archaeological potential

2 Summary of Special Interest
2.1
Uphampton is set on a ridge above the River
Severn. It is a small quiet rural hamlet forming part
of the large parish of Ombersley. The parish has
considerable historic, architectural and
archaeological interest with evidence of historic
activity from the Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age,
Roman periods, and the still visible impacts of
medieval and post medieval settlement to the
present day.

- The survival of a clear demonstration of
historic social hierarchy within the village,
evident in the size, design and siting of
buildings

2.2
It is difficult to be certain about the origins of the
hamlet but it is likely that it began as a homestead
in the forest consisting of one or two farms.
Existing buildings suggest a 16th century farming
settlement with Pipestyle House and Baytree
House, The Hinks, Hinks Cottage and Hinks End
being the oldest properties. The majority of
houses and cottages can be dated to the 17th
century. The two largest houses, Uphampton and
Oakhill are early 18th.

- The strong visual and historic relationship
between the village and its setting.

- The number and quality of historic buildings
- The survival of historic fabric, including a
significant proportion of sandstone, timber
framing and architectural detailing

- The significant contribution of trees,
gardens, open spaces and views
The conservation area boundary is drawn to
reflect this special interest.

3 Assessing Special Interest
Location & Landscape Setting

2.3
The use of locally available red sandstone and
timber is particularly prevalent.

Location
3.1
Uphampton is situated in the large Parish of
Ombersley, which has an area of 7,129 acres. It is
north of Worcester just off the A449 Worcester to
Kidderminster road. It is bordered in the west by
the River Severn, in the south by the Salwarpe
River and in the east by Hadley Brook. The high
road from Stourport to Worcester passes through
the parish from north to south, the high road from
Droitwich to Tenbury crosses the River Severn at
Holt Fleet Bridge.

2.4
The mixture of cottages, farms and houses give a
clue to the history of the village. There are
glimpses of gardens, trees and distant
countryside between dwellings, over boundary
walls, market gardens and panoramic views from
many points in the Conservation Area.
2.5
Notably, significant modern intrusion in the form of
obtrusive street lighting, road markings and
5
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3.2
The hamlet, probably originally two farms, is
reached by narrow lanes from Ombersley: via
Woodhall Lane to Uphampton House and the
other along Uphampton Lane (Sandys Lane) from
the A449 to Pipestyle House. The lanes rise
steeply into deep holloways. The two parts of the
conservation area are joined by Lineholt Lane
which runs north/south along the ridge. These
clusters of dwellings and historic farm buildings
(now mostly converted to dwellings) are
approached from either of the two lanes.

3.5
Fruit production has been historically important to
Uphampton; the area around the village was
extensively planted with orchards but these
declined during the 20th century. The land is now
a mixture of market gardens and arable. This is
confirmed by the presence of large cultivated
fields with a little orchard remaining. There are no
working farms in Uphampton.
3.6
The earlier farming character of the conservation
area is confirmed by views across farm land and
the presence of farm buildings.

3.3
The Conservation Area consists of two distinct
character areas.:•that around Pipestyle House where individual
houses are situated in large plots and
•that around Uphampton House where cottages
and houses are grouped in medium and smaller
plots

Historical Development &
Archaeology
The Origins & Development of Uphampton
3.7
Uphampton forms part of the large parish of
Ombersley which was gifted to the Benedictine
monks of Evesham Abbey in about 706AD. It
became a grange (monastic farm) of the Abbey
remaining in possession of the Abbots until the
dissolution. The Domesday survey of 1086
records that Ambreslege (Ombersley), meaning
clearing in the wood, was the property of
Evesham Abbey and consisted of 15 hides of
which 3 were free of both fields and woodland.
There were: 5 ploughs with 30 villeins and 12
borders, 2 priests and two riders and 10 oxmen,
between them they had 20 ploughs. A fishery
rendered 2000 eels. Two mills, meadow,
woodland and a salt pan are also recorded in the
survey.

Landscape Setting

Landscape setting

3.4
Uphampton lies on a broad ridge overlooking the
Severn Valley. The soils are light well drained with
a sandy texture and overlay a substrate of Triassic
sandstone. The area has a history of intensive
cultivation. On approaching the ridge Uphampton
village is mostly concealed from view by the hilly
landscape and woodland tree cover. Millhampton
Wood is a new communal woodland which was
planted in 2002. There are long distance views
from various vantage points within the
conservation area to the Clent Hills, Abberley,
Malvern, Black Mountains, Bredon Hill the
Cotswold Escarpment and beyond.

3.8
The parish was originally a part of the Wyre Forest
known as Ombersley Forest until it was
disafforested by Royal grant in 1229. It is not
known whether there was a homestead at
Uphampton at this time.
3.9
A market was granted to the Abbot of Evesham in
1354. In 1376 Abbot John Ombersley obtained a
Licence from the King to inclose 300 acres of land
and water in Lineholt to make a park there. This
would have been to supply venison, wood and
6
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timber. It was stocked with fallow deer, cattle and
sheep to graze. Inclosure surveys indicate that
the location of the park was northwest of
Ombersley Court towards Boreley House and
beyond Uphampton.

founded. The earliest surviving houses, cottages
and farm buildings in the conservation area date
from this period - the late 16th and early 17th
centuries.
3.11
After the Dissolution the manor was leased to a
series of people until 1594 when a lease for 31
years was granted to Sir Samuel Sandys. Sir
Samuel was the eldest son of Edwin Sandys,
Bishop of Worcester.

3.10
As parks generally went out of use by the 16th
and 17th centuries, there was a resurgence of
land reclaimation from woods to increase
productivity and profit. Where reclaimation
occurred new hamlets like Uphampton were often
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3.12
From the 18th century onwards many areas started
into commercial fruit and vegetable production;
19th century OS maps confirm that much of
Uphampton had been planted with orchard. The
introduction of the railway in the mid 1800s led to
expansion of market gardening because produce
could be easily transported all over the country.

This was perhaps a period of prosperity; the largest
houses in the Conservation Area are Uphampton
House and Oakhill House dating from the 18th to
early 19th centuries., There does not appear to
have been any significant building in the later 19th
century but there was a good deal of alteration and
addition to the houses and cottages which can be
attributed to the mid 19th century.
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Uphampton Conservation Area
3.13
All the amenities that the farming community in
Uphampton would have needed could be found in
Ombersley and additionally there was a smithy
and a pub in the hamlet. In the 20th century there
has been a significant amount new housing
development. There are now no working farms in
Uphampton and many of the farm buildings have
been converted into dwellings.

Archaeology
3.14
There is considerable evidence of prehistoric
settlement activity around the parish. Evidence of
the Neolithic is in finds including the stone axe
now in Worcester Museum. A Bronze Age tumulus
and palstave was found on Lineholt Common..
There is archaeological evidence of Iron Age
enclosures, pottery and a possible pottery kiln, a
road and rectangular and circular ditched
enclosures from the Roman period.

Extract from 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map c1886

Conservation Area boundary
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3.15
Uphampton is the site of a bombing decoy, this
was one of 17 decoys around Birmingham to
simulate factory lighting at Kidderminster and
Stourport. The decoy was situated to the north
west of the hamlet. Other World war II defences
include a sandbagged position and concrete anti
tank cylinders.

Plan Form
3.16
Uphampton has a simple linear plan form
historically divided into two parts; that around
Uphampton Lane and Lineholt Lane.and the part
along the Uphampton to Holt Road and Wards
Lane (Woodpecker Lane).

Plan Form
Conservation Area boundary
Settlement Area
Roads, lanes and footpaths


Scale : Not to Scale
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the setting of buildings.

3.17
In Uphampton Lane and the northern part of
Lineholt Lane the individual houses and cottages
are set in large plots. With no discernible common
ridge alignment they are generally set well back in
their plots excepting Pipestyle and The Chestons
which have gable ends to the grass verge with
associated farm buildings in alignment to the
verge.

3.23
The conservation area is surrounded by cultivated
fields and market gardens. There is some
woodland including that around Oakhill House
and the Millhampton Wood which provides the
setting of the conservation area.
Key Views & Vistas

3.18
Holt Road is situated at the southern end of the
Conservation Area. The individual houses here are
set in a mixture of medium and smaller plots.
Uphampton House and Oak Hill House are set in
large corner plots with associated farm buildings
which have been converted to dwellings. The
other properties along the lane are a mixture of
dwellings of differing sizes and periods.
3.19
Wards Lane (Woodpecker Lane) is marked at the
western end by a triangular grass island at its
junction with the Holt Road, here medium and
smaller cottages are set in their respective smaller
plots mainly with gables fronting the road to grass
verges. At the end of the lane modern houses
and bungalows are prevalent.
3.20
Modern development has diluted the conservation
area in parts. Nevertheless the historic form of the
settlement is largely preserved and is a significant
element of the character and special interest of
the conservation area.
Spaces
3.21
Throughout the conservation area houses and
cottages are located in generous plots. The most
significant and largest of these are around The
Baches, Pipestyle House, Uphampton House and
Oakhill House and are part of its historic form,
character and appearance.

Views to surrounding countryside

3.22
Less apparent, but just as important to the special
interest and character of the conservation area are
the smaller private gardens and yards. While the
full extent of these may not be entirely publicly
visible this contributes to an impression of space,
appreciated from glimpses over boundaries and
between buildings. These gardens also provide
11
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3.24
There are a number of notable views into the
conservation area looking toward Pipestyle House
from Uphampton Lane, from Woodhall Lane to
Uphampton House, from Lineholt Road looking
toward Pipestyle House, from Wards Lane towards
Birds Cottages.

including that between Farleigh House and Hinks
Cottage, the Chestons and Chestons View.

4 Character Analysis

3.25
There are many notable long distance views from
the Conservation Area including those from
Oakhill House, Fruitlands Farm, from the public
footpath to the rear of properties along Lineholt
Lane, and from the track near to The Hollies.

Rural village character

View towards Ombersley Church

General
4.1
Uphampton is a quiet rural village with much
evidence in its form and fabric of its early origin.
Character Areas
4.2
There are two distinct character areas within the
conservation area: the area around Lineholt Lane
and Uphampton Lane and that around Holt Road
and Wards Lane.

3.26
Medium distance views from Uphampton House
looking down Woodhall Lane, from Pipestyle
House looking down Uphampton Lane and from
Pipestyle towards The Baches.

4.3
Lineholt Lane and Uphampton Lane has large and
medium sized houses mainly set back from the
road in large gardens. The farming origins of
many of these buildings is not now apparent due

3.27
Other notable views are found between buildings
12
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the loss of associated buildings and farmyards
excepting for Pipestyle House which still shows its
farming origins in the barns and other buildings
within the curtilage.

ceiling heights. Principal elevations are
characteristic of the Classical architectural
influence of the period, with careful order or
symmetry and verticality in elevation, incorporating
a centre placed door with doorcase and fanlight,
carefully proportioned double hung vertical sliding
sashes under flat heads to each side and
matching ridge chimneys to each gable end.
Additional or alternative architectural features to
demonstrate prestige are incorporated into their
design, such as, hipped roofs, stone dressings,
and other embellishments such as moulded eaves
cornices and string courses.

Holt Lane and Wards Lane in contrast are
generally lined with medium and smaller sized
houses and cottages some of which are set back
in medium sized plots whilst others are situated to
the back of the green verge typically with smaller
plots to the rear. The exception to this is
Uphampton House and Oakhill House (previously
Chapel Villa) and Chapel Farm which are set back
in very large plots with associated farm buildings.

4.8
Rooflights are noticeably absent.

Buildings
4.4
The majority of buildings in the conservation area
are dwellings, ranging from substantial houses to
modest cottages. With few exceptions, most were
built in the late 16th to 17th, and early 18th to 19th
centuries, with a resulting architectural mix
predominantly of timber frame and brick reflecting
social hierarchy as well as earlier farming origins
of some of the dwellings. There are many 20th
century houses in between and on the periphery.
4.5
Many of the buildings are listed for their special
architectural or historic interest. Though most
have received alterations and extensions.

Large houses - 18th / 19th Century

Houses
4.9

4.6
Most buildings share common design
characteristics of:
•limited spans/plan depths dictated by historic
building construction methods
•a simple main rectangular plan form
•steeply pitched roofs
•tight verges with simple lime mortar fillets
Largest Houses
4.7
The largest houses are late 18th to early 19th
century, these include Oakhill House, and
Uphampton House. These buildings are large in
size, denoting prestige. They are typically three
bays wide, two to two and a half or three storey in
height, double pile and large in scale, with large
doors and windows reflecting high internal floor to

Early houses date from 16th Century

The earliest surviving properties dating from the
16th century, Pipestyle and Baytree House were
farm houses. Other houses dated to around 1600
13
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are Linden Lea, The Baches, Greenland, The
Gables, The Hollies. Houses are one and a half to
2 storey of timber frame with render or brick infil of
rectangular plan with ridge mounted chimneys.
Windows are timber casement in small square
opening arranged in random pattern on principal
elevation fitted flush to the wall with minimal cills.
Within later cottages the same casement windows
are more carefully arranged on principal elevations
in a symmetrical composition, typically with
cambered brick arched heads. Doors are mainly
solid and painted and vertically planked,
occasionally with modest but well detailed open
timber porches.

the same casement windows are more carefully
arranged on principal elevations in a symmetrical
composition, typically with cambered brick arched
heads. Doors are mainly solid and painted and
vertically planked, occasionally with modest but
well detailed open timber porches.
4.11
Dormers are frequently present in cottages either
wall plate mounted or breaking through the eaves.
Rooflights are absent.
4.12
Cottages are found throughout the conservation
area reflecting Uphampton's origins as a farming
community.

Cottages
4.10

Modern Houses
4.13
Modern development in Uphampton generally
does not conform in form, scale and features
characteristic of its historic buildings. There are
one or two examples which achieve a reasonable
quality of design appropriate to the surrounds,
although often let down by poor detailing and use
of inappropriate materials.
Ancillary Buildings
4.14
Other main building types in the conservation area
are ancillary buildings such as barns, brew house
and privies. There is a cider house at Pipestyle.
These are typically sited at the side or rear, they
are generally contemporary in date with the
principal residential building. Most have been
converted into residential uses. They are typical in
form and design of their period and purpose, with
simple functional plans and minimal openings in
plain walls.

Cottages are mainly 17th Century

Cottages are detached semi detached or
terraced, they date from 16th century through to
the early 20th century indicating continuing
replacement and development. The Hinks is one
of the oldest surviving of these dated as 16th
century but the majority of the cottages are 15th
century, They are one and half to two storey with
one or two bays, of timber frame with render or
brick infil or brick construction of simple
rectangular plan and are very modest in size and
scale with the upper floor partly within the roof.
While ridge mounted chimneys are most common,
they may be within the roof slope, centrally placed
or, in some cases, external. Of particular interest
are the star shaped brick stacks at Uphampton
Cottage and The Hinks. Windows are casements
in small squarely proportioned openings arranged
in random pattern and fitted flush to the wall with
minimal cills and flat heads. Within later cottages

4.15
These buildings have a visual and functional
relationship with the principal building and are
subservient in scale, form and design. The
presence of these ancillary buildings and their
relationship with their principal building is a clue to
the history and development of the village and are
an essential element of the special interest,
character and appearance of the conservation
area.
14
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4.18
Buildings and structures that are listed by
association with those buildings included in the list
are shown on the appraisal map where they have
been able to be identified. The information shown
on the map is not definitive. The Council’s
Heritage Team should be contacted for advice on
whether a building or structure is listed by
association before any works are carried out to
potentially listed buildings or structures.
Unlisted Buildings
4.19
There are many other buildings that, while not
"listed", have qualities of age, style and materials
which are locally important and which make a
positive contribution to the character and
appearance of the conservation area

Village barns

4.20
That many of these properties retain much of their
original character and appearance is to the credit
of those owners who have carefully preserved
them. There is, however, no guarantee as to their
future and these properties are vulnerable to future
change. The Management Plan at Part 2 includes
a proposal for consideration of Article 4(2)
Directions to provide long-term protection against
unsympathetic alterations. The effect of the
Direction would be that certain alterations which
formerly did not require planning permission
would need permission in future, but only where
the change affects those parts of a property
fronting a highway or public open space.

Barn conversion

Farm Buildings
4.16
Barns and farm buildings are grouped around
yards close to their respective houses; Pipestyle,
Uphampton House, Chapel Farm and The Gables
and are typical of the Worcestershire vernacular,
with simple rectangular plans, simple plain gabled
roofs and walls with minimal openings..

Materials
4.21

Listed Buildings
4.17
Several buildings in the Uphampton Conservation
Area are "listed" for their architectural or historic
Interest. Other buildings and structures attached
to, or pre-dating 1st July 1948 and forming part of
the curtilage of these identified buildings are also
listed by association. While the aim of the listed
building legislation is to preserve these buildings
for their own sake, any changes affecting them will
also be considered in terms of the effect on the
conservation area.
Buildings are of a variety of local materials
15

Uphampton Conservation Area
The use of building materials in the conservation
area reflects what was locally available at the time.
Where stone is used in construction in buildings
and walls it is the rich red Triassic sandstone
available in the conservation area. There is a
mixture of building material for walls and roofs
throughout the conservation area; timber framing
with brick infill panels and clay tile, and brick in
later buildings in the rich red colour of the locality.
There is occasional use of timber weatherboarding for barns.

are occasional examples of mullioned windows in
earlier houses with examples at Pipestyle House.
4.27
Doors are painted timber.
4.28
There are examples of replacement windows and
doors in uPVC, stained timber and painted timber.
Replacement windows sometimes incorporate
lead strips in imitation of leaded lights, and the
design of replacement windows often incorporates
top-hung hinged opening lights in lieu of side
hung casements and sliding sashes. The
materials, finishes, and much of the detailing of
these replacement windows, are inconsistent with
traditional window design, detail and finish
prevalent in the conservation area and are harmful
to its character and appearance.

Walls
4.22
Providing much of the character of the village are
the many surviving examples of timber framed
buildings. These cottages and houses have
panels of painted render and brick infill between
timbers mostly painted black. There is a surviving
example of cruck frame at The Hinks. This framing
is tangible evidence of the history and
development of the village and part of its special
interest and character.

4.29
There is a good survival of cast iron gutters and
down-pipes. The retention of this historic fabric
and detailing is important to the character and
appearance of the conservation area.

4.23
There is a persistent use of the locally obtained
stone in boundary walls and plinths throughout.
There is occasional use of stone in ancilliary
buildings.

4.30
Road surfaces are tarmac, with natural stone and
concrete kerbs. The modern materials, while
serviceable, have a ubiquity and quality of finish
that is disappointing in association with the
historic environment. The natural stone kerbs
have a patina and quality which is more
appropriate and which it is important to the
character and appearance of the conservation
area to retain.

4.24
Brick is also a frequently used material in barns
and later buildings occasionally painted.
Roofs
4.25
The predominant roof covering on buildings
throughout the conservation area is plain clay
machine tile of a red/brown hue. Tiles are largely
machine made from the 19th century. There is an
example of slate at Oakhill House.

4.31
Private drives and yards are surfaced in loose
gravel, tarmac or concrete paviours. The
gravelled surfaces gives a soft textured surface
finish while the tarmac and concrete paviours are
less appropriate for the setting of the historic
buildings.

Windows and doors
4.26
Windows are generally casement of wrought iron
or painted timber with some examples of sash
windows of painted timber. Both materials are
characteristic of their respective periods and
status of buildings and the retention of these
traditional materials is important to the character
and appearance of the conservation area. There

Local Details
4.32
There are many small building and other details in
the Uphampton conservation area that contribute
to its character and special interest and which are
important to retain. These include:
16
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•Local red sandstone frequently found on
boundary walls, plinths and buildings
•The large star shaped brick chimney stacks
throughout the conservation area
•Cogged or dogtooth dentilled eaves detailing

Star chimney

Boundaries
4.33
Wall boundaries of local red sandstone are
common, this boundary treatment is consistent
throughout the conservation area, regardless of
location or status of building. They are an integral
Natural Environment
4.35
The natural environment makes a significant
contribution to the character and appearance of
the Uphampton Conservation Area.

element of its special interest, character and
appearance.
4.34
Front boundaries are a significant feature in the
conservation area. Stone walls and hedges are
usual, with examples of brick walls and timber
picket fences.

4.36
Trees and hedges provide a green soft edge to
the village and setting for its buildings. They

Boundary wall

The natural environment
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conservation area. Written notification must be
given to the Council before carrying out any works
to these trees. Some trees are individually
protected by Tree Preservation Orders and
consent is needed from us before any works to
them are carried out.
Our Landscape Team can advise on which trees
are protected, the type of works which would need
to be notified or need consent, the procedures
and the likelihood of getting consent for the works.
The contribution of the tree to the character and
appearance of the conservation area will be a
factor in the consideration of a notification or
application.
make a significant contribution to its rural
character as appreciated from within and in views
to and from the conservation area.

Negative Features & Neutral Areas
Negative Features
4.40
Uphampton has retained much of its historic form
and fabric. There are, however, features that
compromise or detract from its character and
appearance. These include:

4.37
Less apparent, but just as important, are private
gardens. These remain largely undeveloped and
continue in use as gardens. While the full extent
of private gardens may not be entirely publicly
visible, these gardens provide the setting of
buildings and are historically important as the
open space characteristically found behind
frontage buildings on the plots of the medieval
village plan.

•New buildings. Some new buildings exhibit
design characteristics that are quite different to
the established characteristics of the area. The
purpose of highlighting these buildings is not
necessarily to aim at their re-development, but to
guard against them becoming too dominant
through future additions or alterations. These
buildings will not be regarded by the Council as
a guide or precedent for future development
proposals.

4.38

•Poor quality re-pointing of fine historic stonework
in hard cement mortars.
•Replacement doors and windows. A number of
properties have had replacement windows
and/or doors in uPVC, stained timber or double
glazed units. Window and door replacements
with new ones of a different design, detail,
materials or finish, erodes local building detail,
which is an essential part of the distinctive
character and appearance of the conservation
area.

Trees are a feature throughout the conservation
area There are frequent views and glimpses of
these from roads and footpath. Prominent tree
groups are mixed species in the garden and
woods around Oakhill House.

We would welcome the opportunity of discussing
the scope for improving these features.
Neutral Areas
4.41
There are some parts of the conservation area
which, in their present form, neither enhance or

4.39
All trees over a certain size are protected in the
18
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detract from its character or appearance.

Further Information

4.42
Some of the modern infill developments in the
Uphampton Lane and Uphampton to Holt Road
although exhibiting some different design
characteristics to the established characteristics of
the area, reflect the scale and form of
neighbouring buildings and do not intrude.

For further guidance and information please
contact:
The Heritage Section
Planning Services
Wychavon District Council
Civic Centre
Queen Elizabeth Drive
Pershore
Worcs. WR10 1PT

4.43
We will be careful, however, to guard against such
properties and areas becoming too dominant
through future additions or alterations.

Tel. 01386 565565
e.mail: planning@wychavon.gov.uk
web: www.wychavon.gov.uk

5 Issues
5.1
The appraisal has highlighted the following
problems and pressures in the Uphampton
Conservation Area.
•Design quality of new buildings.
•Loss of architectural features on buildings.
•Wall maintenance and repair.

The following websites contain information
relating to conservation areas:
Wychavon District Council at
www.wychavon.gov.uk

5.2
The Management Plan at Section 2 considers how
these might be addressed to ensure the
continuing preservation and enhancement of the
character and appearance of the conservation
area.

English Heritage at
www.english-heritage.org.uk

NOTE
Although it is intended that this appraisal should
highlight significant features of the conservation
area which are important to its character or
appearance, omission of a particular feature
should not be taken as an indication that it is
without merit and unimportant in conservation and
planning terms.
Sources and Further Information
Sources
Victoria County History: Worcestershire
OS Maps 1883, 1901, 1920
A Survey of Historic Parks and Gardens of
Worcestershire
English Heritage Pastscape
A Millennium History of Ombersley and Doverdale
- Eugene Roelofsz
List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic
Interest (District of Wychavon)
Noake's Worcestershire
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Management Proposals
Part 2. Uphampton Conservation
Area Management Proposals

of original timber front doors.
Action

1 Introduction

We will
•consider the need for Article 4(2) Directions to
these properties, to bring such works under
planning control, to ensure that the special
qualities of unlisted buildings of local
significance are protected.

What are these Management Proposals for?
1.1
These management proposals are a mid- to longterm strategy for preserving and enhancing the
Uphampton conservation area, addressing the
issues arising from the appraisal.
1.2
These proposals are prepared in accordance with
our duty under Section 71 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 to
formulate and publish proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of our
conservation areas.

•address unauthorised alterations to buildings
through enforcement action where appropriate,
in accordance with our Enforcement Policy.

1. Design quality of new buildings
Some new buildings exhibit design characteristics
that are quite different to the established
characteristics of the area and which fail to
preserve or enhance the conservation area.
Others are let down by poor attention to detail and
materials.

3. Wall maintenance and repair
There are examples of poor maintenance and
repair where historic materials on boundary walls
have suffered from poor pointing. Inadequate
maintenance and repair undermines the quality of
the environment and is likely to lead to
deterioration and ultimate loss of historic fabric.
There are several instances where boundary walls
important to the appearance and character of the
conservation area have no protection. If these
were replaced with other materials the quality of
the historic environment would be undermined.

Action

Action

We will
•seek improvements to buildings where
opportunities arise through development
proposals.

We will
•consider the need for Article 4 Directions to bring
such works under planning control, to ensure
that the special character of the area is
protected.

2 Management Proposals

•assess new proposals against our Local Plan
Policies on Design and on Preserving and
Enhancing the Conservation Area, Preserving the
Setting of Listed Buildings and our forthcoming
supplementary planning document on design.

•address unauthorised works through
enforcement action where appropriate, in
accordance with our Enforcement Policy.

2. Loss of architectural features on historic
buildings
Several of the buildings in the conservation area
have been adversely affected by the use of
inappropriate modern materials or details such as
the replacement of original timber sash or timber
and wrought iron casements with double glazed
uPVC or stained hardwood windows and the loss
20

ARTICLE 4(2) DIRECTIONS

Background
A report to the Council’s Development Control
Committee on 21st August 2008 explains the
reasons for preparing a character appraisal and
management plan for the Uphampton Conservation
Area. Specifically, the character appraisal and plan
is drafted in accordance with the requirements on
Wychavon District Council imposed by the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990, to:

What is an Article 4(2) Direction?
An Article 4(2) Direction is an Order that the District
Council can make to provide long-term protection
against unsympathetic alterations to unlisted
dwelling houses in conservation areas by restricting
certain "permitted development" rights. This means
that alterations that formerly did not require
planning permission would need permission in the
future. This would only apply to elevations or parts
of a property which front public roads, rights of way
or public open spaces. It would not normally affect
the rear of a property or the rear garden, and does
not affect interior alterations.

•keep its conservation areas under review;
•prepare policies and proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of the character or
appearance of its conservation areas; and
•pay special attention to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance of the conservation area in
exercising its planning functions.

Why consider them for Uphampton?
The conservation area at Uphampton has been
designated in recognition of its special architectural
and historic interest and a desire to preserve its
character and appearance.

The preparation and publication of conservation
area character appraisals and management plans
is a key step in the Council fulfilling these duties.

Although many alterations to all types of buildings
can be controlled in a conservation area by
planning permission, changes can still take place
to unlisted dwellings and their sites that can
damage the character and appearance of the
conservation area, but which are "permitted
development", i.e. they do not ordinarily require
planning permission.

Community Involvement
Community involvement has taken the form of:
•a briefing session with the Uphampton Parish
Council.
•a public meeting at Memorial Hall Ombersley on
the evening of 23 September 2008.

There are many buildings in the Uphampton
Conservation Area which, although not listed, have
qualities of age, style and materials which are
locally distinct and which make a positive
contribution to the character and appearance of the
Conservation Area. That many of these properties
retain much of their original character and
appearance is to the credit of those owners who
have carefully preserved them. There is, however,
no guarantee as to their future and these properties
are vulnerable to future change.

•letters to Uphampton residents on 11 September
2008.
Consultation
The consultation period began on 23 September
2008 and ended on 31 October 2008.
Consultation was by:
•A public meeting held at Memorial Hall Ombersley
on the evening of 23 September 2008.

Article 4(2) directions are proposed for some
properties in the conservation area.

•Publication of the draft appraisal, management
plan & proposed conservation area boundary
changes on the Wychavon District Council
website, accompanied by an electronic feedback
form.

STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Introduction
This statement is a summary of community
involvement and public consultation undertaken by
Wychavon District Council in respect of the
Uphampton Conservation Area Appraisal and
Management Plan.

•Placing of the same documents for public
inspection during the consultation period at:
-Planning Reception, Wychavon District
Council, Civic Centre, Pershore
-Droitwich Community Contact Centre
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-Droitwich public library
-Memorial Hall, Ombersley
•Letters to Uphampton residents, Uphampton
Parish Council, Droitwich Civic Society,
Worcestershire Archaeological Unit, English
Heritage, Worcestershire County Council.
Consultees
The following were consulted on the draft appraisal
and management plan:
•Uphampton Parish Council
•Uphampton residents
•Droitwich Civic Society
•Worcestershire County Archaeological Service
•Worcestershire County Council
•English Heritage
Publicity
Notice of the public meeting and consultation was
given by way of:
•Posters placed in Uphampton village, Ombersley
and at Pershore Civic Centre
•Letters to residents on 11 September 2008
•A public meeting held at memorial Hall,
Ombersley
•News item in the Worcester Evening News on 30
September 2008
•"Latest News" feature on Wychavon Council
website September 2008
•"News Focus" on Wychavon Council website
September 2008
•Notice placed with the documents at the Civic
Centre, Droitwich Community Contact Centre,
Droitwich public library, Memorial Hall - Ombersley
and on the Council's website
•Information forwarded to consultees
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