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Rebecca made her Paralympic debut in the 2016 Rio 
Olympics and is a well know para swimmer. She was joined 
by Chairman of Wychavon, Cllr. Tony Rowley and Chairman 
of Wychavon Leisure, Stuart Megarry in officially opening the 
new facility that was completed in December by contractor 
Speller Metcalfe. 

The new two-storey extension to Evesham Leisure Centre 
represents a £3 million transformation which improves 
and extends the facilities to meet the demands of growing 
numbers of customers. This represents a total investment of 
£13 million in the site to date. 

The existing fitness room area has been refurbished and 
extended to provide a new weights area. The fitness area has 
been fitted with new equipment for cardio, strength and free 
weight workouts.

 Evesham Leisure Centre  
 extension opened by  
 local Paralympian 
Local Paralympian Rebecca Redfern officially 
opened Evesham Leisure Centre’s extension in the 
presence of civic dignitaries and honoured guests 
at the opening ceremony in January.

 The new extension has:

Two new studios both equipped 
with sprung floors, sound systems 
and coloured lighting. In addition, 
the dance studio has a large mirror 
and dance barre.

A new and expanded therapy 
treatment suite.

Meeting rooms and associated 
kitchenette and toilet facilities.

Fully accessible toilet with hoist for 
disabled customers.
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An additional 91 car parking spaces have been created on site 
to meet demand particularly at peak times. 

The event also coincided with Evesham Vale Cardiac Rehab’s 
10 year anniversary celebrations. Not only did guests have the 
opportunity to find out more about the facilities provided in the 
new extension, but they could also find out more about the 
Evesham Vale Cardiac Rehab work. 

 Also opening –  
 Waitrose 
Residents may also have noticed the opening of the new 
Waitrose store in Evesham. The store is part of a major 
investment by us as we will continue to own the building 
and will gain an income in rental from the investment. We 
hope that the new store will attract greater footfall to the 
town centre. In addition the store has created 100 jobs - 
great news for the economy.

More information
on membership of Evesham Leisure Centre  

go to www.riversfitness.co.uk



 Parks to  
 benefit from  
 £200,000  
 investmenat 
Ensuring we have high quality 
parks and open spaces is really 
important to us and as a result 
our investment and care has been 
recognised by our numerous 
Green Flag awards. To ensure 
this standard is maintained our 
parks are in line for a £200,000 
revamp under proposals agreed 
earlier this year.



Among the projects is a new 
cycle track in Charity Brook Park 
in Evesham. The current track is 
closed for safety reasons as it has 
reached the end of its lifespan and 
the timbers are rotting. A consultation 
into the future of the track is currently 
underway but there is already 
overwhelming support for replacing 
the track rather than doing something 
different with the space. 

As a result it is being proposed to 
install a new track to allow novice 
riders to practise their skills in a safe 
environment and more experienced 
cyclists to enhance their abilities 
without jeopardising the safety of 
other park users.

In Pershore, the popular wet play area 
is set to be resurfaced with a new 
theme. This will ensure youngsters 
can continue to enjoy it for years to 
come.

In Droitwich, a number of projects 
are planned including replacing the 
iconic Wych Barge in Vines Park with a 
similar but more substantial structure 
that is more resistant to vandalism, 
and easier to repair. Lighting would 
also be installed to make it stand out 
in the evening and deter inappropriate 
use. 

In Lido Park, the five-a-side football 
courts will be resurfaced and new 
fencing installed while the footpaths 
around the park are also set to be 
improved. In St Peters Fields, the 
embankment slide will need to be 
removed as the timbers supporting it 
are rotting. It is proposed to replace it 

with either a more modern slide or a 
different piece of play equipment.

The work will also see a footpath 
installed through Cotswold Rise Public 
Open Space running from Badsey 
Road to Broadway Road in Evesham. 
This will connect it to an existing 
footpath across Lavender Fields 
Public Open Space to ensure there is 
a surfaced path all along the route.

The majority of the work will take 
place over the next two years. The 
improvement plan will be partly funded 
through money linked to planning 
agreements – known as section 106 – 
developer contributions.

More information
If you would like to find out more 
about our parks you can sign up 
for a newsletter at our website.



Bids can be for all aspects of community life, community 
buildings, for sports or arts equipment, in fact any project 
that benefits your community and promotes physical 
well-being. 

Projects can also be aimed at a specific group (for 
example, a sports club or team) or can involve people 
from different backgrounds or with differing abilities, as 
long as the bid will help to make a lasting contribution to 
the local community.

Last year 16 groups benefited from £50,000 worth of 
funding on projects ranging from purchasing new tents 
for scouts and guides, to helping build a new village hall 
and providing an outdoor seating area at a community 
café.

 £50k up for  
 grabs 
It’s that time of year when charities, 
community and voluntary groups 
could once again grab a slice of a 
£50,000 fund. The money is part 
of Wychavon’s annual community 
grants scheme and this year 
focuses on individual projects 
with the theme of ‘Community 
Engagement’.

More information
on how to apply is available at  
www.wychavon.gov.uk/grants  
or by calling 01386 565168.  
The deadline for applications is  
29 March at midday.

 Youth Bus  
 secures funding 
The Wychavon Youth Bus has 
successfully been awarded £2,000 
through the Tesco Community Bags of 
Help Scheme. The project came second 
as voted for by Tesco customers and 
has been granted the funds for a new 
music project on the bus.

‘Mixed up! DJ Skills for young people’ will 
offer free DJ tuition classes to young people 
in rural areas throughout 2019. Young people 
can directly book places and receive four free 
lessons to get them started on the decks and 
learn how to mix music.

Bags of Help is Tesco’s local community 
grant scheme where the money raised by 
the sale of carrier bags is used to fund 
thousands of projects in communities 
across the UK.

Students met Lindsay Roach, the Evesham Tesco 
Community Champion, to receive the cheque for the 
project. 

If you’d like to book a place then contact Rob on  
robin.mace@wychavon.gov.uk. Also local villages are 
invited to promote the opportunity in their local parish.

DJ skills for 
young people

11-17
y e a r s
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We are working with Worcestershire County Council and Act on 
Energy to provide free first time gas central heating for up to 150 
Worcestershire households. To qualify there must already be a 
gas main in the street. You may be eligible for this scheme if you: 

• own your own home and it is within 23m of a gas main
• have no existing central heating system
• are in receipt of income related benefits or pass the low income high 

energy cost assessment

Private landlords can apply for 50% funding towards the cost of a first 
time gas central heating system. For more information contact Act on 
Energy on 0800 988 2881 or email advice@actonenergy.org.uk

first time 
central heating

FREE

 Enlighten 
Enlighten is Evesham’s 
creative lighting trail. Phase 
one includes permanently 
lighting Evesham War Memorial, 
the Bell Tower and projecting images of 
Evesham’s heritage on to the Almonry museum. 

The War Memorial launch happened 
on Remembrance Day 2018 where 
there was a short service by Reverend 
Andrew Spurr and performances 
from singer Deborah Rose, musician 
Martin Riley and the children from 
Broadway Primary School. Over 300 
participated on what was a moving 
and memorable evening. 

The launch of the Evesham Bell Tower 
lights took place in December with a 
colourful display. To accompany the 
launch there were numerous activities 
for the whole family to take part in - 
shadow puppetry, making a lantern 
and drop in projection workshops. 
Artist Julia Snowdin also worked in 
local schools with the children making 

lanterns based on the river which were 
also displayed near to the Bell Tower 
creating a magical effect.

A large community engagement arts 
programme also ran alongside the 
lighting projects. The Hut of Silence, a 
sound and film installation, was based 
in All Saints Church and focused on 
local people’s memories and stories 
of World War One. There was also 
an exhibition at Evesham Library 
based on the community engagement 
workshops which had happened 
around the area. In addition, young 
people from The De Montfort School 
worked alongside Tom Cross, 

professional animator, and created 
an animation looking at Evesham’s 
past and present ‘Evesham Sham Ow 
Bist’. We hope to launch the project 
this autumn with designs taken from 
creative ideas and images produced 
by the community. 

In phase two, our intention is to 
highlight churches in Evesham; All 
Saints Church and St Lawrence’s 
Church and the arch in the remains 
of The Abbey. We aim to use lighting 
to make more of the beautiful stained 
glass in both churches and light the 
façade of the buildings to show off 
these amazing assets. We hope that 
a new projection will be displayed 
furthering the education of the public 
about Evesham’s heritage and raising 
its profile. We aim to deliver this in 
2020.

More information
Sign up to the newsletter  
to keep in touch  
www.enlightenevesham.co.uk  
or like our facebook page or follow 
us on Twitter. Or contact project 
manager Jenny Davis  
info@enlighten.evesham.co.uk
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Wychavon residents are again set to benefit from a freeze in 

Council Tax. This means that for the second year running, 

 the average Band D household will continue to pay just  

£120.08 a year for Wychavon services. 

We continue to focus our work so that there are no cuts to services and we have new, 

stretching promises. This year we have 29 promises which includes 11 new ones.

People
Healthy, happy, active and supported

1. Helping people to be healthy, happy and active

• NEW Work with partners to increase levels of cycling 

and walking by supporting the delivery of new routes 

in Evesham and the development of cycling and 

walking plans for Droitwich Spa and Pershore by 31 

March 2021.

• Invest up to £5 million in sport and leisure facilities by 

31 March 2020. 

• Work with partners and sports clubs to set out 

detailed plans and investment opportunities for multi-

sports hubs for Droitwich Spa, Evesham and Pershore 

by 31 March 2020.

2. Supporting people most in need

• NEW Work with partners to improve social mobility 

across the district and invest a further £200,000 over 

three years to support and improve outcomes for free 

school meal eligible children and their families. 

• Invest in and work with partners to pilot a three year 

programme to improve aspirations, health and life 

chances in the Droitwich West ward. 

• Work with partners to support people affected by the 

roll out of Universal Credit by 31 March 2020.

• Develop and implement a homeless prevention plan 

including earlier intervention for those threatened with 

homelessness, more  prevention tools and a personal 

engagement plan for customers setting out 

how we will work together to solve their housing 

difficulties by 31 March 2020. 

Freeze on 

Council 
Tax

no cuts and more promises! 

Again!
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Place 
Green, clean and safe with quality, 
affordable homes

1. Keeping the district clean, green and safe
• NEW Work with partners to reduce the crimes most 

affecting our district through supporting communities, 
delivering education and awareness campaigns, 
coordinating community days of action and property 
marking events.

• NEW Over the next two years install at least 20 additional 
electric vehicle charging points in car parks across 
the district and publish a plan setting out how we will 
encourage businesses, developers and communities to 
install more charging points.

• NEW Invest £200,000 over the next two years to improve 
play areas, equipment and paths in our parks.

• NEW Work with partners to promote and support delivery 
of the emerging Worcestershire Pollinator Strategy 
including the creation of new and improved habitats for 
bees, butterflies and other insects in council managed 
green spaces by 31 March 2021.

• Adopt at least three new play areas and open spaces in 
towns by 31 March 2020.

• Run a three year campaign to reduce litter and use of 
plastics involving a package of measures including 
education, litter picks and enforcement action by 31 
March 2021.

• Install adult changing places in public toilets in Broadway, 
Droitwich, Evesham and Pershore by the end of 2019.

2. Delivering quality, affordable homes
• NEW Create a new urban designer role to lead work 

on delivering well designed, high quality and locally 
distinctive development.  

• Identify local housing needs and support the delivery of 
sites for rural affordable housing by 31 March 2020.

• Improve the standards of at least 200 private sector 
homes through giving advice, carrying out inspections, 
providing support to owners and taking action where 
necessary by 31 March 2020.

• Promote opportunities for custom and self-build housing 
by March 2020.  

• Start building our first homes through the new Wychavon 
housing company by 31 March 
2020.

Prosperity
Vibrant communities with quality jobs 
and skills
1. Attracting businesses and quality jobs
• NEW Build small business units for rent and create a 

Wychavon business hub to pilot providing support to at 
least three businesses at key stages of their development 
by 31 March 2021.  

• NEW Work with partners to help transform and revitalise 
our town centres so they are fit for the future and 
establish an initial seed-fund of £150,000 to help develop 
masterplans for our three towns by 31 March 2021.

• NEW Deliver the first phase of our tourism action plan 
through producing a targeted marketing plan, arranging 
business networking events and planning a familiarisation 
event for journalists and group travel organisers by 31 
March 2021.

• Use our investments to support the creation of 400 
new job opportunities by March 2020 with a focus on 
advanced engineering and the agri-tech sectors.

• Assist at least 100 business start-ups and the growth of 
existing businesses by helping to deliver an additional 
Business Enterprise Centre in the district by 31 March 
2020.  

2. Improving people’s skills to succeed
• Help at least 30 more young people a year in Wychavon 

to gain engineering skills and qualifications by supporting 
initiatives such as the Mechanical Engineering 
Technology Academy in Evesham by 31 March 2020.

• Offer support and additional funding to encourage small 
and medium sized businesses to take on up to 30 new 
apprenticeships a year during 2018/19 and 2019/20.

3. Supporting and engaging with communities
• NEW Deliver a three year programme of funding, 

mentoring and advice to strengthen and improve a range 
of community-led rural transport options.  

• Run a two year programme of workshops for town / 
parish councils and community groups on a range of 
topics such as funding, running a successful village hall, 
setting up a community shop, local transport schemes 
that bring together successful examples and share best 
practice to enable other communities to implement their 
own solutions to local needs.

• Launch a Wychavon village of culture competition and 
trial it for three years.



• Milestone Ground, Broadway
• Morrisons, Droitwich
• Oat Street, Evesham

• Asda, Pershore
To find out more about recycling go to 

wwwletswasteless.com

New recycling points are also available for 
coffee pods and water filters in:

 Recycling reminder 
Following the round changes to waste and 
recycling services last year, we also made 
some changes to what can be recycled 
which we thought we’d remind you about.

Small  
electrical items*

Such as kettles, toasters, 
hand blenders, hairdryers and 
electric toothbrushes can be 

placed on top of your black bin 
or next to your sack.

Batteries 
Used batteries can 

be put on top of your 
black bin or sack in a 

small clear bag.

Used  
textiles

Textiles such as clothing, bed 
sheets and towels can be put 
out next to your black bin or 
sack in an old carrier bag.

As part of the changes you can now put out the 
following on your black bin or black sack week:

* Small electrical items must be no bigger than 25cm x 15cm x 20cm (Approximately 10 inches x 6 inches x 8 inches)

WYCHAVON10
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This includes:

We’re also working with groups like 
Evesham Town Plan Anti-Litter Group 
and will be talking to schools and 
businesses as well.

New signage 
to encourage 
behaviour change

Installing 
additional bins at 
key points

Targeted 
campaigns 
to tackle the 
dropping of gum 
and cigarette 
ends

Use of new 
powers to tackle 
littering from 
vehicles

Are you annoyed by the 
amount of litter being 
thoughtlessly thrown 
away damaging our 
environment? Would 
you like to help keep 
your area looking clean 
and tidy?
If so then join the Wychavon Adopt a 
Street scheme and make a difference 
to your community. We already spend 
about £1.3 million on street cleansing 
every year but we just do not have the 
resources to be everywhere at once.

That’s why we’re looking for an army 
of volunteers to join us in helping to 
tackle this serious issue. To take part 
all you have to do is:

• Tell us which area of land you 
would like to adopt (public land 
only unless  you have permission 
from the landowner)

• Promise to litter pick it at least 
three times a year on dates of your 
choosing and at your convenience

The area you choose to litter pick can 
be as small or as large as you like. 
The scheme is open to individuals, 
schools and community groups.

In return for signing up we will provide 
you with free litter picking equipment 
and bags (limited to 10 sets for 
community groups/schools). You can 
sign up and find out more by visiting 
www.wychavon.gov.uk/adopt-a-street

The scheme is part of Wychavon’s 
anti-littering campaign which will 
see us put a number of measures in 
place to try and encourage people to 
dispose of their rubbish properly.

and make a difference

Adopt a 
street

 Do you love  
 where you live? 

More information
You can help by reporting  

heavily littered areas at  
www.wychavon.gov.uk/ 

street-cleansing
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 Fun fleet names 
Last year along with our contractor FCC 
Environment we welcomed 15 brand spanking 
new waste and recycling trucks that residents had 
the opportunity to name. Just a bit of fun, but it 
certainly got the creative juices flowing and we 
were inundated with great ideas. This made the 
choice of deciding their names really challenging. 
However, we settled on the following 15 which you 
can now see driving around the district. 



The trucks took to the roads 
in October 2018 as part of an 
upgrade to recycling services in 
the district. As part of the new 
service, residents are able to 
recycle more than ever, including 
the addition of batteries, small 
electrical items and lower grade 
textiles that are not good enough 
to go to the charity shop for re-
sale (see page 10 for details). 

The trucks themselves are also state-
of-the-art, powered by the latest euro 
6 standard engines which are cleaner 
and produce lower emissions. 

In addition, the bin lifter at the rear of 
the vehicles is electric, making them 
quieter and as they don’t rely on 
power directly from the engine. Fuel 
consumption is reduced overall; by up 
to 14% according to the manufacturer.

More information
on recycling go to 

 www.letswasteless.com

The names are:

 Reggie refuse  Lambergreenie  Donald Dump

 Greta Garbage  Bin Diesel 

 The Ter-bin-ator  The Incredible Bulk 

 The Flying Dustman 

 Jus-bin Timberlake 

 Trash Gordon

 Recyclosaurus Rex

 O-bin-wan Kenobi

 Binderella

 Sir Trash a Lot

 Amazing Anna



DevelopmentPlan
SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE

REVIEW
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The review is being carried out as the 
Government requires councils to re-
examine and update their plans every 
five years to ensure they are keeping 
up with new housing requirements to 
2041. 

Over the last 12 months, we have 
begun the job of assessing how many 
new homes may be needed across 
the area, on top of those already 
identified, and the infrastructure 
needed to support that growth. This 
includes collecting demographic 
information and assessing new 
government guidance on the setting 
of housing figures. This has to be 
done within the framework of revised 
national planning policy, which 
sets the rules by which planning 
documents and applications are 
judged. 

Landowners and other interested 
parties were asked last year, through 
a ‘call for sites’, to put forward land 

which could be used for potential new 
housing or to support businesses 
growth.

In the autumn of 2018, an initial 
consultation was undertaken on 
the planning issues facing south 
Worcestershire and options to 
address them over the next two 
decades. The consultation covered 
topics relating to housing, jobs, 
shopping, essential infrastructure and 
the protection of the natural and built 
environment. It is estimated that an 
extra 14,000 houses will be needed 
across south Worcestershire, along 
with 300 hectares of employment 
land, by the 2040s. 

A total of 4,500 responses were made 
to the consultation and these are 
currently being considered, alongside 
technical assessments of sites by 
planners and policy changes put 
forward. This will be used to write the 
first draft of the SWDP Review, called 
the Preferred Options document, 
which will be published for further 
comment by the public towards the 
end of 2019. The benefits of this 

ongoing consultation are to try to get 
underneath the reasons for additional 
growth and to inform our decision 
making. 

As part of this we created a series of 
explainer videos which are available 
on the SWDP website and were also 
posted on the social media accounts 
of the three councils. We have used 
different communication methods to 
explain in an easier to understand way 
the reasons that we have to consult 
again and why we need more housing 
and employment land for business 
growth. 

The revised plan will then be 
published in 2020 and subjected 
to independent examination. It will 
hopefully be adopted by all three 
councils before November 2021.

 South Worcestershire  
 Development Plan revisited 
Worcester City, Malvern Hills and Wychavon District Councils are currently 
carrying out a formal review of the South Worcestershire Development Plan 
(SWDP), which was adopted by all three councils in February 2016. The current 
plan sets out policies to enable the development of almost 300 hectares 
of employment land and the building of 28,400 new homes across South 
Worcestershire between 2006 and 2030. 

More information
Visit www.swdevelopmentplan.org  

to find out more about the 
review and the current South 

Worcestershire Development Plan.
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JOINTSINGLE FAMILY CONCESSIONARYJUNIOR SWIM ONLY

ONE FREE ENTRY

BRING THIS VOUCHER WITH YOU TO EITHER PERSHORE LEISURE CENTRE, 
EVESHAM LEISURE CENTRE OR DROITWICH LEISURE CENTRE & GET ONE 
FREE ENTRY TO OUR LES MILLS VIRTUAL EXERCISE CLASSES! 

NO NEED TO BOOK - JUST TURN UP!  AVAILABLE CLASSES INCLUDE:

EXPIRES ON 31ST MAY 2019. T&Cs APPLY. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON DAYS & TIMES, PLEASE GO TO WWW.RIVERSFITNESS.CO.UK

Rivers Fitness, formerly known as Wychavon Leisure, operates Droitwich Spa, 
Evesham and Pershore Leisure Centres, receiving over 25,000 people a week
through the doors. We get such a diverse group of people from all walks of life.  
We also proudly operate the sports facilities at Droitwich High School, Pershore
High School and not forgetting Droitwich Spa Lido, which has a rich heritage and is 
one of only two inland brine pools across the UK.

Inspiring Active and Healthy Lifestyles.  Improving the health and well-being of 
our customers in the communities where we operate is at the heart of what we 
do. We work with some great companies like Working World, who support
individuals with learning difficulties to understand and gain valuable workplace 
experiences. Or Cardiac Rehab and Activity Referral which are great projects for 
those who are recovering or living with health issues. 

We really do have something for everyone so come down and check them out for 
yourself.

NEW YEAR, NEW MEMBERSHIPS

We listened to our customers asking for more choices and now have even more membership options for families, juniors, 
students and concessionary users to take advantage of. If you’re a regular swimmer we even have a membership for just the 
swimming pools. 

Are you a local business owner? A great way to motivate your employees, reduce sick days and stress, as well as promote 
a healthy lifestyle is to introduce a corporate membership. Your team will get unlimited access to our great facilities. Get in 
touch with us at info@wychavonleisure.co.uk

GETTING KIDS INTO SPORTS

With only 1 in 6 children getting their recommended hour of daily exercise, it’s important we push for kids to try new sports, 
join new clubs and start enjoying exercise. We are proud to start a new initiative with Sports Challenge offering a wider range 
of junior activities, holiday activity camps and now allow individuals from the age of just 11 years (with supervision) into our 
gyms. This initiative comes hand in hand with our new junior memberships - giving your kids all inclusive access to the pools, 
the gym and kids activities. 

We also have a gifted and talented scheme, which offers those that are maintaining a national level in their chosen sporting 
activity and wish to pursuit it as a career, a chance to use our facilities free of charge.

SWIMMING LESSONS

Every child should learn to swim, not only for the fact that it’s an important and potentially lifesaving skill, it’s also regarded 
as one of the best all-over body workout and is a great opportunity for children to make friends. We’ve made lessons even 
more affordable by splitting the cost over a monthly payment (we have even thrown in FREE public swimming for your child).

©

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 
OF RIVERS FITNESS

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT 
WWW.RIVERSFITNESS.CO.UKRIVERS FITNESS

YEARS
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As part of Wychavon’s pledge 
to support pollinators and 
other beneficial insects, we 
are supporting the Pollinator 
Friendly Worcestershire initiative. 
The first part of this project will 
mean Droitwich residents and 
visitors will start to see some 
colourful changes to the way 
some of the pockets of open 
space around the town are 
managed. These changes will 
start in Droitwich Spa but we 
are keen to roll this out to other 
locations around the district, so 
watch out for these changes in 
other areas too.

 Don’t mow,  
 let them grow 



WYCHAVON 19

Following initial assessments of a 
number of green spaces in the town, 
we have discovered a wealth of 
wildflowers just waiting to flower, if we 
give them the chance. Currently, we 
cut the grass up to 16 times a year 
across a host of open spaces, which 
results in the lawn-like appearance 
that we have all come to think of as a 
typical urban green space.

Where we’ve found these wildflowers, 
we’re only going to cut some of it 
once or twice a year, which should let 
the flowers bloom. After the flowers 
have faded, we’ll cut all the grass, 
which will be more like hay and most 
importantly, take it away, rather than 
leave it lying on the ground in a thick 
mat.

A lot of people will think we’re doing 
this to save money, but believe it or 
not, it will actually cost a bit more to 
manage our greenspaces like this. 
But don’t worry Council Tax payers, 
we’re going to get grant funding to 
help us make these changes and over 
time, the costs will come down as we 
get more used to managing in this 
way, so eventually we hope it will cost 
about the same as cutting 16 times a 
year.

Of course there’s always going to 
be a place for closely mown grass; 
along the road verges, playing fields 
and beside footpaths and we’ll mow 
around the meadow areas to make 
them obvious, so you know that 
someone hasn’t just forgotten to cut 
them.

What flowers can we expect to see? 
Daisies will probably be one of the first 
to flower, followed on by their bigger, 
showier cousin, the oxeye daisy. Low, 
creeping Bird’s foot trefoil, beloved 
by the Common blue butterfly as it 
is a really important food plant for 
their caterpillars and there are plenty 
of places where given a chance, it 
could flower. We’ve also found Black 
knapweed, sometimes called Hard 
Head, with its frilly purple flowers 
lasting long into September, lots of 
golden buttercups on long nodding 
stems and almost everywhere we’ve 
found yarrow and with its flat heads 
of pink and white flowers, it makes an 
easy meal for bees and hoverflies. 

Where we’ve tried this around the 
Ombersley Way car park we’ve seen 
bursts of colour starting in spring and 
lasting right through until autumn, 
providing food for butterflies, bumble 
bees, moths, beetles and hoverflies. 
These are all important pollinators 
for a whole range of food crops, 
everything from apples, strawberries, 
plums, runner beans and potatoes. 
If the pollinators don’t have food for 
both adult and juvenile stages then 
they might not be around when we 
need them. 

Other neighbouring districts have 
sown wildflower pollinator mixes - 
who can forget the brightly coloured 
annuals growing on the road verges 
and roundabouts across Wyre Forest 
- but we’re hopeful that there are 
enough native wildflowers already in 
the areas we’ve identified to mean 

that we should get a wonderful display 
quite quickly without having to sow too 
much extra seed.

We’re keen for local residents to get 
involved, whether that’s keeping an 
eye out for what flowers are blooming, 
or what insects are visiting, or telling 
us how the space is working for you. 
You can even join in with your own 
pollinator-friendly patch. Everything 
helps from a pot of lavender outside 
on a sunny windowsill, to a bit of 
your garden where you let the grass 
grow a bit longer or leave a patch of 
nettles for small tortoiseshell butterfly 
caterpillars to munch their way 
through.

More information
If you would like to find out 
more about our parks you can 
sign up for a newsletter at our 
website.
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Online
Easy, quick and  
simple - go online
More services, quick to access,  
easy to use

www.wychavon.gov.uk

On the phone
Make a payment using  
our automated payments  
system: 03300 889686
You will need your:
• Invoice number • Card details • Address

Useful numbers
General enquiries    01386 565000

Licensing and  
environmental health   01905 822799

Planning   01386 565565

Council Tax and  
Business Rates   03004 560560

Housing Benefit and  
Council Tax Support   03004 560560

Bins and recycling   01386 565018

Housing   01386 565020

WYCHAVON
Get in touch

Spring into action

* By direct debit.  
Price from 1 April 2019.

£20* every two items**

Bulky 
waste
collections
A reliable service  
you can trust

To arrange 
your collection, 
go online at 

www.wychavon.gov.uk/ 
bulkywaste

To secure a bin go to  
www.wychavon.gov.uk/ 
gardenwaste

Garden waste
collections
throughout the year
Sign up today 
Search Wychavon  
garden waste  
online

only  
£48
a year*

*Price from 1 April 2019.  
**Price dependent on size


