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Our loos
are the best
Wychavon officially
boasts the best public
toilets in the UK after
winning the overall
national title at the
annual Loo of the Year
Awards for the first time.

As well as the titles, three of Wychavon’s
loos became the first looked after by
a local authority to receive the much
sought-after diamond status. The other
nine were given platinum awards.

As well as winning the ‘golden seat’ for
being named UK Loo of the Year Award
Winner 2020, Wychavon also scooped
a host of other titles for its far from
standard bogs.

Changing Places toilets have been
created in St Andrew’s Square,
Droitwich, Church Close in Broadway
and Church Walk in Pershore to support
residents and visitors with severe
disabilities who need the space and
specialist equipment not available in
standard disabled toilets.

They are:
Best public toilets
provided by a local
authority in England
Best UK Space to Change
Toilet for Church Walk
toilets in Pershore
Best Baby Change
Facilities Award for
England for St Andrew’s
Square toilets in Droitwich
Best Public toilets within
parks and gardens in
England for Lido Park in
Droitwich
Best non-attended public
toilets in England for
St Andrew’s Square in
Droitwich
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Wychavon has invested heavily in its
public toilets over the last three years.
Improvements include installing energy
and water saving Propelair toilets, solar
panels, LED lighting and combined tap/
hand dryers.

Loos in Church Walk, Broadway
and Pershore High Street have been
completely refurbished while a new
block of toilets has been built on Church
Walk in Pershore.
Our investment continues with the
demolition of the toilets at Waterside
in Evesham. They will be rebuilt to a
modern standard with new water and
energy saving features including grey
water harvesting tanks – to capture and
reuse water from sinks to flush the toilets
– low flush toilets that use 80% less
water than standard loos and combined
energy efficient taps and dryers. A
new Changing Places toilet will also be
created. It is hoped they will be ready to
use by May next year.

Cllr Emma Stokes, Executive Board
Member for Environment and Street
Scene on Wychavon District Council,
said:

“We know our toilets are valued
by residents and visitors and
now we have independent
confirmation of what we already
believed that our loos really are
the best in the country and we
were right to continue to invest in
them. I would like to say a huge
thank you to our contractors Mitie
who do a tremendous job looking
after our toilets.”

South Worcestershire
Development Plan
delayed
The review of the South
Worcestershire Development Plan
has been delayed again.
The decision has been made to give
more time for vital technical studies
to be completed. It means the plan
now won’t be published in October
2021 ready for public consultation and
submission for independent examination
in February 2022.
The delay is expected to be between
four and six months. At the time we
went to press a new timetable was
being drawn up for the publication and
submission of the plan. This will be put
before Malvern Hills District, Worcester
City and Wychavon District Councils for
approval in the near future.
You can get an update on this story by
visiting the news section of our website

at www.wychavon.gov.uk or signing up
for our e-newsletter at www.wychavon.
gov.uk/emailalerts
Cllr Tony Rowley, Chair of the SWDP
Joint Advisory Panel, said:

“It is disappointing we have had
to delay the review again but
completing the technical studies
is important to provide the
evidence base to make sure we
have a robust and sound plan.
“We will make sure this work is
carried out and a new timetable
published as soon as possible.”

The revised SWDP, sets out how a
Government requirement to build
another 14,000 new homes across
Malvern Hills District, Worcester City
and Wychavon by 2041 will be met. This
is on top of the need for 28,400 new
homes by 2030, more than half of which
have already been built, set out in the
current plan.

More information

Stay up to date with the latest on
the SWDP and other planning
news by signing up to our
planning e-newsletter including
weekly notifications of the latest
planning applications.

Have you had our waste
reduction and recycling guide?
Delivered with this magazine you
should have had a waste reduction and
recycling guide (pictured). This is part of
our efforts to help our residents reduce
their waste and increase their recycling.
It contains help and advice on how to
cut down what you throw away, an A
to Z guide to recycling and information
on what happens to your waste and
recycling after we collect it.
If you haven’t had one then you can
download a copy from our website at
www.wychavon.gov.uk.

We know creating waste by printing a
waste reduction guide on paper may
seem odd. But our recent waste and
recycling survey revealed a significant
number of you still prefer printed
information about how to reduce your
waste and recycling. We only plan to
produce one of these every two years
and we hope you will keep it and use it
as a useful guide. If not, then please put
it in your green bin so it can be recycled
and used again.

WYCHAVON
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New
strategy
to boost
recovery
A new economic
strategy is being drawn
up by Wychavon to
help the district build
back better from the
pandemic.
The document will set out how
Wychavon will support the regrowth,
recovery and diversification of the
economy over the next two decades.
This will be supported by master plans
being produced to attract inward
investment to Droitwich, Evesham
and Pershore town centres as well
as blueprints to support the longterm economic success of the rural
economy, including Broadway.
There will also be a particular focus
on skills to address the impact the
pandemic has had on the future
prospects of young people and to
make sure businesses have access to
the skilled workforce they need.
The rebuilding process has already
begun with the construction of 10 small
business units at Vale Park completed
at the end of May. Wychavon
invested £2.5 million in the project,
with £600,000 being provided by a
grant from the Getting Building Fund.
These units have now been sold to
Grafton Investments Ltd and the first
letting of two units has been made to
British Made Shutters. Interest in the
remaining units is strong.
Outline planning permission has
also been granted for phase two of
the Vale Park South expansion. The
14.2 hectare site is aimed at larger
employers with significant interest
being shown.
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Offering a
pillar of support
Wychavon’s new small
business hub – The
Pillar – has officially
opened. Five units
have been created
within the Civic Centre
in Pershore to support
the development of new start-ups
and microbusinesses.
Units are offered on a monthly rolling contract with all costs included in the rental
fee. There are two central meeting rooms available within the hub as well as air
conditioning, free parking and a high speed, reliable Wi-Fi connection.
As well as offering the chance to share costs, businesses will also be able to
access a support package, including grant funding from Worcestershire Business
Central, and advice from Wychavon’s in-house economic development team.
The hub is one of Wychavon’s promises in its corporate strategy to support the
growth of the local economy.
Interest is strong with two of the five units being let before the hub officially
launched.

More information

Anyone interested in letting one of the units should email
jane.dobson@wychavon.gov.uk

Major bid to level
up Evesham
A multi-million pound bid has been
made to support the regeneration
of Evesham Town Centre.
We have applied for £9 million from the
Government’s Levelling Up Fund to
help the future growth and development
of the town centre and attract further
investment from the private sector.
The project has two parts to it. One
focuses on helping get Evesham
moving with a package of measures
designed to reduce congestion, while
the other focuses on creating a new
heritage and visitor attraction that will
also kick-start the development of the
Riverside Shopping Centre.
The transport part of the bid includes:
6.4km of new pedestrian/
cycle infrastructure
Improving 6.84km of
existing pedestrian/cycle
infrastructure
The creation of 12 new
active travel routes,
connecting existing
residential and employment
sites as well as 41 hectares
of planned employment
sites and 735 new homes
planned within Evesham,
Badsey and Offenham

The visitor attraction part of the bid
builds on Wychavon’s previous
announcement to buy Evesham Public
Hall. Under the plan the hall, ground
floor and basement area, will be fully
refurbished and remodelled as the new
home for Evesham Arts Association.
As well as providing a home for an
extensive arts programme, there will
also be a café, rooms for hire and
facilities for community activities
including weddings and other functions.
We are working with the team at the
Story of Evesham to turn the remaining
part of the ground floor and basement
area into an innovative visitor attraction
based on the town’s heritage. The
attraction would complement the town’s
existing heritage tourism offer.
A rent will be paid to us in return for the
investment. We continue to work closely
with Chase Commercial Ltd and both
organisations on the project.
We expect to find out in the autumn if
our bid to the Levelling Up Fund has
been successful.

Cllr Martin King, Executive Board
Member for Town Centres and
Transformation on Wychavon, said:

“While all our town and retail
centres need help, there is a
need for transformational change
to support Evesham’s economic
recovery that fits perfectly into
the criteria for the Government’s
Levelling Up Fund.
“We will obviously look for other
opportunities for other parts
of the district but that’s why
Evesham has been put forward
this time.
“If we’re successful with this
bid then we have the chance to
positively change perceptions of
Evesham and build a stronger
more sustainable town centre for
everyone who lives, works and
plays there.”

Unlocking the National
Cycle Network 442
(Worcester to Oxford) with
a new A46 crossing
Real time information on
bus journey times
Prioritising signals to give
buses priority to make bus
journey times more reliable
Increasing capacity at the
A46/B4035 roundabout
to ease congestion at an
important gateway to the
town

More information

Sign up to our latest news e-newsletter
for the latest on this story.
www.wychavon.gov.uk/emailalerts
WYCHAVON
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Pershore
Wellbeing Hub
opens its doors
A new wellbeing hub has opened
its doors in Pershore to help
people in the area lead healthier
and happier lives.
The Pershore Wellbeing Hub, based at 4 High Street, is an
informal space where everyone can access support on a
range of issues from a friendly team of trained volunteers.
Support on offer includes life coaching in everything from
problems at work and rearing children to caring for elderly
relatives. Referral to NHS Social Prescribers and other
wellbeing team professionals will be available.

Has lockdown ending
left you anxious?
It is only a couple of months ago that lockdown restrictions
officially ended. While that will have been a cause for
celebration for many of us, it may also have left you dealing
with difficult feelings as normality returns.
Even positive change can lead to anxiety, and it can take time to
readjust to things we have not done for a while.
Feelings of post-lockdown anxiety are likely to pass with time as
we get used to the ‘new normal’ but it’s important to do what we
can to take care of our mental health.
There are lots of things you can do to look after your mental
health. The tips below are provided by the NHS Every Mind
Matters website. You can find more support and advice at
www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters

1

2

Volunteers will also be able to signpost people to other
existing services within the local area such as clubs and
groups by using a searchable database available on the
hub’s website. There are a wealth of activities to join.
The project has come out of the Pershore Town Plan and
led by local residents with support from Pershore Town
Council and Wychavon.

3

Gill Perks, Chair of the Pershore Wellbeing Hub, said:

“It is so exciting to have opened this new facility
in the heart of Pershore. I want to emphasise
that the hub welcomes everybody and will help
people get the best from our community. Please
do visit us online but more importantly pop into
the hub, where we would be delighted to show
you round and have a chat.”

More information

Visit www.pershorewellbeinghub.co.uk
6
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Go at your own pace – you don’t need to make lots
of plans and say yes to every social invite you’re offered.
Ease back into socialising, do what you are comfortable
with and build up slowly.

Do not avoid things entirely – avoiding things

that make us anxious can make facing our fears harder
in the long-term. Instead try setting yourself small but
manageable targets, for example meeting one person
for a coffee outside, and gradually build up.

Challenge unhelpful thoughts – it’s natural to

feel worried from time to time but our anxious thoughts
can sometimes be unhelpful. Learn to identify and
separate unhelpful thoughts from helpful ones so you
can find a different way to look at the situation.

Tell someone how you feel – it’s easy to feel

isolated or lonely when we’re struggling. You won’t be
alone. Reach out to someone you trust like a friend,
family member, or an organisation’s helpline.

Write down your thoughts – if you are feeling
worried or upset then writing down your feelings can
help keep track of your mood and remind yourself of the
progress you have made.
Find routine where you can – life changed for all
of us during lockdown. Even if our normal weekday or
weekend habits begin to change now, some things can
stay the same such as the time you go to sleep or have
your lunch.

A new start for our
young and homeless

A new scheme to provide support to young
people threatened with homelessness has
been launched in Evesham.
around things like budgeting,
independent living skills, education
and employment.
The aim is to enable young people
to access and maintain their own
accommodation in the future and
prevent them from developing more
complex needs which may be more
difficult to solve and could ultimately
lead to them sleeping rough.
We have invested £660,000 in
creating supported housing
accommodation at Merstow Place in
partnership with youth homelessness
charity St Basils.

Young people moving into the
scheme will have a local connection
to Wychavon district and will have
approached our housing service for
help.

The scheme will provide eight
rooms with shared facilities for 16 to
25-year-olds. There will also be two
self-contained flats, which will be
used as training flats to give young
people experience of independent
living before they move on to
suitable accommodation.

Services including the NHS,
Community Mental Health Teams,
voluntary sector organisations and
private and social landlords will
work with St Basils to help make the
scheme a success.

St Basils will manage the scheme
which will provide a supported
home environment for young people
to thrive with support and training

Cllr Chris Day, Executive Board
Member for Housing, Health and
Wellbeing on Wychavon District
Council, said:

“We’re delighted to be
partnering with St Basils
to deliver this scheme. It’s
the first time we have done
anything like this and we’re
excited to get started. The
work done at Merstow Place
will truly transform young
people’s lives, keep them
away from the streets, and
give them the skills and
confidence they need to
live independently and
successfully.”

Our housing service will monitor
the success of the project and it is
expected most young people will
stay between 8 to 12 months before
moving on.

WYCHAVON
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£1.2 million
legacy for our communities
We are investing
another £1.2 million
into 11 exciting
community projects
as part of the
latest round of our
Community Legacy
Grant funding.
The grant scheme, which is open
to parish and town councils, is
funded through some of the New
Homes Bonus payments we
receive from the Government.
A £40,500 grant to Droitwich
Town Council will support the
creation of an exciting augmented
reality smartphone app which
promises to put Droitwich Spa on
the map as a centre of modern
tourism. The app will draw on the
rich and fascinating heritage of
the town and will direct users to
places of interest such as statues,
mosaics and buildings.
North Claines Parish Council
made a successful bid for
£95,000 to create an accessible
open space known as Bull
Meadow, near the A38 in Fernhill
Heath and directly opposite

8
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one of the many new housing
developments in the parish.
The plan for the 22-acre
site includes the creation of
woodland habitats, wetland,
biodiversity ponds and a meadow
environment, a network of
pathways and access routes,
picnic areas, places to gather and
play features.
Pinvin Parish Council will put
its £300,000 grant towards
rebuilding the village’s Memorial
Hall on the site of the existing
building. The new hall will offer
residents a variety of social
opportunities and help foster a
greater sense of inclusion for
isolated and vulnerable groups.
Changing rooms will also be
provided for the nearby playing
fields.
Evesham Town Council was
awarded £95,000 towards
rescuing and renovating the
historic Evesham Lock Island
building. It will be repurposed to
become a base for volunteer and
activity training enabling water
sports, like paddleboards and
small rowboats, to be offered
from the moorings in Waterside
Gardens during the summer.
Environmental improvements will
be made to the island next to it
as well.

In Tibberton, momentum from
residents has surged to convert
the historic, but redundant, parish
hall into a new community hub to
include a book exchange, café,
shop, information point, and other
services run by the community
for the benefit of the community.
A £95,000 Community Legacy
Grant will help repurpose this vital
focal point for the village.
Other projects awarded a grant
include Charlton Old Schoolroom
development project, Crowle
community wellbeing space,
Flyford Favell community green
space and Worcester Norton
Multi-Function Community Hall
and Clubhouse.
All the projects funded have a
close alignment with our council
priorities and goals.

More
information

You can find out more
about our Community
Legacy Grant scheme at
www.wychavon.gov.uk/
community-legacy-grant

Helping our communities
to build back better
A new £150,000 Community Recovery Fund is to be created to support the
voluntary and community sector to deal with the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic.
The action is one of several in
Wychavon’s new Covid-19 Recovery
Plan which sets out how individuals,
communities and businesses will
be helped to build back better as
the country emerges from lockdown
restrictions.
The fund will support community
organisations with day-to-day running
costs as we recognise demand on their
services has increased as a result of the
pandemic while the ability to fundraise
has been affected.

Addressing the disadvantages caused
to young people by the impact of
lockdown restrictions on their education
is a top priority along with working with
partners to support people in financial
hardship.
Lessons learnt from how rough sleepers
were helped during the pandemic will
be used to further improve Wychavon’s
response to those sleeping on the
streets.

More information

You can read the plan in full by
visiting www.wychavon.gov.uk/
coronavirus and clicking on ‘our
response and recovery’

Unsurprisingly the economy, jobs and
skills feature heavily in the plan, with the
production of an ambitious strategy to
help the district’s economy rebuild, grow
and diversify over the next two decades.
A separate fund of £100,000 will be
made available to support businesses to
grow and diversify.

WYCHAVON
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Closing the
inequality
gap

backgrounds. This funding was
particularly important in reducing the
impact of the first lockdown on pupil’s
learning progress.

Almost four years ago a national report flagged
Wychavon as an area with poor social mobility
and reduced opportunities for people from
disadvantaged backgrounds to improve their lives
and reach their full potential.
We responded by launching our social
mobility project to close that gap
backed by £200,000 of funding.
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic putting
much of that work on hold for the last 18
months we are starting to achieve real
results.
One of our major projects has been
the creation of a speech and language
hub. Working with the NHS we have
funded the screening of more than 900
children across 29 schools in Wychavon
for speech and language issues. Poor
speech and language skills are one of
the biggest barriers to children achieving
10
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a good level of development. If not
picked up early on it will affect their
academic achievement and ultimately
opportunities open to them later in life.
The screening we funded found 50% of
children scored below expected levels
for speech and language. These pupils
were referred for help and support they
would otherwise have missed out on.
We will be running this project again
this year with 15 new schools joining the
programme.
We have issued 24 Social Mobility
Grants to projects which will support the
learning of pupils from disadvantaged

We also funded 67 laptops for pupils in
five schools across Wychavon during
the most recent lockdown to fill the
gap left by the national scheme. We
also supported our voluntary sector
to source, refurbish and give out 174
computers to schools and families in
and around Droitwich so they could
continue learning remotely.
Research shows children who eat
breakfast frequently achieve better
school grades and other achievements.
That’s why we have funded 27 breakfast
club projects in schools and are in
discussions to continue this support.
A new mentoring scheme and support
for increasing our young people’s
confidence levels and mental health are
in the pipeline.
We know there is more to do, particularly
given the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on the life chances of our
young people. That’s why we have
committed another £200,000 to
continuing this work until at least 2024.

More information

You can find out more about our
social mobility project at www.
wychavon.gov.uk/social-mobility

Intelligently
Green Plan –
one year on
Last July we adopted our new
Intelligently Green Plan which
sets out how we will help tackle
climate change. Our aim is to lead
Wychavon district to be carbon
neutral as quickly as possible,
but by 2050 at the latest. We also
intend to cut our own carbon
emissions by at least 75% by
2030.
• Installed 20 extra electric vehicle
charging points in our car parks.
• We have been given £417,000
from the Government’s Public
Sector Decarbonisation scheme to
replace windows at the Civic Centre
in Pershore to improve energy
efficiency.
• We have signed up to a green gas
tariff to offset some of our emissions
at the Civic Centre and will be
installing additional solar panels.

There are four priority areas where we
are taking action – energy, low carbon
travel, natural environment and policy
and resources. Each priority has a
series of actions.
Despite delays caused by the Covid-19
pandemic we have still managed to
make progress. Here is a snapshot of
some of the ways we have contributed
to cutting carbon emissions across the
district over the last 12 months.
• Secured £4.3 million from various
government grant schemes to deliver
energy efficiency improvements to
fuel poor households across the
district.

• Planted more than 80 trees across
our parks and open spaces. Land
we own is being reviewed to identify
opportunities for habitat creation and
restoration projects.
• Trialled an electric street sweeper
with a view to introducing them into
our fleet.
• Appointed an Active Travel Officer
who is working on several projects to
increase walking and cycling across
the district.
• Promoted the countywide Business
Energy Efficiency Programme
and Low Carbon Opportunities
Programme to help companies cut
their carbon emissions and support
the development of low carbon
products or services.

Did you know?
Greenhouse gas
emissions generated
by the council fell 8.5%
between 2018/19 and
2019/20
The district’s carbon
emissions are down
25% since 2005 but
emissions from travel
have only fallen by
5.3%
Wychavon’s low
carbon economy grew
5.9% in 2019/20 to
£266.8 million
Renewable energy
technology used in
the district generated
179,616 megawatt
hours in 2019 – up
66% from 2016

More information

Read the plan and our first annual
update in full at www.wychavon.
gov.uk/intelligentlygreen

WYCHAVON
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Take the Wychavon
Intelligently Green Challenge
All of us have a part to play in helping to tackle climate change. While there is
much for governments nationally and locally to do, as individuals the choices
we make can make a big difference. Even small things will have an impact.

We know many of you want to help
protect our planet from the impact of
global heating but aren’t sure where to
start.
We’ve created the Wychavon Intelligently
Green Challenge to help you get started
and create a plan to cut your carbon
footprint that works for you.
We’d like to get as many people as
possible signed up to the challenge
ahead of the Climate Change Conference,
COP26, in November. This will see
nations across the world come together
in Glasgow to decide what more needs to
be done to respond to the climate crisis.
This will act as a local show of support
from Wychavon residents for action at a
national and global level.
12
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To sign up to the challenge all you have
to do is:

1

Visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/
intelligentlygreen

2

Calculate your carbon
footprint using the online
calculator on the website

3

4

Choose the actions you will
take from the list provided.
They will range from simple
and inexpensive actions to
some that are more costly and
challenging
Submit them to us. You can
also sign up to our regular
e-newsletter which will contain
help and advice to guide you.

Ways you can cut your
carbon footprint

Energy

Travel

✔ I will install a smart meter to help me
monitor and cut my energy use
✔ I will install smart heating controls
✔ I will switch my energy supplier to
one offering renewable electricity or
a green gas tariff
✔ I will turn the thermostat down by
one degree from where I normally
have it
✔ I will have my home insulated
✔ I will replace my gas boiler with an
alternative heating solution
✔ I will replace all bulbs in my home
with energy efficient LED bulbs
✔ I will draught-proof my home
✔ I will spend one less minute in the
shower
✔ I will turn off lights when not needed
✔ I will turn off appliances at the wall
when not in use

✔ I will make at least one journey a
week on foot or by bike
✔ I will invest in an electric car
✔ I will fly less
✔ If I have to fly I will offset my carbon
emissions

Food
✔ Two days a week I will not eat meat
✔ I will adopt a vegetarian or vegan
diet
✔ I will buy locally produced food as
much as possible
✔ I will reduce my food waste

Waste
✔ I will take part in the 30 day waste
reduction challenge
✔ I will use a reusable hot drinks cup
✔ I will use reusable shopping bags
✔ I will buy a compost bin and
compost as much of my waste as
possible
✔ I will recycle everything I can
including items not accepted in my
green bin. (See our recycling guide
for more information)
✔ I will try to repair items first before
replacing them. When I replace
items I will try to buy pre-loved first

Clothing
✔ I will reject fast fashion and buy
vintage or pre-loved instead
✔ I will reduce the number of times I
buy new clothes in a year
✔ I will sort out my wardrobe and
donate clothes I do not intend to
wear to charity, sell or donate them
online
✔ I will try washing my clothes at 30
degrees Celsius and use a washing
line or clothes rack for drying as
much as possible

Shopping
✔ I will buy less stuff and buy used or
recycled first
✔ I will buy electrical products with the
most efficient energy rating I can
afford

Take the challenge and get help to
turn your choices into action at
www.wychavon.gov.uk/
intelligentlygreen
WYCHAVON
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Unearthing centuries
of secrets

A housing site in
Sedgeberrow has
unearthed centuries
of secrets thanks to
an archaeological dig
ordered by Wychavon.
As part of planning permission granted
to build a new development off Main
Street in the village, a full excavation
of the site was required as earlier
studies indicated it could have huge
archaeological potential.
Those suspicions proved right as the dig
revealed evidence of ditches, industrial
features, pits, structures and human
remains indicating human activity on the
land for at least three to five centuries.
Roman and Anglo-Saxon pottery was
found on the site along with two T-shape
corn dryers. One of them contained
waste from the last firing of the dryer
allowing samples to be analysed
showing the final date for the use of the
feature to be somewhere between the
4th and 5th century AD.
The stone structures are designed
like a horizontal chimney and would
have been covered by a timber post
built building. The floor was timber
and potentially overlayed with weaved
matting. The corn would be hung at the
top of the T with the fire at the base in
14
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a small hearth. The building would get
quite warm, so it is likely the floor was
also used to dry foodstuffs like grain.
Human remains were found beside the
dryers which is interesting as Romans
would never bury within the occupation
site or within the town boundary. Babies
weren’t considered people so infant
remains are often found in ditches and
under floors of towns.
In one set of the remains, the head was
found at the feet of the body, something
which Aidan Smyth, Wychavon’s
Archaeology and Planning Advisor, says
is well known but not fully understood.

“It was once believed that
this marked the death of
a wrongdoer, then it was
suggested that it was the burial
right of gladiators. In truth on
many Romano/British sites
almost 40% of burials were
decapitated - men, women and
children alike,” he said.
“We will never really know why.
However, my favourite theory
is that the Romans were quite
worried about ghosts and being
haunted by the dead, so they
would remove the head so the
ghost couldn’t get them.”
Remains found on site will be given to
the county museum at Hartlebury for
safekeeping. They cannot be reburied
as the burial right is not known and they
also risk being dug up again by future
development.
An interpretation board has been
installed as part of the housing estate
to inform people of the history of the
site. Stones from the corn dryer have
also been recovered and Wychavon
has worked with the developer to
incorporate them into a landscaped
area within the development.

Pupils become
little litter warriors
School pupils across the district are taking
on the litter louts thanks to free education
sessions funded by Wychavon.
More than 1,500 children have already
taken part in Covid-19 Secure outdoor
anti-litter sessions since the scheme
launched in mid-March. They learn
about why littering is anti-social, the
damage it does to the environment and
the risk it poses to wildlife.
Pupils also take part in a litter pick with
an added challenge to hunt out the
oldest bit of litter they can find.
Teachers are also given a lesson plan
to run follow-up sessions and are
encouraged to sign up for the Wychavon

Adopt a Street volunteer litter picking
scheme, so pupils can continue to keep
their community clean and tidy.
The sessions are run by local company
Little Litter Warriors and funded as part
of Wychavon’s anti-litter campaign.
Every school across the district will be
offered the chance to host at least one
session per class every year.
Sessions will be offered to schools
again from September. To book a free
session or for more information visit
www.wychavon.gov.uk/littering.

Drivers fined for throwing
litter out of vehicles
A lorry driver from Dudley was
fined £150 after being caught on
dashcam throwing a plastic bottle
out of the window.
The incident happened on the section of
the M5 that passes through Wychavon
and was spotted by a ten-year-old girl
from Gloucestershire. She was so upset
she reported it to us asking if we could
take action. Using dashcam footage
from her dad’s car our officers were able
to issue the Fixed Penalty Notice to the
driver.
We also took action against a Drakes
Broughton man in his 50s who was fined
£150 after being spotted throwing a
cigarette out of his car window while

waiting at traffic lights. A Birmingham
woman was also fined for emptying
rubbish from her car out on to an
Evesham street.
Littering from vehicles is an increasing
problem across the district with plastic
bottles and cigarettes being two of the
items most commonly tossed out of
windows.
If you see someone throwing rubbish out
of the window of their vehicle, particularly
if you have dashcam footage, then you
can report it to us at www.wychavon.gov.
uk/littering.

Litter action
update
More than 700 people,
community groups and
organisations have now signed
up to our Adopt a Street
volunteer litter picking scheme.
It means up to 1,300 volunteers
at any one time are out helping
to clean areas large and small in
their community.
The scheme is part of Wychavon’s
commitment to tackling litter which
has increased significantly during
the pandemic with people spending
more time outside.
As part of our anti-littering plan
we are currently working with
Keep Britain Tidy who are carrying
out a survey of our existing bins,
analysing their condition and
location. Recommendations from
the study will be used to guide the
installation of new bins across the
district. We have already installed
more than 50 new bins across the
district including in some lay-bys.
New on-the-go recycling bins will
soon be appearing in our town
centres.
We are running our ‘Don’t be a
tosser’ campaign to highlight the
fact littering is lazy and anti-social
and we continue to spend
£1.5 million on street cleaning.
WYCHAVON
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Underpasses
set to become
a work of art

An exciting new street
art project will transform
seven well-used
underpasses in Droitwich
into works of art.
Professional artists will work with
schools and community groups to
design colourful artworks based
on ideas from local people. The
pieces will explore a range of themes
including local history and the natural
environment, with decisions for each
site taken in consultation with residents.
Improvements to lighting will also take
place, along with landscaping works
on the approaches. A similar project in
nearby Redditch was shown to increase
community pride, encourage walking,
reduce the fear of crime, anti-social
behaviour and vandalism.

Young people will be closely involved
with all aspects of the project. As well
as contributing their own creative ideas,
they will be supported to research what
other community members would like
to see depicted in the artworks. There
will also be opportunities to work with
professional artists to learn about the
design development process.
Underpasses included in the project are
under the A38 to King George V Playing
Field, Hunters Way, Crofters Hill and
Paddock Hill, Droitwich Spa Railway
Station, Ombersley Way and Briar Mill.
The project is funded by Wychavon,
Droitwich Spa Town Council and the
Government’s Welcome Back Fund
through money from the European
Regional Development Fund.
Worcestershire County Council is also
supporting the project.
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A community committee is overseeing
the project made up of local councillors
and community groups including
Droitwich Arts Network, Westlands
Residents Group, Droitwich Action for
Future Youth (DAFFY), Droitwich Spa
Youth Council, Droitwich Spa High
School, Platform Housing Group, The
Droitwich Standard and West Mercia
Police.
Design development work has started
and work to install the murals will take
place from this autumn and last until
spring 2022.

More information

Keep up to date with the latest
developments on the project by
visiting www.droitwich-underpass.art
or search @DroitwichUnderpasArt on
social media.

Take the Wyc
havon

shop loca
l
challenge

Would you like to support your local businesses but don’t know how?
Then take Wychavon’s £5 challenge.
All you have to do is commit to spending £5 you would
normally give to a national retailer or online e-commerce
giant and spend it with a local business on your doorstep.

What shopping local means to our
businesses

In fact, if every adult in Wychavon spent just £5 a week
throughout the year with a local business that would mean
a staggering £27.2 million going into local businesses.

“Every day in my shop is
unique. I love meeting lots
of people and providing a
personal service to make
them feel special.”
Angie, The Smart Exchange,
Pershore

We know money spent locally is more likely to stay local.
A study by the Federation of Small Businesses found for
every £1 spent with a small or medium-sized business
(SME) 63p was spent again in the local area compared
to 40p in every £1 with a larger business. So your £5 can
really help boost our local economic recovery as well as
support your community.
If you prefer shopping online then that doesn’t mean you
can’t still support local businesses.
Many of them are now offering click and collect and
delivery services through their website. You can find out
more about what’s available in your area at
www.valeandspa.co.uk/shopping
There are so many other reasons to shop local as well such
as the unique product knowledge independent retailers
have, their passion and commitment to
customer service and it’s often
better for the environment too
as goods are sourced locally.
It doesn’t have to
be expensive either.
Independents are more
competitive on price than
you might think and there
are some great deals out
there.

Try the
Wychav
on
£5 chall
e
n
ge
and se

ew
differenc hat a
e £5 can
make to
your loc
al
commun
ity.

“Shopping should be a joyful
experience, not just a virtual
transaction. Here at Scents On
The Green, we love helping
people discover beautiful new
fragrances.”
Margie, Scents On The
Green, Broadway
“We do a little dance every
time we make a sale.”
Kirstie, Carva Clothing,
Evesham

“We want shopping with us
to be a pleasant and sociable
experience where people can
browse at their leisure, see
products in their full glory and
join in with our knit, natter and
sewing groups.”
Debbie, Emm’s
Haberdashery, Droitwich
WYCHAVON
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Look out for our annual
residents’ survey
Our annual residents’ survey is now
open. This is important as it is your
chance to tell us how we are doing
and give your views on the things
that matter to you.

Make e
your voic

HEARD

The survey is available to fill in online at
www.wychavon.gov.uk/consultations or you can sign up to
our consultation list at www.wychavon.gov.uk/emailalerts and
we will email the survey direct to your inbox.
Your views matter as what you tell us will influence how we
choose to prioritise our time, resources and your money. Please
take 10 minutes of your time to fill it in and help shape our
decision-making.

Vale Rail
Trails app
launched

Harlebury

Lovett &
North
Claines

Dodderhill

Ombersley
Droitwich

Boubrook

Inkberrow

Upton Snodsbury
Norton and
Whittington
Pinvin

Drakes
Broughton

Harvington
and Norton

Pershore

Evesham

Eckington

Elmley castle and
Somerville

A new smartphone app
has been launched to
help local cyclists and
visitors explore the Vale.

The Evesham Vale Rail Trails app features
six leisurely cycle rides exploring the
natural beauty of the area. Routes are
between 17 and 27 miles long and all start
and finish at Evesham Railway Station.
The app provides live directional
information as well as highlighting points
of interest and refreshment stops.
The project was designed, developed and
jointly funded by Cycle Evesham Vale in
partnership with Great Western Railways,
Areca Design and Wychavon.
The app is available to download from
the Google or Apple app stores. An
accompanying booklet can also be picked
up from Evesham Tourist Information
Centre in the Almonry and at imaGine in
the Riverside Shopping Centre.
Visit facebook.com/
EveshamValeRailTrails
for more information or to let people
know what you think.
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Bredon

The
Littletons
Bretforton and
Offenham

Fladbury

Honeybourne
and
Pebworth

Badsey

Broadway
and
Whickhampton

South
Bredon Hill

Have your say on a
new political map for
Wychavon
The Local Government Boundary
Commission for England is
consulting on a review of electoral
ward boundaries in Wychavon.
The commission is recommending
the number of councillors
representing the district be cut
from 45 to 43 which means new
wards need to be drawn up, with
each one made up of about the
same number of people.
This may affect where you vote and
who represents you in future. Find
out more and have your say until
20 September 2021 at
www.wychavon.gov.uk/
consultations

Active travel could
be the key to a better
quality of life for all
We’re on a mission in
Wychavon to help our
residents get around in
a way that benefits them
and our environment.
This is called active travel, which put
simply is a fancy way of saying we want
to encourage, and make it easier for,
people to walk and cycle while going
about their daily lives. But there is much
more to it than that.
That’s because investing in active travel
has significant benefits that can help
transform people’s quality of life.
Benefits include:
Increasing physical activity.
Almost 30,000 adults in Wychavon
achieve less than 30 minutes of
physical activity a week. Walking
and cycling for travel and leisure
can help people to achieve daily
exercise, which will then reduce
the risk of developing a range
of physical and mental health
conditions
Reducing air pollution which can
cause disease and death
Helping to cut carbon emissions
supporting our efforts to tackle
climate change

Last November we employed our first
ever Active Travel Project Officer.
Their role is varied and includes
everything from working on major
infrastructure projects to create new
walking and cycling routes, to installing
cycle racks and signage to make it
easier for people to get around on two
wheels or two feet.
One major project we are working
on currently is the plans for the
proposed new housing development
at Throckmorton as part of the South
Worcestershire Development Plan.
Those communities will be based on
Garden Settlement principles and
designed in a way that minimises
the need to travel by car by offering
alternative, sustainable travel choices.
This will include a network of walking
and cycle routes, as well as mobility
hubs with links to the existing railway
stations.
This will have a range of economic,
social and environmental benefits.

Some other things to look out for in the
near future include new cycle parking in
Droitwich, Evesham and Pershore and
a new bike hire scheme in the district.
We are also working with schools to
encourage them to start school travel
plans.
There is evidence that with travel plans
children are much more likely to walk
or cycle to school and this has many
health benefits.
We know we can’t just tell people they
need to ditch their cars and walk and
cycle more. We need to make it easier
and more attractive for people to do
that.
By putting the right policies and
infrastructure in place we can transform
the way people move around for the
better.

More information
Visit www.wychavon.gov.uk/
activetravel

Taking cars off the road which
will ease congestion and noise
pollution
WYCHAVON
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Improving our
award-winning parks
Our investment in our
award-winning parks
and open spaces
continues with several
improvements having
been completed
recently with more to
come.
The multi-use games area (MUGA)
in Lido Park in Droitwich has been
completely revamped. New rebound
panel fencing has been installed along
with a new basketball hoop, new football
goals, new floor markings for five-aside football and basketball and new
entrance gates. The surface has also
been dug out and replaced to improve
drainage.
Several paths have also been
resurfaced and widened leading up to
20
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St Peter’s Fields and around the park
making it easier for wheelchair users
and people with pushchairs to enjoy the
beautiful surroundings.

water play areas. Designs are being
finalised and we will share them with you
when we can so watch this space.

Back in October 2020 trees and 23
native wildflower species were planted
at Hadzor near Droitwich to create a
wildflower meadow. This has bloomed
for the first time and people can now
walk the mown path while enjoying the
wildflowers.
A similar project took place at Cotswold
Rise in Evesham where material
excavated from the installation of a new
path was used to create new wildflower
meadows in the area.
Later this year work will start on
replacing the embankment slide in Lido
Park, which is rotting, with a new design.
The water play areas in Evesham,
Pershore and Droitwich have also come
to the end of their useful life and now
suffer frequent breakdowns. The plan
is to replace them with new improved

More information

Follow the work of our parks team
by searching for Wychavon Parks
on Facebook or sign up to our latest
news e-newsletter at
www.wychavon.gov.uk/emailalerts

Together we will

fly-tipping
We need your help to crackdown on people illegally
dumping waste all over our beautiful district.
Between April 1, 2020 and the end
of March this year we received more
than 1,200 reports of fly-tipping across
Wychavon – up 58% on the 12 months
before.

If you take up one of these offers then
not only do you risk adding to the
district’s fly-tipping problem but you
could also find yourself facing a hefty
fine or court action.

The closure of Household Recycling
Centres during the first lockdown
was partly responsible for some of
this increase. But even as we start to
return to normality we are still seeing
fly-tipping happen far too often. There
have also been some recent incidents
where large amounts of garden waste
have been dumped in the middle of
roads putting drivers at risk.

This is because you are legally
responsible for your waste. If you pass
it to someone else, who then dumps it,
we can take action against you and the
person responsible.

The majority of fly-tips we are called
to clear or investigate are household
clearances or grass or tree cuttings.
While some of this is done by
individuals themselves, the majority is
done by rogue traders.
These are usually the people who
knock on your door out of the blue
offering to take waste away for you or
carry out tree cutting or garden work.

This happened earlier this year
when a Beckford man in his 40s was
fined £300 for giving waste from a
household clearance to someone who
then dumped it outside Throckmorton
tip.
Other recent examples of where we
have taken action include £400 fines
given to an Oxford man for dumping
building material containing asbestos
outside the tip and a Broadway man
who dumped commercial grass
cuttings down a lane near Fish Hill.

Did you know?
If you are a resident who wants to use a commercial
vehicle to dispose of your own waste at Household
Recycling Centres you can get up to 12 free permits a
year to allow you to do so. To find out more and apply
search online for ‘CVT permit Worcestershire’.

You can help protect yourself, and our
district, from fly-tipping by following
the S.C.R.A.P code. This means:
Suspect anyone who offers to
take away your waste
Check the company you are
using to take away your waste
is a properly licensed waste
carrier by using the link on the
fly-tipping page of our website
Refuse to let anyone who
knocks on your door
unexpectedly take away your
waste
Ask to see a company’s waste
carrier licence and how they
will dispose of your waste. If
they cannot show you their
licence or you are not happy
with their answer then do not
use them
Paperwork. Make sure you get
receipts and/or waste transfer
notes so you can prove you
did everything possible to
make sure your waste was
disposed of legally and safely
You can also report fly-tipping to us at
www.wychavon.gov.uk/flytipping
Together we can stop fly-tippers from
ruining our beautiful district.
WYCHAVON
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A wild year
The Covid-19 pandemic has helped us rediscover our love of nature.
The great outdoors was a welcome bit of relief for many of us,
particularly during the first lockdown in 2020. In Wychavon we are
very lucky to have so much outstanding green space to enjoy which
is why we are committed to protecting and investing in it.
Here Liz Etheridge, our Wildlife Project Officer, shares with you some of the wonderful
things from nature she photographed during spring and summer 2020. They tell a tale
in pictures of a weird and wild year living through the pandemic.

April
As we realised last April we may be in this for the
long haul, a walk in the woods through swathes of
forget-me-nots and some early bluebells reminds
us of the waves of the seaside we were missing.
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May

May

A game of natural Jenga as we got used
to making the most of the great outdoors.

White hawthorn blossom
drips over the River
Salwarpe last May against
a brilliant blue sky,
tempting us outside when
staying at home was the
order of the day.

June
Warm days and thundery showers heralded
June and the start of summer. Butterflies – like
this Marbled White at Droitwich Community
Woods - fluttered in amongst the blooming
meadows and wild flowers lined roadsides.

July
July 2020 was the
month of moths
like this six spotted
burnet moth

August
A grasshopper
grabs some late
sun as summer
comes to an end
with some amazing
electrical storms

September
A tired bee takes advantage
of some late flowers while rain
glistens off some spindle berries,
heralding the end of our first
summer under the pandemic.

WYCHAVON
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2019-2023

WYCHAVON

Councillors

Badsey
Mark Goodge

Bengeworth
Martin King

Bengeworth
Emma Stokes

E:	mark.goodge@
wychavon.net

E:	martin.king@
wychavon.net

E:	emma.stokes@
wychavon.net

T: 01386 443522

Bretforton
and
Offenham
Aaron Powell

T: 01386 830073
E:	aaron.powell@
wychavon.net

Droitwich
Spa Central
John Hartley

T: 01386 48425

Broadway
and
Wickhamford
Nigel Robinson

Droitwich Spa
South West

Droitwich Spa
South West

E:	emma.kearsey@
wychavon.net

Fladbury
Tony Rowley

T: 01386 554019
E:	tony.rowley@
wychavon.net

E:	audrey.steel@
wychavon.net

Nicolas Wright

T: 01299 851639
E:	nicolas.wright@
wychavon.net

Pershore
Carolyn
Harford

Vacancy

0

Bowbrook
Margaret
Rowley

Bredon
Adrian
Hardman

E:	margaret.rowley@
wychavon.net

E:	aihardman@
worcestershire.
gov.uk

T: 01905 345307

T: 01684 773172

Dodderhill
Laurence
Smith

Drakes
Broughton
Mark Ward

T: 01905 841640
E:	mark.ward@
wychavon.net

Droitwich
Spa East
Eric Bowden

Droitwich Spa
South East

Droitwich Spa
South East

John Grady

Richard Morris

E:	eric.bowden@
wychavon.net

E:	john.grady@
wychavon.net

E:	richard.morris@
wychavon.net

T: 07949 073391

T: 07860 733460

E:	jennifer.chaudry@
wychavon.net

E:	george.duffy@
wychavon.net

E:	ron.davis@
wychavon.net

Evesham
North
Peter Griffiths

Evesham
North
Robert Raphael

Evesham
South
Ed Cohen

Evesham
South
Julie Tucker

E:	peter.griffiths@
wychavon.net

E:	robert.raphael@
wychavon.net

E:	ed.cohen@
wychavon.net

E:	julie.tucker@
wychavon.net

E:	david.morris@
wychavon.net

T: 07867 528360

Great
Hampton
Ged Bearcroft

T: 01386 423479

Hartlebury
Stephen
Bateman

T: 07432 227735

T: 01386 861931

T: 01386 45259

Harvington
and Norton
Bradley
Thomas

Honeybourne
and Pebworth
Thomas
Havemann-Mart

E:	bradley.thomas@
wychavon.net

E:	thomas.havemannmart@wychavon.net

E:	stephen.
bateman@
wychavon.net

T: 01386 830736

T: 07817 873054

Inkberrow
David
Wilkinson

Little
Hampton
Andrew Dyke

Little
Hampton
Frances Smith

E:	david.wilkinson@
e-railways.co.uk

E:	andrew.dyke@
wychavon.net

E:	frances.smith@
wychavon.net

Lovett and
North
Claines
Tony Miller

Norton and
Whittington
Rob Adams

Ombersley
Christopher
Day

T: 01905 345223
E:	rob.adams@
wychavon.net

T: 01386 462441

E:	carolyn.harford@
wychavon.net

2

T: 01386
750627

Pinvin
Liz Tucker

T: 01386 553113

Green party

T: 07950 803361

T: 07784 225079

T: 07979 802848

Lovett and
North Claines

0

Eckington
Ron Davis

E:	ged.bearcroft@
wychavon.net

T: 01386 792266

Labour

Droitwich
Spa West
George Duffy

T: 07487 400164

Inkberrow
Audrey Steel

1

Droitwich
Spa West
Jennifer
Chaudry

David Morris

T: 07727 126124

6

Independent

E:	laurence.smith@
wychavon.net

T: 07412 689366

E:	liz.tucker@
wychavon.net

T: 07773 329505

T: 01386 443157

Pershore
Dan Boatright

T: 07752 438210

T: 07730 820216

E:	dan.boatright@
wychavon.net

South
Bredon Hill
Adrian Darby

The
Littletons
Richard Lasota

E:	adrian.darby@
wychavon.net

E:	richard.lasota@
wychavon.net

E:	christopher.day@
wychavon.net

T: 01386 725254

WYCHAVON is produced and published by Wychavon District Council.
All information correct at time of going to print.
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Liberal democrats

T: 07756 583194

Droitwich
Spa East
Alex Sinton

E:	alex.sinton@
wychavon.net

Elmley Castle
and
Somerville
Emma Kearsey

T: 07801 816755

E:	nigel.robinson@
wychavon.net

E:	john.hartley@
wychavon.net

E:	matthew.hartley
@wychavon.net

Elizabeth Eyre
E:	eeyre@
worcestershire.
gov.uk

T: 01905 778950

T: 07803 022357

Broadway and
Wickhamford

T: 01386 853179

T: 07708 188108

Matthew
Hartley

T: 01386 423266

Conservatives

T: 01789 508279

T: 01905 453418
E:	tmiller2@worce
stershire.gov.uk

Pershore
Charles
Tucker

T: 01386 462441
E:	charles.tucker@
wychavon.net

Upton
Snodsbury
Linda
Robinson

T: 01905 841536
E:	linda.robinson@
wychavon.net

